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Drawing influence from iconic 
designs in our design archive 
and the vibrant multicultural 

transitional hub between Europe and 
Africa, Granada is a celebration of 
artisanal craftsmanship.

Printed entirely by hand in South 
Africa by dedicated artisans, Granada 
is a collaboration between St Leger & 
Viney and a trusted producer with whom 
we have had a long association.  The 
collection offers so many options for the 
decorator.  

The hero design, Harvest, features 
luscious ripe pomegranates bursting with 
possibility.  Tangiers was inspired by a 
beautiful faded damask document and 
Damascene pays homage to the intricate 

metal work found in the walled medinas 
of Morocco.  Timeless ikats feature in the 
collection as well as a nod to Africa with 
Kuba Stripe and Tribal Zebra.

We are proud that the Hopsack 
basecloth used on the hero designs has 
been developed locally for St Leger 
& Viney.  Supporting local producers 
and artisans is in our DNA and we are 
very proud to present the results of this 
exciting collaboration.

Because this collection is produced by 
hand there may be small imperfections 
and variations in colour from batch to 
batch.  This is the hallmark of a product 
that is hand made. 

stleger.co.za

Granada
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Think of it as the world’s most beautiful “no entry” sign. 
ShutterGuard® Shutters not only lend a sophisticated look to 
any window or door, they also provide high-end security when 
closed. They’re rustproof, available in custom colours and are 
backed by a 10-year warranty. The perfect way to finish off a 
home stylishly and, importantly, securely.
www.taylorblinds.co.za       0861-1829-567

Port Elizabeth
PC Agencies: 087 075 0876

Durban and Umhlanga
Aesthetics: 031 040 3192

Ballito
Blinds All of Them: 031 040 3191

Knysna
Milk&Honey®: 087 075 0877

Bloemfontein
Ralph Blinds: 010 040 7100

Johannesburg
R&C Trading: 010 040 3157
Galaxy Blinds: 010 040 3495
The Curtain Club: 010 040 7993
Blinds Express: 010 040 3156
Blinds All Types: 010 040 3155
Blind Time: 010 040 3154
Curtain Solutions: 011 465 9966
Curtain and Blind Workshop:   011 262 4600 

Pretoria
Picture Perfect: 010 040 7992

Northern Limpopo
Newton and Strever: 087 075 0845

Nkomazi
Nkomazi Blinds: 082 811 5669

FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

www.blinddesigns.co.za

AMANZI

Design Style:
Coastal

This fresh, crisp style has a 
palette filled with light, airy 

colours. Harnessing energy from 
the blue majestic ocean to more 
neutral shades, inspiring a sense 

of open living.

Cape Town
The Best Blind Company:       021 040 3001
Total Blind Design: 021 040 3002

Klerksdorp
Ridwaans Interiors: 010 040 7638

Namibia
Windhoek Touch of Style:   +264 61 245303

Vision Blinds
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About VSHD Design - Page 28
Founded in Dubai in 2007 by interior 
architect, Rania Hamed, VSHD Design 
is a multiple award-winning interior 
architecture firm renowned for the style, 
functionality, quality, and attention to 
detail of its projects in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Cairo, London, Amman, and Florida. The 
firm combines extraordinary talent and 
global experiences to create exceptional 

spaces that are as “cutting edge” or 
“timeless” as each client’s vision.
VSHD’s mission is to develop architectural 
and interior design experiences that are 
distinctive, compelling, and of superb 
quality. Infusing modesty and elegance 
into the transformation and repurposing 
of spaces, the firm has garnered 
international recognition for the beauty 
and subtle luxury of its projects.

DESIGNER 
PROFILE

homimilano.com

fieramilanocity + MiCo

05-08.09.2021

THE LIFESTYLE TRADE FAIR

JHB +27 (0)11 386 0000 CPT +27 (0)21 521 2500 DBN +27 (0)31 263 0096

Radiant Lighting offers the latest in lighting trends with superior quality and timeless sophistication. Our versatile 
range ensures that even the most intricate home design is catered for, covering functionality, efficiency and style. 
Whether you need ambient, task or accent lighting, we can help you to create a living space you can enjoy.

Y O U R  H O M E  Y O U R  S T Y L E

RCH122 JP0039

Metal and glass chandelier
700mm(w) x 1200mm(h)

RW189 JP0038 RCH123 JP0040 RCH124 JP0041

Metal wall light
120mm(w) x 443mm(h)

Metal chandelier
900mm(w) x 1200mm(h)

Metal chandelier
1100mm(w) x 1200mm(h)

www.radiant.co.za
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Spectacles  - Page 50
The Quartier des Spectacles is Montreal’s cultural heart, boasting 
North America’s most concentrated and diverse group of cultural 
venues. Year round, the district is home to countless festivals and 
events, and hosts innovative urban installations involving cutting-
edge lighting design, immersive environments or interactive 
digital spaces. The Quartier des Spectacles is a showcase for new 
multimedia technology, making Montreal a global leader in the 
urban exhibition of digital content.
The Quartier des Spectacles Partnership, founded in 2003, is 
a non-profit organization with more than 85 members active 
in the district. It is responsible for animating the Quartier des 
Spectacles by programming cultural activities, managing and 
animating public spaces, providing distinctive illumination and 
promoting the Quartier as a must-visit cultural destination. The 
Partnership benefits from the support of the Ville de Montréal.

DESIGNER 
PROFILE

HOME OF

The World Leaders in Sleep  

ENJOY
EXTRAORDINARY SLEEP 

EVERY NIGHT!

• WIDE RANGE OF MATTRESSES • ADJUSTABLE BED BASES • PILLOWS & LINEN

• JOHANNESBURG: Clearwater Shopping Centre | Design Quarter Kramerville | Hyde Park Corner | Bedfordview Shopping Centre | Fourways

• PRETORIA: Brooklyn Mall | Menlyn Shopping Centre • WESTERN CAPE: Canal Walk Shopping Centre | De Waterkant Media Quarter | Table Bay Mall 

• KZN: The Crescent at Umhlanga Ridge

www.vencasa.co.za
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DesigningWays_210x297mm_VencasaENJOY.pdf   1   2021/03/18   2:52 PM

Tel: 011 434 0444, Email:Shantelle@chairexpress.co.za
44 Hulbert Rd Cnr Rosettenville Rd, New Centre, Johannesburg 

PO Box 39799, Booysens, 2016

www.seatsahead.co.za

STRIVE

Grey Elasticated Fabric

Hidden Gas 

Adjustable Lever Self Weight Adjusting 
Synchro Mechanism

Nylon Arms

Black Nylon 

Spider Base 
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TRADE
WINDS

When it comes to flooring, the 
range of products supplied 
by a.b.e. Construction 

Chemicals have virtually become 
household names.  The company – part of 
the Chryso Southern Africa Group - has 
in its more than eight decades of operation 
formulated products that are trusted and 
applied by major flooring contractors and 
also by the home-owner/DIY enthusiast.

Among a.b.e.’s most respected floor 
coatings – with a track record of over 30 
years - is abecote WD 337, a two part, 
water-dispersed tough epoxy paint that 
produces a durable floor coating with a 
smooth finish. a.b.e. recently calculated 
that this immensely popular product has, 
over the past five years, been applied to 
floor surfaces in total of: 
• Five times the size of The Pentagon 

which, with a total floor area of 620 
000m2, is the massive headquarters of 
the US Department of Defence; 

• Almost eight times the ground area of 
the Boeing Aircraft Factory which, also 
in Washington, covers some 40 hectares 
and is said to be the largest building in 
the world; and 

• Eighty times the floor surface area of 
the 55-storey The Leonardo skyscraper 
in Sandton – the tallest building in 
Africa. 
abecote 337 tough epoxy paint is not 

only decorative – and ideal for DIY home 
applications - but also robust enough to 
protect factory and warehouse floors, such 
as those found at chicken farms, dairies, 
motor workshops, shopping centres, 
and even battery plants with their acidic 
environment. abecote WD 337 tough 
epoxy paint is now also approved for use 
at wineries by the SA wine industry. 

Some noteworthy companies for 
which the product was specified include 
Havanna Hills Wine Estate, Douglas 
Green Winery, SA Breweries, ABI Coca-
Cola, and NEU Pack Industries. 

Peter Jones, a.b.e.’s National Sales 
Manager: Flooring, says abecote WD 
337 is both oil- and petrol-resistant and 
has strong impact-resistance as well. It 
is suitable for cold rooms and ramps as 
it can be mixed with fine aggregates to 
provide non-skid surfaces.

www.abe.co.za

A.B.E. 
Floor coating has covered 

vast areas in S.A.

support@destinktbathware.co.za | www.destinktbathware.co.za  | +27 (0)12 803 9431
5 Jurg Business Park, Corner Jurg & Jakaranda Street, Hennopspark Centurion 0157
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Blurb for online platforms 
CHRYSO® Alpha Color 600, available 

from CHRYSO Southern Africa, 
prevents efflorescence on concrete while 
simultaneously giving a durable water 
repellent property to concrete

Chryso solves concrete efflorescence, 
adds durability.

Preventing efflorescence on concrete 
is often a concern for contractors, 
but CHRYSO has a simple solution - 
CHRYSO® Alpha Color 600.

In fact, CHRYSO® Alpha Color 600 
does more than reduce the appearance 
of efflorescence. It is a double-function 
admixture which simultaneously gives 
a durable water repellent property to 
concrete. Giving a beading effect to 
concrete, the admixture enables mortars 
and concrete to resist water penetration, 
by capillarity or by pressure.

It also improves the aesthetic 
characteristics of manufactured concrete 
products, considerably reducing the 
appearance of spots and rings due to 
efflorescence. This gives a homogeneous 
colour to the result, whether it is precast 
aesthetic concrete, light precast concrete 
or coloured concrete.

This high-performance efflorescence 
reducer is available in a range of 
packaging, including 25 litre jerry cans, 
200 litre drums, 1,000 litre flow bins or 
bulk tanker loads. With a long shelf life of 
12 months, it can be homogenised simply 
by some light agitation after extended 
periods of storage. It can even endure 

freezing, requiring only agitation after 
thawing to recover its properties. 

From a health and safety point of view, 
CHRYSO® Alpha Color 600 need not raise 
any concerns for contractors and their 
employees as it is classified as harmless.

za.chryso.com

dw

Coulisse, worldwide supplier of window coverings, 
launched a game changing motorised range with Apple 
HomeKit technology and presented its innovative 

textile collection, Living Beauty, at R+T Digital 2021. The digital 
trade fair, that centred round the Coulisse Academy Week, had 
visitors immerse themselves in a world of window coverings with 
interactive catalogues, inspirational videos and webinars at the 
Coulisse virtual booth. 

Living Beauty: textile collection for 2021 and beyond 
At R+T Digital 2021 Coulisse presented Living Beauty, a 

timeless textile collection inspired by the beauty of the world. 
The concept centres around sustainable and tactile materials and 
includes recycled fabrics, refined textures and luxurious velvets. 

Rather than a stand-alone collection, Living Beauty is a concept 
that covers all by beauty inspired textiles of the existing collections 
and is expanded with new textiles. Creative Director at Coulisse, 
Catharina Idema: ‘As we want to be thoughtful about what we add 
to this changing world, our focus will be on less and better, yet 
with an everlasting sense of beauty. We will add well considered 
textiles to the Living Beauty concept throughout the year.’ 

The Living Beauty concept was met with a positive response from 
the visitors of R+T Digital 2021, who particularly appreciated the 
focus of the collection; creating sustainable beauty with materials 
that can stand the test of time, rather than fast-fashion.

coulisse.com

Coulisse launches motorised range with Apple HomeKit 
technology for interior window coverings.

dw
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National Diploma in Interior Design. 
The design research for that qualification 
required me to visit a school/care home/
medical institution, and an individual 
who was either visually, hearing, 
physically, or mentally impaired. I found 
these interviews and site visits critical to 
my understanding of their design needs. 
The interviewees were forthcoming, 
providing rich, insightful information 
under the protection of the university’s 
ethics and consent forms. 

In 2013, I returned to do a part time 
MTech Interior Design qualification, 
which took a lot longer than expected as I 
had to learn how to write as an academic! 
My thesis investigated how South 
African Hotels accommodate people 
with visual disabilities. I interviewed 
visually impaired professional people 
who had stayed in hotels and I visited 3-, 

4-, and 5-star hotels, where I interviewed 
senior staff members and observed the 
hotel interiors. On completion of each 
qualification, I compiled a short reference 
guide for designers to use when designing 
interior spaces; Residential Design for 
people with a variety of disabilities 
and Guidelines for Hotel Interior 
Environments for Visually Impaired 
Guests.

I am Kathy Tinney, author of the blog 
and an interior office designer with 28 
years of experience. Twenty-five years 
were spent at a property company, which 
entailed completing many office designs 
and installations for tenants moving. 
In 2014 I was medically boarded due 
to having multiple sclerosis. Multiple 
sclerosis is an auto immune disease that 
affects the myelin sheathes covering and 
protecting the nerves. It affects people 

with different symptoms and disabilities, 
from mild to relapsing and remitting, to 
severe. I have now lived with the disease 
for 37 years and continue daily to fight the 
fight positively and to keep moving. In 
my retirement, a visually impaired friend 
encouraged me to communicate my 
disability interior design knowledge. In 
February 2020, Interior Design Disability 
Guide was launched as a weekly, now 
fortnightly blog. It is an information 
site and not a business. The information 
posted on iddguide is shared to enable 
others to use the disability guidelines 
for the improvement of environments 
for disabled people. The objective is for 
interior environments to no longer be an 
obstacle to successful living for persons 
living with disabilities.

IID

It most definitely can!!! Do you know 
the key questions to ask at a brief 
when designing for a person with a 

disability? How to measure the contrast in 
colour, the amount of lighting for people 
with low vision, and the elderly? Interior 
Design Disability Guide (www.iddguide.
wordpress.com) is a blog dedicated to 
providing readers with knowledge-based 
information, tools, and the courage to 
get going and improve the environment 
for people with disabilities. The blog 
targets an audience of: interior designers, 
architects, people with disabilities, 
families and carers taking care of people 
with disabilities. The blog is a journey of 
building knowledge and understanding 
and it is recommended that it be read 
from the earliest posts.

The four main disability groups are: 
visual, physical, mental, and hearing 
disabilities. Interiors for people with 
visual challenges was the first disability 
group to be written about. This group 

has the largest number of disabled people 
in South Africa. Currently, the posts are 
dealing with physical disabilities. After 
this the topics will deal with interior design 
for hearing impaired people and those 
with mental disabilities. It is imperative 
for a designer to understand how a 
disabled person moves, interacts, views, 
and inhabits an environment in order to 
be able to design appropriately for their 
specific needs. Understanding that design 
components such as colour are used to 
inform a person with low vision of the 
size and shape of the environment, over 
and above the aesthetic value is essential. 
A numerical measurement of the light 
reflectance value of a colour determines 
the degree of colour contrast for visual 
clarity between interior elements. 
The use of lighting can lead a person 
through a building and not only provide 
the required lux level. Ambient light is 
essential for creating an interior without 
shadows, which cause visual confusion. 

Disability design is not only limited to 
interior design but also incorporates 
other therapists and professionals.

I have been asked what I think 
qualifies me to write this blog? In 2008 
I returned to study at the University of 
Johannesburg, where I completed a BTech 
Interior Design part time over two years. 
It had been 23 years since I graduated 
from Witwatersrand Technikon with a 

Can Interior Design Assist Persons with 
Disabilities in Their Daily Living?

dw

Bathroom for visually impaired person 
demonstrating colour contrast by light 

reflectance value of colour. Textured cab-
inetry to assist with orientation. (Refer to 

www.iddguide.wordpress.com, Planning a 
Bathroom for Visually Impaired People.

Kathy Tinney

Kitchen for visually impaired person demon-
strating colour contrast by light reflectance 
value. (Refer to www.iddguide.wordpress.

com, Vision Kitchen, 28 May 2020).
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Homes are getting smaller but our 
kitchens are getting bigger…at 
least we want them to be.  With 

more and more people downscaling to 
apartment and compact home living, how 
do they continue to enjoy cooking and 
entertaining without the kitchen being 
too large for the space and overwhelming 
the home?  Fortunately, there are ways 
to maximise the usable space in your 
kitchen and make it feel a lot bigger than 
it actually is.  

In order to maximise your worksurface 
area it is important to design your kitchen 
giving at least one spot where there is a 
minimum run of 1.5m of undisturbed 
countertop space.  Small appliances tend 
to be the greatest thief of countertop space 
so it is imperative your kitchen design has 
easy and accessible storage for these items. 
Leave only the few essential smalls out on 
display.  For the others, think of adding 
specialised storage behind lift up doors 
or roller doors or add drawers that pull 
out and allow the appliance to be used in 
situ. Make use of storage to accommodate 
knives and cooking utensils or hang 
them on the wall.  There are a variety of 
attractive ways to hang your utensils that 
can add to your kitchen aesthetic.   New 
hardware innovations now also make it 
possible to have pull-out countertops.  
This allows you to pull the additional 
work area out when needed and store it 
back in place when you are done.

Make good use of your corners.  The 
addition of a corner pull-out storage unit 
will allow you to maximise the storage 
ability of that space while still having easy 

access to everything you need.  If you 
prefer drawers to cupboards, hardware is 
now available to facilitate fully extendible 
corner drawer units.  

Drawers are a lot easier to organise 
through the use of drawer inserts. They 
also maximise your storage space better 
than a cupboard does, all while helping 
keep those lower back aches at bay.  Ensure 
you use runners that allow for maximum 
drawer extension and that have a good 
load bearing capacity. Drawers might be 
more costly than cupboards, however, the 
additional storage will be well worth the 
investment.  If you like to have cupboard 
space, internal drawers can be added to 
the cupboard.  These units are only seen 
once the cupboard door is open and allow 
you to use the dead-space usually at the 
top of a cupboard. This is a relatively 
easy addition to make to your existing 
cupboard units.

The space under the sink is often under-
utilised due to the cut out required for the 
underside of the sink and the pipe work.  
Drawer runners are now available that 
will allow for drawer units under the sink 
to clear the plumbing works, allowing you 
to capitalize on this extra bit of storage 
space that is often overlooked.

Give some thought to your sink – 
size, configuration, drainage etc.  Going 
smaller because your space is smaller can 
be impractical.  Sinks are now available 
with a nifty and stylish cover that slides 
over the bowls giving additional working 
counter space and facilitating a clean and 
tidy look when not in use.   If this is not 

an option, look at an underslung basin.  
These are aesthetically non-invasive and 
will not overwhelm the space as much 
as a sink with a drainer. If you must have 
a drainer consider a sink in a colour to 
complement your worksurface.  This way 
the sink will blend in rather than stand 
out. The new synthetic ranges available 
ensure the durability of the colour in these 
options and they are pleasing to the eye.

The addition of a pull-out pantry to 
maximise grocery storage and make 
your items accessible is an absolute must. 
There are a variety of sizes as well as 
configurations available that will suit your 
space.  

Your choice of appliances is also 
important.  Be cautious of choosing 
large bulky fridges or cookers; they have 
a tendency to steal precious space and 
dominate the room making a smaller 
kitchen look cluttered and overwhelmed. 
Look for cooking appliances with 
sleek lines that are unobtrusive.  Most 
manufacturers now make a stackable 
range where oven, microwave, coffee 
machine and steam oven are all available in 
the same aesthetic and built to be installed 
one above the other. Allow your kitchen 
designer to guide you with regards to the 
possibilities as well as the recommended 
heights of your appliances to ensure their 
functionality is not compromised. If you 
are considering a gas hob, thought needs 
to be given to whether the gas bottle is able 
to be housed externally to the kitchen, or 
whether it needs to be accommodated 
within the kitchen units, as it will take 

dw

KSA

up some of your valuable storage. Always 
ensure that the current bylaws and health 
and safety regulations are followed in this 
regard. 

For your refrigeration and laundry, 
integrated is definitely the way to go.  
Given that integrated appliances are 
hidden from view by a cupboard door; 
they look incredibly sleek and allow the 
kitchen design to flow ‘unbroken’ and do 
not intrude on the space.

The pocket door is a great addition 
to a small kitchen, particularly one 
that is open plan.  These can be used in 
any number of ways to conceal parts 
of the kitchen, whether it be the sink 
area, stacked laundry appliances or a 
coffee station.  When closed, the kitchen 
presents as a piece of elegant furniture 
with no disruption from the usual kitchen 
trappings.  When open, the kitchen is 
returned to a functional part of daily life. 
Investing in a good quality mechanism 
and a company that is experienced in the 
installation thereof is vital to the correct 
and ongoing operation of the doors.

Making your small space seem large 
is not just about the physical kitchen 
itself.  Colour, texture and light play an 
important role.  When choosing your 
kitchen finishes, opt for those that reflect 
light rather than absorb it.  While darker 
hued colours are very much on trend at 
the moment, they will only work in a 
small kitchen if there is plenty of natural 
light or very good layered artificial light, 
and if the open plan space itself is big 
even if the kitchen is not.  Using neutral, 

natural finishes will help the space seem 
larger.  Avoid adding anything with a 
heavy pattern; whether it be tiles, wood 
grain or stone speckle, unless, as with the 
dark colours, you have an abundance of 
light and an extended area of space.

The addition of a large-scaled mirror 
to the space will help reflect light and add 
an illusion of depth and space.  Caution 
against using the mirror as a splashback 
behind the hob, it will get splattered with 
grease when you cook and can be a chore 
to keep clean and streak free.

Good lighting is key and should be 
layered.  Layered lighting will allow your 
kitchen to take on a new sense of space,  
seeming small and unobtrusive when not 
in use, and large and welcoming when in 
use.  There should be functional lighting 
for the overall casting of general light, 
accent lighting to highlight specific areas 
like display cupboards, task lighting to 
illuminate work space areas, mood lighting 
to add subtle accents and feature lighting 
if you wish to add a central lighting piece 
as a functional design feature. We would 
advise consulting a lighting specialist to 
gain maximum insight.

The more streamlined your kitchen 
and design, the larger it will appear.  
Keep cupboard décor to a minimum.  
Where possible, keep cupboards and 
drawers handle-less with push to open 
mechanisms or the addition of a channel 
or handle groove to facilitate opening and 
closing.  Handles and knobs should only 
be used sparsely as a decorative accent.

It is amazing how big a small, well-
designed, kitchen can be.  Good planning 
is essential for optimising a small space, 
particularly one as well used as a kitchen. 
Give your kitchen company a good brief, 
but accept their expert input to ensure 
your space is maximised, and your 
aesthetic, durable and space enhancing. 

www.ksa.co.za

Big Ideas for a 
small kitchen 



22    Issue 240 • dw   23        dw • Issue 240

dw

PRODUCT 
DESIGN

Originally designed by OKHA for 
a private art collector and tribal 
arts dealer, the Curator was 

conceived as a singularly sculpted form 
on which to recline, rest and reflect upon 
the art works of his collection and hence 
the name CURATOR.

The Curator would itself seamlessly 
merge with the collection with its honed 
and chiselled form, which changes from 
every viewing angle resulting in an 
unlikely balance from seemingly random 
but intuitive asymmetry.

The Curator is certainly one of the 
more provocative chaise longues to 
be launched in the design world and 
has been described by Adam Court, 
OKHA’s Creative Director as “an abstract 
landscape honed into seating design”. 

Selected for acclaimed architecture 
and interior residential projects Beyond 
(SAOTA) and Hillside View (ARRCC), 
Curator creates a sense of contemporary 
drama when paired with more classical 
pieces. The bar and bar lounge of SAOTA 
home Beyond hovers over the pool and 
showcases the Curator couch together 
with a Kenneth Cobonpue chair, Martie 
Kossatz artwork and dazzling views of the 
Atlantic Ocean.

ARRCC home Hillside View employs 
the Curator’s geometric curves to lead the 

Curator sofa

eye to various focal points throughout the 
space from a striking blue rug below to 
mounted artworks by shape-master artist 
Andrzej Urbanski of Everard Read gallery. 

The Curator’s smoothed rock like shape 
can be tailored in a range of premium and 
bespoke fabrics or leathers

www.okha.com
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A LPI wood veneers are the 
protagonists of the first single-
brand store of Jusbox Perfumes, 

the Italian niche brand of fragrances 
created in collaboration with some of the 
most highly acclaimed master perfumers 
in the world. The space recently opened 
on Via della Spiga in Milan is full of 
impressions, where forms, materials and 
finishes create absolute engagement with 
the senses, to surprise visitors.

The project is by the Florence-based 
Studio Lievito, founded by Laura 
Passalacqua, Francesco Taviani and 
Jacopo Volpi, whose style reflects an 
ongoing passion and tension of the 
gesture and the essential form, deploying 
technical know-how and materials with 
great care and skill.

The surfaces of all the furnishings in the 
store, based on an arrangement of cubical 
pieces, interconnected and designed for 
the occasion by Studio Lievito, play with 
the contrast between inside and outside, 
alternating two ALPI woods: Sottsass Red 
with its accentuated grain, underscoring 
the surfaces with vivid colour, and the 
discreet Xilo 2.0 Striped Black created by 
Piero Lissoni, inspired by the intensity of 
nature.

The store is organized in two adjacent 
rooms connected by a short corridor. In 
the first space, set aside for immersion 
in fragrances, ALPI veneers have been 
selected to cover the interactive “jukebox” 
that permits selection of a favorite scent, 
as well as the shelves and display fixtures 
on the walls. The second room is a lounge 

space, in which to listen to vinyl records 
or browse through books; here again, the 
veins of ALPI wood enhance the central 
display fixture and the wall consoles.

A new project that makes it possible 
to underline the multiple applications of 
ALPI woods, capable of offering – besides 
a vast, continuously growing catalogue 
– custom creations at the service of the 
world of design, with the guarantees of 
an industrial product, but also with a 
sartorial character.

ALPI
A leader in the production of 

decorative surfaces in reconstituted wood 
veneers, ALPI was the first company 
to industrialize this manufacturing 
process: the Alpilignum veneer, made by 

ALPI for the first single-brand store of Jusbox Perfumes in Milan
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driving force behind ALPI. This drive for 
innovation has also led to collaboration 
with Piero Lissoni, art director of 
the company since June 2015. Other 
important features include the wide 
product range and the remarkable ability 
to respond to the specific requirements of 
a highly diversified clientele, also through 
the study and development of custom 
solutions that can also be repeated over 
time for every single project. 

Today ALPI – guided by Vittorio Alpi, 
grandson of the founder – operates in 
various industrial facilities employing 400 
persons in Italy and over 1300 in Africa. 
The production of Alpilignum reached 
a level of 18 million square metres; the 
company’s products are distributed in 
over 60 countries.

www.alpi.it

TRADE
WINDS
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separating and reassembling a log of real 
wood, offers countless design approaches 
and aesthetic results.

A professional partner for large 
companies in the automotive and yachting 
sectors, as well as prestigious names in 
product design, interior architecture and 
the contract market, ALPI stands out on 
the worldwide scene for its direct control 
of the entire supply and production chain, 
from the timber to the finished product, 
starting with forestry management. The 
firm provides a guarantee of legal and 
sustainable origin of the wood, and total 
product traceability. ALPI therefore 
ensures supply of an eco-responsible 
product. 

This unique approach is based on major 
investments in R&D, raw materials of the 
highest quality, cutting-edge technologies 
and painstaking bespoke workmanship. 
In fact, innovation has always been the 
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PRODUCT 
DESIGN

ZAAZ Wellness & Beauty is a 
spa located in Dubai’s Jumeirah 
neighborhood designed by 

interior design firm VSHD Design 
Dubai. Set across two floors, its interiors 
are reflective of Moroccan and Berber 
heritage combined with minimalistic 
modern design elements.

A homegrown brand with a mission to 
offer beauty and wellness treatments from 
Morocco in a harmonious and calming 
environment, ZAAZ uses top-of-the-
line beauty products, and organic skin 
oils and creams sourced from Morocco. 
Traditional Moroccan and Berber 
architectural and design elements can be 
found throughout the spa, dressing each 
space in a look inherent to Moroccan 
culture and history, with a particular focus 
on elements from southern Morocco.

The design of ZAAZ, which took 
12 months to complete, required the 
sourcing of specific materials, custom-

ZAAZ Wellness & 
Beauty Spa
Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates
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Bedrooms

design elements, and heritage items, 
including Tadelakt, a waterproof plaster 
made in Morocco for the hammam on the 
second floor; and specially made Zellij 
tiles, which can be found throughout 
the spa offering an authentic experience 
of a spa in Morocco. A distinct feature 
of ZAAZ is its simplicity. The design of 
the spa provides a taste of Morocco in a 
discreet manner without a clamour of 
embellishment and instead focuses on the 
beauty of the materials, the lighting, lines, 
and proportions inherent in each spa. The 
spa upholds Morocco’s aesthetic traditions 
and heritage as well as its renowned 
beauty rituals through a minimalistic 
design rich in materials that offers a sense 
of peace, serenity, and escape.

Project Data
• Location: Dubai, United Arab Emirates
• Area: 240 m2 
• Client: Asmaa Quorrich
• Lead Designer: Rania M Hamed
• Senior Designer: Arianna Cardin
• Project Manager: Bryan Miranda
• Photographer: Oculis Project 

www.vshd.net/
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BEDROOMS

Now more than ever, there is 
nothing like stepping away from 
it all and retreating to a cocoon-

like bedroom for quality hibernation.
Create a space that is airy and serene 

and keep the mood in the bedroom calm, 
light, intimate, easy but not boring.

A great way to reset the energy in the 
room when waking up in the morning, is 
to open the windows (weather permitting) 
to let in light and fresh air.  Fresh air and 
natural light are vital to keep up natural 
rhythms and wellness routines.

Plants and natural materials like rattan 
help to visually connect the space to the 
outdoors, which is very soothing.  Use 
quality bed sheets, a soft duvet and a 
supportive pillow to create a sense of 
comfort and cosiness. For adding some 
extra warmth, pleasant touches and 
comfort, add candlelight, soothing textures, 
soft earth tones and rich wood accents.

When it comes to mattresses there is 
no one-size-fits-all solution. Picking the 
perfect mattress is ultimately a matter of 
personal preference. 

Choosing the perfect mattress comes 
down to a person’s needs, like the 
sleep position most commonly used, 
or whether one is prone to allergies. 
Technically, a mattress is just any kind of 
flat fabric encasing filled with materials.  
The oldest known mattress was stuffed 
with layers of grassy, leafy plants and 
topped with aromatic leaves to ward off 
pests.  Although today’s mattresses have 
more complicated fillings, they follow the 
same layering concept.

There are three primary types: foam, 
inner spring and hybrid.

Homey bedroom ideas.
Add touches of wood:

Whether a bedroom is tiny or 
oversized, incorporating wood on the wall 
is a perfect way to add a sense of warmth. 
Choosing wood furnishings and accents 
can also help create that feeling of warmth 
where not possible to add panelling or 
wallpaper.

Bedrooms
by Stienie Greyling

Cape Town (Head Office) : 9 Racecourse Road, Milnerton, 7441   |   Tel: +27 (0) 21 528 8400   |   Email: info@eurolux.co.za

Johannesburg: 72 5th Street, Wynberg, Sandton, 2090   |   Tel: +27 (0) 11 608 2970   |   Email: jhb@eurolux.co.za

Durban: Talksure House 62 Umhlanga Ridge Boulevard, Umhlanga, Durban   |   Tel: +27 (0) 31 263 0088
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O607

PENDANT
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Create ambience with lighting:
A cosy bedroom needs light.  The key 

to an intimate mood is incorporating 
various sources of lighting, including soft 
bedside lamps and strategically mounted 
ceiling lights.

Choose a dramatic bed:
Anchor the room with a four poster 

bed for the ultimate pleasant feeling.  
Four-posters enclose and emphasize 
the bed in a larger bedroom, and at the 
same time make a smaller bedroom have 
some scale and drama. There is nothing 
more inviting than a plush bed chock-full 
of pillows.  Don’t be afraid to purchase a 
playful bed frame.

Calming colours and natural materials:
Think soothing and calm when it 

comes to textures and colours rather than 

bright bursts of colours.  Rather focus 
on smaller intimate patterns that work 
together than introducing rich, sensuous 
textures.  A great starting point is quilted 
throw pillows, faux-fur throws and comfy 
knits in neutral tones.  Layer these soft 
elements throughout the space for a 
welcoming feel.

Add area rugs:
When getting out of bed, first touches 

should be onto a soft surface. A plush rug 
gives practical warmth and add an extra 
oomph of texture.  Small sheepskin or shag 
rugs on the sides of the bed add softness.

Cover the windows:
Bare, cold windows are one of the 

biggest ways to prevent a bedroom from           
feeling snug and comfortable.  For cosy 
don’t skimp on window treatments.

Embrace wallpaper:
Having fun wallpaper will add 

dimension and excitement into an 
otherwise dull space. Animal themed 
and animal print designs have long been 
a favourite in the fashion world, which 
tends to correlate with home décor and 
interior design trends.  Whether looking 
for a subtle elegant design or a quirky 
and vibrant paper, there is a wallpaper to 
choose from for the bedroom.

Bring in leather accents:
Add extra warmth to the bedroom by 

playing with leather accents.  Choose 
a leather bed frame for a cushion like 
aesthetic.  Go the extra mile and match 
side chairs or a sofa to the frame.
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a role. Aim for a bedroom environment 
that creates a tranquil ambiance 
conducive to sleep.

• The bedroom should be sleep friendly – 
cool, dark, and quiet.

• Check the health of your pillow (every 
five years), mattress and bed (every 
ten years) and replace if necessary. 
Our bodies compress during the day, 
increasing with age due to the forces 

of gravity. The Magniflex MagniStretch 
mattress helps stretch the spine to 
decompress and regulates body heat 
which increases serotonin.

The Velfont Bamboo Mattress Protector 
is made from knitted bamboo fabric to 
ensure maximum absorbency, softness 
and freshness. A durable mattress is 
recommended, considering you spend 
around one-third of your life in bed asleep, 
so it only makes sense that you want to 
spend that time as comfortable and as 
well supported as possible. Consider the 
size of the mattress you need and that fits 
in your bedroom. Comparing mattresses 
can take time, Vencasa offer a variety 
of mattress solutions and brands, such 
as Tempur, Magniflex and the Vencasa 
range. The trend is towards mattresses 
that offer increased health benefits, such 
as pressure relieving.

Rejuvenating sleep is not just a nice-
to-have, it’s vital for your overall health. 
Vencasa, The World Leaders in Sleep, and 
the only home to Tempur, Magniflex and 
now Malouf, knows that your body, mind, 
and soul need and deserve quality sleep. 
Every night.

Activate your Sleep Superpower!

www.vencasa.co.za
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Vencasa, The World Leaders in 
Sleep, bring you the highest 
quality products from the best in 

the world, Austria, Denmark, Germany, 
Italy, South Africa and Spain. All 12 

showrooms across the country offer 
sleep solutions for your every 

need, price point and comfort 
preference.

Celebrate World Sleep Day 
with us and join the global 

call to action to highlight the 
importance of healthy sleep. 

This year, The World Sleep 
Society slogan, “Regular 

Sleep, Healthy Future”, 
emphasises sleep’s 
vital place as a pillar 
of health, allowing 

for a healthier future 
thanks to regular, quality 

sleep.
Sleep has a significant 

impact on your health in the 
short and long term. Next day 

effects of poor-quality sleep include a 
negative impact on one’s attention span, 

memory recall and learning. Longer 

term has been associated with significant 
health problems, such as obesity, diabetes, 
weakened immune systems and even 
some cancers. Lack of sleep is related to 
many psychological conditions such as 
depression, anxiety, and psychosis. 

Whereas good quality and restorative 
sleep, essential for day-to-day functioning, 
is responsible for alertness, improved 
functioning the following day and better 
overall health and quality of life.

Creating your Sleep Superpower
• Design your sleep ecosystem with these 

elements: mattress, pillow, bed base 
and bed frame, linen, lighting, and 
temperature. Vencasa recommends 
using an adjustable base as sleeping in an 
elevated position increases circulation 
and accelerates rejuvenation. The 
ability to adjust your bed with a touch 
of a button allows you to find the 
perfect sleep position that suits you, as 
this further relieves any strain on your 
body, relieving pressure on your heart, 
and improving circulation.

• Your bedroom is your sanctuary, and 
the colours in your bedroom can play 

Uncover Your Sleep Superpower
Create your perfect sleep sanctuary to help you sleep peacefully, every night.
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Whether it’s reading a book 
before the lights go out or 
for medical reasons, Sealy 

adjustable beds usher in a new era of 
adaptable sleeping. In addition to comforts 
such as varied head and foot positions, a 
wireless remote control, massage options, 
and much more, adjustable beds can help 
increase blood flow, decrease snoring and 
add optimal support for sore joints and 
other ailments.

“Adjustable beds were initially 
associated only with hospitals and 
health care, however that has changed 
significantly in recent years. Adjustable 
beds have become a popular lifestyle 
choice,” explains Sealy South Africa. 
“Much research and development has 
gone into evolving these beds into 
luxurious and stylish additions for any 
home. If you’re serious about sleep, then 
investigate the benefits of an adjustable 
bed. They’re like the Rolls Royce of beds.”

For people who suffer from chronic 
pain, shoulder arthritis, osteoarthritis or 
those who have undergone back or neck 
surgery, a Sealy adjustable bed could offer 
better quality sleep. The ability to adjust 
either the head or foot of the bed, or both, 
and to sleep inclined with a steady level 
of support can help ease discomfort and 
facilitate better sleep. For those who suffer 
from osteoarthritis, sleeping slightly 
inclined and with the right support can 
help minimise joint compression and 
provide a more comfortable sleep. 

“People who have a medical condition 
where they feel more comfortable in an 
inclined position, with the upper body 
elevated and seated in a recliner rather 
than on a flat mattress, may benefit from 
an adjustable bed,” 

Adjustable beds can also improve blood 
circulation, help minimise snoring, and 
provide optimal support for sore joints. 

“Of course, you can achieve all of this 
by propping yourself up with pillows. 
However, with an adjustable bed, you 
have the ability to adjust your bed to your 
personal needs at any given moment, with 
the push of a button,” 

The Sealy Posturematic Adjustable 
Power Base comes with a wireless 
remote, the option to programme custom 
positions as well as pre-set TV and zero-
gravity positions. 

“The zero-gravity position is often 
associated with adjustable beds – it’s one 
of the greatest benefits of these beds – but 

it was NASA who identified the benefits 
of this sleep position. This position is 
used to support the spines and bodies of 
astronauts as a spacecraft leaves the earth’s 
surface,” Strydom explains. “In zero-
gravity, the head is raised slightly, and 
the knees are slightly bent as the legs are 
raised to about heart level. This position 
encourages relaxation as gravity is evenly 
distributed throughout the body.”

Other features of this world-class 
bed include a powerlift motor with a 
270kg lifting capacity, LCD clock, alarm 
function, flashlight, indirect lighting, 
free-fall design safety feature, and a dual, 
variable-intensity massage function.

“What could be better than starting and 
ending every day with a massage?” 

The Sealy Posturematic Adjustable 
Power Base adjusts to your life – helping 
you live your best life every day!

www.sealy.co.za

Experience comfort at any angle with a Sealy adjustable power base
Adjustable beds are becoming increasingly popular as more people discover 

their many benefits.

POSTUREMATIC

YOU HAVE THE POWER

You are unique, with positions of sleep, rest 
and relaxation that are yours alone. 
Sleep on a surface that can adjust to suit 
your personal needs. 

Sealy Posturematic Power Base Range. 
The adjustable power base for you. 

sealy.co.za
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A s we look forward to a new decade 
of emerging trends in interior 
design, Bathroom Butler look 

back at the trends that defined the past 
ten years are still popular today.  

Farmhouse Style  
Farmhouse as a design style is one of 

the strongest and most expressive trends 
to emerge in the last decade. Initially, 
Farmhouse was taken very literally, but 
this style has evolved into a fusion of 
tradition and modernity, and even today, 

the design elements of Farmhouse are 
resounding in interior design and are still 
making waves. 

Statement Tiles
Decorative floor and wall tiles such 

as a statement backsplash in the kitchen 
or patterned tiles in the bathroom, have 
become very popular. First, oriental and 
Moroccan patterns gained popularity, 
then tiles with geometric motifs became 
trendy – both in pattern and shape, think 
hexagons. To date, the number of stylised 

tiles is growing, and almost every day 
we see new interiors with amazing tile 
selection.

 
Plants 

Adding plants indoors is another huge 
trend that started right after Pantone 
announced a luscious shade called 
‘Greenery’, the colour of 2016. Although 
the colour did not quite work well on 
walls, it was a beautiful addition to home 
décor in the form of potted tress indoor 
plants and living walls. We saw houses 
filled with plants, which is not only a 
beautiful look but also health-promoting, 
which is why we hope that this trend will 
stay with us forever.

Eco-Conscious Design  
A trend that entered not only interior 

design, but also all other areas of life is 
the trend of upcycling and eco-conscious 
design. Today, we are looking for new 
solutions in the spirit of zero waste and 
we are opposed to cheap “fast fashion”. 
We are renovating old things or looking 
for antiques / vintage items and new 
items that are durable, long-lasting, eco-
friendly, and sustainably made.

www.bathroombutler.com

Design Trends That Have Defined the Last 
Decade and Are Here to Stay
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A bathroom is a bathroom is a 
bathroom is a bathroom!

A person spends an average of 
30 minutes twice a day in the bathroom: 
That is nearly sixteen days a year.  Thanks 
to new ideas and technology, multi-
tasking and functionality has grown by 
leaps and bounds.

Thanks to international mega trends, 
bathrooms around the world are 
becoming more and more similar.  The 
bathroom is a place of retreat at least twice 
a day when people prepare themselves for 
the day or night, a space to transition to 
the next mind-set. Bathroom designers 
know the spirit of the day in bathroom 
design is trending towards cosiness.

Sustainable bathrooms.
Sustainable has become a major priority 

in the design industry with manufacturers 
trying to develop eco-friendly building 
materials and furniture.

When it comes to the ‘green’ i.e. the 
particularly sustainable bathroom, 
planning should not only focus on the 
economical use of water and energy but 
also, crucially on the lifespan of the new 
bathroom.

The lifespan of a bath is defined by 
various factors.  On the one hand, there 
is the aesthetic lifespan; the time in which 
a bathroom is perceived as attractive in 
terms of wear and tear as well as aesthetics 
and design.  

Fortunately, many classic bathroom 
materials and products are very non-
sensitive to typical wear and tear.  Ceramic 
on washbasins and toilet, stainless steel 
on the drain, glass or enamelled streel 
bathtubs, just like tiles, are exceptionally 
long lasting if properly processed, cleaned 
and cared for.

Therefore, special attention should 
be drawn to the other fixed bathroom 
objects, such as shower fittings, bathroom 
furniture or storage areas. The right 
material with regard to non-sensitivity, 
ease of care and service life increases the 
overall life expectancy of the bathroom.

Bathrooms
by Stienie Greyling

BATHROOMS
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Bathroom design.
When it comes to bathroom design, the 

golden rule is timelessness first.
The architecture of the house is 

another influencing factor that needs 
to be considered.  Universally designed 
bathrooms work for old and young, for 
healthy and infirm, without the solutions 
appearing aesthetically restrictive.

Behind the wall.
The technology behind the wall is 

far more relevant to the lifespan of the 
bathroom than questions of taste or 
functionally.  The pipe system together 
with the sealing solution under the tiles, 
is one of the critical points.  If there 
are problems with sealing or pipes, a 
complete renovation of the bathroom is 
often unavoidable.  A modern and proven 
long-life piping system is the bath’s vein 
systems.  The sealing system use, which 
protects the structural shell, is just as 
important and just as limiting for the 
service life.

Economical consumption.
The other thing left to consider is 

the energy and resource consumption 
of a bathroom over its useful life.  In 
this respect the sanitary and heating 
industry has a wide range of constantly 
optimised solutions on offer.  With regard 
to toilet flushing, economical cisterns 

and matching ceramics have established 
themselves over the years.

When it comes to washstand fittings, 
cold water is often enough to wash hands 
and electronic fittings limit the exorbitant 
running of water.  Air-enriched showering 
while avoiding the water loss associated 
with temperature adjustments (single-
lever mixer or thermostat instead of two-
handle mixer) is usually more economical 
than a full bath.  When it comes to 
resource consumption the fact remains 
that technology helps to use heat and 
water responsibly.

Custom lighting.
Big design can come in small packages 

especially with the trend of compact 
lighting fixtures in bathrooms to 
supplement large overhead or vanity 
lighting.

While vanity and overhead lighting 
are not going away at time soon, smaller 
fixtures have become an ideal way to add 
additional light to darker bathrooms.

Creating a spa.
Master suites with spa-like bathrooms 

have been a trend for years and are here to 
stay.  This also exemplifies how wellness 
has become a greater cultural trend.  We 
have seen that bathroom design for 2020 
has been towards creating a spa-like 
experience with a strong emphasis on 
wellness and relaxation.

Some examples of spa features are 
heated floors, steam showers and heated 
or cooled vanity drawers for towels or 
skincare.

Victorian Bathrooms has, since 
1989, been known as a specialist 
supplier of some of the finest 

Modern Classic bathroom products 
available internationally.  What is often 
not realized, however, is that Victorian 
Bathrooms is not just an importer of 
fabulous products, but where possible 
they work alongside local craftsmen to 
manufacture unique products to meet 
local requirements.   

One of these ranges is their VB 
Collection of bathroom accessories, 
designed and handcrafted in Cape Town 

for over 30 years. Victorian Bathrooms 
is a family business, started by Lance 
Goodale, and includes his wife and 
three of their children.  The story of 
the VB Accessories range goes all the 
way back to when Victorian Bathrooms 
first began.  At the time there was no 
engineering workshop willing to tackle 
the complexities of creating a brass bath 
rack so Lance called on the expertise of 
his late father, Nigel Goodale.  Gramps (as 
he was known to the family) had studied 
engineering as a young lad and had the 
most superb workshop in Greyton being 

a keen Jaguar SS100 enthusiast and having 
created two replicas. Not surprisingly, it 
wasn’t long before the most perfect bath 
racks were being created!

Over the years, the VB Accessories 
range has grown to be an extensive 
offering of exceptional quality products, 
many of which were developed to meet 
the specific requirements of their clients. 
For example, the rectangular shower 
basket was created for Rovos Rail and the 
toilet roll holder was designed for The 
Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel.   

The real enjoyment for Victorian 
Bathrooms is the reward of collaborating 
with some of the best local artisans and 
expertise South Africa has to offer which 
gives this range a unique purpose.  It takes 
one back to a time when the integrity of 
the handmade process was paramount, 
when quality ensured longevity, and offers 
a range that embodies timeless, classic 
luxury.

victorianbathrooms.co.za

Victorian Bathrooms & local craftmanship
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LightingHigh-gloss furniture featuring stylish lacquers and chrome 
details introduces refreshing accents: when designing 
an extravagant bathroom, glossy elements create a 

unique elegance. They can also influence the sense of space when 
combined with intelligent room design. The glossy furniture fronts 
reflect light, which provides depth and lends even bathrooms with 
smaller floor plans a spacious feeling.

Whether you want an extravagant look or clever interior design: 
glossy elements add an extra special touch.

L-Cube
Ensuring personalized design: the L-Cube semi-tall cabinet is 

also available in Cappuccino, Dolomiti Grey, or Black High Gloss.
Here: L-Cube semi-tall cabinet in White High Gloss, Design by 

Christian Werner

Viu_XViu
Extravagant and sophisticated: XViu furniture in Black High 

Gloss lacquer is really eye-catching, for a very sophisticated look 
in the bathroom.

Design by sieger design

C.1
Universal, classic and yet modern: taps in chrome also add 

gleaming highlights to the bathroom. Here: C.1 floor-standing 
single lever bath mixer.

Design by Kurt Merki Jr.

www.duravit.com

Glossy Inspiration
Gloss, elegance, extravagance
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LIGHTING

Few components of a home have 
changed quite as dramatically in 
the last 30 years as the lighting that 

illuminates its rooms.
It’s been quite a jump from the familiar 

pear shaped Edison bulb with its tungsten 
filaments and homey yellow light, to the 
high-tech light emitting diodes or energy-
efficient LED bulbs.

LED lighting provides cost effective 
solutions with innovative design in the 
home, workspace and commercial space.

Lighting is one of the essential elements 
of a room or space and can impact how 
everything looks, from the wall to the 
art and rug.  That is why it is essential to 
plan lighting design and consider all the 
sources of light needed, whether they are 
wall lights or an eye-catching chandelier 
that illuminates the whole room.

Focus on the Mix:
Successful lighting design combines a 

number of light sources at different levels 
of the room.  For a flexible space, add 
layers of light from a number of types of 
fixtures together or separately.

Find the Perfect Pair:
Double the lighting pleasure with twin 

pendant lights.  Matching pendant lights 
above the dining room table gives the 
space a sense of balance and symmetry.

Try Wall lights:
Wall lights are a great way to add 

interest to an empty wall or frame a work 
of art.

They are also ideal for small spaces and 
help free up floor or table space.  A pair of 
colourful wall lights will draw the eye and 
illuminate the space, or go for a solo light 
for a minimalist look.

Add a Centre Piece:
A striking light fixture can complete 

a living room, whether a romantic 
chandelier or modern pendant.  Create a 
focal point with a centre piece to brighten 
the seating area. To create an atmosphere 
and set the mood, install a dimmer.

More lighting bright ideas:
If a space lacks a certain something, 

add a colourful lamp for an eclectic vibe.
To get both form and function, opt for 

a lamp that looks more like a piece of art 
than a light source.

If a room is large or lacking natural 
light, consider using multiple overhead 
lights such as recessed lighting paired 
with a pendant.

Don’t leave a fireplace in a living room 
in the dark, highlight the architectural 
feature by installing wall lights or add a 
pair of small lamps to the mantel display.

For a room or space without a ceiling 
fixture, consider adding light with a floor 
lamp that curves over the space.

Take advantage of an empty corner and 
create a calm, cosy spot that is perfect for 
curling up with a best-seller by adding a 
floor lamp.

Also, take advantage of high or low 
ceilings, hang a low-hanging pendant 
light over a dining or kitchen table.  This 
will add an unexpected layer to a space.

The Shining Light
by Stienie Greyling

To create a balance of old and new 
and to bring a space to life, mix vintage 
finds with modern accents.  If a spare 
chandelier is available, even better.

For a colourful, mysterious glow 
around a space use coloured light bulbs 
behind any mirror in a home.

While neon is definitely a popular LED 
trend, it is most definitely not the only 
option.  Rather than overpowering a room 
or space with a harsh colour, a white light 
will add perfect amount of cool vibes.

Advantages of LED lighting are long 
lifespan, energy efficiency, the ability to 
operate in cold conditions, no heat or 
UV emissions, design flexibility, instant 
lighting and low voltage operation.

The impact of lighting on human 
beings, and its effect upon emotions, 
well-being and productivity, is the subject 
of numerous ongoing studies, as most 
humans spend most of their time awake 
indoors. dw
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The Quartier des Spectacles 
Partnership, a non-profit 
organization responsible for 

animating Montreal’s Quartier des 
Spectacles with a year-round slate of 
cultural activities and animated public 
spaces, is proud to be doing its part to 
combat the impacts of COVID-19 on 
the local economy and the vitality of the 
downtown and its cherished cultural 
milieu.

As cities around the world continue to 
grapple with the affects of the pandemic, 
the Montreal initiative provides a beacon 
of light through its provision of engaging 
artistic and cultural attractions. The 
initiative taps into civic pride, provides 
a much-needed release in the form of 
safe and enjoyable activities, and lays the 
foundations of renewed urban planning.

In response to shutdowns of much of 
the downtown core due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the Quartier des Spectacles 

Partnership heeded the rallying cry of City 
of Montreal officials looking to bring people 
back to the streets in safe, healthy, and 
engaging ways. While COVID-19 lowered 
the curtain on the city’s annual calendar 
of internationally-recognized summer 
festivals, the Partnership embarked with 
the Chamber of Commerce of Metropolitan 
Montreal and Tourism Montreal, on a 
multifaceted downtown initiative to create 
animated pedestrian zones, new public 
spaces, special performances, artistic 
displays and installations, and to infuse a 
cultural offering into an expanded territory 
of approximately 9km2 of the downtown 
core.

“We had a choice to make: we could 
either stand by and watch the decline 
of our downtown core, or we could roll 
up our sleeves and get to work,” says 
Monique Simard, Chair of the Quartier 
des Spectacles Partnership. “Our mission 
was more important than ever in 2020, 

and our team has redoubled its efforts 
to create a participatory, welcoming, and 
creative route within the framework of 
public health guidelines.”

The initiative’s summer schedule, from 
July through October, focused on an 
infrastructure of safe, socially-distanced 
public squares that supported local 
businesses and restaurants, infused with 
inspiration from Montreal-based artists, 
designers, performers, and collectives. 
As a result, the summer featured an 
abundance of animation courtesy of more 
than 150 musicians, dancers, actors, street 
artists, circus performers, and improv 
artists who illuminated the pedestrian 
zones and public squares.

The success of the summer initiative 
laid the foundations for a full winter 
programme that includes the warm 
embrace of Luminothérapie, Quebec’s 
largest competition for temporary 
public art installations and a captivating 

LIGHTING

The Show Must Go On: Quartier des Spectacles Partnership Infuses 
Light into the Darkness of a COVID-19 World

Montréal, Canada

annual winter experience anchored in 
downtown Montreal’s Place des Festivals. 
The initiative, which has celebrated 
winter life on a smaller scale in past 
years, has expanded in scope to feature 
an innovative circuit of 5 installations 
this year, infusing greater vibrancy and 
pleasant distractions into the city at a 
much-needed moment. Launched on 
December 3rd, the immersive journey of 
interactive sound and light has converted 
the darkness of an unforgettable winter 
into a magical winter wonderland that 
is keeping people connected to the city. 
Each night at 6 p.m., the Moment Coeur 
Battant sound and light show begins 
illuminating building façades, bringing 
the streets of the Quartier des Spectacles 
to life with a mix of dancing lights and 
original music that embodies the spirit 
and beating heart of the city’s cultural 
community.

The Coeur Battant initiative includes 
five creative and thought-provoking 
installations, beginning with Loop, an 
adventure in sound and light at Place 
des Festivals that whisks visitors away 
on a cultural journey through Quebec 
literature. On the nearby Place des Arts 
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Esplanade, Entre Les Rangs pays luminous 
tribute to the wintery wheat fields of 
Quebec’s ancestral farmlands, while 
Nouvelle Lune presents a series of giant 
luminescent spheres as a framework of 
shadow theatre. Iceberg immerses visitors 
in a unique sound and light experience 
in its interpretation of majestic ice flows, 
while Spectrum is a fun and interactive 
work that converts speech soundwaves 
into light.

“A recent survey revealed that visitors 
thoroughly enjoyed the temporary public 
squares and performances that brought 
life to the downtown area in the summer 
months, and we hope to replicate those 
successes throughout winter,” explains 
Simard. “With this very special edition 
of Luminothérapie, we’re inviting people 
to come and feel the magic of an essential 
winter event that celebrates the immense 
talent of our local artists, in a unique and 
luminous setting.”

The light, sound, and interactive 
installations produced by the Partnership 

serve as an inspiration for cities around 
the world faced with the challenges of 
animating public spaces during a global 
pandemic. The installations have already 
been entertaining audiences around the 
world, showcasing Montreal, a UNESCO 
City of Design, as a global capital of 
digital art and creativity. Since 2016, 
12 works created for the Quartier des 
Spectacles have been exhibited on nearly 
120 occasions, in more than 50 cities in 
North America, Europe, and the Middle 
East, sharing the city’s ‘joie de vivre’ with 
the rest of the world.

In the current climate of constantly 
evolving restrictions, that creative force 
has been leveraged as a countermeasure, 
and the Quartier des Spectacles 
Partnership has risen to the challenge 
of helping ensure that Montreal remains 
a vibrant, lively, and safe destination to 
visit, even in the midst of a worldwide 
pandemic.

www.quartierdesspectacles.com
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On The Terrace

K. Light now offers new LED 
Reading Wall Lights with a 
reading/spotlight and indirect 

lighting option.
This range consists of two models, 

one round and one rectangular.  Both 
available in colour options of Matt Black 
and Matt White.

These fittings are compact and have 
a reading arm designed to move in any 
direction and with the background light 
to give an ambient light to the room.

What you will love about this fitting 
is that the body of the fitting has two 
individual switches, one for the reading/
spotlight (3W LED - Warm White) and 
the other for the background light (8W 
LED - Warm White).

This fitting is perfect for installation in 
bedrooms and hotel suites.

www.klight.co.za

K. Light
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ON THE 
TERRACE

Hopefully most of the big 
“cleaners” from the Indian 
Ocean have swept through 

and we can continue gardening as the 
water levels are settling and the flooded 
soggy lawns are drying out. Even the 
odd drip-bucket and container indoors 
can be removed as the rain seems to be 
easing up, after the exceptional showers 
we experienced during the last couple of 
weeks.

Most of our gardens are green and lush 
and in need of additional trimming due 
to the extensive rain, and everywhere you 
notice the height of activity – making our 
environments neat and tidy and accessible 
again.

During recent conversations with 
professionals in the green industry, 
there seems to be a tendency in some 
circles leaning towards more mobility in 
the garden design side. More and more 
enquiries are tending towards having 
feature plants and trees seated in bigger 
size pots instead of straight into the 
garden soil.

So why is going potty becoming more 
popular? Pots are very special. Just like 
personalities you can find all kinds of 
shapes and sizes and it makes the choice of 
pots very personal. Pots can invoke good 
memories of places in the past, interesting 

cultures or just a place where you grew up.
The nice thing about pots is that 

they are mobile and you can take them 
anywhere – literally. They can be used in 
limited numbers / arrangements to create 
focal points, or accentuate by repetition 

to build a wall for privacy or to screen off 
wind or noise from nearby traffic.

They give you the freedom to bring life 
to any area of your garden or building, 
and it is instant... the minute you place it, 
there is a presence, and as soon as you fill 
it with plants or trees, it brings you green 
oxygen producing positivity and good 
company.

Anyone not familiar with the latest 
technology may be intimidated by big 
pots and the problems associated with 
handling oversize plant containers, but 
that’s not necessary as the options are 
surprisingly quite extensive.

Due to the new technology utilised 
and adaption of pot design structure, the 
new generation of big planters alleviates 
various practical problems – outdoors 
and indoors, at a fraction of the costs.

Benefits for new generation big planters 
include:
• Extensive range of size and shape 

options to complement any style.

Big pots for 
hot spots
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TERRACE

• Much quicker installation time due to 
lightweight mobility.

• Lower transport cost to installation site 
(most delivery options possible without 
a crane).

• Options to plant bigger trees inside 
buildings.

• Ideal for corporate set-ups avoiding 
messy ground level gardens with very 
low maintenance.

• Can be utilised as retaining planter / 
walls or raised bed options.

• Manufactured to be semi-rigid giving 
them a high resistance to impact 
damage, cracking and splitting. 

• They are weather-proof and require no 
special installation procedures.

Pioneers in the green industry are 
constantly examining new ways to refine 
existing products and create innovative 
new ones. One of the latest developments 
is made from recycled rubber that is 
UV resistant and non-toxic. Strength 
and rigidity are achieved by moulding 
the rubber around a fabricated steel sub 
frame. The attractive range of shapes and 
sizes available makes them economically 
a viable alternative to conventional 
materials. These new kids on the lock 
are resistant to accidental and malicious 
damage and come with a guarantee.

What more can one ask for in options 
going potty? Ask away!

www.ineeden.co.za

photo mike hall

CAPE TOWN

hope ••
traditional garden furniture

www.hopegf.com

136 lower main rd observatory, cape town 021 448 7485 - the chelsea courtyard 136 durban road , wynberg • sweden - kaseholms slott, tomelillao

same method...different madness

3 - from the hope forge, a collection of functional
outdoor furniture that utilises and sustains
traditional artisanal skills.

3 is for contemporary living in small spaces,
inside and out, at home and abroad.
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If Covid-19 has taught us anything it 
is the art of adaptability, renewal and 
reinvention. 

Ongoing restrictions have made it 
necessary to postpone Design Joburg, 
this time to 20 – 22 May 2022. Whilst this 
decision was not made lightly, it was made 
in the best interests of all concerned. 
We’re hoping 2022 is our lucky number!

As regrettable as this further 
postponement is, it has also birthed an 
exciting new event that we had originally 
imagined would run in parallel to the 
Sandton Convention Centre show. Media 
10 and the Design Joburg team is thrilled 
to announce the inaugural Design Joburg 
Collective.

Answering calls from the décor and 
design industry – as well as our followers 
and fans across all our platforms – Design 
Joburg is launching this event to satiate 
the appetite of like-minded, design-savvy 
visitors. ‘Design Joburg Collective’ is a 
suburb-sized showcase to be held in the 
Kramerville Design District from the 3rd 
to the 5th of June 2021. 

The event will be a mix of both 
outdoor and indoor attractions, 
using Kramerville’s various galleries, 
showrooms, venues and outdoor spaces. 
Visitors will be able to explore at their 
leisure and attend complimentary 
(socially distanced) scheduled talks, 
giving it a truly international feel. 

Those familiar with the likes of Media 
10’s Clerkenwell Design Week (based 
in London), and the Fuorisalone (the 
fringe events that make up Milan’s 
Design Week), will have an idea of what 
to expect. The team at our sister show 
Clerkenwell Design Week, has in fact 
been instrumental in helping us realise 
the Design Joburg Collective. 

We have called on the insights of 
our current Creative Director, Donald 
Nxumalo, as well as past creative 
collaborators, to produce an experience 
to which both the trade and public are 
invited. Speaking of collaborations, 

Design Joburg Collective is working 
with several sponsors, with Sanlam 
Private Wealth already confirmed as one 
of the event’s partners, and others to be 
announced in the coming days.

Given the enthusiasm so far, and with 
full adherence to all Covid-19 protocols, 
Design Joburg Collective is set to be a 
celebration of South African, continental 
and global design in the epicentre of 
Joburg’s décor and design scene.

More about design joburg collective
Aiming to offer visitors something 

unique over the 3-day event, showrooms 
will be using this opportunity to launch 
new collections and products, dress 
up their shop windows, offer special 
discounts and in-store activations, and 
more. 

Design Joburg Collective is free to 
the public. Select showrooms will also 
be hosting talks featuring leaders in the 
creative community.

The ambition is to spotlight the grand 
Kramerville offering from over 150 
talented tenants: lighting, decorative 
accessories, fabrics and wallpaper, 
kitchens and bathrooms, contract 
furniture, interior architecture, flooring, 
hardware, audio and visual, light 
industrial and more. The precinct’s dining 
venues will be open to welcome visitors as 
well as a selection of handpicked open-air 
food trucks and bars.

Designers, crafters and creative brands 
without Kramerville representation 
will also be given the opportunity to 
participate in pop-ups hosted in several 
designated sites around the precinct.

The event will include graffiti and art 
installations, buskers, public displays, 
street spectacles and activations, so 
visitors are guaranteed an experiential 
feast.

Security arrangements will be a 
priority. Comparable to similar UK and 
EU events, visitors are encouraged to don 
their ‘takkies’, take to the streets, and soak 
up all that the design community has to 
offer. The event’s radius is approximately 
1 kilometre. Organisers will also provide 
a shuttle service to transport the less 
energetic between key areas and events, 
all in a safe, secure and Covid-adherent 
environment. 

Released by: JP inc. Communications

www.designjoburgcollective.com
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A postponed show, and a new launch: 
introducing Design Joburg 
Collective, 3 - 5 June 2021

designjoburgcollective.com
#DJC21

Design Joburg presents a free-to-attend,  
Covid-compliant showcase of South African, continental  

and global design. This suburb-sized celebration  
will be hosted in the Kramerville Design District. 

Designers and brands keen to participate should email  
Margie Peters at margie.peters@media-ten.co.za

PHOTO CREDITS

 Envy & Co, Studio 19, Weylandts, 
Streamlight, David Krynauw,  

The Urbanative and KARE  

In association with

#DJC21

#DJC21

#DJC21

21

21

21

DJC21-006_Advert_DW_FP_210x297_FA.indd   1 2021/03/19   14:12
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CIFF has reached its 47th edition 
and, above all, the third edition 
confirmed since the start of the 

global pandemic: CIFF can boast that 
it has never missed an edition and that 
it has always done everything it can to 
support exhibitors, visitors, and the entire 
furniture industry.

With a total area of 750,000 square 
meters, CIFF Guangzhou 2021 is about 
to stage the entire furniture supply 
chain in this coming March in Pazhou, 
Guangzhou, and is expected to host 4,000 
exhibitors and 300,000 visitors who, this 
year more than ever, will be selected and 
genuinely interested professionals. CIFF, 

as always, is dedicated to combining 
business with the culture of good design, 
and this year CIFF Guangzhou 2021 will 
offer more than 20 inspiring exhibitions, 
and a great number of conferences 
involving companies, academies, and 
schools as well as famous designers.

In fact, CIFF Guangzhou is the voice 
for the most current design trends, 
and notably keeps on innovating by 
establishing a programme named “CIFF 
Designers’ Circle” for better interaction 
with the design community, and better 
exploration into design trends, gathering 
the main brands in the sector and 
promoting innovation through premium 
design displays and authoritative awards; 
the drive towards the search for new 
products, new methods, new formats, 
new requests, and new markets has always 
been strong and leads CIFF to constantly 
introduce innovative ideas into its format.

Being the world’s only home furnishing 
exhibition that represents the entire 
industry chain, CIFF (Guangzhou) covers 

47th CIFF Guangzhou 2021
Guangzhou, China

EVENTS

#HOTELANDHOSPITALITYSHOW

THE MUST-ATTEND EVENT 
FOR THE HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRY ACROSS  
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

www.thehotelshowafrica.com

TicketPro Dome, Johannesburg
23 – 25 AUGUST 2021

Promote  
your brand

Meet  
key buyers

Increase  
your sales

Engage with  
industry stakeholders

Position yourself  
as a thought leader

BOOK YOUR STAND TODAY SECURE YOUR SPACE THROUGH SPONSORSHIP

Belinda Wewege 

     Belindawewege@dmgevents.com        +27 11 783 7250

Evan Schiff 

     Evan.Schiff@dmgevents.com        +27 21 700 5500

The Hotel & Hospitality Show is now in its 4th year providing opportunities to the hospitality and hotel industries across 
Africa. The event showcases products, equipment, services & design, for restaurants, cafes, bars, hotels, guesthouses and 
foodservice owners, managers and operators. 

In response to current times, dmg events ensures digital access to credible content and connections for professionals 
unable to attend live events.
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for the customization of all domestic 
environments, premium design furniture, 
and upholstered furniture.

The Design sector is of particular 
importance and will be made even 
more valuable by the presence of the 
event “Design Spring” Contemporary 
Chinese Furniture Design Show, which 
will showcase originally designed 
Chinese furniture to promote the 
development of Chinese design and offer 
a guide to visitors, so that they may better 
understand the current level of design 
achieved. The Design Dream Show will 
present the domestic space scenarios 
designed to offer a greater quality of life.

Homedécor & Hometextile presents 
the new trends in interior decoration: 
furnishings, lighting, decorative paintings, 
and artificial flowers. The China Interiors 
& Decorations Conference will bring new 
inspirations for home furnishings.

Outdoor & Leisure focuses on the 
outdoor lifestyle by offering tables 
and chairs for leisure time, shading 
equipment, garden decorations, barbeque 
items, and materials for the exteriors of 
homes. Original Design Hall, as well as 
the Global Garden Lifestyle Festival, will 
be on display, leading the outdoor lifestyle 
into ordinary people’s homes.

While the second phase, from 28th 
to 31st March, will feature the Office 
Show, the largest office furniture fair in 
the world, which will offer a complete 
overview of both the work environment 

and commercial public spaces, as well 
as medical, healthcare, and learning 
environments: office furniture and 
seating, smart office solutions, seating 
for public spaces, furniture for healthcare 
facilities and those dedicated to the 
elderly; desks and equipment for schools 
will be presented in response to the 
demands of fast and constant evolution.

Two exceptional events, The Office 
Environment Theme Pavilion, the 
thematic pavilion that leads guests 
to explore the needs of the younger 
generation in the office world, and 2030+ 
International Future Office, the forum 
jointly organized by CIFF Guangzhou and 

China National Furniture Association, 
that brings together the world’s leading 
office furniture brands alongside 
contemporary and avant-garde works of 
art.

CIFM/interzum Guangzhou 2021 
will host hundreds of items of premium 
machinery and woodworking machinery 
completely covering the entire industry 
of cutting-edge equipment, materials, 
and technology needed for furniture 
manufacturing, such as hardware 
accessories, cabinet plates, edging, and 
treatment of surfaces.

www.ciff.furniture

dw

EVENTS

five sectors including Home Furniture, 
Office Show, Homedécor & Hometextile, 
Outdoor & Leisure, and CIFM/interzum 
Guangzhou, and has been a one-stop 
purchasing service platform for global 
trade. Driven to always offer the best to 
those who choose it, for the March 2021 
edition CIFF Guangzhou will also provide 
B2B Matchmaking, and the integration of 
both online and offline events, aimed at 
promoting the selection through a strong 
commercial function, accelerating the 
formation of a new development model 
in which the internal market and the 
international market promote each other.

During the first phase from 18th to 21st 
March, the whole world of furniture will 
be explored, from indoor to outdoor, from 
furniture to accessories, from upholstery 
to interior decoration, offering insights 
and suggestions.

Home Furniture is in fact a “one-
stop” supply platform dedicated to both 
the internal and export markets, which 
offers original and diverse solutions 
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FABRICSEVENTS

The international art platform st-
Art is proud to announce a new 
concept for art lovers worldwide. 

St-Art FACTORY Art Digital Show is a 
free and innovative, web-based art show 
showcasing the works of five emerging 
artists in an engaging and digital 
experience featuring visual portraits and 
live debates and interviews about the 
current state of the art world. The event 
will span over three days, with 30-minutes 

episodes premiering online at 18.30 CET 
each day, starting March 11th. The artists 
presented in st-Art FACTORY are Jay 
Kaes, Lynn Spoor, Giulia D’anna Lupo, 
Ladan Tofighi, and Victor Bayonas.

The show is an initiative of st-Art, 
a platform founded by authentic and 
passionate art lovers with the shared 
vision of renewing the art market. 
Founder Carlo Tozzi created a team of 
like-minded individuals, currently based 

in Amsterdam, Milan, and Saint Moritz, 
to help achieve the goal of making the art 
market accessible to everyone, especially 
emerging artists and new art collectors. 
st-Art believes in mentorship and 
developing artists throughout their entire 
growth cycle. st-Art increases the artists’ 
awareness and appreciation through 
events, press articles, and visibility on the 
st-Art website and social media. All for 
free. 

st-Art Breaks Down Barriers with Digital Art Show: st-Art FACTORY
Amsterdam, Netherlands

Shameless Love
Photo credit: st-Art / Ladan Tofighi

Ladan Tofighi
Photo credit: st-Art

Vasca Omo Uni
Photo credit: st-Art / Giulia D’anna Lupo

Shopping Heavy Sand
Photo credit: Giuli D’anna Lupo

Victor Bayonas
Photo credit: st-Art
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ALL ABOUT 
ART

“As the world is facing uncertain times, 
and we are unable to interact with each 
other as much as we would like to, art 
can be a great connector and can bring 
hope and positivity. That is one of the 
reasons we came up with the concept 
of st-Art FACTORY”, says Carlo Tozzi. 
“While people are stuck at home, we 
will bring them a truly innovative and 
unconventional art show. Fully digital 
and fully committed to depicting and 
promoting art and artists in an entirely 

different way. Fun, entertaining, and most 
of all, accessible”. 

Short-films and live segments
Instead of adopting classic interviews, 

each St-Art FACTORY episode features 
fast-paced, captivating real short-films 
depicting a visual portrait of one or two 
of the five artists, including examples and 
details of their work. 

The show’s live portion presents the st-
Art team members, followed by intimate 

moments with five selected st-Art artists, 
where they speak their minds on art in 
general and what drives and inspires 
them. Each episode is concluded by “I 
don’t like Art”, a debate and constructive 
criticism on the current art world with st-
Art founder Carlo Tozzi. 

Production
For the event, st-Art has chosen to work 

with VP Events. This network of creatives 
designs and produces high-end events 

and expos worldwide. Currently, they are 
working on several projects for the Dubai 
Expo 2020.  For st-Art FACTORY, they 
designed the concept, the visual design 
and produced the three episodes of the 
show to present st-Art vision and values 
and introduce a selection of st-Art curated 

artists. Valentina Pomatico, executive 
producer, together with the director 
Carlo Alfano, have followed the idea of a 
show that offers viewers an enjoyable and 
ingenious way to immerse themselves in 
art and get away from the grind of the day. 
The viewer will immediately be met with 

a captivating, design-focused opening 
video, which sets the tone for the rest of 
the session. Every element of the event 
has been carefully constructed to create 
a complete experience. The show’s visual 
structure is enriched by both prerecorded 
and live segments featuring motion 
graphics.

Valentina Pomatico: “st-Art Factory 
will be a spectacle; rhythmic, dynamic, 
hypnotic, full of information, visually 
contemporary and attractive. Every 
spectator can expect to be challenged 
as they are fully immersed in this new 
experience”. 

St-Art FACTORY occurs on the 11-
12-13 of March, each 30-minute episode 
premiering at 18.30 (CET). Those 
attending the shows live to enjoy VIP 
benefits and promotions.

Episodes will also be available to watch 
at any time after the original event.

Register here:
www.eventbrite.nl/e/st-art-factory-art-

digital-show-march-11-12-13-from-
1830-cet-tickets-141815354543

www.st-artamsterdam.com

Giulia D’anna Lupo
Photo credit: st-Art

Jay Klaes
Photo credit: st-Art

Lemons agains a Blue Sky
Photo credit: st-Art / Lynn Spoor

Natural Loop
Photo credit: Jay Klaes

Lynn Spoort
Photo credit: st-Art
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where several natural and constructed 
bodies of water existed before the railway 
was constructed on an artificial strip of 
land in the late 19th century. Het Licht 
van Jan brings back this past by reviving 
both the flow of water on the ground as 
well as the sunlight radiating through the 
railway tracks on the walls.

Het Licht van Jan is developed in 
commission by the City of Amsterdam 
and is supported by the Amsterdam Fund 
for the Arts.

Credits
• A Project by: Matthias Oostrik
• Commissioned by: The City Of 

Amsterdam
• Supported by: Amsterdam Fund for the 

Arts
• Technical Design and Construction: 

Spectro Productions
• LED Technology: Invent Design
• Construction: J. Boonzaaijer 

Aannemingsbedrijf
• Photography: Gert Jan Van Rooijdw

The light installation Het Licht van 
Jan (Jan’s light) was unveiled today 
in an industrial traffic underpass 

near Amsterdam’s city centre. In the 
artwork by Matthias Oostrik, passersby 
activate surging light projections that 
illuminate the narrow sidewalk and 
weathered walls of the underpass. These 
undulating projections echo Amsterdam’s 
history, recreating the reflections of 
sunbeams on the water, now replaced by 
artificial islands. To create the dynamic 
projections that move with the passersby, 
Het Licht van Jan uses a surprisingly 
simple arrangement of steel grates and 
widely spaced lights. 

Matthias’ artworks enable new and 
unusual connections between people 
and their surroundings. Using digital 
technology, his installations respond to 
visitors with changing light, video, or 
sound, allowing visitors to reshape their 
environment. His works in public spaces 
are often functional. They contribute to a 
sense of security and are designed to last. 

An early and well-received example 
of his work is the Bijlmer Moodwall 
(2009), located in a pedestrian passage in 
Amsterdam. This interactive facade reacts 

to visitors with playful streaks of light 
that move alongside them. In the recent 
installation A Trail of Water (2020) in the 
Dutch city of Assen, passing trains trigger 
a unique light composition: a waterfall of 
light cascading down over the concrete 
embankment and overgrown slopes of an 
overpass.

Het Licht van Jan is activated by 
pedestrians who walk on the narrow 
sidewalks of the Kattenburgerstraat 
underpass. In the darkest parts of the 
tunnel, they trigger bright projections of 
light. On the aged tile walls, beams of light 
move along with the pedestrians, while on 
the sidewalk, waves of light gently sway 
towards them. 

The projections, three on either side 
of the road, are created by shining a row 
of ultra-bright lights through a series of 
custom-designed grates. The shadows of 
the unique grates interact to create moiré 
patterns, producing entirely different 
effects on both the wall and the floor. In 
stark contrast with the existing warm, 
almost orange streetlights, the projections 
use cold white light.

Like so many places in Amsterdam, the 
underpass is located on a historical site, 

Pedestrians Create Surging Light 
Projections in Artwork by Matthias Oostrik

Amsterdam, Netherlands

Specs
• Year: 2021
• Type: permanent light installation
• Materials: steel, concrete
• Media: 160 channel light, 12 channel 

optic sensor
• Runtime: infinite
• Dimensions: approx. 40 metre wide
• Software: C++
• Location: Amsterdam
• 

www.oostrik.net
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Luxury floating sauna
Norway, London 

L  ocated in the middle of Tromsø Harbour in Norway, a luxury 
floating sauna offers visitors a chance to relax and enjoy 
unique views of the Northern Lights. Elegantly adorning the 

stunning coastline of Tromsø, the architects and designers of the 
impressive project selected Kebony, a global leader in the production 
of sustainable wood, for the exterior façade, and both the roof and 
ocean terrace decking, contributing to the striking appearance of the 
sauna. 
 
Handcrafted furniture company Ekte, sauna specialists Pust and 
Skapa Architects worked through various challenges over the past 
year to create the floating masterpiece which is seen by locals and 
visitors as a space to breathe, disconnect from the world whilst 
connecting with each other. 
 
Over 2,000 metres of Kebony Character was used for the external 
cladding, the decking, both on the roof and ocean terrace, and 
most uniquely for the shingled cladding around the entrance to 
the sauna. Kebony was the perfect choice for the unique project as 
it complements both the structural design and the natural arctic 
surroundings of North Norway, whilst requiring little maintenance. 
In addition, Kebony wood will develop a silver-grey patina as it ages, 
helping the sauna achieve its goal of displaying a weathered aesthetic 
over time, without losing any dimensional strength.
 
Commenting on the popularity of the Tromsø Sauna, Kim Daniel 
Arthur at Ekte stated,“Seeing people enjoying the Northern Lights 
whilst relaxing in the sauna, or daring themselves to a dip in the arctic 
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sea is such a rewarding feeling. To imagine that we built something 
that gives people a joyful escape, a little oasis in the middle of the 
town, is amazing!” 
 
Erik Stange Ankre at Pust, continues,“The public has really embraced 
the sauna and made it a part of their daily lives. People come at all 
hours of the day: either for a morning swim, a lunch time bath or a 
night time session as late as 10 pm.The supreme finish provided by 
Ekte has really made the sauna feel like a little bit of everyday luxury 
for the people of Tromsø, andof course, the beautiful Kebony makes 
it stand out as well.” 
 
An intense and collaborative project was run in building the sauna, 
where the lines between customer and provider were almost non-
existent, with customers themselves making and installing over 1,000 
shingles from Kebony Character in order to achieve the desired final 
appearance. Due to extensive planning and support from Kebony, 
and the other partners involved, the challenges of building a weather-
resistant outdoor floating sauna were minimised and all project goals 
and timelines were met. 
 
Commenting on the use of Kebony, Ekte added,“Working with 
Kebony, on short timelines, was a smooth experience where we got 
both technical help and inspiration from their previous projects. We 
are thrilled with how the project has turned out and look forward to 
working with Kebony again in the future!” 
 
Developed in Norway, Kebony’s revolutionary technology is an 
environmentally friendly process which modifies sustainably sourced 
softwoods by heating the wood with furfuryl alcohol - an agricultural 
by-product. By polymerising the wood’s cell wall, the softwoods 
permanently take on the attributes of tropical hardwood including 
high durability, hardness, and dimensional stability. Kebony’s 
uniquely natural aesthetic and sustainable credentials were perfectly 
suited to realise the ambition of the challenging floating sauna.
Images: David Jensen

www.thecommunicationgroup.co.uk
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7776    Issue 240 • dw         dw • Issue 240



Pearl House
Montréal, Canada

7978    Issue 240 • dw         dw • Issue 240



Pearl House
Montréal, Canada

Pearl House is the new home of a South Korean family with two 
young children.

Upon their arrival in Québec in 2008, Min and Yuong moved into 
a small condo on the top floor of a large residential building in 
Montréal. In the 10 years they lived there, the family celebrated the 
birth of two children. The toddlers, however, were spending a lot of 
time playing indoors and the apartment began to feel cramped.

For Min and Yuong, the desire to move into a home with well-
balanced living spaces and to allow their son and daughter to play 
outside freely became a priority.

After some research, the couple fell in love with a bungalow located 
on a large corner lot, surrounded by mature trees, in the borough 
of Saint-Laurent, in Montréal’s north end. Although the interior 
décor needed a major facelift, the house, inspired by the modernist 
movement of the 1960s, featured clean lines and compelling 
architectural elements: ideal conditions to implement a project full 
of family appeal.

Even before moving in, Min, a design enthusiast, had several ideas 
for modernizing his future home. He wanted to open up the interior 
spaces to allow his family to gather in a vast unobstructed room, 
expand the house to include a primary suite, and transform the 
backyard into an exterior extension of the living spaces.

With this in mind, it was obvious that the original shape of the house 
would need to be significantly updated. However, it was important 

to the clients that a single contemporary building emerged from the 
new architectural language of the house, as opposed to an assortment 
of distinct architectural volumes.

After meeting with several architectural firms, Min decided to work 
with Maxime Moreau, architect and founder of Montréal-based 
MXMA Architecture & Design. The two professionals quickly learned 
to work in close collaboration and set off to discover new spaces.

 
The architect’s concept and strategy
Pearl House was born from a strong and simple concept: as a design 
element, a house must be a place of sanctuary.

To achieve this, the architect imagined the house as a single large box 
containing the original residence as well as the new primary suite. 
He then removed a portion of this box to create a void, an inner 
courtyard, a protected place that highlights the large maple tree in 
the middle of the garden. This subtraction allowed for the passage of 
natural light through the entire plan of the house, revealing surfaces 
with warm, contrasting textures. The backyard became a soothing 
indoor-outdoor space where the family could gather to have a meal, 
play, or simply relax.

An important issue in the modernization of this house was the 
relationship between the different sections of the roof. The existing 
house had a hip roof, in addition to the flat roof of the mezzanine, 
the shape of which was not compatible with the architectural style of 
the house. In order to create a continuous and homogeneous volume, 
the architect chose to demolish the mezzanine and then extend the 
surfaces of the existing roof to cover the new primary suite, while 
respecting the existing alignments, lines, and eaves. Consequently, 
the shape of the original house evolved naturally to become part of a 
harmonious whole.

The house’s L-shaped plan is divided into four zones. The first, to 
the north, is a connected series of intimate spaces. The children’s 
bedrooms, located in the original house, take advantage of the 
existing windows, which allowed for minimal work on the facade. 
A new bathroom separating these rooms ensures acoustic comfort. 
In the new extension, the primary suite is aligned along the same 
axis. It includes a spacious bathroom and a walk-in closet. A 20-foot-
wide patio door allows the couple to fully enjoy the garden from their 
bedroom.

The living room, kitchen, and dining room have been grouped 
together to form a large living area in the centre of the house. With a 
height of 15 feet, generous floor-to-ceiling windows, plenty of built-
in storage, and transformable living spaces, the large room invites 
family members to share unique moments while enjoying abundant 
natural light and a soothing view of the outdoors. At the west end 
are functional spaces such as a garage and a vestibule with a laundry 
area. Finally, facing the backyard, a large cedar terrace frames the first 
floor, allowing the interior spaces to project outward while giving the 
impression of a more spacious home.

In celebration of wood
The idea of encasing precious interior spaces within a shell became 
an opportunity to celebrate natural light and vegetation, but also to 
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showcase wood as a durable and living material. In the backyard, the 
vertical walls and soffits that make up the new roof are covered with 
planks of western red cedar. To strengthen the relationship between 
the interior and exterior, the same wood was also used inside the 
residence. The white oak floors, in the same tone as the walls and 
ceilings, lend an inviting and warm character to the rooms.

An environmentally friendly home
Special emphasis was given to the use of certified wood and metal to 
create durable and environmentally friendly exterior cladding. The 
exterior walls, composed of staggered posts, provide superior thermal 
insulation that is cost-effective over the long term. To illuminate 
the living spaces and recover solar thermal energy naturally, high-
performance glazed windows were placed on the southern facing 
side of the building. In addition, all the trees on the property were 
preserved.

Central to the design of the new house was the large maple tree located 
in the heart of the garden, which became an architectural element 
in its own right, honoured for its ecological, aesthetic, and social 
benefits. Additionally, the team planted three new trees to reduce 
the heat island effect. With its style, materials, spatial organization, 
and variable energy strategies, Pearl House is the very definition of 
environmentally friendly architecture, greatly enhancing the quality 
of life of the family who dreamed of living in contact with nature.

The kitchen
Drawing inspiration from materials, colours, and textures, the 
Pearl House kitchen is a warm space, open to the whole family, 
and perfectly integrated into the overall concept of the home. The 
black metal shell, which wraps around the body of the house, folds 
inward to become wall-length black cabinets: the central element of 
a sophisticated kitchen. This innovative gesture reinforces the idea of 
architectural continuity between the inside and the outside.

The colour black, which in Korean culture represents both mastery 
and a cycle of our existence, is echoed in the matte black finish of 
the cabinets and countertops. In this way, the fully integrated style 
of the kitchen lends a new beginning to the very heart of the house, 
an expression of cultural identity very dear to the homeowners. The 
dark kitchen furniture also stands in stark contrast to the bright white 
oak floors and the abundant light of the interior spaces. Finally, the 
multiple storage spaces, which meet the family’s daily needs, are 
hidden behind large doors and integrated into the interior architecture 
to create a functional place with a true minimalist aesthetic.

At last, Pearl House can be viewed as a precious work of art, an 
innovative and protective shell containing a treasure: a family.

MXMA Architecture & Design
MXMA Architecture and Design, based in Montréal, Canada, is 
made up of architects and interior designers who are passionate about 
design and driven by the realm of possibilities. The agency attaches 
great value to the realization of individual architectural projects since 
each project contours our quality of life and our identity. However, the 
unique and sensitive approach of the creators takes them far beyond 
everyday function and homogeneous status quo. MXMA’s goal is to 
create experiences and places with meaning that inspire people.

MXMA’s practice brings people together. It allows for team efforts 
and shared intuitions to generate innovative solutions. Regardless of 
its scale, each project is given the attention it deserves through careful 
reflection and the generation of unique ideas in an atmosphere that 
piques curiosity and arouses emotions.

The creative process of MXMA and its spirit of connections bring 
individuals to discover living spaces that they never imagined 
possible. By shaping these new realities, MXMA creates personalized 
experiences for each person or group for whom it is designed. At the 
same time, the agency assures the functional and aesthetic quality of 
the buildings on which it works. 

MXMA realizes contemporary architectural works and exciting 
spaces that transform our social environment. The firm arranges the 
components of projects to create sensitive buildings that respond to 
their contexts but that stand apart through their iconic form. Such 
places stimulate our senses and create lasting memories.

Technical Sheet
Location: City of Montreal, Borough of Saint-Laurent
Area: 2128 sq. ft. (second floor)
Project manager: Maxime Moreau, architect
Team: Isabelle. A. Jolicoeur, Gabrielle Morin
Contributors: Francis Raymond (GMV3D)
Contractor: Demonfort
Project end date: August 2018

dw

8382    Issue 240 • dw         dw • Issue 240



Inspiration, eclecticism 
and contemporary art

Milan, Porta Venezia 
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A ccents of colour, dynamism and light. Located in the heart 
of   Milan’s Porta Venezia area, the private home of Tiziano 
Vudafieri and his wife Catherine Vautrin is a spacious loft 

in a traditional Milanese court-yard apartment block from the last 
century. 

By selecting and working cleverly with a mix of classic design pieces 
and contemporary artwork, the couple have turned an abandoned 
glassworks into a space that narrates the story of who they are. 
Architect and fashion manager by day, collectors by night, Vudafieri 
and Vautrin give shape to their intellectual curiosity by regularly 
restyling the interiors of their home, with this latest version being the 
fourth one in 12 years.  

Transforming 340 square metres across three gentle split levels, the 
project is designed around an internal patio. It is both a place to 
live (a modern-day bourgeois house, as the owners say) and also a 
container where art is regularly employed to skilfully transform the 
spaces within. 

In the penultimate restyle, radical change to the functional layout of 
the living and dining areas was brought about by the inclusion of a 
gigantic bronze Tour Eiffel by Aldo Mondino Two years before that, 
the house was handed over to artist Gabriele de Santis, who over 
the course of six months gave it a total overhaul as part of the art 
initiative Case Chiuse ( a programme of exhibitions staged in private 
and inaccessible places, opened up to the public only for the duration 
of the exhibition).

For years this very dialogue with art has been a key theme in the 
design mantra of Vudafieri-Saverino Partners. Established in 2000 by 
Tiziano Vudafieri and Claudio Saverino, the Milan/Shanghai-based 

Inspiration, 
eclecticism and 

contemporary art
Milan, Porta Venezia 

architecture firm boasts collaborations with fashion brands such as 
Delvaux, Pucci, Tod’s, Louis Vuitton, Kenzo, Roger Vivier, Moschino, 
and Sonia Rykiel. 

The firm has also significantly redefined functional and aesthetic 
canons in the restaurant industry, working with Michelin-starred 
chefs such as Alessandro Negrini and Fabio Pisani (of Il Luogo di 
Aimo e Nadia), Pierre Gagnaire, Hervé Bourdon, Enrico Bartolini, 
and Andrea Berton, and being responsible for a number of other 
innovative restaurant concepts in Milan as well as further afield too.

The design concept
The loft is a contemporary space that embodies the highly personal 
vision of the architect and his wife. Sharing a passion for art and 
collecting, the couple’s home is a portfolio of artwork and iconic, 
vintage items that they have purchased, stumbled upon and gathered 
together over the years, all showcased alongside bespoke Vudafieri 
design pieces.

The apartment plays on the relationship between high and low levels: 
the internal courtyard acts as a central point and light well, while 
stairs, walkways and passages create a sense of dynamism. As a 
result, the floor plan is distinctly unexpected, packed with ingenious 
transition spaces and surprises. An array of different places to spend 
time in, Vudafieri explains.

The open-plan, interconnected rooms are in constant communication 
with one another, with the living and dining areas stitched together 
seamlessly; the addition of large glass surfaces (which take their form 
from those of the former glassworks) serves to further consolidate 
this idea of a visual bridge. The interiors are elevated through the 
use of transparency and natural light, and are elegantly paired with 
original features such as the Catalan vaults that gently define the 
ceiling. 

Colour restyling 
Over the years, the interiors have undergone a number of make-
overs, from changes in wall colour to the position of artwork and 
furniture. The most recent of these involves a major change in colour 
scheme.  

Designed in the 1930s and 1950s for Salubra, Le Corbusier’s 
monochrome wallpaper features unexpected colour palettes that 
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are off-the-beaten-track when it comes to modern décor: it was the 
discovery of this that gave Tiziano Vudafieri the idea to transform 
some of the walls into expansive monochrome surfaces. Blue and 
red walls dominate the large central hub, but the chromatic theme 
also continues with the lime green of the entrance, the greyish blue 
of the kitchen, and the green of the master bedroom. As the owners 
say, these are colours that are almost taken from neoclassical London 
interiors, and this further highlights their eclectic spirit.

The artwork changes continually and is also installed in line with 
Vudafieri’s concept of “eclectic equilibrium”. In the living and dining 
area, the blue surface acts as a backdrop to an abstract canvas by 
Swiss artist John Armleder, placed harmoniously alongside a large 
rose by emerging Polish artist Marzena Nowak, and a plaster frieze 
by esteemed artist Paolo Icaro. The deep red wall displays a drawing, 
a collage and an oil painting by Nick Devereux, which are placed near 
a neon installation by Victor Man and two 18th-century portraits of 
Catherine Vautrin’s ancestors. 

The same principle can also be seen in the design pieces. Beside 
Aldo Mondino’s bronze sculpture “Gerusalemme” sit iconic designs 
by Luigi Caccia Dominioni: black velvet Sant’Ambrogio sofas, LT10 
and Porcino floor lamps, and two extremely rare glass vases, all 
produced by Azucena in the 1950s and 1960s. The marble and wood 
table between the two sofas is by Ettore Sottsass (Vudafieri’s very first 
design maestro) for Ultima Edizione. This is teamed with Sasso lamps 
by André Cazenave for Atelier A (a radical Parisian collective from 
the 1960s), Marteen Baas’s Clay Furniture bench for Rossana Orlandi, 
and Le Corbusier’s Lampe de Marseille grey wall light produced by 
Nemo Lighting. 

In the centre of the dining area a bespoke Vudafieri Tratto table is 
teamed with 1960s Danish teak chairs and a glass sculpture by Droog 
Design. On the table is a rechargeable Tetatet lamp by Davide Groppi.

Nature and a secluded central garden
The patio at the centre of the structure is a green oasis and the 
very heart of the project. Designed by Vudafieri with architect 
Lorenzo Bini and created by landscape architect Alessandro Nasti, 
this secluded garden combines plants, wood and stone with design 
elements such as 1960s Danish fiberglass chairs by Flotötto or the 
Corallo armchair designed by the Campana Brothers and produced 
by Edra. Overlooked by windows and terraces, the space is visible 
from all rooms and can be accessed from the living area or from the 
bedroom area, thereby making it almost an additional room outdoors.  

The kitchen
With glass doors to both the dining area and the patio outside, the 
kitchen is flooded with light and serves as a laboratory for the architect 
and a space where he can cook up another of his passions. Along with 
his wife, Vudafieri is a key figure in the Milan restaurant industry 
and has been behind the design of a number of dining establishments 
and bistros (Dry, Égalité and Røst). He places huge emphasis on the 
kitchen as a space for working and socialising and this inclination 
can be seen in the presence of combined different-temperature 
fridges (homage to the assembled furniture pieces of Bertrand Lavier, 
Vudafieri states) and unusual kitchen equipment such as the Irinox 
blast chiller. This is a domestic environment that has been created 
with design in mind but also so it can function well as a space for 
family and friends too. The central wooden table is crafted from the 
trunk of a Lebanon cedar by Fratelli Bianchi, furniture artisans from 
Cantù (Como) who were also behind the bespoke production of all 
the furniture and internal doors, and the kitchen. It is paired with 

Othmar Barth Sella chairs from 1962 and a glass-orb chandelier 
with brass structure, a prototype by Federico Peri and produced by 
Nilufar. The space is delicate and light, just like the Le Corbusier blue-
grey colour chosen for the walls.

The master bedroom.
The master bedroom is a dusky, protective space with green walls 
and ceiling that create a sense of timelessness and reflect the greenery 
of the terrace and the external patio, accessed via the vast floor-to-
ceiling window. In contrast with the brick-red floor, the green wall 
draws the eye to a series of photos by Linda Fregni Nagler entitled 
Mourning, Massimo Bartolini’s photo Talking with Lisa, Umberto 
Riva’s Robot lamp for FontanaArte, an early 20th-century Murano 
pendant light and a large 1960s table lamp, all of which express a 
sense of eclectic equilibrium and narrate both past and present.  
 
Gallery passageways
The stairwells and passageways are treated as rooms unto themselves 
and not merely in-between spaces. Flooded with a bright orange 
colour, the stairs that connect the main area to one of the two 
guest bedrooms include a stunning collection of vases by Wilhelm 
Wagenfeld (1900-1990), a designer and teacher of Bauhaus who was 
not very well-known in Italy but had major exhibits at places such 
as MoMa. The stairs with a transparent balustrade leading up to the 
other guest room act as a gallery space for a series of oil paintings by 
French artist Vincent Ruffin (Galérie Olivier Castaing). 

VUDAFIERI-SAVERINO PARTNERS
Vudafieri-Saverino Partners is a creative atelier whose work ranges 
from architecture and interior design to retail, hotellerie and 
restaurant design.

Based in Milan and Shanghai, the Studio, founded and run by 
architects Tiziano Vudafieri and Claudio Saverino,  in its twenty-year 
career has developed projects in almost every country and continent, 
always adopting an attentive approach to face the major issues of the 
contemporary culture, city, landscape and society.

Every space designed - residential, commercial, industrial or mixed-
use - expresses the close relationship between the values of the client 
and those of the context, creating a meticulous composition of form 
and function, sign and detail. The result is a project method that 
combines the identity of places with a specific “storytelling strategy”.

www.vudafierisaverino.it
dw
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Pinghe Bibliotheater
Shanghai, China
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Pinghe Bibliotheater is the core of OPEN’s latest project: School 
as Village/Shanghai Qingpu Pinghe International School. 
A library, a theatre, and a black box interlock together like a 

Chinese puzzle to form this characteristic building that some call ‘the 
blue whale’ while others see it as an ocean liner. The unique form 
of the building and the free-flowing spaces not only cultivate the 
students’ interests in reading and performing, but also encourage 
their imagination to roam freely in the ocean of knowledge.

The Bibliotheater abuts an important corner of this school-village, at 
a junction near which a major city highway and an ancient canal also 
meet. The slanted roof with spiky skylights, ship portholes-like round 
windows, and eye-catching blue colour leave a strong impression on 
passersby.

When we were given the extensive and jumbled-together programme 
of a new school for 2000 students aged from 3 to 18 years, the 
immediate reaction was how dreadful it would be for a kid spending 
that many years fixed in one building. We decided to break away from 
the current trend of school-as-megastructure. Instead, the original 
programme was deconstructed and grouped into many smaller and 
distinctive buildings, forming a village-like campus. The marriage 
of library and theatre came from the architect’s belief that the act of 
extensive reading and thinking, and the act of expression through 
performances, should be critical components of education but are 
often ignored in test-driven educational systems. The distinctive 
qualities of these two prorammes and the respective physical needs 
came to inspire the design of the building.

Above and Below
The proscenium theatre and the black box, which require the least 
natural light and the most acoustic isolation, occupy the lower part 
and the deep central area of the building, while the library occupies 
the upper part. A loop of different reading spaces rises and drops 
according to the varying heights of the theatre volumes below, 
creating a terraced spatial sequence that climaxes at a central reading 
area that is surrounded by books and light.

Introvert and Extrovert
The experience of reading is inevitably introverted and highly 
personal. Considering readers from early years to young adults, 
the architect created many comfortable reading zones of different 
qualities. A sunken roof garden gives kids breaths of fresh air and an 
outdoor reading area when weather permits.

The experience of performing in theatres, on the other hand, is 
extroverted and exciting. The main entrance to the theatre is where 
the building is ‘cut’ diagonally to form a theatrical opening. The 
juxtaposition of warm wood panels and deep blue walls create a 
visually stimulating auditorium. The café on the ground floor also 
plays an important role. During normal school days, parents waiting 
to pick up kids can read and socialize there.

Pinghe Bibliotheater
Shanghai, China

Open Stacks Reading Room
Photo credit: Jonathan Leijonhufvud

Exterior Partial View
Photo credit: WU Qingshan

Terraced Reading Space
Photo credit: Jonathan Leijonhufvud

Café
Photo credit: WU Qingshan

9392    Issue 240 • dw         dw • Issue 240



Lightness and Darkness
Light is crucial to the design of the library, not only fulfilling the 
functional needs but also giving form to the spaces and animating 
them with musical rhythm. Abundant skylights on the slanted roof 
bring filtered light to the central reading area, a giant oculus dropping 
down from the ceiling illuminates the very centre in an almost 
spiritual way, forming an emotionally charged central space. In the 
theatre, natural light is avoided entirely, and artificial lighting was 
carefully designed to meet functional requirements.

In a sense, the Bibilotheater was conceived more broadly as a cultural 
centre for not only the school but also the surrounding communities. 
Carefully placed near the secondary entrance of the campus, the 
building may be used independently without disturbing the campus 
management. It was the architect’s hope that the Bibliotheater 
will become the social energizer that brings together parents and 
community members.

Project Facts 
• Project Name: Pinghe Bibliotheater
• Design Year: 2016-2020
• Status: Completed
• Client: Shanghai Tixue Education and Technology Co., Ltd.
• Programme: 500 seated theatre, 150 seated black-box theatre, 

Library, Café
• Building Area: 5,372 m²
• Site Area: 2,312 m²
• Location: Shanghai, China

Central Reading Area
Photo credit: Jonathan Leijonhufvud

Central Reading Space
Photo credit: CHEN Hao

Theatre Auditorium
Photo credit: WU Qingshan Theatre

Photo credit: CHEN Hao

Round Windows and Skylights
Photo credit: Jonathan Leijonhufvud
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

A s a peripheral hospital staff 
member, I registered for a 
vaccination and had a Voucher 

number and an appointment. The 
week before, I was contacted in 
the afternoon and told to get to the 
Milpark immediately, there were left 
over vaccines from that day’s batch. 
Twenty minutes later, a cheerful 
security guard waved me through the 
carpark boom, no ticket, no payment, 
and told me to park in the yellow zone. 
From there I was shown the green 
taped line to follow to a table, where 
I was screened, temperature taken, 
cell number noted, then sent up to the 
waiting zone for the Mediclinic group. 
The private hospitals were working 
together to get their staff vaccinated 
as quickly as possible. On again to a 
registration area, all the while walking 
up the gentle slope of the parking 
garage ramp. Details were checked 
and entered on white wristbands, 
then we were waved onwards and 
upwards to the waiting area outside 
the Vaccination Station. Three lines of 

ten spaced chairs, polite helpers, and 
what must have been retired matrons 
once again In Charge. 

Then it was our batch’s turn. Row by 
row we were moved into the actual 
station, with three rows of ten tables, 
each manned by a vaccinator next to 
an empty chair. Before we came in, 
the tables, chairs and spaces were 
wiped down with hygienic disposable 
cloths. Each table had a tablet 
plugged into the power source below, 
and again details were checked, 
numbers on our armbands noted.  A 
call from the Sergeant Major/Matron: 
“Vaccinators, are you ready for the 
vaccines?“ Hands went up, and the 
vaccines were delivered to each table, 
their numbers entered, this time onto 
a card. Vaccines were administered, 
plasters stuck over the needle prick 
point, and we were moved to the next 
space, holding our precious cards, 
the start of a new health passport. A 
buzzy Paramedic gave us a talk on 
possible side effects, what to expect, 

and what not to do. Above all, not to 
lose our cards. He suggested we had 
them laminated and put in a very safe 
place, with our passports and travel 
documents. Good advice. 

After this enforced 15-minute stop, 
we were sent out through a gap 
where the armbands were cut off and 
discarded, and there was a selfie 
station, with frames marked I Got My 
COVID-19 Vaccine Netcare Milpark 
Hospital 2021. The photo opportunity 
was well used. 

By now we were at the top, so went 
back down by lift or stairs to where 
the car was parked. From the time I 
parked my car to when I climbed in 
again, was exactly one hour and five 
minutes. A very impressive military 
exercise. Bravo to the hospital 
groups involved – Netcare, Life and 
Mediclinic.  

Gill Butler

Vaccination Station 

www.designingways.com
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Appearance
Outdoor lighting makes your home 

and garden look better. A strategically lit 
exterior and garden enhances your home’s 
appearance at night, with decorative 
fixtures such as outdoor lamps and 
pendants adding stylish flair. Well thought 
out landscape lighting can be used to 
highlight your home’s architectural 
features, showcase beautiful flower 
gardens, or light up trees and fountains. 

Functionality
Your garden and outdoor entertainment 

area shouldn’t just be used during the day. 
We live in a country with a mild year-
round climate, making outdoor living 
possible both during the day and at night. 
When your garden and entertainment or 
patio area is well-lit you can use it long 
after the sun goes down. Floodlights 
offer a substantial amount of general 
illumination and can be used to brighten 
up portions of the garden such as the 
pool or braai area. Pendant lighting, wall 
sconces and lanterns illuminate the patio 

area for entertaining in the evening and al 
fresco dining. 

Security
Outdoor lighting plays an important 

role in protecting your home and loved 
ones from unwanted intruders. Your 
home immediately becomes less of a 
target when it is sufficiently illuminated 
at night because there are no dark spots 
for criminals to hide in. When installing 
lighting for security, don’t forget about the 
sides of the house too. You should ideally 
walk the perimeter of your property and 
make a note of any dark corners where 
intruders might go unnoticed. Floodlights 
that are motion-activated or set on timers 
make for ideal security lighting, especially 
at the entrance of your home as this 
will deter would-be intruders as they 
approach your property.

Physical safety
Navigating the exterior of your home 

in the dark is dangerous and can lead 
to you and your guests being seriously 

injured. Sharp edges, stairs, drop-offs, 
and tripping hazards are all difficult to 
avoid when you can’t see them clearly. 
By illuminating exterior areas such as 
pathways, staircases, and pool areas you 
make them visible to those using them 
and therefore prevent possible injury. It 
is especially important to illuminate the 
entrance to your home so that guests can 
identify your house number, park their 
car, and walk up to your front door with 
ease.

Increase property value
Outdoor lighting increases your 

property value and will get you an 
immediate return on investment. In fact, 
it has been listed by a large percentage 
of potential home buyers as an essential 
feature of their ideal home. Investing in 
quality outdoor lighting showcases the 
best features of your home and increases 
its curb appeal, making it an attractive 
option when it goes on the market.

www.radiant.co.za

BRIGHT IDEAS
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5 Reasons to invest in quality outdoor lighting
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THE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATION

0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)
www.taylorblinds.co.za

With Taylor’s MOTION Blinds you can activate your blinds from your couch, your cell phone, or even while out 
on your daily commute. MOTION window coverings can be seamlessly integrated into existing smart homes, 
or they can be the first step towards a smarter home. And as an added feature, these cable-free blinds can 
easily connect with other smart home applications too. Open your mind to added convenience, safety and an 
energy-saving way of living with Taylor’s MOTION Blinds. 

TAYLOR MOTION BLINDS

TAYLOR’S MOTION BLINDS:
FOR WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE ON,
BUT NO ONE’S HOME.


