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20 - 22 JUNE 2021
Gallagher Convention Centre, 
 Johannesburg, South Africa

Meet  
key buyers

Promote  
your brand

Increase  
your sales

Engage with  
industry stakeholders

Position yourself  
as a thought leader

It was our first time exhibiting, and it 
was absolutely amazing! We gained 
over 100 inquiries. It was valuable to  
networking with relevant industry 
brands and companies. Overall, we  
were absolutely blown away! 

Chris Cradock, Owner, Profile Creations

BOOK YOUR STAND TODAY SECURE YOUR SPACE THROUGH SPONSORSHIP
Belinda Wewege 
E: Belindawewege@dmgevents.com   T: +27 11 783 7250

Dean Lundall 
E: Deanlundall@dmgevents.com   T: +27 11 783 7250

Organised by:

The Hotel & Hospitality Show is now in its 4th year providing opportunities to the hospitality and 
hotel industries across Africa. The event showcases products, equipment, services & design, for 
restaurants, cafes, bars, hotels, guesthouses and foodservice owners, managers and operators. 

BE PART OF THIS BOOMING MARKET

Visit www.thehotelshowafrica.com for more info
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The negative effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
subsequent hard national 

lockdown cannot be overstated when it 
comes to the construction industry. The 
economic shock brought on by the two-
month work suspension has caused great 
hardship for all operating in and around 
the sector. After a turbulent 2020, the 
construction sector is eager to make 2021 
a much more prosperous year.

This is according to Allen Bodill, 
Executive Director at the Master Builders 
and Allied Trades Association Western 
Cape (MBAWC), who is encouraged that, 
while the country remains on Level 1 of 
the Government’s Risk-Adjusted Strategy, 
it is now operational again, albeit in a 
limited capacity. “The recent Economic 
Reconstruction and Recovery Plan 
(ERRP) and supplementary Medium-
Term Budget Policy Statement (MTMPS) 
expanded on the Government’s medium 
to long term plans for the economy. These 
timely strategic policy statements have 
helped to address some of the uncertainty 
in the market”.

“Government’s prioritization of our 
industry, given the labour-intensive 
nature of the Construction Industry and 
its ability to reinvigorate the economy, 
is further reassurance this year-end,” 
adds Bodill. “We note and welcome the 
Government’s renewed commitment to 
regulatory reforms and its efforts to ease 
and reduce the cost of doing business”.

This December will be unlike any 
in recent memory for the industry, as 
Contractors try and make up for the lost 
time during the period of lockdown, he 
continues. “Conventionally in South 
Africa, the building industry has closed 
for business from mid-December and 
reopened in early January, as part of the 
‘builders’ holiday’.  This year, the Rapid 
Response Task Team has recommended 
that the builders’ holiday extend for only 
five business days, 24th December 2020 
until 5th January 2021. The shortened 
break is intended to ensure that people 
can earn a livelihood”.   

That said, the annual shutdown in the 
Western Cape region is governed by the 
Building Industries Bargaining Council 
(BIBC). The Council have confirmed the 
annual shutdown in the Cape Peninsula, 
as starting on Friday afternoon 11th 
December 2020 and ending on Monday 
morning 11th January 2021. The Council, 
having due regard for the amount of time 
lost during the year and the economic 
hardship that this has caused, have 
provided for an exemption process to be 
followed by those local employers who 
wish to work later than the 11th December 
and start up before 11th January. A number 
of local contractors have already applied 
for permission to be exempted from the 
stated shutdown, following consultations 
with their respective workforce and any 
applicable Trade Unions which may 
be represented amongst their workers. 
Council has granted all of these exemption 
applications received to date.   

Compliance with health and safety 
protocols remains a priority for MBAWC 
even as the industry continues to navigate 
the ‘new normal’. Of utmost importance, 
especially in the light of COVID-19, 
is familiarity and compliance with the 
Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) 
Act. 

Bodill points out that MBAWC is well-
resourced in this area, with its in-house 
OHS department. “We are re-assured by 
the recent reports of successful clinical 
trials for various vaccines and hope these 
can be finalised and distributed, both 
equitably and timeously, throughout 
the globe”. The Association notes with 
concern, the resurgence of infection 
rates in our region in the recent days and 
implores all of its members to continue 
to scrupulously follow the COVID safety 
protocols.

The MBAWC will continue to raise 
awareness about the illegal occupation 
of construction sites and the soliciting of 
protection money from contractors. “This 
criminality poses a serious threat to the 
safety and well-being of all site-based staff 
and greatly undermines the confidence 

of prospective investors and developers. 
We are currently engaging with SAFCEC, 
Business Against Crime Western Cape, 
law enforcement and other industry 
stakeholders, to ensure we stamp out this 
illegal practice”, says Bodill.  

As MBAWC we believe that there are 
exciting opportunities to be unlocked 
through more public-private partnerships 
(PPPs), he adds, “Such PPPs will initially 
have positive financial short and long-
term spinoffs at the local level and will 
ultimately flow through to the national 
macroeconomy.  In 2021, we are 
committed to exploring further business 
opportunities of this nature”.

Bodill says that the sector embraces the 
green economy. Our industry continually 
strives for new and innovative, industry-
specific solutions to the challenges of 
climate change. “It is our priority to reduce 
our waste and, more importantly, our 
carbon footprint. Initiatives such as waste 
picker integrations and the revitalization 
of buy-back centres are exciting prospects 
that we hope to see gain traction”.

“Many of our plans for the year 2020 were 
completely upended by the COVID-19 
pandemic, yet we remain resilient as we 
head into 2021. We thank our members 
and fellow industry stakeholders alike 
for the unity and collective responsibility 
they have shown throughout. Let us 
embrace the challenges that may lie ahead 
and strive for a prosperous 2021”, Bodill 
concludes. 

After a Turbulent 2020, the construction 
sector is eager to make 2021 

a prosperous year
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A mysterious book about inventions of 
human civilization in alternative worlds Recently Kickstarter launched a 

project that will be of interest 
to unusual book collectors and 

book fans. It is a stunning book called 
The Ultimate Guide on Rebuilding 
Civilization. The authors of the book 
are Timur Kadyrov and Seva Batischev, 
founders of escape room projects and 
owners of a board games company. 

The 400-page edition describes the most 
significant and impressive mechanisms, 
processes and materials ever invented. 
The book is divided into sections devoted 
to medicine, mechanisms, materials, 
military arts, society and entertainment. 
Almost each book spread has large bizarre 
illustrations that combine engineering 
drawings and medieval art. These 
illustrations clearly show how to make a 
radio, a deadly trebuchet, a camera, an 
Australian didgeridoo and many other 
astonishing things. 

“Most people know little about how 
the main inventions of our civilization 
work. People usually don't know how to 
make electricity or a combustion engine; 
they don’t know which ingredients are 
essential for paper or gunpowder; they 
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don’t know what sense social rituals such 
as seppuku have,” says Timur Kadyrov. “In 
The Book we also show these inventions 
from a new perspective. All these ideas 
coming from the information realm don’t 
have to follow some fixed historical arc 
and could find another use in different 
worlds of Multiverse.”

The Ultimate Guide was created as 
a unique artifact similar to the world’s 
most mysterious books, such as the 
prominent fifteen-century Voynich 
manuscript and the mantic Summa 
Technologiae of Stanisław Lem. The book 
is also influenced by the imagery of the 
renowned Codex Seraphinianus, which 
is an unconventional book created by an  
Italian architect Luigi Serafini.

Port Elizabeth
PC Agencies: 087 075 0876
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Style
your home

beautifully with our

OHPOPSI
Range of  Murals 

AVAILABLE
NOW!

A team of illustrators, writers and 
editors with the assistance of technical 
experts are working on The Ultimate 
Guide. The book will be printed on high-
quality matt art paper and have a hard 
cover.

Everyone who is interested in 
engineering, medicine, philosophy and 
art will like this book. The Ultimate Guide 
will be a great present for collectors of 
unusual books and for those who like to 
think of human civilization development 
theories. 

You can learn more about The Ultimate 
Guide to Rebuilding a Civilization and 
make a preorder on Kickstarter.

www.kickstarter.com



20    Issue 237 • dw   21        dw • Issue 237

dw

TRADE
WINDS

Vencasa uncovers the hidden power of sleep

Dreaming of getting a good, 
quality, and healthy night’s sleep? 
Or, as is the case for many South 

Africans, does this dream feel like an 
unattainable luxury?

 
Whilst we may not be able to whisk 

away your stress, Vencasa, The World 
Leaders in Sleep, can help give you the 
support you need for restorative sleep.

 
Vencasa has responded to the increasing 

need for better sleep by opening a flagship 
Concept Store in Fourways, where their 
world-class range of sleep solutions is 
proudly on display. Vencasa is the only 
home to Tempur, Magniflex, and Malouf 
– offering you variety, quality, and 
affordability.

 
Routinely sleeping less than six hours a 

night affects every aspect of our makeup; 
physically, mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually. It negatively impacts our 
immune system, increases the risk of 
cancer, Alzheimer’s disease and heart 
disease, and disrupts your blood sugar 
levels. In addition, it contributes to 
mental and emotional disorders such as 
depression and anxiety. Plus, it can lead 
to weight gain as it slows the thyroid, 
potentially wreaking havoc around your 
waistline.

 
SLEEPING YOURSELF SLIM
The opening of the Vencasa store saw 

Lisa Raleigh, entrepreneur and renowned 
wellness and fitness expert, share the 
science and truth around sleeping yourself 
slim. Lisa echoed the sentiments of author 
Matthew Walker, who in his book, Why 
We Sleep: The New Science of Sleep and 
Dreams, writes “The less you sleep, the 
more you are likely to eat”. 

 
Sleep deprivation increases hunger 

and appetite and compromises impulse 
control and effective weight loss when 
dieting.  When you’re eating, even though 
you are full, you still want to eat more, 
especially more high-calorie foods. 

Worse, if you are on diet and aren’t getting 
enough sleep, most of the weight you 
lose will come from lean body mass and 
not fat. In addition, your body becomes 
unable to manage calories effectively, 
particularly sugar. Less than six hours 
sleep a night over a long period of time 
can reduce insulin sensitivity. Therefore, 
lack of sleep will increase your probability 
of gaining weight, being overweight or 
obese, and significantly increase your 
likelihood of developing type 2 diabetes.

 
Sleep regulates one’s appetite, helping 

control body weight through healthy 
food selection rather than impulsive 
choices. “Simplified, sleep enriches one’s 
ability to learn, memorize, and make 
logical decisions and choices,” writes 
Walker. “Sleep replenishes the immune 
system, helping fight malignancy, 
preventing infection, and warding off 
illness. It balances insulin and aids gut 
health. Adequate sleep lowers blood 
pressure while keeping one’s heart in fine 
condition.”

 
BEDTIME TIPS
Great news! Regularly getting enough 

sleep will help you control your overall 
health and body weight. Below are some 
tips on how to achieve this: 

• Stick to a sleep schedule. Establish a 
daily bedtime and wake-up time that 
applies to weekends too. As creatures of 
habit, people have a hard time adjusting 
to changes in sleep patterns. If there is 
only one piece of advice to remember, 
setting an alarm for bedtime should be 
it. According to Walker, restricting the 
time insomniacs spend in bed, even to 
just to six hours initially, is an effective, 
if paradoxical cognitive behavioural 
therapy for insomnia (CBT-I) method 
as it builds up sleep pressure. The 
weight of this pressure aids falling 
asleep faster, achieving a more stable, 
solid form of sleep throughout the 
night. Remember to use an alarm that 
is gentle, as a jarring sound can increase 
blood pressure and your heart rate. 
Snoozing only exacerbates this.

• Go to bed only when sleepy. Don’t 
lie awake in bed for a long time. The 
anxiety of not being able to sleep can 
make it harder to drift off. Rather, get 
out of bed and do something quiet and 
relaxing, such as breathing exercises, 
until the urge to sleep returns.

• Avoid daytime naps, especially after 3 
pm, if you are having difficulty sleeping 
at night. 

• Naps can help make up for lost sleep, 
but late afternoon naps can make it 
harder to fall asleep at night.

• Reduce bright light, electric as well as 
LED – complete darkness throughout 
the night is recommended. Install 
software on all devices that gradually 
desaturate the harmful blue LED light 
from sunset onwards. Aim to have a 
gadget-free bedroom.

• Temperature regulation – decrease your 
core temperature by splashing your 
face with your hands, with water as 
this tells the body to release melatonin. 
The water helps dissipate heat from 
the surface of the skin as it evaporates, 
thereby cooling the inner body core. 
The recommended room temperature 
is around 18 degrees. Alternatively, take 
a hot bath before bed. The drop in body 
temperature after getting out of the 
bath may help you feel sleepy, and the 
bath can help you relax so you’re more 
ready to sleep.

• Limit caffeine from the afternoon as 
its effects can take as long as eight 
hours to wear off fully. Nicotine is also 

a stimulant to be avoided as it often 
causes smokers to sleep only very 
lightly. Smokers also often wake up 
too early in the morning because of 
nicotine withdrawal.

• Limit alcohol before going to sleep – 
it sedates you rather than inducing 
natural sleep and it suppresses REM 
sleep, keeping you in the lighter stages 
of sleep. Heavy alcohol ingestion 
also may contribute to impairment 
in breathing at night. You also tend 
to wake up in the middle of the night 
when its effects have worn off.

• Exercise is great, but not too late in 
the day. Try to exercise at least thirty 
minutes on most days but not later than 
two to three hours before your bedtime.

• Nutrition plays a large role – reducing 
your calorie intake drastically makes 
it harder to fall asleep normally and 
decreases the amount of deep NREM 
sleep at night.

• Avoid large meals and beverages late 
at night. A light snack is okay, but a 
large meal can cause indigestion, which 
interferes with sleep. Drinking too 
many fluids at night can cause frequent 
awakenings to urinate.

• Avoid medicines that delay or disrupt 
your sleep. Some commonly prescribed 
heart, blood pressure, or asthma 
medications, as well as some over-
the-counter and herbal remedies for 
coughs, colds, or allergies, can disrupt 
sleep patterns. If that’s the case, ask 
your doctor or pharmacist if any drugs 
you are taking might be contributing 
to insomnia and whether they can be 
taken at other times during the day or 
early evening.

• Relax before bed. Don’t overschedule 
your day so that no time is left for 
unwinding. A relaxing activity, such as 
reading or listening to music, should be 
part of your bedtime ritual.

• Have the right sunlight exposure. 
Daylight is key to regulating daily sleep 
patterns. Try to get outside in natural 
sunlight for at least thirty minutes each 
day. If possible, wake up with the sun or 
use very bright lights in the morning.  If 
you have problems falling asleep, sleep 
experts recommend getting an hour 
of exposure to morning sunlight and 
turning down the lights before bedtime.

• Designing your best night’s sleep 
ecosystem means the correct selection 
of these elements: mattress, pillow, 
bed base and bed frame, lighting and 
temperature. Vencasa recommends 
using an adjustable base as the benefits 
of elevating one’s shoulders and feet 
whilst resting are well-known. With 
the touch of a button you can raise your 
head, body, and legs, further relieving 
any strain on your body, relieving 
pressure on your heart, and improving 
circulation. Having a comfortable 
mattress and pillow can help promote a 
good night’s sleep.
 

Ensuring quality sleep 
Quality sleep is not just a nice-to-

have, it’s vital in maintaining your overall 
health. Vencasa, The World Leaders in 
Sleep, know that your body, mind, and 
soul need and deserve quality sleep. That 
is why they provide a range of exceptional 
sleep solutions to ensure that you get it. 

www.vencasa.co.za 
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Dear Members,
 

This has been a very testing year to say the least, but I think 
we have all managed to adapt and being creatives we have 

used our innovative minds to pull through as better individu-
als and teams. On behalf of the Directors and all members of 
the IID committees I would like to wish you all the best over 
the festive season. Enjoy, stay safe and let’s hope for a great 

2021.
 

Des Laubscher
CEO
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2020 gave us little opportunity 
to see what kitchen trends 

would be filtering down to the South 
African kitchen industry from Europe.  
The international shows, as well as our 
own interior trend expos, were cancelled.  
Imports of new materials and colours 
was slowed.  Our inspiration was limited 
to those few kitchen material suppliers 
who were brave enough to launch new 
ranges during the COVID-19 lockdown.  
As such, we decided to reach out to our 
counterparts in the UK, the KBSA, to 
hear from them what kitchen trends were 
taking hold in the UK and Europe.

We spoke to Richard Hibbard 
(chairman of the KBSA) and Allister 
Reed (National Accounts Manager for the 
KBSA) to find out from them what they 
were experiencing in the UK and what 
we could expect to see influencing SA 
kitchen design trends in the future.

The move away from gloss to matt had 
already been seen at Eurocucina 2018 but 
now it is in full swing with each supplier 
trying to ‘out-matt’ the other.  Super matt 
is the new term for laminates that reflect 
no light, are very durable, finger print 
resistant and are easy to clean.  

These matt finishes are most popular 
in dark shades.  With lighting becoming 
more of a feature in the modern kitchen, it 
has allowed even small spaces to embrace 
the new dark matt shades.  While we, in 
South Africa, are used to open plan living 
it is a fairly new concept in the UK with 
older homes being revamped to embrace 
an open layout.  This too has facilitated 
the use of dark colours.

Grey has been heralded as the new 
white, with product developers bringing 
out a vast range of tonally-different 
shades.  Grey combines easily with other 
colours and finishes so has become a firm 
favourite in the UK.  Other colours that 
have become popular are black, dark blues 
and greens, both with grey undertones. 
So, if you’re one to favour warm tones or 
cool tones, there is a grey out there just 
for you.

The use of one colour in a kitchen has 

also gone out the window.  Most kitchens 
are now combining up to three tones and/
or textures that help lift the finish and 
make the design more three-dimensional.  
Splashes of brighter colour are also 
embraced, however, they are usually 
limited to a wall colour, hidden behind a 
pocket door, or through accessorising and 
appliances. 

The addition of a metallic accent has 
become a common highlight.  This can 
be added in trim, splashbacks, cladding, 
handles, taps and sinks.  Brushed brass is 
particularly popular and works well when 
paired with grey tones. The European 
market has the advantage of short lead 
times and transport distances which 
facilitates more custom accents.  Many 
consumers in the UK are choosing the 
finish of their particular details, and 
continuing this theme through the 
kitchen highlighted in feature handles, 
taps, detailed trim, sinks, lighting features 
and cladding. 

The inclusion of timber in the kitchen 
remains popular - wide grain timbers, 
smoked or dark stained in particular.  
Oak and stained oak is the most common 
finish.  The use of stain can be used to 

make ‘fantasy timbers’ – timber colours 
and patterns that don’t occur naturally 
but are invented through the use of stain 
and other products, to change the colour 
and enhance the grain, creating a unique 
look timber based product specifically 
for that kitchen.  Solid timber is being 
seen again on painted doors, where the 
natural grain of the timber is allowed to 
appear through the paint colour, giving a 
painted finish with fine grain patination.  
Solid and veneer timbers are more costly 
than the average painted or laminate 
finish, making it inaccessible to many 
customers; however, the developments 
in the printing of laminate products has 
made it possible for those who can’t afford 
real timber products to achieve a similar 
look through laminates that are equally as 
appealing to the eye.  Digital printing has 
improved to such a degree that woodgrain 
laminate can be printed with a lifelike 
timber grain and texture, now offering 
consumers the sleek timber look in a vast 
array of colour variations, and at a pocket 
friendly, cost-effective price coupled with 
great ease of maintenance.  

For work surfaces, the move to marble-
look products and sintered surfacing that 
had started to emerge at Eurocucina 2018, 
is now the dominant trend.  The marble 
look can be achieved through various 
alternatives to real marble, that offer more 
durability in the kitchen. Marble, as a 
natural product, is exceptionally soft and 
porous being very susceptible to cracking 
and staining.  This makes the majority 
of the marble variations unsuitable for 
use as a kitchen work surface.  The move 
to ‘marble-look’ products has taken the 
beauty of marble and combined it with 
more durable, composite materials. Many 
quartz ranges now include a marble look, 
as do sintered surfacing ranges.  Solid 

What to expect in 
kitchen trends 

for 2021
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KSA

2020 has proven to be an interesting 
year.  With lockdown our industry had 
waited, terrified to open up again only 
to find no work.  This was not the case.  
The last quarter of 2020 has been one of 
the busiest and most stressful we have 
seen.  The pressure on all sectors to catch 
up on projects affected by lockdown has 
been immense, resulting in many of our 
members working round the clock to still 
complete work as planned – by normal 
industry shutdown on 16 December.  
Pressure has also come from the erratic 
supply chain.  The demand for board has 
been unprecedented.  Board suppliers 
and manufacturers have been run ragged 
trying not to let their customers down, 
but still finding it nigh impossible to 
produce enough for the high demand.  
Other component suppliers have also 
been affected as containers continue to 
be slowly and carefully processed through 
customs, and unrest affects the transport 
of goods.

However, on the whole the industry is 
ending the year with a positive attitude.  
Looking into 2021 the approach is 
cautious.  The call for new work is slowing 
and with most companies not giving 
year-end bonuses or increases, there is 
a real possibility that the true effects of 
lockdown will be felt in the first quarter 
of 2021. With true South Africa resilience, 
we are proud to say that despite this, our 
members are preparing to hit 2021 with 
as much positivity as possible, and are 
looking into new ways to do business and 
adapt the way they work to ensure their 
future.

For us at the KSA this is a vital time 
to be hands-on and in support mode 
for our members.  The team has been 
hard at work dissecting what will be of 
most value to our members in 2021 and 
how we deliver it. Member activities, 
whether they are informal golf days, 
networking events or courses are key 
to the KSA’s value. While we are very 
focused on facilitating these events face 
to face in 2021 the safety of our staff and 
members comes first.  It has thus been 
very important that tight protocols are 
in place for all in-person events planned 
for the new year.  We are also ensuring 
that we have a variety of online activities 
should we once again be restricted in our 

movement and to support those members 
not yet comfortable with gatherings.  

With a second wave of Covid-19 on 
our doorstep, our members are being 
encouraged and advised to revisit and 
reinforce the health and safety protocols 
in their business, ensuring that staff do not 
only observe them at work but at home 
and in their personal lives too.  We firmly 
believe each of us has a responsibility to 
see South Africa through this virus.  

Internally we will have some changes 
coming into 2021.  There will be several 
new faces on the KSA national executive 
committee, which oversees the running 
of the KSA.  This will give rise to some 
new input and ideas.  It is with sadness 
that we say goodbye to Gauteng regional 
representative Megan Craft, who has been 
with us for almost five years.  She will be 
leaving us at the end of January.  We wish 
her well with her new adventure. 

January will see the release of our 2021 
Consumer Guide.  Congratulations must 
go to Optima Kitchens whose beautiful 
kitchen will grace the cover of this edition.

The KSA team would like to mention 
the following proposed events for 2021.  

The details will be confirmed closer to the 
time based on Covid-regulations:

11 January
KSA offices open

February
KSA/IID talks

KZN industryshowcase

March 
Gauteng Industry showcase
Online sales skills training

April
CT industry showcase

Please keep an eye on our website and 
social media for updates and additional 
events.  We would like to wish the industry 
a peaceful holiday period, that affords 
them and their families an opportunity 
to rest and rejuvenate.  A huge thank you 
to all for their ongoing support of the 
industry and the KSA, in particular our 
executive committee members. 

www.ksa.co.za 

surfacing too now offers this option, as 
does laminate surfacing; thus ensuring 
consumers are not short of choice.  The 
marble look in both light and dark shades 
is exceptionally popular, with the natural 
veining being a vital addition of pattern to 
the kitchen.  Sintered surfacing in various 
finishes remains a popular choice because 
it can offer a very slimline surface.  
Combining a variation of surfacing 
materials and thicknesses is still on-trend, 
with timber being included as a surfacing 
feature.  

The move to open-plan design in the 
UK has given rise to the popularity of the 
pocket door.  We have already seen this 
growing trend here in South Africa with 
pocket doors becoming more common 
over the course of 2020.  The pocket door 
is a welcome addition to open plan design 
as it allows segments of the kitchen to 
be hidden from view.  This is a perfect 
solution if there are unexpected guests or 
if you wish your kitchen to have a secret 
coffee station or a place to hide away small 
appliances.  It is also an ideal solution for 

small space living.  The pocket door, when 
closed, leaves the kitchen looking tidy and 
sleek and allows the owner to only open 
up workplace areas on demand, then 
close them up again when they are not in 
use.  Often the designer will add a splash 
of colour to the interior of the pocket 
door area so that when opened the space 
brightens up the kitchen and becomes a 
surprising little ‘hidden gem’ feature.

While feature door handles that work 
to a selected accent colour, like brass 
or copper, are popular; the majority 
of drawers and doors are handle-less.  
Handles are used selectively as design 
accents, while the rest of the cupboards 
and drawers are left sleek with clean lines.  
The use of rods, channels and tiptronic 
hardware are the most common means 
of achieving the handle-less look, with 
routered handle grip doors becoming less 
prominent. 

Technology has become a vital part of 
the UK kitchen.  The emerging ‘connected 
kitchen’ is gaining ground, where 
homeowners can direct their lighting, 
oven, refrigerator, microwave, music and 
television from an app installed on their 
cell phones; it has become more accessible 
and affordable giving rise to more 
families seeking to integrate their home 
with smart technology.  WIFI enabled 
appliances and gadgets like Alexa, are 
fairly new to South Africa and not yet 

close to being accessible to consumers in 
general.  Key appliance brands are making 
the move to have a ‘smart’ offering and it 
won’t be long before we see more South 
African kitchens integrated with smart 
technology.   The addition of the boiler 
tap has become almost standard in many 
UK kitchens.  This fantastic technology 
is readily available in South Africa, 
replacing your kettle and water filter jugs 
and apparatus, but still limited to those 
consumers with a generous budget. 

In overall design trends, the UK market 
is still very focused on sleek, modern, 
minimalistic design; but the contemporary 
country kitchen is making a comeback. 
This design theme allows the consumer 
to take the elements they love most about 
a more classic or traditional design, and 
tie them in with contemporary, and 
even industrial, elements.  We have seen 
this design trend emerging strongly in 
South Africa with our designers creating 
beautiful work that could proudly stand 
alongside those being created in the UK.

Traditionally the South African market 
follows slowly on the trends set in Europe, 
however, during our chat with the KBSA, 
we were pleased to see how well South 
Africa is holding its own and how many 
of the oversees design trends are already 
being seen in the SA market, either in a 
similar way to the UK or with our own 
unique SA twist.

KSA Update

dw
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PRODUCT 
DESIGN

Circula, by Polish designer Tomek 
Rygalik, is a bench created to offer 
a symbolic and functional space 

for dialogue and encourage direct social 
interactions.

“Humans are social creatures. That 
fact contains both the problem and 
the solution to our current crisis,” says 
Tomek Rygalik. “Human beings are not 
intended to be a solitary species: we are 
social animals. Today everyone’s talking 
about distancing – but there will come a 
moment dedicated to recovery from all of 
this, both physically and relationally.”

Originally commissioned to encourage 
social interaction among children in 
schools, Circula has become a design for 
the whole community and a profound 
statement of values: responsibility, ethics, 
sustainability, and a human-centered 
approach in design.

ECO Solidarity, the programme  
promoted by Studio Rygalik in 
collaboration with the Polish Cultural 

Institute of New York, is based on these 
values and it led to the development of the 
Circula project.

If Circula’s main aim is to encourage 
dialogue and relationships - what better 
form could it take than a circle? A perfect 
geometric figure, with neither beginning 
nor end. A universal symbol of balance 
and harmony that naturally brings 
people together. The circle cancels out 
all hierarchies and divisions. Sitting in a 
circle allows us to look everyone in the 
eye, to better express ourselves and get 
to know each other. It makes us more 

open to others and supports inclusivity. 
It encourages sharing and stimulates the 
creative flow. This also makes Circula an 
ideal place for informal meetings and 
brainstorming sessions.

Round in name and form.
Round in name and form, Circula is 

the stylistic and conceptual synthesis 
of the circularity of design. Made from 
sustainable, durable materials, the 
Circula bench is designed to recover, 
reintegrate, and stand the test of time. 
The three different versions are made of 

Circula
Tomek Rygalik’s 
Circular Design

spruce or pine wood, recycled plastic, 
and phosphate steel. The wood is sourced 
from responsibly-managed, FSC- or 
PEFC-certified forests. The plastic is 
made from 100% recycled packaging 
and was developed in collaboration with 
Boomplastic - a creative studio dedicated 
to plastic recycling. The visual and 
tactile result of this version is the beauty 
of waste material: the recycled plastic 
remains partially transparent to highlight 
the coarse and colourful fragments 
suspended within it.

“Studio Rygalik promotes a sensible 
and holistic approach to design. 
Underpinning our work is an authentic 
commitment to sustainability and the 
responsible consumption of material 
goods and the resources of our planet. 
In the case of Circula, the choice of 
sustainable and durable materials grew 
out of the intrinsic values of the project: 
sustainability, circularity, durability, and 
accessibility,” says Tomek Rygalik.

There is a notable ethical aspect to 
the design. The concept of circularity is 
extended into the social sphere. For each 
piece purchased, another is donated by 
the company to a company, association, 
or foundation that requests one for social 
or charitable purposes. And if the buyer 

Circula is available in a 
standard size - 75 inches / 

190 centimeters in diameter 
- with a seating capacity 

ranging from 2 to 4 people. 
In addition to a wide range 

of colours and materials, 
Circula also offers exclusive 

customization.
Photo credit: Studio Rygalik

The wood to make Circula is sourced 
from responsibly-managed, FSC- or 
PEFC-certified forests.
Photo credit: Studio Rygalik

Photo credit: Agnieszka Kula

Circula bench made 
from 100% recycled 
plastic packaging.
Photo credit: 
Studio Rygalik
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is no longer interested in the bench, 
the company itself will take it back and 
return it to “circulation” through its own 
network. To keep standing together with 
respect for the environment.

But it doesn’t stop there - the 
project continues with unique ethical 
developments. “Our goal now is to 
implement the project to reach a wider 
audience, with the aim of developing a 
network of collaboration and solidarity 
carried forward by our project,” says 
Tomek Rygalik.

The complexity of a circle
The Circula bench is made of three 

interlocking modules, held together by an 
integrated, hidden locking mechanism. 
The seat rests on three legs, which can 
be anchored to the ground if necessary. 
These three supports guarantee complete 
stability, including on uneven surfaces.

www.circula.org

A detail of the joint of Circula in the wood version of the bench.
Photo credit: Studio Rygalik

The making of Circula in the wood version (detail of the joint)
Photo credit: Studio Rygalik

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

The mixture of recycled plastic remains partially transparent and 
highlights the coarse and colourful fragments suspended within it.

The plastic mixture was developed in collaboration with Boom-
plastic, a team of creative people dedicated to solving the problem 

of plastic pollution in the world.
Boomplastic combines expertise in the field of industrial design, 
industrial technologies, and recycling and promotes responsible 

management of plastics.

A perfect geometric figure, with neither beginning nor end. A universal 
symbol of balance and harmony that naturally brings people together. 
The circle cancels out all hierarchies and divisions.
Photo credit: Studio Rygalik

Tomek Rygalik’s Circula bench was included in the WE ARE NATURE exhibition, part 
of “Ro Guiltlessplastic 2020”, the international project curated by Rossana Orlandi held 
at the Leonardo Da Vinci National Museum of Science and Technology in Milan, Italy, 

from September 24 to October 4, 2020
Photo credit: Rossana Orlandi ©

dw
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COMMERCIAL 
ARCHITECTURE

The world is changing faster than 
any of us could expect, architects 
must transform or risk becoming 

obsolete along with their designs. This 
project continues the trend of trying to 
incorporate as many sustainable and eco-
friendly principles as possible.

The project is located in the south 
and close to the north-south provincial 
highway in Taiwan. The narrow plot is less 
than 30 metres wide so space constraints 
are something that had to be taken into 
account. 

The site is hampered by noise from 
the provincial highway, air pollution, 
and concerns about employees and 
guests transiting to the office. There 
are easier solutions to address some of 
these problems but sustainable choices 
have to be made in 2020. The building 
was stacked back to the back, hoping to 
create a focal point around the openness 
of the building’s entrance. The building 
also has a large number of suspended 

elements, deep balconies, and sun visors. 
All of these components help to decrease 
the temperature inside the building. The 
windowed area in the west was reduced 
in size to decrease the energy usage from 
air conditioning. The windows along the 

front side were positioned in such a way 
that as the sun moves through the sky, a 
path of light can be seen moving through 
the office. This helps remind people in an 
office about the passage of time during the 
day.

Biosphere 
A Modern Luxury 

Green Work

Climate change and global warming 
are increasingly urgent issues, but the 
trend of people concentrating in urban 
areas is unavoidable. That means that 
architects must try to bring greenery 
into urban spaces as much as possible. 

This was done while accounting for the 
atmospheric conditions as well as the 
native plant species. The foliage tries 
to reverse the “hot island” effect that is 
common in dense urban areas. The facade 
of the building abandons the thinking of 

traditional architecture by removing all 
windows from the western side.

Taiwan is in a subtropical environment. 
This means high humidity affects the 
maintenance of buildings and all the 
objects inside them. The traditional 
concept of Asian structures was 
transformed by changing waterproof 
tiling into a waterproof coating and 
applying it to the exterior. This makes the 
exterior 2500x more hydrophobic while 
still allowing oxygen into and out of the 
building. This also solves the problem of 
unclean water coating the outside of a 
project while creating a living building 
that breathes.

The colour of the building and a large 
amount of greenery in the environment 
is intertwined with the greenery of the 
property to create a coordinated and 
friendly image of the entrance. The 
entrance corridor is surrounded by a high 
degree of natural sloping embankments 
and densely planted trees. The exterior 
is dotted with stone chairs. During times 
of high stress, the employees of the office 
can take a walk outside and feel like they 
have strolled into another biome. This is 
a critical component that more modern 
offices need, something to help employees 
deal with the stress of long working hours.

By abandoning the traditional Asian 
model of architecture, a structure was 
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created that is symbiotically linked to the 
environment. Sustainable while being a 
place for many generations of people to 
work.

Data Sheet
• Project name: Biosphere
• Location: Kaohsiung City, Taiwan
• Architects/designers: Keng-Fu Lo
• Firm’s name: Chain10 Architecture & 

Interior Design Institute
• Photographer: KyleYu Photo Studio

www.chain10.com

Hospitality

COMMERCIAL 
ARCHITECTURE
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like hoteliers, airline executives and travel 
managers don’t believe corporate travel 
will snap right back to normal.

Another major shift in the hospitality 
industry will be in customer experience.  
Customers will expect that sanitation 
measures are in place in such a way that 
they are not constantly reminded of the 
virus and are not staying in a sterile clinic.

Touchless payment options, less 
crowded queues in dining rooms, hotel 
restaurants and coffee shops, loyalty 
programs, online booking systems, new 
product offerings and long-stay options 
should be in place.

Hoteliers, travel agencies, entertain-
ment, conference, convention facilities, 
event centres, restaurants, cafes, bars, 
guest houses, food service owners are 
advised to compile and market reasonable 
and schedule-flexible packages for the 
coming local and international holiday 
seasons and also during 2021 and beyond.

After the breakout of COVID-19 
and the local lockdown the demand for 
wedding, birthday and other celebrations 
has not decreased greatly; however, the 
trend has changed in several ways. The 
budget varies depending how the couple 
deals with the situation, cutting their 
budget on the side options like the menu 
and flowers, or choosing higher options 

for fewer guests according to lockdown 
regulations.  Micro packages for around 
20 persons attending was created.

Whether we want to admit it or not, 
things will not be as they were before, 
fewer staff and dramatic cost-savings 

are likely to remain a priority in the 
hospitality industry.

But there is hope and even optimism as 
local and international travel is opening 
up slowly.

HOSPITALITY

The tourism and hospitality 
industry was ready and waiting as 
from 1st October South Africa saw 

the gradual opening of its international 
borders.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic the 
hospitality industry in South Africa was 
by and large enjoying a stable and steady 
revenue.

But since the end March 2020, when 
the nationwide lockdown was enforced, 
apart from business and other essential 

travel, this critical sector of the economy 
has been largely shut down, and revenues 
plunged by almost 99%.

Those that haven’t mothballed their 
operations are running on skeleton staff.

According to analysts, it could be years 
before the industry rebounds.

The Bank of America analysis found 
that 75% of companies expect to be back 
in the office by mid-2021 and 83% of 
business travellers expect to be back in the 
office at some point in 2021.  But others, 

Hotels & Lodges
by Stienie Greyling

dw
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The Hotel Explora Valle Sagrado lies 
in Peru’s Sacred Valley between 
Cusco and Machu Picchu. With 

breathtaking views of the mountains 
and surrounded by Inca terraces and 
fields of maize, the hotel is an ideal 
base for exploring the region’s 400-year 
history. The neighboring colonial-style 
Pumacahua Bath House dating from the 
17th century is just the place to unwind 
and relax after a strenuous day’s hiking. 

The hotel, with more than 50 
rooms, blends perfectly into the scenic 
environment and adjoining plantations. 
Encircled by Andean peaks, the Explora’s 
sustainable and integrated design is 
particularly impressive.  Looking out 

Nature and 
tranquility in Peru 

Hotel Explora Valle Sagrado

over the idyllic scenery, guests can 
immerse themselves in the tranquillity 
of nature. The ample use of natural 
materials in the rooms generates a warm 
ambience: light wooden beams act 
both as decorative elements and room 
partitions, emphasizing the atmosphere 
in combination with indirect lighting.

The bathrooms in the rooms and suites 
feature DuraStyle built-in washbasins 
to complete the hotel’s sophisticated, 
natural, and timeless aesthetic.

Duravit AG
Founded in 1817 in Hornberg in the 

Black Forest, Duravit AG is today a leading 
international manufacturer of designer 
bathrooms. The company is active in more 
than 130 countries worldwide and stands 
for innovation in the fields of signature 
design, comfort-enhancing technology 
and premium quality. In cooperation with 
high-profile international designers, such 
as Philippe Starck, sieger design, Kurt 
Merki Jr., Christian Werner, Matteo Thun 
and Cecilie Manz, the company develops 
unique bathrooms that enhance quality 
of life for users on a sustained basis. 
Duravit’s product portfolio comprises 
sanitary ceramics, bathroom furniture, 
bathtubs and shower trays, wellness 
systems, shower-toilets, tap fittings and 
accessories as well as installation systems.

www.duravit.com

HOSPITALITY
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If the walls of Maison Albar Hotels Le 
Vendôme in Paris could speak, some 
fascinating stories would come from 

this central Parisian landmark which 
dates back to the 1880s – a time when 
Monet was creating masterpieces, and the 
Eiffel Tower was nearing completion.   

Danish flooring producer, Ege Carpets, 
recently supplied the stylish flooring 
for the historic hotel’s refurbishment, 
led by French interior designer, Fabien 
Roque. Ege Carpets, one of Europe’s 
largest manufacturers of textile flooring, 
is represented in South Africa by flooring 
supplier and installer, KBAC Flooring.  

History surrounds the location of 
Maison Albar Hotels Le Vendôme, now a 
five-star hotel in the heart of Paris, next 
to the Opéra Garnier, a grand 2000-seat 
opera house built in the second half of 
the 19th Century by Emperor Napoleon 
III. The hotel’s other neighbours include 
some of the world’s most famous hotels 
– including the iconic The Ritz – all 
overlooking Place Vendôme, the public 
square laid out in 1702 to commemorate 
French military might.

When it first opened in the late 19th 
Century, the Maison Albar Hotels Le 
Vendôme premises served as an upmarket 
draper’s boutique, and then became the 

home of the famous Parisian brasserie, 
Le Lyon d’Or, which attracted the poshest 
patrons.  The restaurant is part of Parisian 
history and its sign has been preserved on 
the hotel’s façade, with the building now 
classified as an historic monument. 

Today, the upmarket 51-room hotel’s 
living spaces showcase unique décor 
wrapped in a luxurious contemporary 
style, with golden shades and marble used 
as recurring stylistic features to connect 
the revered façade with the interiors. 

Designer Roque specified custom-
made Ege Highline 1100 flooring to add 
beauty and atmosphere to Maison Albar 
Hotels Le Vendôme. Acoustics were also 
important for Roque so he selected special 
Ege flooring with sound-absorbing 
backing for all the hotel corridors, and 
hardwearing woven textile backing to 
add durability for the carpets on the stairs 
and in the hotel lobby. The striking rugs 
scattered across the lobby also feature this 
impact-resistant woven textile backing.

Gold is Roque’s preferred colour to 
bring the historic architecture and stylish 
interior décor together – particularly in 
the lobby with its gilded furniture, fittings 
and “golden” rugs, harmonious lines and 
sculptural lamps. It’s also there in some of 
the guest rooms, and cocktail bar leading 

onto Eden Garden - the hotel’s private 
relaxation area with its luxurious spa, 
indoor swimming pool and fitness centre. 

Emerald green, the secondary 
connecting colour, is applied in 
sumptuous velvet fabrics that bring 
warmth and softness to the prolific marble 
surfaces.  

Maison Albar Hotels Le Vendôme’s 
luxury rooms and magnificent Opéra 
Suite VIP apartment now provide top-of-
the-range amenities for guests who will 
tread on flooring that not only reflects 
opulence but also meet specific wear-
demands of the foot traffic of the various 
spacious. Furthermore, sustainable: 
as always, the Ege wall-to-wall carpet 
and rugs in the hotel were made from 
regenerated yarn derived from discarded 
fishing nets and other industrial waste, 
to endorse the environmental concern of 
both the Danish producer and its South 
African distributor. 

Modern comforts now combine in 
perfect harmony with history at Maison 
Albar Hotels Le Vendôme, an impressive 
epitome of French hospitality.

www.kbacflooring.co.za

Custom-made flooring adds atmosphere to historic hotel
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Many consider heated towel rails 
to be something you purchase 
in winter or an item that is only 

necessary during the colder months. But a 
heated towel rail is just as essential during 
the warmer months as it is when it’s cold. 
Bathroom Butler shares five reasons why 
you should consider using a heated towel 
rail in the summer. 

Water Savings 
When using a heated towel rail to dry 

your towels after every shower or a swim, 
instead of washing them after every use, 
homeowners can significantly reduce 
their water usage (and bill). Towels dried 
on a Bathroom Butler heated towel rack 
are up to 90% more hygienic and don’t 
need to be washed as often compared to 
the average towel. 

Beach and Pool Days 
During summer, we tend to use even 

more towels than in winter, because 
we spend more time at the beach and 
swimming in the pool. A heated towel rail 
not only dries damp swimming and beach 
towels but also helps reduce the laundry 
pile, and negates the need to use a tumble 
dryer, which in turn saves electricity and 

leaves you with more time to spend doing 
what really matters - enjoying summer 
days with family and friends.  

Energy Savings 
Thanks to Bathroom Butler’s Dry 

Element Technology (DET), their heated 
towel rails are energy efficient and use 
between 40 - 150 Watts of electricity, which 
is equivalent to one or two incandescent 
light bulbs, compared to a 3000 Watt 
tumble dryer used for the same purpose. 
And with the built-in temperature control 
switches you can reduce running costs 
even further, by up to 75%. 

Choose Your Temperature 
The main purpose of heated towel rails 

is to dry damp towels, and with Bathroom 
Butler’s Personal Temperature Selection 
(PTS) switch, homeowners can adjust 
the heat at which their towels are dried. 
This means that they can decrease it in the 
summer and increase it in the winter to 
add a touch of warmth to bath towels. 

There’s Nothing Better Than A Fresh 
Towel in Humid Summers 

No matter the time of year or the 
weather condition outside, heated towel 

rails ensure you have dry towels all year 
round, which is especially necessary in 
humid summers. Drying towels at 50% 
humidity and above is a nightmare, 
leaving them overnight and hoping for 
the best doesn’t work and makes towels 
even more damp, musty and smelly. 
Using a heated towel rail is quicker, more 
effective and leaves towels dry and fresh 
for the next time you need them, after a 
bath or a swim.

www.bathroombutler.com

Five reasons to consider heated towel rails 
in summer
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The sublime result of pioneering cellar 
techniques and precision viticulture, De 
Toren’s The Black Lion bears the hallmark 
of all the estate’s wines – a devotion to 
superlative quality. Known primarily for 
its focus on the Bordeaux cultivars, De 
Toren’s The Black Lion was the estate’s 
first venture outside of these stylistic 
parameters. An answer to the challenge of 
creating ‘the best wine in the world’, this 
100% shiraz certainly sets the benchmark. 

Hailed as the most powerful shiraz ever 
produced in South Africa, De Toren’s The 
Black Lion is a large, bold and powerful 
wine, a masterful alchemy of hand-chosen 
fruit. Wine Enthusiast has historically 
awarded this robust beauty a stellar 
95 points, securing it the title as Wine 
Enthusiast’s highest ever rated SA Shiraz. 
This wine - crafted from the ancient soils 
of Africa and cultivated from specially 
selected vines that are nurtured by 
special hand-manicuring and individual 
attention - is the result of a meticulous 
and extreme approach to winemaking. 
The Black Lion is truly, and profoundly, a 
labour of love.

Taking into account soil combinations 
as well as meso and macro-climates, 
carefully selected vineyards from three 
unique sites – the Swartland (for its 
structure), Stellenbosch (for its freshness) 
and the Helderberg (for finesse) – were 
earmarked for the making of this complex 
wine, with the terroir of the first lending 
it its raw power, and the latter pair an 
undeniable elegance.

With each vine visited on a weekly basis 
by a select team of dedicated caretakers 
sporting surgical gloves, the grapes 
are nurtured in an uncompromisingly 
quality-driven manner. Only the very 
best fruit is finally selected – that which 
has been fully exposed to sunlight – and 
is picked at its peak concentration and 
complexity at sunrise. This results in 
a very low crop yield – only about 50g 
(or four to six bunches) per vine. By 
contrast, the standard is usually 3kg. 
Hand destemming follows within an hour 
of harvesting and then fermentation in 
new French Oak barrels in the De Toren 

Private Cellar for a period of 18 to 24 
months. 

A wine crafted to stand out and made 
entirely by hand (with no machinery or 
mechanical intervention), The Black Lion 
is destined for collector’s item status. Its 
maiden vintage in 2012 consisted of only 
608 precious bottles. 

And now, the much-anticipated new 
vintage of The Black Lion 2019 is about 
to be released. With merely 953 bottles 
available, it’s a rarity in terms of quantity 
as well as quality. 

According to Charles Williams, De 
Toren’s Cellar Master, the 2019 vintage 
has a wealth of advantages: “It was 
the most unique vintage that I have 
experienced in my time at De Toren. The 
best way to describe it would probably be 
the most European vintage we’ve had in 
decades. This was a vintage to throw out 
the technology and predictive models 

and spend more time in the vineyards 
to determine the perfect harvest date. 
The vintage will be characterized for 
yielding wines with expression, clarity 
and beautiful integration.” 

Expecting this season’s wine to have 
more tannins, the winemaking team 
chose their barrels accordingly – slightly 
less toasted – in order to soften and 
counteract these, add elegance, as well 
as express the aromatic component of 
the vintage. “The tannins are ripe, finely 
grained and creamy, while the acidity 
perfectly frames the wine, adding the 
vibrancy to keep your senses captivated,” 
explains Charles. 

He describes the 2019 vintage as having 
a “ripe, expressive bouquet, showcasing 
creamy black cherries, hints of plum, 
sweet spices and, as it develops, fresher 
notes of crunchy mulberry.” Going on to 
explain the palate as extremely defined, he 

De Toren 
The Black Lion Shiraz 2019

notes that 
it is somewhat leaner than 
one would expect judging by the 
intensity of the nose. He cites pure and 
precise flavours with some subtle oak 
rounding out the wine. 

Martin Fourie, De Toren’s winemaker, 
weighs in with his personal take, 
describing it as a “fantastic combination 
of red fruit and spice accompanied by 
oaky notes of tobacco leaf and dark 
cherry, which complement the riper-
style tannin structure leading to a long 
developing palate.” 

As far as food pairing goes, Charles 
recommends rich marbled beef to 
complement the vibrancy and boldness 
of the wine as well as earthy flavours 
like porcini mushrooms. “As it ages it 
will keep on being the perfect partner 
to rich expressive food flavours. I would 
even suggest mild curries with a creamy 
element to bind the wine and food 
together,” he adds. Martin concurs that 
expressive dishes with lots of personality 
will fare well paired with this 2019 
vintage. “Think dry-cured meats and 
strong cheese.  But the wine can of course 
be appreciated on its own,” he notes. 

To complement and celebrate the new 
vintage comes brand-new packaging, 
even more luxurious and iconic than 
before, befitting of this one-of-a-kind 
wine. The label, boasting an illustration, 
which, like the wine, was handcrafted, tells 
the story of the magnificent black-maned 
Cape Lions that once roamed the land. 

Expressed 
through the skill 
of a highly acclaimed international 
artist, using an ancient engraving 
technique to carve out visual elements 
(representing the estate and the unique 
viti- and viniculture practices), it boldly 
announces the new vintage. 

To finish off the immaculate and 
luxurious presentation of this investment 
wine, each bottle is individually numbered 
by hand. An accompanying and equally 
iconic key rests on top of the striking, 
black wooden case in which the bottle 
is presented, there to not only safekeep 
this collector’s item, but also to unlock its 
every pleasure…

The Black Lion 2019 vintage is priced 
at R3 245 per 750ml bottle, exclusively 
available directly from the cellar. 

About De Toren
De Toren Private Cellar is a boutique 

winery specialising in luxurious, world-
class Bordeaux-style wines and is situated 
on the Polkadraai Hills, overlooking 
picturesque Stellenbosch in the Cape, 
South Africa. De Toren was one of the first-
ever South African wineries to produce 
Bordeaux-style wines and the very first 
to ever make use of a gravity-fed cellar. 
The farm is renowned for meticulous 
attention to detail when it comes to 

nurturing 
its vineyards to 
grow the perfect berries, 
and for making wine through the softest 
and gentlest of processes. 

The result of this labour of love is a 
range of spectacular wines, which have 
over the years been awarded the honorary 
titles of South Africa’s Best Bordeaux 
Blend, South Africa’s Most Luxurious 
Wine, and The Highest Ever Rated Wines 
by the reputable USA publisher, Wine 
Enthusiast Magazine, to name but a few. 

In recent years, De Toren was ranked as 
one of the Top 10 Red Wine Producers in 
South Africa by the South African Wine 
Index and was once again nominated as 
New World Winery of the Year by the 
reputable USA publisher, Wine Enthusiast 
Magazine. These international accolades 
confirm De Toren as not only South 
Africa’s most highly rated Bordeaux-style 
wines, but indeed amongst the world’s 
finest red wines.

www.de-toren.com
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Tankoa 72-metre/236’ Solo is not 
only a gorgeous looking yacht 
designed for her exterior lines 

by Francesco Paszkowski with interior 
by Paszkowski’s interior lead designer 
Margherita Casprini, she is also one of 
the most technically advanced yachts in 
her category with hull design by Professor 
Ruggiero.

Tankoa 72-m/236’ Solo, apart from 
being one the most efficient yachts 
in recent history, is high tech, eco-
friendly and an incredibly well-equipped 
superyacht.

Like all yachts in the Tankoa range, she 
comes with independent rudder systems, 
in her case from Rolls Royce, allowing 
manoeuvring in the tightest situations 
supported by a 200-kW Naiad hydraulic 
bow thruster.

The three Northern Lights generators, 
two 230 kW and one 155 kW, are equipped 
with HUG soot burners to eliminate the 
usual black smoke stain on the sides of 

the hull and allow guests to enjoy all the 
exterior aft decks, as well as the beach club 
with open terraces with no odours than 
the sea and salt air.

The main engines are equipped with 
Eco Spray SCR (Selective Catalytic 
Reduction), significantly reducing 
emissions.

At Tankoa we think about the next 
generation, so the yacht is also equipped 
with a CO2 monitoring system allowing 
the captain to constantly find the 
sweet spot in terms of speed to reduce 
emissions to the minimum. Thus, the 
yacht is delivered with an Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP) manual.

Solo has also been built according to 
the B5th rule requiring fuel tanks that 
do not exceed 36-cubic metres each, and 
that are built structurally at 1/5th of the 
maximum beam from the hull sides. As a 
result, fuel spillage risk is very limited in 
case of lateral collision.

As safety and comfort are paramount, 

she is equipped with lots of redundant 
equipment, including two independent 
stabilizer power packs powering the four 
zero -speed fins of 3.6 square metres each.

The construction of Solo has been 
followed and classed by both Lloyds 
and RINA who granted a paperless 
bridge certificate. The wheelhouse is also 
equipped with a semi-integrated Boening 
console.
Brief description and design highlights

Solo has accommodation for 12 guests 
in six cabins, including the master suite 
on the gigantic private owner’s deck, a 
VIP suite and four doubles (two of them 
convertible into twins) located on the 
main deck to ensure total quietness.

In addition, the hair dressing/massage 
room and the owner’s study can also 
be converted into additional cabins as 
they are both equipped withen-suite 
bathrooms. The VIP and guest cabins 
offer astonishing sea views, thanks to 
unusually large windows.

TANKOA YACHTS
The Expression of Italian Excellence

A few numbers speak for themselves:
• 72 metres long and 11.60 metres wide, Solo is 1,600 GT with a displacement of 1,120 tons at half load and 1,240 

tons at full load.
• Powered by twin Caterpillar 3516B main engines developing 1,825 kW, she is capable of 17.5 knots top speed.
• At 10 knots, with one generator running, she burns a total of 195 liters per hour, providing a range of 7,000 nautical 

miles.
• At 15.7 knots, she burns 570 liters per hour for a range of over 4,000 nautical miles with a 10% margin.
• At her full speed of 17.5 knots, she still has over 3,000 nautical miles range with a 10% margin.

HOSPITALITY
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The beach club, a key feature aboard 
Solo, is a spacious and welcoming area.

Equipped with sofas, bar, TV, 
bathroom, and an oversized glass-walled 
gym by Technogym with fold-out terrace, 
it is also directly linked to the spa zone. 
The latter comes with a sauna, also fitted 
with its own fold-out terrace, hammam 
and 5º Celsius chilled water shower.

The upper deck houses the paperless 
semi-integrated Boëning bridge with 
radio room, comfortable captain’s cabin, 
and a hair dressing/massage room that 
can be converted into an additional cabin 
for a bodyguard or an officer. The aft 
section of this deck features an enormous 
observation lounge with almost floor-
to-ceiling windows, 90” 4K QLED TV 
screen, baby grand piano, bar and bio-
ethanol fireplace.

The owner’s apartment features an 
owner’s study/media room.

The island bed is surrounded by full-
height windows with 180° views, an 
overhead skylight and direct access to two 
intimate outdoor terraces, shaded sun pads 
and a Bisazza mosaic-tiled, glasswalled 
Jacuzzi. The owner will be able to arrive 
in style using the touch and go helideck 
aft (with a 4.5-ton certification, sufficient 
for most twin turbine helicopters, such as 
an Augusta 109), and has his own Jacuzzi, 
bar, saloon, outdoor breakfast corner and 
day head with shower.

On the same deck, the owner can enjoy 
his own independent TV room, also 

HOSPITALITY
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convertible in an additional cabin thanks 
to an additional bathroom.

The aft deck is equipped with a six-
metre transversal swimming pool, sofas 
and a pop-up TV screen recessed into the 
ceiling to turn this entire space into an 
outdoor cinema “room”.

Forward of the winter garden and 
reception desk/bar, the main deck houses 
a cinema lounge/library that can be 
enclosed by an electric sliding glass panel, 
the dining room with its table for 16, 
and a stabilized fish tank. The cut-down 
bulwarks with laminated glass panels 
allow for sea views while having dinner.

The under lower deck is devoted to 
a laundry room, pump room, storage, 
garbage freezers, AC units and technical 
spaces.

The central tender bay houses two 
custom-made 7.50-meter luxury tenders 
and extensive diving equipment while 
most of the many toys are stored in the 
forward side garages.

Blue iProd, Kettal
www.tankoa.it

dw

Flooring

HOSPITALITY
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There is a musical quality in the 
combination of repitition and rhythm 
of patterns and in colour, harmony and 
texture.

For rooms with soft furnishing and a 
staple flooring idea, a carpet can be both 
chic and cosy. It is one of the best flooring 
options for bedrooms and sitting rooms.

A carpet is warm, insulating and 
generally less expensive than wood and 
tile, and partners well with underfloor 
heating.

Cork flooring:
Soft to the touch, naturally insulating 

against sound and temperature, relatively 
inexpensive and eco-friendly.  The reddish 
brown patterns matches particularly well 
with hardwood furniture.

Vinyl flooring:
Vinyl insulates well, is water resistant, 

soaks up high footfall well and looks great.

FLOORING

A floor has to tie a room together 
while fulfilling a range of 
very important practical 

requirements, as well as a classic blend of 
fashion and function.

Different flooring options will suit 
different parts of the home.

Designing Ways explores ten On the 
Floor options:

Wood flooring:
Most modern wood floors are 

hardwood: highly coveted surfaces that 
can also add serious value to a property.

Hardwood flooring is popular in living 
areas for its elegant appearance and 
underfoot warmth.

For a tough, less expensive alternative: 
laminate fibreboard printed with a high 
resolution image of a wooden finish is 
practical and can look as good as the real 
thing.

Tile floors:
From Victorian florals to abstract 

collage in terms of aesthetic appeal, style 
and durable surface, the possibilities 
with tiles are endless and can look truly 
striking.

Carpet:
In trying to think and talk about 

carpets, it is easy to constantly compare 
them with music. The warp and weft of 
their underlying structure are like the 
musical stave, the vehicle for the pattern 
and the way to impose upon it a basic 
order. 

On the Floor
by Stienie Greyling

Bamboo Flooring Marble tiling Bamboo
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FLOORING

 Husky handmade carpets are crafted 
with utmost care, attention to detail 
and strictest quality control. 
  

Showroom:  9 Appel Rd. Kramerville, Sandton  Tel: 011 444 3370

Custom made in any size, shape, colour 
and design, to complete your interior.

 email: husky@husky.co.za www.huskycarpets.com

with Husky handmade rugs and carpets

CREATE 
A LASTING 
IMPRESSION

Vinyl lacks the elegance of hardwood and the comfort of cork or carpet, 
but it is a functional surface with a performance level that reliably returns 
more than paid for.

Concrete:
Is one of the better flooring options for an entrance or kitchen floors.
Virtually indestructible concrete adds a modern and post-industrial 

vibe to a room and partners well with underfloor heating.

Rubber:
A highly durable choice with superb sound insulation, it is commonly 

used for its shock-absorbing qualities, and  is perfect for a music room or 
home gym as a flooring option.
Stone flooring:

A stone floor is supremely hard wearing and low maintenance. Stone 
tiles are eco-friendly and ideal for high footfall areas like hallways.

Marble:
Marble floors could well add serious value to a home if the domestic 

vision involves grand banisters, neoclassical columns and high end 
parties, then marble is a go-to.
Bamboo:

Technically a species of oversized grass and a relative newcomer to the 
flooring scene, bamboo is attractively textured, goes well with modern 
interiors and is highly sustainable.

Bamboo is the world’s fastest growing plant, fairly expensive and will 
need a little more TLC than some of the hardier materials.

Wooden Flooring

dw

While there are many ways 
to make hospitality and 
commercial spaces feel more 

home-like, one of the easiest ways to 
create a welcoming aesthetic is through 
the flooring you choose.  Flooring takes 
up a large space in the design, acting as 
the canvas for other décor and furnishings 
to play off.  The flooring design says a lot 
about the entire look of the space, and 
choosing the right design is imperative.

Although natural wood is an ideal 
flooring option for achieving the 
“Resimercial” effect it is not always suited 
to commercial spaces – that is where 
Luxury Vinyl comes in, offering the look 
and feel of wood but with the durability 
of vinyl.  Not only that but you are able 
to go beyond the traditional wood species 
into abstract wood grains, herringbone, 
wicker patterns and much more.

Traviata Flooring is a leading importer 
of LVT flooring products, supplying 
world leading technology to a number of 
sectors in Africa.  Of specific relevance 
to the hospitality industry are the newest 
ranges of “rigid core” Luxury Vinyl. 
Offering not only design flexibility but 
also a number of practical solutions, these 
products are fast gaining traction in this 
sector across Africa. From beach hotels 
to bush lodges, mountain resorts to inner 
city high rise, the characteristics of LVT 

flooring are seeing it make inroads against 
more traditional materials.

Besides its full commercial grade 
wear surface, a key feature of brands 
such as Traviata’s “IsoCore” LVT is its 
proven acoustic properties. Approved by 
hospitality brands such as Marriott for its 
floor to floor sound transmission results 
(through on site and laboratory testing), 
IsoCore with its IXPE sound mitigating 
backer actually gives better results than 
carpet.  In room drum noise is also 
significantly reduced.

 The latest technology “rigid core” 
options contain no plasticisers at all.  
This means that indoor air quality is of 
the highest standard.  These products 
now easily qualify for Floor Score ratings 
which certify them as suitable for use 
in hotels, offices, classrooms and other 
similarly sensitive living spaces.

Finally these new rigid core LVT 
flooring boards are lighter, stiffer and 
incredibly stable.  This allows them to 
be used over almost any firm surface 
including raised and boarded floors.  It 
also means they can be used confidently 
in areas receiving direct sunlight, and can 
be laid in areas up to 900m2 without the 
need for unsightly expansion profiles.

www.traviata.co.za

A Growing Trend In Hospitality Design
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the most important steps when caring for 
a cork floor is to sweep or dust every day 
to remove dirt and avoid the possibility of 
debris scratching and wearing down the 
finish. Cork is soft and pliable, so it makes 
sense to only use soft materials when 
cleaning it.

There are several advantages to installing 
laminate flooring over hardwood flooring 
in homes. This synthetic flooring product 
mimics hardwood floors while providing 
an inexpensive and durable floor.  The 
correct cleaning solution to maintain its 
shine and beauty is needed.  Baking soda 
is an ideal ingredient to use for cleaning 
purposes.  It is an alkaline powder and 
mild scouring agent that works well for 
breaking up dirt and grime.  This cleaning 
solution can also be used safely on tile 
floors and linoleum.  Mopping regularly 
with a microfibre mop and the right 

Floor care and treatment can seem 
a never-ending task, taking into 
account that it is important to 

recognise that each floor has its own care 
and maintenance instructions provided 
by the manufacturer. 

Proper cleaning and maintenance will 
add years to home, business and office 
floors.  From simple tips to smart cleaning 
solutions, appropriate care and cleaning 
solutions will protect the investment 
made in a home, business or office floor.

There are several different mixtures to 
use for hardwood floors: water, straight 
ammonia, alkaline products or abrasive 
cleaners are wood’s worst enemies.

WOCA Denmark (local agent OGGIE 
flooring) has specially developed a range 
of flooring products to keep wood floors 
beautiful and well protected.

They offer an extensive range of 
products for pre-treatment, basic 
finishing, and maintenance for different 
types of flooring finishes and different 
species of wood.

For carpeting the scope of work 
requires vacuuming and shampooing or 
steam cleaning when needed.  Choosing 
the right cleaning product for carpet 
is not always easy, but it is crucial.  The 
wrong product can at best be inefficient 
and at worst damage the floor or harm 
human health.  Treatments come in many 
options – they can be engineered directly 
into the polymer of the fiber, applied 
during manufacture, or even purchased 
as a spray-on product.

Sustainable and eco-friendly, natural 
cork flooring is durable, reliable and looks 
great in homes and office spaces.  One of 

Floor care & 
treatment

by Stienie Greyling

FLOORING 
TREATMENTS
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On The Terrace

FLOORING 
TREATMENTS

cleaning solution for them is one of the 
best methods in making laminate floors 
shine organically and preventing dullness.

Bamboo flooring is scarily strong, 
beautiful to look at and available in an 
assortment of style and finishes, so it is 
definitely got a lot going for it.  But its 
unique make up means that scratches, 
dings, dents and footprints on bamboo 
flooring come hand-in-hand with this 
stunningly sustainable flooring option.  A 
lightweight vacuum is the most popular 
and fastest way to lift dirt, sand and grit 
off the floor.

With rubber flooring anywhere in the 
home, business or office, it is important 
to provide proper care and maintenance 
to help the rubber floor maintain its best 
qualities.  Rubber flooring is commonly 
used as gym flooring for basketball courts, 
tennis courts, weight rooms and indoor 
tracks by schools and health facilities. 
Keeping rubber floors clean is relatively 
easy and only requires a few materials; a 
vacuum, mop and mild detergent.

No type of flooring material is truly 
maintenance free, and the same holds 
true for decorative concrete.  Concrete 
floors are relatively easy to care for when 
compared with other types of flooring, 
especially carpet, but they do require 
regular attention.  Avoid harsh cleaning 
products, a pH-neutral cleaner is best for 
decorative concrete flooring.

Marble tile floors add timeless elegance 
to any floor and room. When cared for 
properly, they can last well beyond your 
lifetime.  Use a soft natural dust mop and 
vacuum cleaner with brush attachments, 

not plastic or metal attachments and also 
blot up spills quickly.

Vinyl is a great option for durable, 
inexpensive flooring.  Vinyl flooring can 
stand a lot of abuse even in high-traffic 

areas of a house, but it still needs care and 
cleaning to keep it looking its best.  First, 
vacuum or dry mop the floor to remove 
dust, hair and dirt and then a wet mop 
and a cleaning solution.
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ON THE 
TERRACE

You barely watered them and they 
start spreading or start pushing 
flower buds... you instantly 

feel capable and you start to think that 
maybe you are not a plant killer after all. 
Regardless of how anyone gets started, 
succulents seem to grow in popularity 
each year and the reasons are not hard to 
find.

Due to their unique water retaining  
properties, succulents have evolved as 
drought resistant plants. With climate 
change and drought incidences rising, it 
is no surprise to see succulents becoming 
a fixture in people’s gardens and homes 
across the globe. They thrive in dry, arid 
climates where most other plants would 
not survive. 

Not only are succulents drought 
resistant, but they are also hardy plants that 
are easy to care for and maintain. These 
low maintenance plants require little to no 
attention in your garden or indoors, given 
the right growing environment. They 
do require some watering and the right 
potting mix, but once you figure out the 
basics, these plants are among the easiest 
to care for. 

Succulents come in many different 
unusual shapes, colours, textures and 
features. Each plant has its own unique 
qualities. Their exquisite beauty is 
featured in an amazing range of colours. 
As you get to know these plants, you find 
out that they transform in colour under 
different lighting conditions. Some plants 

A sucker for succulents

turn from dark green in the shade to 
bright red or orange in full sun. You can 
find just about any colour range from 
white to dark purple or black, blues and 
greens, mauves and silvers etc. etc.

A cost effective way to multiply your 
succulent collection is by propagating 
from cuttings, stem cuttings, leaf cuttings, 
offsets or seeds from a mature plant. Some 
succulent plants are easier to propagate 
than others and it takes a little bit of 
practice, some research, a bit of trial and 
error to begin propagating successfully, 
but the reward is worth the time and 
effort.

Succulents can be grown as indoor as 
well as outdoor plants. Most succulents 
require a bright surrounding but not 
completely full sun. A lightly shaded patio 
outside, or a bright sunny location inside 
would be enough light for them to grow. 
They are also not picky as to what type 
of pot you plant them in, but prefer to be 
in pots with drainage holes (fast draining 
soil) as they do not like to sit in water.

To grow healthy succulents, mimic 
the conditions they would experience 
naturally. During spring and summer, it’s 
the growing season for most succulents, 
so keep the soil moist but not wet. It’s 
better to let the soil get a little dry between 
watering than it is to overwater. Water less 
frequently during winter when succulent 
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ON THE 
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plants are normally dormant. Keep the 
soil on the dry side, but don’t let it dry out 
completely.

Fertilization should be fairly minimal 
with succulent plants and it might not be 
needed at all. This depends largely on the 
type of succulent you are growing, and 
if feeding is called for, do so only during 
the active growing season using a diluted 
liquid fertilizer designed for succulents.

Although virtually all succulents do 
well in hot, dry conditions, that doesn’t 
mean they thrive in direct sun all day. 
Many succulents do best when they are 
in direct sun for only a few hours a day, 
and they might need protection from 
getting scorched in the hot midday sun. 
If your succulents came from a nursery 
where they didn’t get much sun, it’s best 
to gradually expose them to increasingly 
longer periods of direct sunlight.

The Garden Boutique in the suburb 
of Johannesburg North (yes that is a 
suburb in Jhb) stocks a wide variety of 
succulent plants available in different 
sizes and potting options. Stocking up to 
a low maintenance water-wise succulent 
collection of beauties does not seem like 
a bad idea at all.

 
www.ineeden.co.za

A fter 27 years of manufacturing 
a range of early 20th century 
garden furniture, hope has slowly 

experimented and evolved ‘3’  – a line of 
contemporary furniture that compliments 
the traditionally forged stalwarts we are 
renown for.

Designed by Adrian Hope and tooled 
for production by David Timothy, 3 is 
a small growing body of original work, 
a collection of functional furniture for 
contemporary living that utilises and 
sustains traditional artisanal skills.

It explores a family connection with 
Celtic traditional design from the arts and 
craft era on the island of Iona. The soul 
of the collection lies in the geometry of 
the triquetra - from Latin, feminine of 
triquetrus ‘three-cornered’, a symmetrical 
triangular ornament of three interlaced 
arcs dating back to the 16th century used 
on Celtic metalwork and stone crosses 
that has its origins in nature.

Strongly influenced by functional mid-
century Scandinavian design, 3 strives 
to embody the Finnish mid century 
architect  Alvar Aalto’s adage - “beauty is 
the harmony of purpose and form ”

The products of considered 
proportions, display a noticeably lean 
Nordic character, they are quiet, still and 
purposeful.

 In a subtle display of engineering 
ingenuity, the realisation of the compound 
curves elevate the deceptively simple 
designs to a sculptural form. 

The asymmetrical stance of the OLY 
stool and tables create an unusual visual 
tension that invites a third glance. 

The apparent constructional detail and 
characteristic forged features gives them 
an unmistakable link to their ‘smithed’ 
relations in the traditional range.

Like all hope products the steel is 
locally part forged, pressed and welded, 
then surfaced with jointed and selected 
hardwoods by dedicated artisans at our 
factory 

 - simple, robust and made to last. 
Intended for both indoor and outdoor 

areas of cafes and apartments, suitable 
for homes and terraces with limited 
space,  the seating, when unused nestles 
under the tables.   The collection has been 

growing slowly and currently consists of - 
a trinity of stools at three different heights 
- two solid symmetrical benches, one 
leaner one longer, three different tables 
- round, ‘squarish’ and softly rectangular 
and yes, there is (still) a chair struggling 
to birth …  

3 is available in our hallmark 
maintenance friendly galvanised finish 
and 4 ferro textured powder coated 
colours - blood red, signal yellow, forge 
black and ash grey, they can be combined 
with a choice of sustainably forested 
timber, Jarrah or Ash

may the trinity be with you ….

www.hopegf.com

 The Trinity
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EVENTS

China and Europe each have their 
own regional characteristics, 
cultural identities, and 

developmental processes. A great 
chasm exists between the two historical 
lineages, yet, they have never ceased 
to interact. Through historical and 
social critiques against the educational, 
technical, intellectual as well as ethical 
establishments, European architects of 
the past generations had influenced and 
changed the course of architecture and 
urbanism in a deeply profound way. 

Fast forward to the last 40 years, what 
China has faced and witnessed in terms 
of its opportunities and challenges in 
urban development, will surely present 
even greater changes to the urbanism 
and architecture of the future. In such a 
time of great change and uncertainty, The 

Sino-Europe Architecture Media Center 
has the ambition to transcend the thought 
process that places emphasis on identity, 
politics, and differences, and to create a 
valuable and professional opportunity 
to put the contemporary architectural 
practice of Chinese and European 
architects on the same stage. 

Based on two geographic regions - 
China and Europe - both possessing 
extended histories and sophisticated 
architectural cultures, by combing 
through the works and words of architects 
from the two regions, the Inaugural 
Sino-Europe Invitational Architectural 

Exhibition hopes to convey diverse, 
complex, sustainable, and thought-
provoking architectural practices and 
positions.

Curated by renowned Shanghai-based 
architect-curator-urbanist Mr. Yuyang 
Liu, the goal of the Exhibition - in light 
of the global pandemic, with geopolitical, 
economic, and climate uncertainty - is to 
bring together 16 Chinese studios and 8 
European studios to share their visions 
and works, and to establish common 
grounds by fostering mutual dialogues. 

Forming a cross-national, cross-
scale, and cross-dimensional set of 

Inaugural Sino-
Europe Invitational 

Architectural 
Exhibition

Shanghai, China

Architekten La Maison du Savoir University of Luxembourg, Baumschlager Eberle
Photo credit: archphoto

Swirling Cloud Bulletin Pavilion for BJFU Garden Festival, SUP Atelier of THAD
Photo credit: Su Chen & Chun Fang

Super Babylon shared living community, MAT Office
Photo credit: MAT Office

Architekten La Maison du Savoir University of Luxembourg, 
Baumschlager Eberle
Photo credit: archphoto

M2 Tourist Port at Bai Lianjing Shanghai, Original Design Studio, TJAD
Photo credit: Yong Zhang
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“architectural dialogues”, works and 
words to be exhibited will centre around 
the main theme—Vicissitude of Vision—
and three underlying aspects: History, 
Moment, and Future. 

Co-chaired by Mr. Johannes Kreissig, 
Chairman of Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für Nachhaltiges Bauen (German 
Sustainable Building Association), and 
Prof. Xin Ran, Dean of School of Design, 
Shanghai Jiaotong University, a panel of 
distinguished scholars from both Europe 
and China have been invited to serve on 
the Experts Committee, further providing 
critical viewpoints and comments on the 
exhibition, as well as to select the Sino-
Europe Architecture Award winners.  

“The value in architecture, as I see it, 
has always come from its response to life’s 
consolation and hope.” — Chief Curator, 
Yuyang Liu

In this unique architectural exhibition 
that links China with Europe, how shall 
one re-think the ontology, technique, 
and culture of architecture?  And what 
will the invited architects bring with 
their responses and presentations?  With 
the timely exhibition theme and the 
impressive list of participants, there is 
reason to believe that works as well as 
ideas to be presented will be worthy of the 
efforts and surpass all expectations.

www.alya.cn

Philippines Siargao Apsaras Tribe Resort, CUHK+UNITINNO
Photo credit: Li Yao

Lindt Home of Chocolate, Christ & Gantenbein
Photo credit: Walter Mair

Tongling Recluse, RSAA/Büro Ziyu Zhuang
Photo credit: Shengliang Su

Rockbund 6, David Chipperfield Architects
Photo credit: Christian Richters

Science and Technology Center of Kenzi, Tanghua Architect & Associates
Photo credit: Tanghua Architect & Associates
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Design Miami/ Podium opens 
today, inaugurating the fair’s 
temporary return to its original 

home in the Miami Design District, and 
first virtual edition of the fair with over 
240 pieces shoppable via Design Miami/ 
Shop. This year’s fair runs across ten 
days and welcomes eleven international 
galleries and three unique Curio 
presentations as well as exciting partner 
content and satellite exhibitions.

“With Design Miami/ Podium we 
are excited to be able to offer not only 
our debut digital incarnation of our fair, 
but  also a moment to physically come 
together, safely, to celebrate design and 

showcase the work of some of the world’s 
most talented designers. I really want to 
thank our galleries, designers, partners 
and the Design Miami/ team for their 
positive response to Design Miami/ 
Podium, without their support we would 
not have been able to achieve what we 
have done here today at the Moore 
Building and we look forward to building 
on this for 2021 and hopefully all being 
back together, in person, again soon” 
Jennifer Roberts, CEO of Design Miami/

Design Miami/podium
Exploring the theme America(s), 

the featured Design Miami/ Podium 

exhibition has been curated by Curatorial 
Director Aric Chen and looks at the 
meaning and understanding of America 
through the juxtaposition of significant 
works of design and craft. While high-
lights include a rare Navajo Wedge Weave 
Blanket presented by Shiprock Santa Fe, 
a collection of very rare and important 
painted Shaker boxes from John Keith 
Russell, and important twentieth 
century works by designers including 
George Nakashima, Wendell Castle, 
Charles Eames, and Eero Saarinen, they 
also include designs from across Latin 
America and further afield. Also featured 
is a diverse selection of contemporary 
designs, many from underrepresented 
voices and exploring social and political 
themes from Black Lives Matter to gender 
and environmental issues, and two nearly 
complete dinosaur skeletons excavated 
from what is now Wyoming.

“The exhibition is not about defining 
‘American design’ per se, but rather 
aims to examine ‘America’ as an idea, 
ideal and work-in-progress—one that 
offers multiple narratives, histories, 
interpretations, and futures,” says Chen.

Design Miami/ awards
Ahead of the opening today, the 

Design Miami/ awards jury convened 
to review the show and identify the top 
ten designs in two categories, historical 
and contemporary. The jury included 
Miami design collector and connoisseur 

Al Eiber, Wolfsonian–FIU Chief Curator 
Silvia Barisione, Design Miami/ Director 
of Exhibitions Jillian Choi, and New York 
architect and design expert Lee Mindel, 
who served as Jury Chair.Architect-
designer Gaetano Pesce’s latest take on his 
classic Pratt Chairs—produced this year 
as the legend turned 80—was awarded 
Best in Show in the contemporary 
category. “Gaetano is living history,” said 
Mindel. “It’s amazing to see someone have 
such a long career and remain as relevant 
today as he was forty years ago.” 

In the historical category, Best in Show 
was awarded to a set of antique walking 
canes, produced in the US between the 
late 19th century and early 20th. Crafted 
in a range of words, each cane is crowned 
with a carved fist. “Looking at this usual 
collection of objects, you’re reminded 
that some struggles have been around 
for a long time,” remarked Mindel. “But 
hopefully things are getting better too.”

Top 10 contemporary 
• Surfin USA Chair by OrtaMiklos/ 

Friedman Benda
• Ritual Calendar by Ini Archibong/ 

Friedman Benda
• 3 Pratt Chairs by Gaetano Pesce/ Salon 

94 Design
• Island Lamp by Stuart Haygarth/ 

Carpenters Workshop Gallery
• Palmea Wall Unit by Khaled El Mays/ 

House of Today presented by R & 
Company

• Basin by Donte Hayes/ Mindy Solomon 
Gallery

• Nest #1 Chair by hettler.tüllmann/ 
Mindy Solomon Gallery

• Wall Platter by Jaydan Moore/ 
Ornamentum

Design Miami
Podium opens in Miami Design District’s Moore Bulding
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• Centerpiece by Iris Eichengerg/ 
Ornamentum

• The Party’s Over by Michelle Erickson/ 
Michelle Erickson Pottery

Top 10 historical
• 23 Shaker Oval Boxes/ John Keith 

Russell
• Executive Rosewood Writing Table by 

Bodil Kjær/ Morentz Gallery
• Power to the People Walking Sticks/ 

Olde Hope
• Five Leaf Chair by George Nelson/ R & 

Company
• Space Arcology Nuggets Space for Peace 

Drawing by Paolo Soleri/ Converso 
• Tea Cart by Jorge Zalszupin/ Mercado 

Moderno
• 8-Drawer Chest by George Nakashima/ 

Moderne Gallery
• Hessian Hills Child’s Chair by Wharton 

Esherick/ Moderne Gallery
• Gazelle Lounge Chairs by Dan Johnson/ 

Ponce Berga
• Wishbone by JD Blunk/ Jason Jacques 

Gallery

Design Miami/Podium virtual 
programming

As well as evolving the physical 
presence of Design Miami/ in 2020, new 
digital formats have been embraced by 
Design Miami’s galleries and partners 
who have worked tirelessly to offer 
exceptional contemporary and historic 
content to a truly global audience. In 
addition to the ability to search and shop 
pieces from the physical fair online via 
Design Miami/ Shop, visitors can also 
digitally navigate the fair in 3D, exploring 
the exhibition and individual objects up 
close. Live virtual tours hosted by Aric 
Chen will also allow visitors tuning in 

from across the world the opportunity to 
join real-time walk-throughs of the fair.

Design Miami/ Talks Forum
The Design Miami/ Talks Forum also 

goes digital in 2020 with an expansive 
schedule of over 20 virtual talks across 10 
days all streamed online at Design Miami/ 
Shop. The full schedule can be found here 
and highlights include:

America, America(s): Rethinking 
“American” Design

Launching both the America(s) theme 
of Design Miami/ and the America 
issue of Harvard Design Magazine, 
this discussion will examine how new 
narratives and histories of design are 
being constructed just as notions of 
“America” itself are being questioned, 
challenged, and revised.

In the Work: Makers and Shakers
In this two-part series, produced by 

Shaker Museum and Design Miami/, 
Lacy Schutz, Executive Director of Shaker 

Museum, talks with contemporary artists 
Katie Stout and Emily Adams Bode 
about the resonance of Shaker ideals 
and aesthetics in modern design, with a 
special acknowledgement to the feminist 
ideals espoused by the Shaker community.

Designers & Creatives in a Post-
Pandemic World - Lexus & Whitewall 
Art & Design Innovation Series

The pandemic has been our new 
reality for just under a year. What kind 
of perspective shifts have taken place - 
personally and creatively - for designers? 
How will changed human behaviours 
impact new projects, products, and 
collaborations? How have visions of the 
purpose and potential of design altered? 
A panel of visionary designers and design 
creatives discuss the big takeaways of 
2020. Moderated by Katy Donoghue, 
Editor in Chief of Whitewall Magazine, 
panelists include designers Yves Behar 
and Marcel Wanders, artists the Haas 
Brothers, and president of CALTY Design 
Research Kevin Hunter.

Reviving Beirut Through Heritage 
Conservation, presented by Irthi 
Contemporary Crafts Council

Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council’s 
Farah Nasri hosts a conversation with 
Lebanese creatives to shine a light on 
Beirut’s movable and immovable cultural 
heritage—and its immediate need for 
safeguarding. Architect Bernard Khoury, 
designer Nada Debs, and Tessa and 
Tara Sakhi of multidisciplinary studio 
T SAKHI share their experiences and 
insights into how to leverage the past 
for a more environmentally, socially, 
and economically sustainable future for 
Beirut.

In Conversation: Pusha T x Pharrell 
Williams x Tina Brehon, presented by 
Adidas

Rapper, songwriter, and record 
executive Pusha T talks with singer, rapper, 
songwriter, record producer, fashion 
designer, and entrepreneur Pharrell 
Williams and the Miami-based creative 
behind Girl From Huntersville, Tina 

Manta Ray
R & Company: Johnny Swing
Katharine Suarez

Soane
Todd Merrill Studio: Gregoire Scalabre
Photo credit: Todd Merrill

Geronimo
Ornamentum: Ted Noten

Photo credit: Ornamentum Gallery
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Brehon, in a wide ranging conversation 
on curiosity, resourcefulness, and not 
letting humble origins define your 
potential. Special spotlight on Brehon’s 
latest collaboration with Williams and 
adidas, which resulted in a new collection 
of facemasks that combine safety with 
self-expression.

In Conversation: Craig Robins x Virgil 
Abloh, presented by Architectural Digest

Amy Astley, Editor-in-Chief of 
Architectural Digest, interviews designer, 
entrepreneur, and DJ Virgil Abloh and 
real estate developer, entrepreneur, 
art collector, and philanthropist Craig 
Robins about the future of cross-
disciplinary creativity and its impact on 
entrepreneurship today.

Common Ground: A Project of Hope 
and Reconciliation through America(s) 
Clay, Wood, Water, and Food

Aric Chen, Design Miami/ Curatorial 
Director talks with Bobbye Tigerman, 
Marilyn B. & Calvin B. Gross Curator of 
Decorative Arts & Design at LACMA, LA 
artist Adam Silverman, and Foodways 
professor and activist Scott Barton about 
Silverman’s ambitious new project, 
Common Ground. Silverman is in the 
midst of collecting clay, wood ash, and 
water from all 56 US states and territories 
and using the combined materials to 
make 56 pots and 56 dinnerware sets, 
which will be used to host meals around 
the country.

Awake NY x tschabalala self exclusive 
t-shirt for Design Miami

Today also sees the launch of the 
limited-edition t-shirt designed by 
Tshabalala Self and produced by Design 
Miami/ in partnership with Awake NY, 

dw

available exclusively on the Design Miami/ 
Shop website until sold out. Tshabalala’s 
design uses a drawing from a suite of 24 
that became the building blocks for her 
Bodega Run series which brought to life 
the world of the bodegas commonplace 
in her childhood Harlem neighborhood. 
100% of net sales of the shirt from both 
online and on-site at Design Miami/ will 
benefit the Martin Luther King Economic 
Development Corporation and The MLK 
Kitchen Incubator, which has responded 
to the pandemic’s food deficit by 
providing 1,200 meals per week to seniors 
in the Miami-Dade community.

Design Miami/ collaborations and 
satellites

Design Miami/ has expanded 
across the Miami Design District with 

FENDI showcasing their latest design 
collaboration as a satellite exhibition. The 
Italian fashion house has commissioned 
New York-based artist Sarah Coleman 
to create a series of design pieces using 
FENDI fabrics and archival imagery to 
repurpose and renew furniture pieces that 
will be exhibited in the FENDI Miami 
Design District Boutique. Design Miami/ 
is also partnering with Miami Design 
District to present Space Tomorrow, an 
experimental VR experience presented 
by Eventure in partnership with School 
of Space. Part multisensory installation 
and part-multi reality activation, 
Space Tomorrow at Design Miami will 
facilitate possibilities for designing: Space 
Tomorrow to help heal America(s).

www.miamidesigndistrict.net
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Ethereal Series Lounge Chair
Todd Merrill Studio: Marc Fish
Photo credit: Todd Merrill

The Moore Building

Holon Pipe
Ornamentum: Jiro-Kamata
Photo credit: Ornamentum Gallery

Yellow Light Bronze Mesh
Carbonell

Photo credit: Gee Man

 Stephen Burks Broom Thing
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Southern Guild and Friedman Benda 
are pleased to announce iThongo 
by Andile Dyalvane, premiering 

in Cape Town on 10 December, 2020 
and in New York City on 3 June 2021. 
An extensive collection of sculptural 
ceramic seating, iThongo is Dyalvane’s 
fourth solo exhibition. In homage to 
his ancestors, the work will travel in its 
entirety to Dyalvane’s rural homestead 
in Ngobozana, Eastern Cape, where his 
family and extended community will have 
the opportunity to view it for two days in 
November (21-22) before it is shown in 
the galleries.

iThongo, meaning “ancestral 
dreamscape” in Xhosa, refers to the 
medium through which messages 
(uYalezo uLwimi lwabaPhantsi) are 
transmitted from the ancestors. As such, 
it is an essential energetic link between 
the past, the present and the future, and 
the vital connection that fuels Dyalvane’s 
artistic practice and spiritual being.

The artist states: “My intentions with 
developing an extended body of work 
under the title iThongo is to highlight a 
gathering of dreams, seated in the soul, 
held by the spirits of our ancestors. 
Symbols are visual tools harnessed 
to more effectively impart meanings 
within messages – codes, if you will - 
that aid stories. The language of dreams 
is symbolic and therefore realised as 
uyalezo, messages from our ancestral 
spirits.”

iThongo will comprise 18 sculptural 
stools, chairs and benches, exhibited 
in the custom of Xhosa ceremonial 
gatherings, in a circular arrangement 
around a fire hearth and herbal offerings. 
Hand-coiled in terracotta clay, their 
voluptuous, rounded bases give rise to 
sculptural backrests stretching up to 
almost a metre tall. The intricate form 
of each is based on a single pictogram 

or glyph from a series of close to 200 
symbols that Dyalvane has designed to 
denote important words in Xhosa life – 
such as entshonalanga (sunset), igubu 
(drum), umalusi (herdsman) and izilo 
(totem animals) – and which also relate 
to the natural world and more universal 
human themes and concepts. 

Dyalvane’s symbolic lexicon has been 
an ongoing project, born of his interest in 
preserving traditional Xhosa knowledge, 
cultural practices and language. The 
symbols began as calligraphic ink 
drawings that he has codified over 
the years, dating back to the work he 
produced for his ground-breaking solo 
show at Friedman Benda, Camagu, in 
2016. Their debossed forms also emerge 
from and dissolve into the sculptures’ clay 
surface, an effect created using tools such 
as carved stamps and linocut tiles. His 
coded language thus becomes embedded 
into both the form and the skin of each 
piece.

Taking their inspiration from both 
Dyalvane’s personal memories and 
various African artefacts, the seating 
objects are low, sitting close to the earth 
– the ground revered as an ancient 
portal for ancestral communion. Their 
forms are curved and spherical, echoing 

the traditional rondavel structures and 
kraal enclosures in which livestock are 
kept. Circular geometry is believed to 
facilitate a free exchange of energy in 
Xhosa spiritual practices (as it is in many 
other belief systems), in keeping with the 
organic shapes found in nature.

This will be a major exhibition with 
timely relevance and profound cultural 
significance for Dyalvane, extending 
outwards to his OoJola clan, the Xhosa 
people, South Africans of all races, and 
Black people of African descent. It will 
be accompanied by a short documentary 
film and a catalogue containing academic 
texts shedding light on the exhibition’s 
spiritual aspects, both made possible with 
the support of BMW South Africa. 

A series of interdisciplinary 
collaborations that Dyalvane initiated 
with other artists further broadens 
the exhibition’s scope.  Sound healer 
and musician Nkosenathi Ernie Koela 
produced an immersive composition 
combining traditional instruments and 
sounds created by the artworks; Sisonke 
Papu, an Umtata-based poet, traditional 
healer and co-founder of the ISPILI 
Network in the Eastern Cape, wrote 
about Dyalvane’s use of symbology for 
the catalogue; and textile artist Onesimo 

Bam made a collection of garments hand-
painted in indigo dye for him to wear for 
the ceremonial presentation of his work 
to his village and to gift to his elders.

Artist biography
Widely considered one of South 

Africa’s foremost ceramic artists, 
Dyalvane was born in 1978 in the small 
village of Ngobozana, near Qobo-Qobo 
in the Eastern Cape, He grew up farming 
and looking after his father’s cattle herd 
– sowing a deep connection to the land 
and his Xhosa culture that resonates 
powerfully through his work today. His 
medium of clay, or umhlaba (mother 
earth), is at its most fundamental a life-
affirming connection to the soil. 

Dyalvane completed a National 
Diploma in Art and Design at Sivuyile 
Technical College in Gugulethu, 
Cape Town, followed by a National 
Diploma in Ceramic Design from Port 
Elizabeth Technikon in 2003. In 2005, 
he and Zizipho Poswa co-founded Imiso 
Ceramics, whose handmade tableware 
and vessels have earned the studio an 
international following. Through his 
functional designs for Imiso, he developed 
a language of incision marks inspired 
by the ancient African tradition of body 

scarification that continues to inform his 
collectible work for Southern Guild today.

Dyalvane’s work for Southern Guild 
serves as a distinct, but aligned, space 
from which to explore more complex 
ideas in greater depth with a focus on 
sculptural and monumental qualities. 

A prolific artist, he has produced four 
major bodies of work over the past five 
years: Camagu (2016), a collaboration  
with Friedman Benda; Idladla (Grain 
Silo) (2017) and Selected Works from the 
Leach Pottery Residency (2019), both at 
Southern Guild; and now iThongo (2020).

Dyalvane’s work is in the collections 
of the Vitra Design Museum, Yingge 
Ceramic Museum in Taipei, Iziko SANG, 
NMMU Art Museum in Port Elizabeth, 
and the Corobrik Ceramics Collection. He 
has presented his ceramics in exhibitions 
at galleries, fairs and museums all over 
the world, including the National Art 
Museum of China, the Vitra Design 
Museum, and the Iziko South African 
National Gallery (SANG) in Cape Town.  
He has shown his work with Southern 
Guild and Friedman Benda at Design 
Miami in the US and Basel, The Salon Art 
+ Design, PAD London, and Design Days 
Dubai. In addition, he has participated 
in NY Now, Maison et Objet, art Santa 
Fe International Art Fair, and AKAA Art 
Fair. 

A member of the International 
Academy of Ceramics, Dyalvane has 
earned residencies around the world and 
shares his knowledge through master 
classes and workshops in South Africa 
and internationally.  He is the recipient of 
the 2015 Design Foundation Icon Award. 

Andile Dyalvane 
pays homage 

to his ancestors 
with i’Thongo

His fourth solo show
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This exhibition celebrates Makamo’s 
fifteen year career span as an 
artist and will be on view until  

14 January 2021.
Inspired by his travels throughout the 

African continent, Makamo has created a 
body of work that continues to reimagine 
and interrogate our humanness as a 
people, deliberately devoid of the ‘isms’ 
that plague societies. Makamo uses 

acrylic, watercolour, oil and his signature 
medium charcoal to create works that 
capture the candid nature of everyday life, 
delving into themes that revolve around 
urbanism, migration, community and 
childhood. 

Through a process of deep isolation 
and a pedagogical practice of intense 
observation, the multi-scaled body of 
work is a documentation of the ever-

shifting dynamics of post-colonial Africa 
and is expressed predominantly through 
portraiture and figurative works.

About the artist | Nelson Makamo  -  b. 
1982 Modimolle, Limpopo, South Africa

Johannesburg based Artist Nelson 
Makamo is best known for his charcoal 
and oil paintings that redresses decades 
of images that have portrayed destitute 

International acclaimed South African visual artist Nelson Makamo 
hosts solo exhibition

 Botho Motho Batho; his first in five years

African children. Makamo’s career spans 
fifteen years since his first solo exhibition 
in Johannesburg, titled “Walk With Me” 
at Obert Art Gallery in 2005 - However, 
he has managed to solidify an iconic 
signature and a subject matter that has 
steadily placed him on a global stage, 
making him one of the world’s youngest  
and most sought-after visual artists of our 
times.

Makamo has exhibited in South Africa, 
USA, France, Italy, the Netherlands and 
Scotland. His work is featured in public 
and private collections, including City of 
Johannesburg, Oprah Winfrey, Standard 
Chartered, Matasis Investment Holdings, 
Georgio Armani, Hanzehof Zuphense 
Kunst Collection, Werksmans Attorneys, 
Rand Merchant Bank, Telkom and diverse 
private collections.

Recent publications include Time 
Magazine, Vogue Magazine Portugal, 
Create! Magazine, Visi Magazine and GQ 
magazine, to name a few.

www.bothoprojectspace.com
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Larose Guyon, a high-end brand 
infusing life and natural beauty 
into each handcrafted creation, is 

proud to unveil Automne, an exclusive 
limited-edition collection that transcends 
the boundaries of sculptural lighting in its 
embrace of artistic influences. With three 
stunning models to choose from, with a 
limited production run of 16 pieces each, 
the collection blends natural references 

with art, fashion, and functionality to 
strike a chord of timeless luxury.

“We are a lighting design firm, with 
a small-town soul, and this collection 
captures the true essence of the Larose 
Guyon story,” says Audrée L. Larose, 
co-founder of Larose Guyon. “Automne 
is inspired by nature and has been 
meticulously handcrafted into an 
exclusive collection for those seeking a 

Automne, the New Collection that Draws 
From – and Gives Back to – Nature

New York, United States

fashionable, functional work of art, rather 
than a simple lighting fixture.”

The artistic vision and noble materials 
infused into Duvet des Chardons, Fleur 
de Velours, and Valse au Crepuscule refine 
the collection’s intricate composition of 
natural elemental forms. LED lighting, 
set to the Kelvin degree of candlelight, 
illuminates the shimmering aesthetics of 
each piece’s abundant gold and brass.

Giving back to nature
Larose Guyon is committed, in 

collaboration with the non-profit 
organization One Tree Planted, to 
allocating a portion of its profits to 
planting 1000 trees for each purchase of 
the Automne collection. That means a 
total of 50,000 trees will be planted once 
the collection is sold out.

The proud owners of Larose Guyon’s 
Automne collection will be able to decide 
where the trees will be planted, in one of 
the many parts of the world where One 
Tree Planted is active. Larose Guyon will 
provide official documents certifying that 
One Tree Planted has completed the work.

Repairing the climate’s balance, 
improving air quality, restoring 
ecosystems and wildlife: Larose Guyon 
and its customers will help ensure that 
future generations will thrive on this 
unique and magical planet called Earth! 

 
Art…for more than art’s sake

Based in Verchères, Quebec, a charming 
enclave on Montreal’s south shore that 
is as colourful as its changing seasons, 
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Visual art
While the concepts behind the artistic 

designs seem otherworldly, Larose 
Guyon captures their essence through 
an analogous portrayal of Automne’s 
fantastical world. A short avant-garde 
promotional video tells the story of 
foragers venturing into a magical forest 
of light and precious materials. As hidden 
treasures emerge, natural beauty, noble 

materials, and craftsmanship collide 
with the harvesting of Automne’s delicate 
elements. The story artfully conveys 
the path of Larose Guyon designers, 
whose own journeys into their wooded 
surroundings in search of inspirational 
pockets of light and natural beauty have 
given rise to the limited-edition Automne 
collection.

“Our vision extends beyond the 
parameters of just another product, and 
Automne is a testament to that design 
philosophy,” adds Larose. “Each new 
Larose Guyon creation draws fresh 
inspiration from a new storyline, and our 
collective body of work continues to be 
written.”

www.laroseguyon.com
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Larose Guyon is distinguished by its 
handcrafted design of timeless sculptural 
works. Two years in the making, 
Automne’s original designs, infused with 
rich, enchanting narratives, bring Larose 
Guyon’s inspirational surroundings to 
market as a celebration of nature in all its 
wondrous splendor.

The collection’s poetic narrative strikes 
a balance between old-world craft and 
contemporary aesthetics, with noble 
materials that weave a story through 
each of the collection’s intricate designs. 
Quebec-made and inspired, Automne 
is the epitome of exceptional attention 
to detail and refined craftsmanship. 
Each sculptural piece is meticulously 
handcrafted, requiring between 120 
hours of great care and precision on the 
part of local master artisans to deliver an 
unparalleled collection.

The collection
Duvet des Chardons embraces the 

organic form of a thistledown, with the 
polished finish of gold and brass. The 
warm, candle-like luminosity emanating 
from its hand-blown glass globes 
illuminates 350 meters of narrow golden-
hued chains while casting shadows that 
animate its suspended silhouette. A 24k 
gold-plated solid brass structural core 

binds the chains together and encases the 
lighting mechanics of the piece.

Fleur de Velours explores nature’s 
colourful side by capturing the changing 
hues and unique shapes of the exotic 
typhinia tree. Handcrafted brass-fiber 
replicates its burnished red autumn leaves, 
emanating from antler-like branches of a 
solid brass structure. Hand-blown glass 
globes illuminate its colourful forms, all 
adorned in ornamental 24k gold-plated 
pieces.

Valse au Crepuscule, the third piece 
of the Automne collection, is defiant, 
yet discreet, eliciting the beauty of a 
suspended moment in time. Its artistic 
design skilfully blends nature’s sensuous 
shapes with the sharp opulence of 
jewellery, with hundreds of brass fibre 
leaves hanging from a hand-woven net of 
golden chains. Warm light emanates from 
translucent hand-blown glass, infusing a 
captivating shimmer onto its 24K gold-
plated adornments.

“While tied together by the Automne 
theme, each piece of the collection is 
distinct in character,” explains Félix 
Guyon, co-founder of Larose Guyon. 
“The diversity of their beauty speaks to 
the many wonders to be encountered in 
a single walk in the woods on a beautiful 
autumn day.”
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Chicken Mafia
Moskva, Russia

Gretaproject had an interesting task: to create a light, 
fashionable, cosy interior for a fast-food restaurant with 
high-quality food. The interior had to be light, provocative, 

fashionable, playful, and taking the customers to the homeland of fast 
food - the USA. Also, one of the tasks was to include unusual shapes 
and lighting that had not previously been used in any of Moscow’s 
restaurants. At the same time, the realilsation of the interior should 
not be expensive.

The interior concept is a transformation and refraction of simple 
space geometry by the sophisticated geometry of the ceiling, walls, 
and furniture. Thus, the usual rectangular shape of a space box 
after the installation of our “waves” should look like a sophisticated 
geometry, creating an optical effect and attracting the interest of 
visitors.

The architects chose plywood as a reasonable and warm material 
for this idea. Moscow’s cold climate dictates its own laws for 
choosing materials for public catering. Therefore, wood was chosen 
as the material for the geometry of the waves. Metallic reflective 
surfaces with ripples were chosen on the counterpart, showing the 
sophistication of wood forms and the simplicity of the metallic ones. 
The concrete floor and walls also set off and accentuate the interesting 
wood volume of the interior base.

The CHICKEN MAFIA label represents the tattoos of the restaurant 
owners - this symbol is reflected in the graphic design, in the drawings 
of the bathroom walls, neon inscriptions, and the choice of the Vitra 
Wire Chair DKR model of mesh chairs.

In this project, the architects wanted to show how the usual forms 
of space can be transformed thanks to the introduction of large 
volumetric elements of irregular shape, passing from the ceiling to 
walls and furniture. And also how light affects the perception of space 
and its warmth.
Photo credit: Mikhail Loskutov

gretaproject.com
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Technical sheet
• Total area: 220 м2
• Year: 2020
• Client: CHICKEN MAFIA
• Architectural bureau: Gretaproject architecture&design 
• Architects: Margarita Denisova, Maxim Kashin, Natalia Karpova 
• Location: Moscow, Russia

About GRETAPROJECT
Gretaproject Architecture and Design studio started in 2010 in 
Moscow with architectural and interior projects. One of the main 
directions is restaurant design. The chief architect is Margarita 
Denisova. All members of the team have professional architectural 
and design education and have practiced in restaurant design for 
more than 10 years. Also, the studio has undertaken residential and 
public projects of interiors and architecture worldwide.
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Mood House
Barcelona, Spain
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On the basis of the above, the load-bearing walls remained intact 
without having to surrender a functional layout of the spaces. In 
pursuit of an open, integrated, and well-lit daytime area, the kitchen-
dining room-living room was placed facing the facade. At one end 
(the glass balcony), custom-made furniture was used to create an 
independent yet connected study for the couple, with views of the 
street’s leafy trees.

This intervention provides a flexible kitchen-dining room space that 
can be laid out in two ways: 

The table resting against the island, for the daily life of a family of 
four, leaving a lot of room for movement. 

The extended table turned ninety degrees to meet the needs of large 
family gatherings, with space for up to fourteen people.

A wooden bench, a flexible lamp suspended above the table, a folding 
door that disappears when opened, and a sofa with a convertible back 
complete the functionality of this area. The correct layout of all these 
elements results in a very visually rich daytime area with its multiple 
functions, at the same time enabling the zoning of the uses with no 
interior partitions apart from a steel and glass door, which can be 
folded completely to one side as required.

MOOD House is in a building dating from the beginning 
of the twentieth century located on a busy road at the 
entrance of Barcelona City.

The highly compartmentalized interior, the result of the construction 
system and lifestyles in the early twentieth century, was becoming 
less and less functional for the everyday lives of the residents. The 
areas used the most during daylight hours (kitchen, dining room and 
study) had no natural light. They were all arranged around small and 
dark interior courtyards, so the owners of MOOD House hardly ever 
got to enjoy the daylight.

What is more, there was no connection between the dining and living 
rooms and, therefore, the latter was only used on special occasions. 
Since there were no guest rooms or storage spaces, and in view of the 
deficient lighting, the interior study was routinely used as the home 
help’s room and as a storeroom.

Added to this was the deficient HVAC installation; in the interior, it 
was installed in the false ceiling of the en-suite bathroom creating a 
somewhat uncomfortable main bedroom due to the noise and poor 
thermal insulation, which made it difficult to sleep in summer. And 
the HVAC circuits were housed in false ceilings in various spaces, 
thus depriving them of their original elegance.

Lastly, it was essential to prepare the house for the possible need to 
accommodate a person in a wheelchair. The conversion of the house 
for this purpose would turn out to be one of the greatest difficulties to 
be overcome in the refurbishment of the MOOD House.

The project was a huge challenge: it was a question of redefining the 
layout of a single-family home with specific demands in a rigid multi-
family building since the load-bearing wall structure on the first floor 
made it impossible to remove walls.

Nevertheless, the layout of the house would have to be completely 
changed.

It was necessary to integrate the daytime area (kitchen, living room, 
and dining room), to freshen it up and open it to the main façade, 
without forgetting the study area. 
 
The circulation (at least in the daytime area and en suite room) would 
have to be adapted: at least 90 cm wide with no changes in level and 
turning radiuses of 1.20m.  

In order to ensure the apartment regained its lost elegance and grace, 
it was necessary to reclaim the original high ceiling. However, the 
multiple installation requirements of the owners (air conditioning, 
heating, uninterruptible power supply, water softener, reverse 
osmosis, screen, projector, audio, and router with multiple internet 
lines) made things almost impossible. However, painstaking work, 
the confidence of the owners, and the helpful attitude of the installers 
ensured objectives were met.

Mood House
Barcelona, Spain

En Suite bedroom En Suite bedroom- Dressing room

En Suite bedroomEn Suite bedroom- Dressing room
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The former study was turned into a washroom and larder, in response 
to the request of the owner to have as much storage space as possible. 
The former kitchen was divided into two to turn it into an en suite 
bathroom and the home help room. It was therefore possible to create 
an en suite bathroom that can be converted into an adapted bathroom 
at a later date by just removing the shower screen.

The former en suite bathroom added extra square metres to the 
main bedroom thereby providing an open and adapted dressing 
room, structured around a bespoke piece of furniture combining the 
headboard of the bed and the wardrobe.

Just three materials were used: wood, micro-cement, and porcelain. 
This combination is present throughout the home and works as the 
common thread binding the project together. The colours used were 
also restricted to three: tones of grey, wood, and exceptionally the use 
of copper. The result is a sober and serene home, in which wood (for 
the floor and custom-made furniture) and coppers take a leading role 
in the proposal.

The intervention has endowed the home with optimum thermal, 
acoustic and functional comfort, which makes it possible for the 
family owners to live their daily lives in spaces that flow together 
without functional or visual obstacles and that are bathed in sunlight. 

www.gokostudio.com
dw

Living room Living room

Kitchen KitchenSingle room Bathroom
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Arch House
Brooklyn, United States
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This project is a triplex for a young couple who travel extensively 
for business and who wanted the feeling of a quiet sanctuary 
for their new home. 

They partnered with BDDW to provide furnishings throughout the 
house. The existing building is a relatively compact Anglo-Italianate 
townhouse circa 1860, and a three-story extension was added to 
expand the living space. 

The house’s signature arched doorway and front window were 
the inspiration for much of the detailing for the renovated spaces. 
Arched openings connect the dining space to the foyer as well as to 
the kitchen through a butler’s pantry.  The generous kitchen spans 
the entire width of the house and is designed for socializing while 
cooking, with a large central marble island and extensive countertop 
space. The ceilings were raised on the parlour floor to visually and 
spatially open out the space toward the rear yard, which is framed by a 
full wall of steel doors and accessed from a rear deck. The centrepeice 
of the living room is a plaster fluted fireplace surround. 

The existing wood stair and handrail were restored and the skylight 
above was replaced in the shape of an oval to match the geometry of 
the stairwell. The master suite occupies the second floor. A library 
and office with original mouldings and fireplace overlook the street. 
The bedroom, a plaster and marble master bath are linked through 
more arched openings via a raised passageway toward the rear. The 
bedroom opens onto a balcony through more steel doors. The third 
floor is configured as a level for children, guests, and caregivers.
Photo credit: Francis Dzikowski/OTTO

www.baaostudio.com Technical Sheet

Arch House
Brooklyn, United States
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Technical Sheet
• Architect: Barker Associates Architecture Office
• Alexandra Barker, FAIA, Principal
• Interior Decorator: Jae Joo Designs
• Contractor: Altek Construction
• Structural Engineer: Zaki Albanna

About BAAO Architects
BAAO Architects is an award-winning multidisciplinary practice 
based in New York with a focus on exploring spatial and material 
practices that adapt to the evolving relationships between inhabitants 
and the built environment.

BAAO has worked in the public and private sector on a range of 
projects that include ground-up private residences, interiors, and 
institutional and retail projects in the New York area, regionally, and 
internationally. The firm has engaged with a range of private and 
corporate clients including The Hudson Companies and Trinity Real 
Estate as well as developers for residential units in Inner Mongolia, 
China
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NMBHD, 1 Plex 3 Noses
Montréal, Canada
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A iming to develop a real estate heritage for a young family from 
the Montreal’s Rosemont district, the NMBHD project offers 
spatial investigations reshaping the typology of the Montreal 

triplex. The playful approach proposed by the architect enabled 
Nancy-Marie, Hugo, and little Jules to question their relationship to 
functionality as well as to compact their domestic spaces.

“From a non-linear research process, a working team was born, 
inseparable from a deep friendship. “
Nancy-Marie, Hugo and Jules

NMBHD, 1 plex 3 noses
I am a combination of familiar realities, an assemblage of fragments 
of my neighborhood \ I am a lively citizen, a shared narrative to 
challenge individuality \ I am a burst plex, tested and approved for 
compactness \ I am one, two, three gardens, above, below, in front, 
behind \ I am a studio, youngest of the trio, a conversation with my 
tabby neighbour \ I am a high-perched terrace apartment, a sprouted 
hairstyle \ I am a house on the courtyard side, a tower on four levels \ I 
am a perforated brick tunic, a garland of golden winks \ I am a shadow 
promenade, an escape for the gardener \ I am an uninhibited family 
nest, a castle for children, young and old \ I am a living building…

Jean Verville, Ph.D. art
For the last 20 years, the architect has been developing a practice 
integrating gamification of the architectural project development 
process with clients in order to integrate experiences with an 
artistic dimension. His production has won numerous national and 
international awards. Jean Verville has also been named professor at 
the School of Architecture at Laval University, Canada.

NMBHD, 
1 Plex 3 Noses

Montréal, Canada
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« Jean Verville’s practice lies on the border between traditional 
professions and multidisciplinary creative practices that revolve 
around these, happily blurring the boundaries that tend to restrict 
their respective scope. » Jacques White director, Laval University 
School of Architecture, Canada

Meet Jean Verville, Canada’s Most Experimental Architect: « As cities 
expand, skylines grow ever taller, and architects search for innovative 
ways to house the world’s booming population, there has never been 
a more crucial time to reexamine the way we live. Jean Verville’s work 
does exactly this, using an artist’s sensibility to create domestic spaces 
that are not just functional, but uplifting, too. » Jeremy Freed, SHARP 
MAGAZINE

Photo direction:
• Special collaboration / Félix Michaud +
• studio Jean Verville architectes

About the Studio
Studio Jean Verville architectes consists of a multidisciplinary team 
working under the direction of architect Tania Paula Garza Rico. The 
complementary skills of team members contribute to the variability of 
the Studio’s output. Currently, the team is working on the development 
of a 3000 m2 dental complex, personalized houses and apartments, a 
forest castle, and an immersive architectural installation for a public 
art festival in Asia
Photo credit:Felix Michaud + studio Jean Verville architectes

www.jeanverville.com
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

The end of 2020 is a welcome 
stop to the spiralling frenzy of 
the year. Coronavirus and the 

daily statistics, the President and his 
family TV talks, trying to instil calm and 
common sense, the presentations by 
the scientists (one of the few ways to 
comprehend the seriousness of the 
virus), the open/closed policies of 
lockdown levels, the new daily format 
of working in your own SOHO (Small 
Office, Home Office), the numerous 
To Let signs on office buildings, the 
desperation of new online shopping 
sites, the fear of malls, the closure of 
hotels and beaches, it has all been 
too much.

It has become a time to clear out a 
lot of unnecessary stuff. And to clear 
out thinking about unnecessary stuff, 

most of it commercially driven. Do we 
need huge festivities? Why not small 
and contained? Do we need glitzy 
decorations? What about gardens 
and parks and uncrowded open 
spaces? Open air, wind and rain, 
sunshine and clouds. These are the 
gifts of the earth, these are what will 
keep us healthy and strong. 

The simplest gifts are those of caring 
and carefulness, the simplest aids 
to prevention of contagion are soap 
and water, an inexpensive mask, and 
a bit of space between humans. But 
the hardest for some people, is the 
discipline to listen and abide by the 
accepted protocols. Clear and strong 
futures for all of us lie in our own 
social behaviour. We have to accept 
the scientific truth that this virus is not 

going away, and we need to learn to 
live with it. 

An opportunity has arisen in which 
we can and should review the way 
we live.  2021 should be the year of 
sensibility, simplicity and good health 
for us all. Let us rethink Christmas, 
and use it as a time to be with family 
and friends. Throughout the world, 
at this time, humans are having to 
review how they celebrate this very 
special family time. It is no longer 
about commercialism, it is about 
being in touch with one another. 

Gill Butler

Christmas Reclaimed

www.designingways.com
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BRIGHT IDEAS
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K Light Bedside 
Reading Lights

K Light has the latest designs of 
bedside wall reading lights to 
compliment any hotel, guest 

house or home.
With the new LED technology these 

fittings have a long life span, are durable 
and have low energy costs.

Some of our LED bedside wall lights 
have two lighting options.  One switch for 
background illumination and one switch 
for the LED reading light.

A great advantage is that the narrow 
beam of the LED bedside wall light 
illuminates your reading area without 
lighting up the whole room and causing 
disturbance to others next to you.

Placing these fittings on the wall saves 
space and makes them very versatile for 
many interiors.

www.klight.co.za
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THE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATION

0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)
www.taylorblinds.co.za

With Taylor’s MOTION Blinds you can activate your blinds from your couch, your cell phone, or even while out 
on your daily commute. MOTION window coverings can be seamlessly integrated into existing smart homes, 
or they can be the first step towards a smarter home. And as an added feature, these cable-free blinds can 
easily connect with other smart home applications too. Open your mind to added convenience, safety and an 
energy-saving way of living with Taylor’s MOTION Blinds. 

TAYLOR MOTION BLINDS

TAYLOR’S MOTION BLINDS:
FOR WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE ON,
BUT NO ONE’S HOME.


