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Lightweight and on trend, 13mm White Attica Caesarstone 
offers an ultra-modern aesthetic without compromising on 
durability.  Make an unforgettable impression and investment to 
your property by enhancing your kitchen or bathroom interior 
with our 13mm Ultimo Collection.  
www.caesarstone.co.za 
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Newly innovated ShutterGuard® Aluminium Security Shutters 
have an ergonomically designed shutter lock and louvre lock 
system. The stylish, savvy, safety solution for windows or 
doors offer security without compromising the aesthetics of 
your home, commercial or retail space. Contact us for more 
information.
www.taylorblinds.co.za       0861-1829-567
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Perfect harmony of pure materials and solid volumes.

www.valcucinesa.co.za

ARTEMATICA KITCHEN, IN DISTRESSED BRASS 

Well-being. Timeless. Innovation

Valcucine South Africa - Under new management

Casarredo
35 Commerce Crescent,

Kramerville West,
Johannesburg, 2090

011 786 6940
marita@valcucine.co.za
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Contract Furnishing | Custom Design | Branding

Showroom: Unit C6, Northlands Deco Park, Johannesburg     www.themillfabrics.co.za     admin@themillfabrics.co.za    +27 11 704 1577

Fashion for furniture
Contract Furnishing | Custom Design | Branding

Showroom: Unit C6, Northlands Deco Park, Johannesburg     www.themillfabrics.co.za     admin@themillfabrics.co.za    +27 11 704 1577

Fashion for furniture

Designing Ways welcomes Wilma 
de Bruin to the team.

With years of journalism 
under her belt, writing about just about 
everything – from interesting, innovative 
and creative people, personal finance and 
travel, to company and business profiles, 
healthcare and media and advertising – 
makes Wilma de Bruin tick and keeps 
her happy. 

For as long as Wilma can remember, 
she wanted to become a journalist.

After graduating from Free State 
University “many moons ago”, she did 
just that when she joined the Afrikaans 
daily Die Volksblad in Bloemfontein 
as a junior reporter. Following her 
family’s relocation to Johannesburg, 
she filled various editorial positions at 
Beeld (Media24) before embarking on 
a freelance career spanning nearly four 
decades.

During this time, she contributed to 
a number of publications, ranging from 
women’s and glossy lifestyle magazines, 
to financial and custom titles.  Besides 
editing Beeld’s media & marketing pages 
for 20 years as well as its personal finance 
guide, Jou Geldsake, for six years, she also 
edited a number of industry and company 
publications, as well as Restorica (in aid of 
cultural heritage conservation), Buurman 
(for the Jewish Board of Deputies), Infonet, 
Femnet and Zenecan (in-house company 
publications) and the annual, Healthcare 
Review (for the medical industry).  From 
1995-2017 she (intermittently) handled the 
PR/writing for the Pendoring Advertising 
Awards.

Still freelancing from home, she continues 
to contribute to magazines, newspapers 
and PR companies. She also serves as a 
director of a non-profit organisation and of 
a manufacturing company.

Wilma has a number of awards to her 
credit, including sharing the honours in 
the magazine category of the Transnet 
Transport Journalism Awards. She has 
also served as a judge for the AdMag and 
ATKVeertjie Awards.

When she’s not writing, she enjoys 
spending time with her husband, son, 
daughter-in-law and two grandchildren, 
reading, gardening, walking, playing 
tennis and socialising with friends.

EDITORIAL
BOARD

Wilma de Bruin
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Cocoon Chair- Page 42
Timmy Kwok is a product designer who graduated from RMIT 

University in 2011. She is now working as a professional product designer 
in Hong Kong. She loves art and is especially interested in how art can 
be integrated with ergonomics. Besides, she is also a nature lover; she 
believes nature is the source of design, the best designer. From this belief, 
she is often inspired by how evolutionary processes give rise to all species 
and they finally become what we see today. She thinks evolution is just 
like a design process, all species have to keep on developing themselves 
to fit into nature. In design, she likes to develop an aesthetic natural form 
that follows the basic function of the object. This is also her primary 
design theory, she thinks an outstanding design is tells people what it is 
just by its form.

SILVER LAKES 
Cnr Silverlakes and 
Graham Roads, 
Silverlakes, Pretoria

Tel: (012) 809-3519

www.sevens.co.za

UMHLANGA
Shop 120, The Crescent Shopping 
Centre, Sunset Crescent,
Umhlanga Ridge, KZN

Tel: (031) 566-6777

CAPE TOWN
12 Beach Road,
Woodstock,
Cape Town

Tel: (021) 003-8477

FOURWAYS
The Gantry on 
Witkoppen Rd,
Entrance The Straight

Tel: (011) 691-7700

Comfort for the 
entire family!
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Johannesburg
FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

010 040 3156

Pretoria
010 040 3158

Port Elizabeth
087 075 0876

Umhlanga
031 040 3192

Ballito
031 040 3191

Cape Town
021 040 3001

Klerksdorp
010 040 7638

Namibia
061 245 303

Knysna
087 075 0877

Bloemfontein
010 040 7100

Blinds Express:
Blinds All Types:
Blind Time:
R&C Trading:
Galaxy Blinds:
Blind Rage:
Curtain Club:

010 040 3155
010 040 3154
010 040 3157
010 040 3495
010 040 3153
010 040 7993

Sakkies Blinders:
Picture Perfect 010 040 7992

PC Agencies:

Aesthetics:

Blinds All of Them:

Milk&Honey®:

Ralph Blinds:

The Best Blind Company:
Total Blind Design: 021 040 3002

Ridwaans Interiors:

Windhoek Touch of Style:
Walvis Bay Touch of Syle: 064 220 238

www.windovert.co.za

www.blinddesigns.co.za
Northern Limpopo

064 860 3079Newton and Strever 

Wood Venetian Blinds

SPICE

Design Style:
Bohemian

The Bohemian palette is a 
celebration of  both the new and the 

old. The eclectic collection of  colour 
and texture is a fantastic base from 

which to express your personal style. 
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PRODUCT DESIGN - Page 32
Action-movie hero, sitcom star, game 
show host, pitchman, former NFL player 
and best-selling author all describe the 
man that is Terry Crews. Crews is perhaps 
best known for his action and comedy 
roles in an impressive resumé of film 
and television work which includes THE 
EXPENDABLES film franchise, Golden 
Globe award and SAG nominated comedy 
series Brooklyn Nine-Nine, Everybody 
Hates Chris, and stars in the wildly 
popular Old Spice commercials. He is 
also known for his ability to pull off what 
is considered the “best robot” on earth.

The three-time People Magazine 
“Sexiest Man Alive” star has top-lined 
some of the biggest films of the past 
decade, including his star-making turn in 
the Wayans brother comedy classic White 
Chicks, and the cult classic Idiocracry, 
to the #1 film of all time on Netflix, The 
Ridiculous Six opposite Adam Sandler.

Crews also added author to his 
resumé with the release of his first book, 

Manhood in 2014, which has received 
critical acclaim, with Jezebel calling 
Terry “one of the most progressive and 
thoughtful voices in gender criticism.” 
Crews has also proven himself a frequent 
viral video collaborator, teaming up with 
Jimmy Fallon for their famous “Lip Sync” 
duet, starring in a Super Bowl commercial 
with the Muppets, and was featured as one 
of The New York Times “Scene Stealers” 
for his role on Brooklyn Nine-Nine. He 
also officially became a verb in the urban 
dictionary.

Behind the brawn, bullets and laughs is 
a Renaissance man from Flint, Michigan, 
who, as a teen, got his first big break after 
high school with an art scholarship at 
the prestigious Interlochen Center for 
the Arts in Michigan. This was followed 
by an Art Excellence scholarship and a 
full-ride athletic scholarship for football 
at Western Michigan University, where 
as a star defence end, he helped lead the 
Broncos to a Mid-Atlantic Conference 
Championship in 1988.

After several years in the NFL (where 
he painted portraits of teammates to 
supplement his income) with the Los 
Angeles Rams, San Diego Chargers, 
Washington Redskins and Philadelphia 
Eagles, Crews turned his talents to the 
performing arts, where his talent, hard 
work, character and dedication has made 
him one of the most sought after and 
respected talents in the industry.

Expanding on his extensive background 
as an artist, illustrator, and his love of 
craftsmanship, Terry established the 
design house AMEN & AMEN. The 
company seeks out and supports creatives 
in the world of art, music, fashion, décor 
and industrial design. Initially breaking 
ground with menswear fashion designer 
Nana Boateng, the label successfully 
expanded to interior lighting and 
furnishings in 2016 with the exhibition 
of Ini Archibong’s The Secret Garden 
collection at Salon De Mobile in Milan. 
In 2017 he designed his first collection of 
furniture for Bernhardt Design.
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0861 372 653 | enquiry.fsa@franke.com | www.franke.co.za

Hotel & Residential 
Bathroom Accessories
Available in two different stylish designs, the new Franke Stainless 
Steel Bathroom Accessories Range is ideal for hotels, offices, 
homes, retail or any semi-public washroom.

makeitwonderful.co.za

Hotel & Residential Bathroom Mixers
The most recent addition to the Franke family of washroom products, 
the Franke Bathroom Mixer Range covers bath and shower mixers with 
a stylish and modern look. Available in three different stylish designs, 
the Bathroom Mixer Range is perfect for hotel or residential bathrooms. 

Visit the Franke Stand
from 1st to 5th May 2019 
at Decorex Cape Town

where you can see our hottest 
new products, 

AND STAND THE CHANCE TO
WIN FANTASTIC

 PRIZES!
The Franke Bathroom Mixer Range 

is the most recent addition to 
the Franke family of bathroom 

products and includes basin, bath and 
shower mixers.

Bathrooms are one of the most used 
rooms in your house, and a beautiful 
bathroom can become the retreat you 
need after a long day of work or play. 
Updating the bathroom is also a sound 
investment strategy as it is often the room 
most scrutinised by buyers.

Every year many homeowners plan 
home renovations; and while there are 
several product choices to include in a 
bathroom renovation, upgrading your 
bathroom mixer is a great inclusion. 

The functionality of tapware is 
important, but equally important are the 
aesthetics which will affect the overall 
style you are trying to achieve. Franke’s 
new range of bathroom mixers comes 
in three different stylish designs – the 
Serenus, Aspera and Liscio Range – and 
will transform your bathroom into the 
ultimate retreat.

When choosing tapware for your 
bathroom it is always best to choose 
quality products that will provide you 
with years of use. There is an abundance of 
mixers available that are highly attractive 
on the outside but poorly made on the 
inside. As a result, they fall apart quickly 
and call for replacement much sooner 
than they should. 

Franke’s bathroom mixers are 
designed for durability, excellent quality, 

functionality and appearance. The body 
is constructed of high quality solid DZR 
brass with high class anti-corrosive 
chrome plating. 

In addition to this, attention has been 
paid to the intricate component details. 
Anti-scald cartridges with adjustable 
rings allow you to limit maximum 
temperatures. Neoperl easy-clean aerators 
prevent clogging to allow a perfect stream 
under any condition and extend the 
lifespan of the mixer. 

Franke stands behind their range of 
quality hotel & residential bathroom 
mixers by offering a 10 year warranty 
against manufacturing defects on the 
body of the mixer and a 24 month 
warranty on the cartridge.

BATHROOM ACCESSORIES
Our new range of luxurious bathroom 

accessories from Franke is available in 
two stylish designs. With a high polished 

finish, this stainless steel accessory range 
is ideal for hotels, offices, retail or any 
semi-public washroom.

Although they only contribute to a 
fraction of a bathroom, no bathroom 
is complete without accessories. 
Unlike many ranges on the market, 
Franke's assortment of accessories are 
manufactured from Grade 304 Stainless 
Steel, making them particularly robust, 
high quality and able to last for years to 
come. The Cubus and Medius ranges 
are created with different styles in mind, 
making it easy for a designer to integrate 
these accessories with almost any kind of 
design concept. 

CUBUS
Like the name suggests, the Cubus 

design is based on square lines and solid 
material. This range gives a futuristic 
look design-wise and is most suitable for 
bathrooms that are designed with a subtle, 
yet unrestrained look.

MEDIUS
The Medius design has been created 

with the purpose of matching classic 
style sanitaryware. The complete range 
can be installed to all classic design 
environments.

Both the Cubus and Medius range carry 
a 5 year warranty against manufacturing 
defects.

www.franke.co.za

Every bathroom has 
the potential to 
be wonderful
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Mueble aims to provide 
designers with an online 
shopping platform that stocks 

European designer furniture, with local 
South African solutions delivered and 
installed. 

We offer an exciting furniture sourcing 
service for superior projects and fit outs. 
Our approach is to source and specify new 
available furniture pieces and accessories 
unique and specific to the required 
furniture scope.

Make a statement 
with Mueble!

Established by Garth Dockray, who 
brings 20 years of corporate furniture 
experience to the helm of Mueble, we 
are passionate about offering designer 
European style furniture to the South 
African landscape, blending with local 
commercial solutions. 

Our website, www.mueble.co.za, allows 
users to select and purchase available 
product for fulfilment of immediate 
requirements. Mueble offers “fresh” 
selections of occasional chairs, designer 
chairs, armchairs, sofas, and tables to 
the industry. Our impressive Outdoor 

Patio Range offers a combination solid 
Acacia wood with UV protected tables 
and frames. We have a striking selection 
of UV Rope chairs and sofas. Mueble 
has the right ‘fluff ” to accessorise your 
settings,:choose from our ever changing 
display of coffee tables, rugs, pouffes, 
mirrors, vases, bowls, baskets and throws.  

We strive to seek out selective quality 
furniture pieces, to provide an elite 
product selection and service.

www.mueble.co.za
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SOUTH AFRICA’S PREMIER DÉCOR, 
DESIGN & LIFESTYLE EXPO

DESIGNING FOR AFRICA

    feels like home

EXTENSIVE TRADE NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES TO WIDEN YOUR 
BUSINESS NETWORK AND MAXIMISE YOUR EXHIBITION 

EXPERIENCE ONLY AT DECOREX SA.

Distinguished Trade Programme Exclusive To:
Retailers | Interior Designers + Decorators | Architects | Specifiers | Spacial Planners | Hospitality | Corporate Procurement 

| Lodges | Property Developers | Landscapers

Interested  in Exhibiting? For more information or to book your stand visit www.decorex.co.za

+27 11 549 8300
decorexinfo@reedexpoafrica.co.za 

www.decorex.co.za

1  -  5  M AY  2 0 1 9
C T I C C

T R A D E  F O C U S E D  D AY S  2  +  3  M AY  2 0 1 9

T’s & C’s apply. 
All trade are strictly vetted.

Register 
for complimentary 

trade access

Designing Ways _Cape Town-2.indd   1 2019/03/15   09:19

Eurolux (Pty) Ltd is proud to 
officially announce its recent 
acquisition of Radiant Lighting 

(Pty) Ltd. The merger came into effect on 
1 January 2019 and sees the two brands 
running parallel to each other as separate 
entities under the umbrella of the Eurolux 
Group.

Eurolux started out as a modest Cape 
Town operation in 1991 and has continued 
to grow from strength to strength. With 
two locations in South Africa, the brand is 
an industry leader in lighting importation 
and distribution.

Radiant began operations in 1990 
and, similarly to Eurolux, expanded its 
offerings as the company flourished and 
experienced rapid growth.

Together they have a combined trading 
history of 57 years. This strengthened 
pool of resources allows for an improved 
product offering and an elevated level of 
customer service, making them a force 
to be reckoned with in the market. “We 
strongly believe that this merger will bring 
about only positive changes for everyone, 
especially our customers. It will certainly 
make both companies stronger and more 
competitive in the market”, explains 
Eurolux director, Shaun Bouchier.

Although it is business as usual for 
both Eurolux and Radiant staff, there 
are a number of exciting changes on 
the horizon in the near future. In 
Johannesburg, the Eurolux team will move 
across to the existing Radiant buildings 

in Wynberg, Sandton, where several 
interesting showroom concepts will be 
launched during the course of 2019. 
This new chapter will also see the brands 
establish a presence in Durban with a new 
showroom in the works. In Cape Town, 
the Radiant team has already moved into 
the Eurolux offices in Milnerton.

The Eurolux Group would like to take 
this opportunity to thank customers of 
both brands for their loyalty and support 
over the years, and reaffirm its continued 
dedication in delivering a product offering 
of global standards.

www.eurolux.co.za
www.radiant.co.za

Eurolux acquires Radiant Lighting 
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Vencasa, The World Leaders in 
Sleep and trailblazers in the 
industry opened the first Pillow 

Bar in South Africa in 2018 and have 
since opened five more – Sandton City 
Shopping Centre, Clearwater Shopping 
Centre, Cresta Shopping Centre, Ballito 
Junction and Eastgate Shopping Centre. 
Each Vencasa Pillow Bar features 29 
pillows and has sleep professionals 
available to guide you in choosing the 
perfect pillow to ensure you have quality 
sleep, every night.

We all know that sleep is essential to 
our wellbeing. However, do you know 
that your pillow can either enhance or 
reduce your sleep health? As the Dalai 
Lama astutely expressed, when asked 
what surprised him most about humanity, 
he replied: “Man. Because he sacrifices his 
health in order to make money. Then he 
sacrifices money to recuperate his health.”

Let Vencasa help you improve your sleep 
well-being, within your parameters. 
Becoming pillow-savvy is a great place 
to begin:

Is it time to change your pillow?
•  If your pillow is older than three years, 

then it is time to change it.
•  The lifespan of a polyester pillow is 

6-12 months; memory foam pillow is 
12-18 months; feather or down pillow 

is 3-4 years; gel pillow is 3-4 years; 
Tempur pillow is 3-8 years.| 

Do you have neck, shoulder, 
back or hip discomfort? 
Recurring headaches? 

Increased snoring? This could 
be attributed to your pillow.

What must your pillow do for you?
•  Support the weight of your head and 

neck without applying pressure.
•  Support your shape ergonomically.
•  Eliminate pressure points on your face 

and neck.
•  Improve facial circulation.

Does your pillow support your sleep style?
•  Whether you sleep on your back, side 

or front, your pillow must cradle your 
neck and head so that they don’t tilt up 
or down and are in natural alignment 
with your spine.

•  If you sleep on your back, consider the 
Tempur Symphony pillow for great 
support.

•  If you’re a side sleeper, or like to sleep 
in the foetal position, the curved shape 
of the Tempur Sonata pillow supports 
your head best.

•  If you sleep on your stomach, you need 
a pillow with good ventilation, allowing 
you to breathe comfortably, such as 
the Tempur Ombracio pillow as it has 
special indentations at the sides for easy 
breathing.

•  If you have broad shoulders, you’ll need 
a larger pillow to keep your head and 
neck level while you sleep.

•  If you have any allergies, select a 
hypoallergenic material such as the 
Velfont bamboo pillow, the Vencasa 
Micro Gel Pillow which has a down-
like feel, or the Malouf scented pillows.

Pop into a Vencasa Pillow Bar for advice, 
and for the largest variety of pillows in the 
country, sourced from around the world 
and locally, which support all sleep styles 
at every life stage. Blissful sleep is possible 
for you.

Vencasa, The World Leaders in Sleep, 
know that your body, mind and soul 
deserve quality sleep, and provide a 
range of exceptional sleep solutions to 
ensure it. We invite you to 'come home' 
to Vencasa for the ultimate bedroom 
experience. Vencasa have revolutionised 
the industry by offering sleep solutions 
that are affordable and of the highest 
quality, offering peace of mind along with 
peaceful sleep. 

www.vencasa.co.za

Introducing the 
Vencasa Pillow Bar

JOHANNESBURG: Clearwater Shopping Centre, Design Quarter, Kramerville, Hyde Park Corner, Bedfordview Shopping Centre
PRETORIA: Brooklyn Mall, Menlyn Shopping Centre | WESTERN CAPE: Cavendish Square, Canal Walk Shopping Centre, De Waterkant 
Media Quarter, Table Bay Mall | KZN: The Crescent at Umhlanga Ridge.

PAP001/19R

YOUR BEST NIGHT’S SLEEP
STARTS HERE 

We offer you a full range sleep solution with only the 
best international brands, bringing you premium 
quality at a suitable price.

Visit a Vencasa-Tempur showroom near you for your 
complimentary sleep assessment. 
Find us on www.vencasa.co.za / 0861 60 60 60

Home of

The World Leaders in Sleep  

 297 x 210 AD TEMPUR .indd   1 2019/03/28   1:43 PM
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In its 2019 news, Duravit shows how 
it has perfected the art of holistic 
bathroom design. Heightened 

emotions contrast with state-of-the-art 
technology, soft forms meet geometric 
contours. New trends in surfaces, colours 
and materials round off the doctrine of 
holistic, individually designed bathrooms 
of a unique quality. Wherever state-of-
the-art, comfort-enhancing technologies 
are used, they are always invisibly 
integrated into the new products, 
ensuring perfection in every respect. 
With two new bathroom series, an 
accessories series, three tap series, the 
new SensoWash® Starck f generation, a 
new shower tray system, one bathroom 
furniture series in the entry-level price 
point and two in the top-end segment, 
numerous technological innovations, 
logical additions to the range, and new 
colours and surfaces, Duravit is defining 
the future of state-of-the-art designer 
bathrooms.

Viu/XViu
In the bathroom of the future

With the Viu ceramics range, the 
XViu furniture range, and the matching 
bathtubs, Duravit and sieger design 
present a complete bathroom range that 
exudes forward-looking design. The post-
industrial elegance of the pieces emerges 
from the interaction of soft, organic 
forms with a precise geometry and details 
finished to a previously unattained level 
of perfection. Sharp contrasts arise from 
surfaces that combine the finest ceramics, 
glass and metal with matt lacquers or 
high-quality woods.

Happy D.2 Plus
Elegant, expressive bathroom interiors 
with an added extra in terms of form and 
colour

With Happy D.2 Plus, Duravit has 
teamed up with sieger design to realize 
current trends in colour, design, and 
finishes. The archetypical open oval of the 
Happy D. design classic also runs through 
the elements of this new, supplementary 
range. Above-counter wash bowls with 
precise lines, stand-alone consoles and 

matching semi-tall cabinets as well 
as circular mirrors combine to create 
perfectly harmonized washing areas. The 
new range enables elegant, expressive style 
collections to be individually designed 
with a darker or lighter basic mood.

SensoWash® Starck f
Iconic design – maximum comfort

Duravit and Philippe Starck present 
a new shower-toilet generation, with 
two versions available: SensoWash® 
Starck f Plus and SensoWash® Starck f 
Lite. Convenient to operate via a remote 
control, freely configurable via an app, 
they both include a minimalist design 
for maximum shower-toilet comfort. 
The technology within all components 
has undergone further development and 
has been reorganized to now house all 
technology within the ceramic body. The 
flat seat with a height of just 40 mm and 
the white cover located behind it form a 
flush-mounted unit: contemporary design 
and comfort-enhancing technology in 
perfect harmony.

www.duravit.com

Holistic bathroom 
design by Duravit

Viu/XViu

Happy D.2 Plus SensoWash® Starck f
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1817-2017.
200 YEARS 
DURAVIT.
YOUR FUTURRE
BATHROOM.

The exact, precise edges of the basic form blend together with the soft, organically fl owing inner contours. The washbasin 
made from DuraCeram® sits on top of a matching metal console, shown here in black matt. The glass shelf allows for more 
practical storage space. For more information: Duravit South Africa (Pty) Ltd, 30 Archimedes Road, Kramerville, 
Sandton, Johannesburg, Telephone +27 (0) 11 555 1220, info@za.duravit.com and at duravit.co.za

DuraSquare. Architectonic, rectangular design of striking precision.

ZA_DesigningWeeks_210x297_DuraSquare.indd   1 21.06.17   08:51
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WHAT’S
HOT

Norick Interiors
Specializing in Classical Chinese Furniture and Accessories. 

Norick Interiors have their own factory in China and collect 
all authentic Antique furniture as well as manufacture all the 
reproduction furniture.  Accessories are supplied by their own 
factory supply chain. 
Tel: 011 444 5606
www.norickinteriors.com

LINTON TWEED by The Mill Fabrics
Linton Tweed will breathe life into vintage and modern pieces alike adding a “je ne sais 

quoi” to its occupied space. As well as “putting on the Ritz”, Linton boasts an impressive 
40,000 Martindale rubs plus a Soil and Water repellent finish, making it perfect for 
commercial and contract use.  Linton Tweed will be equally and happily placed in just that 
favourite space.
Furniture: Dawid Krynauw Ontwerp, Brandberg Occasional Chair.
www.themillfabrics.co.za
+27 11 704 1577

LEAF  LIGHT - LEATHER
The Leaf Light is embossed with 

contours that suggest the veins of the 
blade of a bamboo leaf.

www.touchstonelighting.co.za
011 465 5697

In their continuous pursuit of 
delivering excellence and innovation 
in each of their products, Woodbender 

is proud to present their latest offering, 
the Kariba.

Like many other Woodbender designs, 
the Kariba takes its name from a small 
Southern African town. For this new 
addition to their range, the Woodbender 
design team looked to the north and 
drew inspiration from Kariba, a small 
town nestled on the shores of beautiful 
Lake Kariba. World-renowned for its raw 
natural beauty, Lake Kariba offers visitors 
a juxtaposition of tranquil waterways and 
rugged landscape, and the team really 
wanted this to be reflected in the design 
of the chair.

The Kariba chair interprets this 
contrasting beauty in its form and 
functionality. This compact, open-back 

chair takes up less space than some of 
the larger dining chairs on the market 
but does not sacrifice comfort. With a 
tilted backrest and sloping arms, the 
Kariba allows for easy relaxation around 
the dining table during a meal and long 
after it’s ended. An experimental design 
process has resulted in a chair with 
fewer parts and joins, giving it a degree 
of durability and strength demanded by 
high traffic applications. Crafted with the 
ongoing minimalism movement in mind, 
the design team envisioned a pared-
back end-product with African flair. The 
Kariba is an amalgamation of the two 
styles, staying true to the trend forecast 
while incorporating a distinctly Southern 
African aesthetic. 

“Simplicity is the ultimate form of 
sophistication and we kept this in mind 
when designing the Kariba. There was a 

need in the market for a dining chair that 
is both compact and comfortable, and we 
felt that a simple silhouette with a slightly 
wider seat would be the answer”, explains 
Woodbender R&D Manager, Grant 
Longmore.

As with all Woodbender designs, the 
Kariba can be fully customised. It can be 
upholstered in a fabric of your choice and 
is available in any of Woodbender’s 15 
timber finishes.

www.woodbender.co.za

Facebook: facebook.com/
TheWoodbender/

Instagram: www.instagram.com/
thewoodbender/ 

Twitter: twitter.com/thewoodbender 

Introducing the Kariba
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EDISON &
LIKE

CAPE TOWN -  Head O �ce

9 Racecourse Road, Milnerton, 7441 

+27 (0)21 528 8400 +27 (0)21 528 8500 admin@eurolux.co.zafax
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M
FLOOR LAMP

QUBO

LOTUS

HALLSTAT
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Bringing you the best in 

lamps, decor, fittings, 

project luminaires and 

electrical accessories.  
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JC179GY

28W Metal decorative pendant.
130mm(w) x 1800mm(h).

40W Metal decorative pendant.
345mm(w) x 1840mm(h).

PF0012GY
40W Metal decorative 
pendant.
320mm(w) x 1935mm(h).
Available in white and grey

28W Metal decorative pendant. 
1200mm(w) x 1500mm(h).

PF0012GY

JC0003CP PF0016WH

JHB +27 (0)11 386 0000. CTN +27 (0)21 521 2500. DBN +27 (0)31 263 0096. www.radiant.co.za

For timeless sophistication and the latest lighting trends, Radiant has superior 

+27 (0)11 386 0000 info@radiant.co.za

72, 5th Street, Wynberg, Highlands North, 2037

JOHANNESBURG

TOGETHER.

operating together, these 
two great brands  will create 
a more comprehensive 
infrastructure which can only 
improve our product offering 
and service levels to our 
customers.  This is a very 
exciting opportunity for both 
brands, for our employees  

     ITH A COMBINED 
TRADING HISTORY 
OF 55 YEARS,

AND FOR YOU, 
OUR CUSTOMER.

M

SOME
THINGS
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BETTER
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KSA

Organising industry networking 
events is an important part of 
what the KSA does.  It is vital 

that members of the kitchen industry have 
opportunities to meet with each other out 
of the office and on a more social platform.  
Our product networking evenings have 
become key in this endeavour.  

KSA product networking evenings 
allow for three non-competing KSA 
supplier members to put their heads 
together and host a joint networking 
evening.   Each host invites its key clients 
from within the kitchen and interiors 
industry. During the course of the evening 
each host gets an opportunity to address 
the guests giving an update on what is 
new in their business.  These evenings 
have proved to be very successful and 
have doubled in value since our joint 
venture with the IID.

KSA Cape Town held the first product 
evening for 2019 hosted by Smeg, Grass 
and Max on Top at the Smeg showrooms in 
Strand Street.  Carmen Howard, KSA CT’s 
regional representative, was very pleased 
with the turnout on the evening with over 100 
people in attendance.  All three hosts took 
the opportunity to introduce new products.  
Smeg focused their talk on the new Dolce Stil 
Novo blast chiller.  Max on Top showcased 
their new product Arpa; and Grass spoke 
about their two new ranges – Nova Pro Scala 
and Tavinea Sorto.  Ten guests were lucky 
enough to go home with lucky draw prizes 
courtesy of the hosts.

The second product evening on the 
KSA calendar was in KZN hosted by KZN 
Boards, Grass and Jamson Stone at KZN 
Boards’ showrooms.  With the highest 
attendance of any KZN product evening 
thus far it was a real success story for KZN 
regional representative Kerryn Bailey.  It 
was also an opportunity for Kerryn to 
tell the KZN industry a little about what 
the KSA has been up to and to highlight 
our partnerships with both Decorex and 
the IID.  Three of the guests did not go 
home empty-handed, being the winners 
of lovely lucky draw prizes courtesy of the 
hosts.

KSA Gauteng will be holding their 
first product evening on the 28th March 
at Franke’s new showrooms in Midrand.  
Co-hosting with Franke will be Liebherr 
and Pearlman Veneers.  While Franke 
show off their new showrooms, both 
Liebherr and Pearlman Veneers will be 
introducing guests to new products in 
their range.  For more information about 
the evening contact gauteng@ksa.co.za.

Up and coming on the KSA calendar as we move forward is:
KSA Kitchen Advice Centre @ Decorex Durban 21-24 March 2019 - contact kzn@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA CT Golf day – 17 April – contact westerncape@ksa.co.za for more information
Possible KSA visit to the Eastern Cape – Early May 2019 - contact kzn@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA Kitchen Advice Centre @ Decorex Cape Town 1-5 May 2019 - contact westerncape@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA KZN Product networking evening – May 2019 - contact kzn@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA CT Sales course – 16 May 2019 - contact westerncape@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA JHB Business breakfast – 16 May 2019 – contact gauteng@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA CT Business breakfast – 22 May 2019 - contact westerncape@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA JHB Industry showcase – 5 June 2019 - contact gauteng@ksa.co.za for more information
KSA CT AGM – 12 June 2019 - contact westerncape@ksa.co.za for more information

Please feel free to visit the KSA website for more information about what the KSA is doing in the industry 

www.ksa.co.za
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WHY? It tells people that 
you're serious about interior 
design, Interior decorating 

or interior architecture. It indicates your 
status as a business professional with 
valuable industry skills.

The IID is the only registered 
professional body representing the 
interior design industry in South Africa

Professional Recognition and Status. 
Membership gives you credibility 
by belonging to the Interior Design 
professional body, identifying that you are 
serious about what you do.

The IID has been working hard at 
creating new partnerships that can benefit 
their members.

International Property Awards
The International Property Awards 

are open to residential and commercial 
property professionals from around the 
globe. They celebrate the highest levels of 
achievement by companies operating in 
all sectors of the property and real estate 
industry

IID members benefit from a Discount 
when entering into the International 
Property Awards

Decorex
Bringing Africa the latest in décor & 

design trends. Decorex is a Patron of the 
IID.

The IID and Decorex have been 
partners for many years and this 
partnership continues to grow. Being 
an IID member will allow you to get a 
discount on exhibition space at the next 
Decorex; CPT 1-5 May, JHB 7-11 Aug.

The Hotel Show Africa
Showcases products, equipment, 

services & design for restaurants, cafés, 
bars, hotels and food service owners, 
managers and operators. The IID is very 
excited to see how this new partnership 
can benefit members through the design 
pavilion at the show and offering our IID 
members a discount on exhibition space. 

Designing Ways
A magazine for the people in the world 

of design. IID Members get a free digital 
and posted copy monthly.

KSA
The Kitchen Specialists Association 

is an NPO which looks after the kitchen 
industry, from suppliers to manufacturers 
and installers. Hiring one of their 
members to do the job allows the industry 
to prosper and consumers can enjoy 
peace-of-mind.

IID members can benefit in 
collaborative events with the KSA, 
networking with IID professionals and 
KSA professionals.

A few more to come…
Don’t miss out on all the benefits the 

IID is offering and become a member 
today!

Take your career to the next level and 
get the professional recognition and status 
you deserve.

IID
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The Interior Design Industry has 
changed. It didn’t change in the past few 
weeks; it has been changing drastically 
and radically for the past few years. If 
you want to blaze your own successful 
path, then you need to be your own best 
advocate and put on your CEO cap and 
arm yourself with as much knowledge of 
the following as possible:

START-UPS
Start-up companies and apps such as 

Houzz, Modsy, and yes, even Pinterest, 
are starting to bridge the gap between 
Interior Designer and the Consumer. 
The idea of hiring an Interior Designer is 
often considered a luxury only available 
to those with more money than taste, 
but now, startups are making it accessible 
and affordable for everyone. They seem 
to be offering services at a fraction of the 
cost and even offer simple consultations 
– such as, “Should I buy this chair?” – 
for free. So how do you as the Designer 
compete? The catch with startups is that 
these companies work strictly over the 
internet, with the design based entirely 
on photos, measurements and guidance 
provided by the consumer online. This 
leaves a lot of room for error and a feeling 
of an impersonal touch. Be sure that this 
is where you maximize on and ensure 

your client feels that you completely 
understand their vision and show this 
through your work.

TECHNOLOGY
Interior Design does Digital…finally! 

It’s the new age of Virtual Reality (VR) 
and Augmented Reality (AR). Be sure to 
hop on this train and offer your client the 
opportunity to see their spaces through 
your (virtual) eyes. 3D Design software 
is also allowing the time it would take 
to design an average space to speed up 
by almost half the usual rate, allowing 
you to fit more work on your plate, or 
if you have an few designers under your 
wing, to share the workload more evenly 
by having a single person allocated to a 
project as opposed to a team of designers.

EDUCATE YOUR CLIENT
Clients often never really understand 

the process of design. This leads to 
back and forth head-butting and 
misunderstandings. Eliminate this by 
constantly keeping consumers in the 
loop of how the design process works 
through posts on social media pages or 
even your website. The more they know 
about the nitty-gritty, boring and in-
between bits, the less time you have to 
spend explaining yourself and the more 

time you’ll have to spend on the actual 
design.

CHARGE APPROPRIATELY
You must charge appropriately for your 

creativity. Do not fall for the idea that 
you need to sell your services cheaply 
because you have a false belief that no 
one will pay you what you deserve. Craft 
a signature design service that can’t be 
found anywhere else – and charge for it  - 
within means that is. People will tell you 
anything to get the best deal; and even 
claim they are in the poorhouse when it 
comes down to hiring you. It is imperative 
that you accept the idea that you should 
not be the designer for everyone and 
make it abundantly clear who you work 
with, which also means including your 
starting fee from the get-go. Let the 
consumer figure out for themselves if they 
can afford your services and or if they 
need to go down the budget-decorating 
design or startup route.

As we quickly and swiftly move forward 
into the future, we are reminded of how 
important it is to step up and take control 
of our business when the world changes. 
No matter what these changes are, you 
are in control of your (and your business’) 
destiny and you need to be able to adapt 
when these changes come.

Join us and benefit from our new & improved partnerships!

Should you worry about the future of interior design?...Maybe. 
by Kristen Pretorius (IID Ambassador)

Potchefstroom Academy Student Talk 

www.iidprofessions.org.za
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DESIGNER
PORTRAIT

Introducing Monastery: the 
artisanal jewellery brand 
of rising young designer 

Ashleigh McCulloch

A   fter studying jewellery and fashion 
in Florence, rising young 
artisan Ashleigh McCulloch 

has launched her own designer brand 
of jewellery that not only straddles the 
continental divide between Italy and her 
home and country South Africa, but also 
toggles between art and accessory. Her 
hand-crafted pieces are sold in upscale 
galleries and artisanal stores anywhere 
from Florence to Fresnaye - and online - 
and she herself divides her time between 
Cape Town, Johannesburg and Italy.

McCulloch’s choice to keep one foot on 
the ground in the city of Michaelangelo’s 
David, is tied to the thriving artisanal 
jewellery culture that exists there and the 
ease with which this context enables her to 
meet the technical and aesthetic demands 
of producing her sculptural pieces. Her 
distinctive jewellery is wrought in a 
signature language that defies commercial 
trends and the commonplace. One of the 
reasons she became a metalsmith in the 
first place is that she could never find the 
kind of jewellery she wanted to wear, so 
she resorted to making it herself. 

“Jewellery is my channel of expression,” 
she explains, “and because I have often 
struggled to find pieces that I liked, I 
decided to make my own.”

The twenty-seven-year-old McCulloch 
has called her brand Monastery, which 
is a fitting umbrella name for her various 
collections of pieces that pay homage to 
ancient spirituality – they are monastic 
in this sense only. Other concerns in her 
work include nature and its influence 
on the metalsmithing process; and the 
centuries-old esoteric and philosophical 
tradition of hermeticism. 

Ashleigh McCulloch

Monastery pieces “are intended to 
be mythic, raw heirlooms crafted with 
slow, meticulous care,” the designer says. 
This is indeed evident in the raw power 
of her pieces, which, while they exude 
contemporary appeal, seem to carry the 
weight and wisdom of antiquity.

McCulloch smiths in silver, gold and 
bronze and occasionally incorporates found 
objects and beadwork. She often upcycles 
precious metals by reworking found pieces. 

She crafts an assortment of neckpieces, 
necklaces, pendants, earrings, bracelets 
and rings that are all thematically linked, 
profoundly expressing an almost meditative 
contemplation of the ages. Her work has 
the characteristic appearance of seeming 
intentionally unfinished, and reflecting a 
pure or raw state.

“When I make jewellery, I let the 
materials behave as they are and as they 
choose to. I am not interested in making 

controlled objects but just intervening 
enough to guide the flow of molten silver in 
a general direction,” she states.

The result is a body of potent and beautiful 
statement pieces that will defy time and 
trend to remain infinitely wearable.

Monastery is available online via  
www. monasteryjewellery.com and is 
stocked at Bjork Gallery in Florence, Italy 
and Haas in Cape Town, South Africa, 
among others.
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PRODUCT
DESIGN

Elevation by Terry Crews

Inspiration often drives a particular 
person to bring out their unique talents 
to the world, encouraging creativity 

into the highest level of success. Terry 
Crews, a ubiquitous force in American 
culture, embraces this perspective in 
his mission as an artist. Continually 
exploring creative boundaries led Crews 
into developing his debut collection for 
Bernhardt Design 2017. The modern-day 
Renaissance man has once again proved 
his design talent with Elevation.

Elevation is a system of tables and 
benches that can be grouped in large 
public spaces or used as individual 
products in any setting. Jerry Helling, 
President of Bernhardt Design states, 
“The beauty of Terry’s collection is that 
it works well together as a body of work, 
but the individual elements integrate 
wonderfully with so many other types 
of furniture and settings. He created a 
group of product that touches all market 
segments from corporate, to public space 

and retail, as well as hospitality and 
residential.”

The breadth of work spans over 30 
pieces incorporating an artful blend 
of wood, metal, and upholstery. Crews 
spent an extensive amount of time 
ensuring the collection achieved an 
appropriate balance and composition 
as a whole, while individually offering a 
sculptural appeal with geometric shapes 
and subtly curved silhouettes. “When 
I started sketching, I was inspired by 

the concept of layering and overlapping 
vertical and horizontal planes.

From a distance or aerial perspective, 
Elevation embodies a modern metropolis 
showing the highs and lows of buildings 
in a cityscape.”  says Crews. The benches 
give prominence to aluminium legs in 
bronze or matte black finish with two 
individualising options – a blade-like fin 
leg, and an asymmetrical T-leg. Available 
in two and three seat versions, the bench 
cushions are accented with quilted stitch 
detailing. Four ottomans ranging in size 

from 18” to 36” also feature a quilted 
upholstery pattern. When grouping 
benches, two distinct tables are used 
to create a layered effect: a connecting 
table with fin legs and a corner table with 
T-legs.

The collection also features a wide 
range of tables using the fin leg vocabulary 
that speaks a design language composed 
of simple vertical and horizontal planes, 
maintaining a streamlined look with 
modern lines. Top options include round 
or square shapes, ranging from 42” to 
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60” in diameter, and are available in oak, 
walnut, laminate, and Corian®.

To balance the linear design, Elevation 
also includes a series of round and 
square drum tables in various sizes. 
Available in walnut or oak, the tables 
can accommodate contrasting tops in 
laminate or Corian®. Supporting the 

technology requirements of today’s public 
spaces, three different charging solutions 
are integrated into the drums. The first is 
battery powered wireless charging ports, 
the second is wireless charging with outlet 
plugs, and the final option is a standard 
powered grommet.

B E R N H A R D T  D E S I G N 
Bernhardt Design was founded in 1980 

by the 129-year-old Bernhardt Furniture 
Company and continues to be a leader 
and innovator in furniture design and 
production. During the past 15 years, 
President Jerry Helling has assembled 
an extraordinary creative team that has 
positioned Bernhardt Design as one of the 
leading international design companies 
with a roster of talent that includes:
• Ross Lovegrove (London), Arik Levy 

(Paris), Jaime Hayon (Barcelona), Yves 
Béhar (San Francisco),

• Patrick Jouin (Paris), Fabien 
Baron (New York), Monica Förster 
(Stockholm), CuldeSac (Valencia),

• Suzanne Trocmé (London), Noé 
Duchaufour-Lawrance (Paris), Jeffrey 
Bernett (New York), 

• Charles Pollock (New York), Claudia 
and Harry Washington (San Salvador), 
Anabela Chan (London), 

• Océane Delain (Paris), Joe Gebbia (San 
Francisco), Tift Merritt (Raleigh), and 
Terry Crews (Los Angeles).

Setting a precedent for leadership 
within the corporate community, 
Bernhardt Design founded and annually 
sponsors an interdisciplinary course with 
the world-renowned Art Center College of 
Design in Pasadena, challenging students 
to create world-class designs for mass 
production. The company also sponsors 
the ICFF Studio, a scholarship program 
that provides emerging design talent 
exposure to manufacturers, retailers and 
media from around the world.

American Design Honors, an annual 
award to recognize the most noteworthy 
American designers, was established by 
Bernhardt Design in 2010. Internationally, 
Bernhardt Design supports young 
designers through their sponsorship 
of The Carrot Concept, a cooperative 
conceived to advance the design 
profession in El Salvador, and America 
Made Me, a programme to promote new 
brands and young American design talent 
abroad.

As a founding member of Be Original, 
Bernhardt Design is committed to the 
importance of preserving original design 
through education and informational 
programming.

www.bernhardtdesign.com

PRODUCT
DESIGN

Pull up  
a chair
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Think about it: at home we often sit 
for hours on end; in the TV room, 
the lounge, the study, the breakfast 

nook. When we socialise, we gather 
around a dinner table, in a pub, club or 
restaurant, on the patio. When we visit the 
doctor, the dentist, the hairdresser, more 
often than not, we have to wait patiently 
for our turn in a waiting area...sitting. 
Moreover, in this digitised and online age, 
more and more people spend hours on 
end sitting in front of their PCs or laptops, 
working.

Available in all shapes and sizes, 
colours and fabrics, we can choose from 
an amazing selection of chairs to liven up 
our homes, patios and offices.  We have a 
chair for each and every need ...armchairs, 
easy chairs, dining chairs, wing chairs, 
director’s chairs, egg chairs, tulip chairs, 
rocking chairs, slipper chairs, fighting 
chairs...you name it, you’re likely to find it.

And interestingly, while many chairs 
have deep, historic roots, they’ve managed 
to withstand the test of time, thanks to a 
modern twist. For example, the sleek, 
modern version of Philippe Starck’s Louis 
Ghost stackable plastic chair mimics the 
statelier pieces of the neoclassic Louis 
XVI period.(1) 

Likewise, modern-day designers 
have come up with all sorts of popular 
variations of the heritage Club chair (with 
its low back and heavy sides that serve as 
armrests) which derived  its name from 
the popular gentlemen’s clubs of London 
in the 1850s .(1)

Trends
In terms of colour, fabric, texture or 

trends, there are no hard and fast rules 
when choosing a chair, reckons Garth 
Dockray, founder of Mueble Pty Ltd. “It 
really comes down to you and what you 
want from your living space. A single 
piece of furniture can accentuate and 
completely change the aesthetics of any 
room or space.” 

He does point out, however, that 
when it comes to colour and texture, the 
current fashion scene paves the way for 
furniture design. “So, this year prepare 

for soft pastels, vibrant bold zesty lemon 
yellows, velvet blues, burnt oranges and 
variety of greens. Sunny colours have 
brought a revival to modern classic chairs, 
armchairs and sofas to ensure this year’s 
décor journey won’t be a boring one!” 

Enhancing posture
That said, the importance of choosing a 

chair that will enhance good posture and 
therefore also good health — whether it is 
used in the home, but in particular at the 
office and at workstations — should never 
be underestimated, he adds.

PULL UP  
A CHAIR

 Spoilt for choice...
but choose wisely

by Wilma de Bruin

Did you know that an 
average person sits 

approximately 12 hours a 
day? This is according to 

a number of authoritative 
international studies. 

The Ergomedic managerial office chair from Cecil Nurse is a stylish yet functional addition to any 
office space – creating the perfect blend between ergonomic comfort and designer style.
www.cecilnurse.co.za                0861 OFFICE (633423)

South Africa’s premier luxury and contract furniture supplier.

CAPE TOWN SHOWROOM 
Sir Lowry Road, Woodstock, Cape Town, 8001 |  021 461 9078 87 

JOHANNESBURG SHOWROOM 
14A Kramer Road, Kramerville, 2090 | 011 262 0202 

WWW.COREFURNITURE.CO.ZA

©JONATHANADLER

core

A proud member of the Core Holdings Group. An ISO 9001 compliant and BEE Level 2 company.

REDEFINING GLAMOUR
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PULL UP  
A CHAIR

“In fact, in modern work environments, 
ergonomic seating is no longer a luxury 
– it’s a necessity. The way you sit at your 
desk affects your health.  By employing the 
science of fitting workspace conditions to 
the capabilities of workers, ergonomic 
chairs are able to make a dramatic 
difference in employee productivity as 
well as to their overall wellness in the 
workplace,” says Cecil Nurse national 
marketing manager, Sabrina O’Hagan.

According to her, professional and 
private areas are increasingly merging.  
“You can work flexibly in a smart work 
space or a home office – in fact, this is 
the latest trend. Ergonomic chair designs 
are following suit insofar as chairs are 
becoming more ‘mobile’ and many of the 
latest designs are as flexible as their users, 

uniting aesthetic design, innovation and 
dynamism.”

However, when it comes to ergonomic 
chairs, one size does not fit all, she stresses.  

“Ergonomic chairs should be considered 
to meet an individual’s specification 
and allow a high level of adjustability 
to help support the task at hand.  This 
often includes an intelligent mechanism 
designed to encourage more movement 
during your working day, fully adjustable 
arms, seat height adjustment, weight 
balance and adjustable lumbar support. 

“Some ergonomic chairs automatically 
adjust using your weight, which means 
you can move from posture to posture 
and still be fully supported.  When set up 
correctly, this means that these chairs can  
in fact help you to adopt and maintain a 
better working posture, protect you from 
painful posture-related lumbar issues 
associated with unsuitable seating and 
be more productive throughout your 
working day,” O’Hagan explains.

Backrest, lumbar support
Kneeling chairs for work stations 

are becoming increasingly popular, 
precisely because of their lumbar support. 
According to a 2008 study in Studies in 

“As part of Woodbender’s pursuit to deliver 
excellence and innovation in each of their 
products, they are proud to present their 
latest offering, the Kariba. The Kariba is an 
amalgamation of two styles, staying true to the 
trend forecast while incorporating a distinctly 
Southern African aesthetic; crafted with the 
ongoing minimalism movement in mind. “
T: 021 854 6034
W: www.woodbender.co.za 

Health Technology and Informatics, 
ergonomic kneeling chairs set at 20 
degrees (or more) inclination can 
maintain standing lumbar curvature —a 
person’s posture — to a greater extent 
than sitting on a standard computer chair 
where there is more lumbar compression.

It may not be everybody’s cup of tea, 
but sitting in a recliner, for example, is 
good for your back as long as the chair 
provides lumbar support, elevates your 
feet above your heart level and fits your 
body properly. Moreover, by evenly 
distributing your weight across the 
chair, the use of zero gravity in recliner 
chairs can have significant benefits for 
your health: from enhancing your blood 
circulation and improving your lung 
function to reducing ulcers and the 

swelling of your legs, health experts will 
tell you. 

Irrespective of the type of chair you 
choose, the backrest and ergonomic 
angles are vital to ensure it supports 
your spine properly, Johannesburg 
chiropractor Dr Travis Mitchell 
confirms.

“People are not designed to sit, so 
when you have to, or want to sit, you’ve 
got to make sure that you select the 
right chair with the right ergonomic 
angles and backrest that will enhance 
good posture, thus allowing the spine to 
do its best job,” he stresses.

“The ability to find and maintain 
good posture is not just sitting up 
straight; it takes the pressure off the 
spine so you don’t have compression. 
Therefore, a good chair with good 
support (for example, a flat, hard chair 
with a cushion) helps a person to lift out 
of the spine, so to speak. Conversely, 
any chair that’s very soft and saggy 

means that there will be compression in 
the spine. 

He explains further: “If you’re standing, 
you have 100% of your body weight going 
through your spine. When you’re sitting, 
because you’re losing your leg’s capability, 
you now have 140% of your body weight 
going through your spine. If you’re sitting 
in a bad posture, this exponentially 
increases, so the longer you sit, the more 
the compression in the spine increases. 
This may lead to disc, joint or nerve 
injuries, muscle spasms or contraction.”

The moral of the story?  While we 
may easily fall in love with a chair purely 
because of its funky appearance, its 
vibrant colour or eye-catching design to 
beautify our space, we also need to bear 
in mind the importance of its health-
enhancing features. 

Reference:
(1) 22 Popular Types of Chairs To Make Your Home 
Stylish. Available at https://www.homedit.com/
types-of-chairs/

Fabric: Linton Tweed Blue Moss TM13506
Furniture: Dawid Krynauw Ontwerp
www.themillfabrics.co.za
+27 11 704 1577

Meet the Trail…  Featuring a perfect blend of 
modern design, style and old school charm, a 
bold occasional chair to accentuate settings.    
www.mueble.co.za
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PULL UP  
A CHAIR

St Leger & Viney is delighted to 
announce the launch of an exclusive 
international range to complement 

Buena Vista, the latest in-house range 
of fabrics for curtaining. All fabrics are 
available at our showrooms nationwide. 

Élitis continues its creative 
exploration, distilling the 
essence of its sources of 
inspiration throughout 

its collections. 

Élitis Fabrics

Invitation - Right
Plain and semi-plain weaves are woven in 
sophistication.

Farniente - Left
Outdoor fabric escapes from the seaside 
to curl up inside. In a vintage spirit, 
geometric patterns make friends with 
a new plain flaunting a hand-crafted, 
linen look. A resolutely technical fibre 
with impressive performances, yet very 
natural. 4 designs with coordinated hues 
in 4 wefts of contrasting colours. 

dwLearning environments designed 
to inspire. Cila Go proposes 
new aesthetic possibilities for 

the Learning Sector while providing 
all the functionality necessary for this 
specific context — mobility for group 
collaboration, quiet space for independent 
work, accessories for technology enabled 
learning for the ever-expanding notion of 
the classroom.

Cila Go offers expanded possibilities 
for seating and includes a stool, a chair 
and an armchair designed for learning 
and training contexts and contract uses.

The Cila Go base with a seat pad 
serves as a stool with castors. Compact 
yet supremely functional, it offers 
storage options for books, briefcases 
or backpacks, tablets, computers, and 
supplies. The multi-base base extends 
seating configurations from modular 
work environment to the responsive 
classroom.

The combination of Cila Go base 
with Cila chair shells, with or without 
armrests, becomes a flexible workstation 

designed specifically for the Learning 
Sector. Wheels on the base create ease in 
forming flexible seating configurations 
in classrooms—from bigger group 
arrangements in rows or circles, small 
group pod learning, or individual space. 
A desktop with swing arm accommodates 
laptops, tablets, books, or notebooks; 
sized 50x33,5 cm, it is available in black 
or white.

www.phdesigns.co.za

CILA GO
Design by Lievore 

Altherr, 2018

Photography by Marco Covi

Photography by Marco CoviPhotography by Marco Covi

The latest international collection available 
exclusively at St Leger & Viney. 

Hôtel particulier - Right
Generous density and a lavish pile height 
create the beauty of this velvet. Matte or 
corduroy, they are exceptionally soft and 
are an invitation to enjoy voluptuousness 
in muted tones. 

www.stleger.co.za 

dw
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The Kitchen 
of Today

PULL UP  
A CHAIR

Cocoon chair is a rocking lounge 
chair inspired by a silkworm’s 
cocoon. The elements of line and 

frame have been used for bio-mimicry 

of the cocoon building technique. The 
woven line presents the texture of a 
cocoon and the rocking motion is an 
experience of the floating nature of a 

cocoon. The outcome expresses the sense 
of comfort and relaxation.

Continuous lines are randomly looped 
around a frame structure to create a 
woven form that serves as a lounge 
chair. The result goes through a long 
development process and understanding 
of the relationship between frame and 
lines, material, shape incorporate with 
human body, motion, and comfort. A 
minimal structure was considered based 
on the weightless feeling of a cocoon. 

The early research was focused on 
cocoon building technique. After 
that different mock-ups were built to 
explore how to control line formation 
in a minimal structure. After which the 
development studied how line forms 
incorporate with a human body. The 
leather string was chosen because of 
its strength, flexibility and it is closer to 
human body temperature for maximum 
comfort. 

Cocoon chair
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Designer Alfredo Häberli’s Future 
Kitchen, recently shown at 
LivingKitchen 2019, shocked 

and surprised visitors. Devoid of a single 
recognisable kitchen feature or appliance, 
it was an exercise in augmented reality and 
focused heavily on resource conservation. 
In it, an oven descends on demand from 
the ceiling, a transparent, horizontal 
fridge reduces the time on opening up 
and searching for ingredients. It featured 
a dual function stovetop that looks like a 
tray and can be moved around like one 
too. And Häberli doesn’t deem these 
designs as too futuristic either. 

Kitchens Today
Kitchens have long been called ‘the 

heart of the home’, but that was when 

scenes of the family gathering around 
Mother’s home cooked meal were the 
only reference to what made kitchens 
special. Today’s kitchens could more 
aptly be aligned with the brains of the 
home thanks to smart technology, or even 
the face of the home, since staggeringly 
beautiful open kitchens take aesthetics 
more and more seriously, with spend 
on kitchens in South Africa reportedly 
costing upwards of R1 million.

Where space allows, the all-
encompassing, all-concealing scullery 
does the kitchen’s dirty work, hiding 
fridges, sinks and machines behind walls. 
Today’s kitchen is more likely to feature 
timber floors, a large island, drop in 
ceramic hob and a row of covetable stools 
beneath a few beautiful pendant lights. In 

The Kitchen 
of Today

by Mila Crewe‑Brown

Neolith South Africa I www.neolith.co.za 

Interior and Exterior applications: Countertops, Cladding, Furniture and Flooring. Resistant to stains, chemicals, extreme temperatures. 

Light and 100% natural. Maximum format, many thicknesses, different finishes. More than 20 selections available.

www.neolith.com

2017 20162018

NEOLITH®: DESIGN, DURABILITY, VERSATILITY, SUSTAINABILITY.
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KITCHENS

the rear, a barely there row of cupboards 
with push-to-open controls, under 
counter LED strips and an underslung, or 
integral sink for maximum subtlety.

Not far off from Häberli’s Future 
Kitchen, smart design is taking its place in 
kitchens. The subtlest gesture of the hand 
can make unsightly extractor fans emerge 
from counter tops or lights switch on. 
There are fridges that will scan grocery 
receipts and alert you when the contents 
of the fridge need replenishing; ovens that 
are controlled remotely, and also alerts 
sent to your phone to let you know you 
didn’t switch your oven off. 

But for the most part it’s kitchen 
aesthetics rather than tech that matters 
more to consumers, with cabinetry, 

countertops, fittings and finishes 
becoming an increasingly diverse market. 

Worktops
Marble is still and will always be an 

evergreen favourite, loved for its classic 
aesthetic and characteristic veins, but 
granite and quartz have become popular 
natural options for their durability and 
cost effectiveness. Engineered stone, 
however, rates higher for its hardiness. In 
the case of engineered quartz, more than 
90% quartz is combined with polymers 
to make it non-pourous and thus scratch, 
stain and crack resistant. 

On a similar note, sintered stone 
products use natural materials which are 
ground down to a powder and subjected 

to extreme heat and pressure to form 
a new bonded stone without the use of 
polymer and resin. For most countertop 
materials, thinner profiles and waterfall 
countertops, where the counter runs 
vertically down to the floor, are the 
preferred styles.

Next level science has given birth 
to the inclusion of nanotechnology in 
countertop materials. That’s right, kitchen 
surfaces that thermally self-heal scratches 
and magically erase fingerprints are all 
part of the current gamut of options.

Cabinetry
One of the biggest departures in 

cabinetry has been the absence of upper 
cabinets in modern kitchens. By forgoing 
cupboards beyond countertop height, 
kitchens are more open and spacious 
than ever before, allowing for aesthetic 
details like fully tiled walls and shallow 
display shelves. Another trend reveals that 

pull out drawers are a more space savvy 
alternative to lower cupboards, where the 
hard to reach crevices of the latter make 
for awkward pursuits. 

When it comes to style it’s really down 
to the individual, with sleek painted 

and sprayed cupboards the new norm. 
Classic Shaker style cupboards still have 
their place though and are loved for their 
everlasting simplicity, but often benefit 
from a coat of dark paint these days for 
dramatic effect.
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Johannesburg’s largest Italian 
luxury furniture importers, 
Casarredo, have joined forces 
with Valcucine to offer the 
ultimate in kitchen design 
turnkey solutions.

The Valcucine showroom is a 
welcome addition within the 
Casarredo headquarters that 

celebrates Italian kitchen designs which 
are timeless and impervious to trends, 
and which transform cooking into an 
extraordinary experience.

Valcucine has been standing out in the 
kitchen sector for over thirty-five-years, 
focusing on wellbeing, innovation and 
timeless kitchens, that are made to last.

Each collection is designed with people 
in mind to create products that contribute 
to the wellness and needs of the user. The 
company has earned a reputation for its 

dedication to improving the ergonomics 
and the use of space.

This has led to the Logica System, 
which was created in the 90s. The 
innovative and ergonomic system 
features an equipped back section, jumbo 
drawers and wall units with lift-up doors 
that makes it easier to work in the kitchen 
because everything is within reach of 
where the end user is busy prepping.

Collections
Artematica has been designed down to 

the last detail to make movements more 
fluid and more assured by the use of soft 
closure doors, highest safety standards 
and rounded corners and edges. 
Artematica uses refined glass available 
in various colours, wood that conveys 
strong tactile sensations, lacquered 
surfaces and metal laminates.

Just like old desks Genius Loci conceals 
a secret, intimate, space in a drawer that 
goes beyond the  functional. Genius Loci 
is the heart of customisation and available 
in various finishes.  It offers a timeless 
aesthetic and hand-crafted workmanship 
that reflects the taste of those  who 
purchase it. The result is sophisticated 
and refined.

Riciclantica stands for “lightness and 
resilience”: the lightest door in the world 
fits into an aluminium structure that is 
water, steam and heat resistant. 

This makes it possible to plan kitchen 
layouts with wall-hung units, allowing 
for the utmost freedom of arrangement 
and movement. Due to the remarkable 
reduction of materials used, combined 
with the eco-tech finishes, this kitchen  is 
sustainable yet innovative.

Casarredo joins forces with Valcucine 

Artematica, Distressed Brass

Genius Loci, Ocean Glass

Genius Loci, Ocean Glass

Riciclantica, Structured Aluminium

KITCHENS
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Genius Loci drawers
All the beauty and prestige of ancient 

crafts are preserved and enhanced in the 
customised embellishments of the Genius 
Loci drawers. Genius Loci (from Latin 
Spirit of Place), is a wall or island kitchen 
inspired by the ‘secretaire’ or ‘traditional 
writing desk’. Just like old desks, Genius 
Loci conceals a secret, intimate, space in 
a drawer that goes beyond the functional. 
The result is sophisticated and refined.

Drawer Interiors
The drawer has always been of central 

importance in cooking, especially for 
those who love cooking and like to 
have various organized and dedicated 
spaces for utensils. The different internal 
arrangements of the new Valcucine 
drawers allow users to have everything 
easily at hand. Our drawer interiors can 
be organised in different ways by simply 
changing the position of the modular 
walnut inserts, while the gliding motion 
of our drawers is ensured by innovative 
mechanisms that are built to last.

Vitrum Arte
Skilful hand work is one of the 

main features that makes our products 
unique. Valcucine salvage the authentic 
and priceless tradition of manual skills 
and craftmanship and reinterpret the 
essence of ‘Made in Italy’ in a modern 
way. Exclusive projects perfectly poised 
between art and design come to life. This 
is precisely why our kitchens are unique.

Special Features
V-Motion - the kitchen comes to life

For an even more extraordinary daily 
experience, our smart and patented 
V-Motion system now offers a new 
innovative feature. The kitchen comes to 
life thanks to the simple gesture of a hand 
that opens the door, turns the tap around 
and the lights of the back panel on, 
creating ever-changing scenarios: ranging 
from the splendours of nature expressed 
through red-fire, yellow-earth, green-
water and blue-air hues, various degrees 
of white light that can change from warm 
to cold, right down to the circadian 
cycle that automatically recreates the 
changes that naturally occur in sunlight 
throughout the day.

Aerius wall unit – as light as air
By a mere touch of the hand, the door 

opens upwards, like a wing in flight, and 
remains in place. On the inside, a single 
side panel leaves more space for storage 
as well as offering visual harmony. The 
opening and closing principle use the 
force of gravity by means of a balancing 
structure. This makes the unit remarkably 
hard-wearing and durable because it has 

no hinges, pistons or other elements that 
may wear out.

New Logica System – the back panel with 
magical doors

Almost by magic, a light touch of the 
hand automatically and noiselessly opens 
the whole door thanks to a brilliant 
mechanism based on the force of gravity. 
More silent than a floating feather: the 
upper lift-up doors and the lower sliding 
doors open and shut gently to reveal 
all the accessories of the back panel, a 
patented element that can be equipped to 
meet the user’s requirements and can even 
house a cooker hood. The space and the 
various lighting colour options from the 
light panel  allow for a feeling of order and 
cleanliness of the carcass.

Our two flagship showrooms in South 
Africa are located in Johannesburg and 
Cape Town.

Valcucine South Africa mirrors 
the values and qualities of its Italian 
parent company and offers world-class 
innovative and outstanding kitchen 
designs with sustainability and well-being 
at the core.

www.valcucinesa.co.za

KITCHENS

Invitrum: eco-sustainable kitchen design, 
100% glass and aluminium.

Lengthy research into materials and into their 
limits of resistance have allowed Valcucine to 
revolutionise the industry, making the first 
100% recyclable base unit in glass.
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‘Subtle’ is not a descriptor 
usually associated with security 
products. And security barriers 

are not usually ‘must have’ items on the 
shopping list for new kitchen accessories.  
“Knowing this, we introduced designs 
that are both understated and protective, 
providing designers with door and 
window solutions that add value to the 
scheme rather than detract from it,” says 
Kevin Bonner, Trellidor RSA Sales and 
Marketing Manager. 

The first of these is Trellidor Clear 
Guard, a stainless steel mesh screen 
within an aluminium frame. The units 
are custom-made to fit the opening and 
can be engineered in any configuration 
including sliding, sash, bi-fold, casement, 
awning, French doors and windows, 
hinged doors and fixed panels.

Colour trends
The Trellidor Clear Guard frames can 

be powder coated in a wide range of 
colours so that they can blend in with 
window and door frame colours.

“White is still the most popular choice, 
but we’re seeing a strong shift towards 
charcoal and black. Bronze and brown 
are preferred for game lodges and country 

hotels as they fit into the safari ‘bush’ 
theme that attracts visitors, especially 
those from other countries.”  

Health hazards
Hospitality establishments have 

another compelling reason for installing 
Trellidor Clear Guard in their kitchens 
and public areas.  The mesh screen blocks 
out flies, mosquitoes, birds and other 
health hazards.

“Homes built in areas where these pests 
occur also benefit from the screen’s ability 
to prevent anything from insects to snakes 
and monkeys from getting inside,” says 
Bonner.

Fitted to kitchen windows and doors, 
the screens are totally unobtrusive, see-
through and provide a high level of 
protection against intruders.

Pretty strong louvres
Trellidor Security Shutter is, at first 

glance, just another louvre shutter similar 
to any of the many versions on the 
market. They’re an attractive companion 
to doors and windows, replacing curtains 
and blinds in one sleek product.  They 
can be used as room dividers, patio doors 
and privacy screens and are especially 
attractive in kitchens of any style.

Trellidor, however, has taken louvre 
screens to another level by adding internal 
strengthening features and fitting units 

with a patented Trellidor locking system. 
Locked shutters provide security even 
when the louvres are tilted open for fresh 
air and light.

Corrosion resistance
The Trellidor powder coating system 

for both these products includes a pre-
treatment process that enhances UV and 
corrosion resistance. The powder coating 
is ideal for coastal and inland conditions 
because it increases the lifespan of the 
barrier by retaining its quality finish.

www.trellidor.co.za

Trellidor security 
subtle for stylish 

kitchens

Trellidor Clear Guard sliding units in charcoal

Trellidor Clear Guard is ideal for bush lodges

Trellidor Security Shutter bi-fold doors

dw A sinuous and winning thought 
draws Kook, the Rastelli 
kitchen signed by the inspired 

Karim Rashid. With only one soft and 
uninterrupted line, the designer has in 
fact created an incredibly ergonomic and 
functional space, with a strong visual 
effect.

Thanks to Kook, made of Solid Surface, 
cooking becomes a pure aestethic 
pleasure. The one-block wall system 
recalls the shape of a piano’s profile, but 
instead of having 88 keys, a world of 
details and technologic solutions opens 
in front of you, turning the kitchen into a 
cooking stage.

The worktop, deeper than 90 cm, allows 
a better organisation of the elements, such 
as hob and built in sink, which, with a 
foldaway tap, can be easily hidden under 
a cutting board - in Solid Surface as well – 
creating continuity.

Kook To Cook
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If order and cleaning are basic rules 
in the kitchen, in Kook’s design Rashid 
managed to put them together with 
consistency: all wall cabinets above the 
work top are provided with a motorized 
rolling shutter, which, once opened, 
reveals a built in hood and a series of 
crystal wall shelves, highlighted by led 
lights; the wall unit leaned allows storage 
of all less used utensils and objects on 
the top, and storage of daily stuff on the 
lower shelves. Roll down the shutter and 
everything comes back into order.

The bases with c-channel provided with 
Servo Drive open with a simple touch, 

the led lights on the c-channel give an 
unexpected and lively touch of colour, 
while the sloping bases allow for better leg  
movement.

To complete the kitchen there are tall 
units with built in appliances and wine 
racks, or simply more compartments.

Kook is, as are many of Rashid’s projects 
the expression of a colourful, original, 
ergonomic and functional design. A 
kitchen that puts people and their needs 
at the centre of beauty.

www.rastellicucine.it

dw
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ON THE 
TERRACE

It does not matter how you interpret 
the proverb in Robert Frost’s poem 
“Mending Wall”. Fact is, everyone 

wants a bit of privacy from time to time in 
this over exposed life of selfies and twitter 
and facebook and who had what for lunch 
where.. and that’s where the “fences” come 
in. In this case – screens.

The purpose of a screen could actually 
be anything that breaks the direct visual 
view and or filters noise to create a 
separate, more private section of a home 
or garden.

No entirely sure if a screen does it 
literally or figuratively, or both, but it does 
give us that impression of an extra line of 
security that makes us feel less vulnerable 
than usual. Whether you are dressing up 
behind a decorative folding screen while 
holding a conversation with someone in 
the same room or lazing away behind 
a simple arrangement of potted shrubs 
next to your pool to avoid the unwanted 
attention from next door – it’s a screen 
that does the job.

Do good fences make good neighbours?

Screens have been around for many 
many moons, and serving not only as 
something practical but should also be 
pleasing to the eye. The first interior 
decorating screens originated from the 
East, picturing classic stories of legends 
in battle or sacred garden scenes. 
Modern day décor dishes up an array of 
screening options – too many to mention 
as we manufacture and decorate them to 
suit our every whim and taste. 

Apart from trees or shrubs being one 
of the most obvious forms of a screen in 
the garden, it could really be anything 

that serves the purpose and literally 
is limited only by our imagination 
or budget. Depending on how much 
privacy you desire, you could erect a 
boundary with wooden trellises, a row 
of pots with fast-growing evergreen 
plants or even making an objects-
curtain which hangs from above. Strings 
of pebbles, drift wood, beached objects 
or shells could be used to create this 
garden curtain effect. There is also a 
d.i.y. trend of “up-cycling” used objects - 
the choice is yours and depends on how 
imaginative you feel.
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Screens are also used to cover 
something which you prefer not to see. If 
your outdoor entertainment area faces an 
unsightly wall that seems difficult to hide 
or cover, you could consider a vertical 
garden system which could change it into 

a sea of lush tones of green plants and 
herbs and flowers that you could now 
cherish and even harvest.

If gardening or maintenance is not your 
forte, artificial turf and creepers could be 
a no maintenance and fashionable option to consider as it requires next to no 

attention after installation, NO WATER 
and is always green. 

Living in a spot where noise is a concern, 
water could be your knight on the white 
horse. The sound of water splashing, or 
falling from a reasonable height, drowns 
out most forms of disturbing noise and 
replaces it with an ambience that may take 
a day to get used to, but has a very strong 
calming effect on the human spirit. The 
positive health benefits of burble can not 
be expressed enough.

Adri Neuper from In Eeden Design 
Concepts has been finding solutions for 
many individual screening challenges 
making them not only effective but 
aesthetically complementary.

Thinking about it, humans need their 
privacy as much as they need company 
in order to remain human. Mr Frost’s 
fences may not necessarily be maintained 
to keep things apart, but it is more about 
balance, respect and understanding that 
borders are there for a reason.

www.ineeden.co.za

South Africa’s premier luxury and contract furniture supplier.

CAPE TOWN SHOWROOM 
Sir Lowry Road, Woodstock, Cape Town, 8001 |  021 461 9078 87 

JOHANNESBURG SHOWROOM 
14A Kramer Road, Kramerville, 2090 | 011 262 0202 

WWW.COREFURNITURE.CO.ZA

©TALENTI

core

A proud member of the Core Holdings Group. An ISO 9001 compliant and BEE Level 2 company.

LIVE YOUR DREAM



60    April 2019 • dw   61        dw • April 2019 

Events

1 – 2 May 2019

Retail Design Expo

Olympia London

www.retaildesignexpo.com

1 – 5 May 2019

Decorex Cape Town

CTICC

Africa’s Premier Décor, Design & Lifestyle

Exhibition

www.decorex.co.za

24 – 26 May 2019

Design Joburg/Rooms On View

Sandton Convention Centre, Johannesburg

Gauteng’s premier contemporary and

decorative design show

www.designjoburg.com

5 – 6 June 2019

Madex

Sandton Convention Centre

www.madex.co.za

23 – 25 June 2019

The Hotel Show Africa

Gallagher Convention Centre

www.thehotelshowafrica.com

3 – 6 July 2019

ARCHIDEX

Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

www.archidex.com.my

7 – 11 August 2019

Decorex Joburg

Gallagher Convention Centre

Africa’s Premier Décor, Design & Lifestyle

Exhibition

www.reedexpoafrica.co.za/decorex/

13– 15 September 2019

FNB Joburg Art Fair

Sandton Convention Centre

www.fnbjoburgartfair.co.za

Information correct at time of going to press.

EVENTS

Leading South African designers 
were honoured on the weekend of 
Saturday, 9th March 2019, at the 

sixth annual Design Foundation Awards, 
in a moving ceremony held in Cape Town. 
The awards recognised the industry’s 
top achievers in design, manufacture, 
commercial success and innovation, each 
category sponsored by a supporter of local 
talent. The seven winners all took home a 
limited-edition bronze trophy depicting a 
seated gorilla, made by sculptor Otto du 
Plessis.

“Recognising achievers in this industry 
not only places a spotlight on what design 
businesses are capable of, but allows those 
outside the industry to start placing more 
value on the commercial viability, social 
impact and strategic importance that 
design can have on economic success and 
global identity,” said Trevyn McGowan, 
co-founder of the Design Foundation and 
CEO of The Guild Group.

Tim Abbott, BMW’s CEO South Africa 
and Sub-Sahara Africa, praised the 
constructive role that the design industry 
plays. “We aim to proactively contribute 
to the empowerment of South Africa’s 
working designers as they break new 
ground, take their products to market 
and grow their businesses into thriving 
commercial endeavours that create jobs 
and upskill other creatives,” he said, 
referring to BMW’s sponsorship of the 
event and its most prestigious accolade, 
the Icon Award.

A new development this year was the 
opening up of award submissions directly 
to the design industry and public. The 
open call resulted in a large number of 

submissions and broadened the reach 
of these annual accolades in the local 
design industry. Public nominations were 
pooled with those from past winners 
and an external jury of industry insiders 
that included Tracy Lynch (curator and 
interior designer), as well as tertiary 
education leaders who recommend their 
leading graduates for the Apprentice 
Award. Judging was done by the 13 
members of the Design Foundation board 
who include professional leaders such 
as Dion Chang, founder of Flux Trends; 
Ashraf Majiet, head of design at M&C 
Saatchi Abel; Amanda Dilima, retail 
manager of the V&A Waterfront; and 
Temi Ofong, chief operating officer at 
Absa Corporate and Investment Banking.

The award ceremony was attended by 
400 top industry insiders, designers, local 
media and VIP guests, with MCC from 
Krone, gin and tonic by Hope on Hopkins 
and Fitch & Leedes, and red wine from 
Spier. 

About the Design Foundation 
The Design Foundation is an impact-

focused, professionally led, independent 
body created to make an immediate 
difference to the South African design 
industry. The foundation is non-profit 
and sponsor-funded, and is led by an 
illustrious think tank board of highly 
respected industry figures enabled to 
award funding, recognise achievements 
and act as a conduit between business and 
design.

www.designfoundation.co.za 

2018 Design Foundation Awards showcase 
Design for Good 

Porky Hefer
Photocredit: Steve Marais

Icon Award
Winner: Porky Hefer
Sponsor: BMW
Awarded in recognition of work 
produced in the last 12 months, 
acknowledging outstanding 
achievement, innovation and career 
advancement. 

Porky Hefer was named this year’s 
Icon – his second time receiving the 
title, which acknowledges outstanding 
achievement by a highly regarded 
designer, based on work produced over 
the past 12 months. His Endangered 
collection of soft sculptural seats was 
exhibited at Design Miami/ Basel last 
June, where it was virtually sold out, 
raising more than $200,000 to benefit the 
Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation’s wildlife 
conservation programmes.
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The Design With Purpose Award was 
won by Our Workshop, an open-access 
workshop set up by designer Heath Nash 
at Guga Sthebe Arts & Culture Centre 
in Langa. A community resource that 
empowers locals with the skills and tools 
to make and repair things, Our Workshop 
encourages a ‘fix it’ culture by finding new 
uses for ‘waste’ products. The award is 
sponsored by the V&A Waterfront, which 
will commission Nash and his team of 
artisans to create a dynamic installation 
for the precinct made from recycled 
materials.

Design With 
Purpose Award 
Winner: Our Workshop
Sponsor: V&A Waterfront
Recognising socially responsible work 
done by a company, within the South 
African landscape, with a focus on design 
aspects, that makes a difference in the 
lives of communities.  

The Imbizo stool by ceramicist Chuma 
Maweni won the Object That Moves 
Award, which celebrates an advanced 
and original product that has enjoyed 
significant commercial success. From his 
studio in Woodstock, Cape Town, Chuma 
has taken his ceramic practice to the next 
level, developing a range of sought-after 
stools, each one with its own precise 
silhouette and unique patterning. A 
master of his craft, his whose work bears 
testimony to the commercial viability of 
handmade design.

Chuma will receive free exhibition space 
at this year’s 100% Design South Africa, 
which sponsored the award

Heath Nash 

Chuma Maweni

Object That 
Moves Award 
Winner: Imbizo stool by Chuma Maweni
Sponsored: 100% Design South Africa
Celebrates the designer of an original 
product that has experienced great 
commercial success – aspirational and 
top-end, yet commercially viable to sell 
in multiples. 
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Durban-based furniture and interior 
design graduate Lwazi Mshibe won the 
Apprentice Award, which places an 
outstanding graduate in a 6- to 12-month 
apprenticeship with one of the top 
design companies in the country. Lwazi 
graduated with a B-Tech in Interior 
Design from Durban University of 
Technology last year. Mr Price Home, 
sponsor of this award, has offered him 
a three-month internship followed by a 
place in MRP Foundation’s nine-month 
Jump Start Retail programme.

Apprentice Award
Winner: Lwazi Mshibe (Durban 
University of Technology)
Sponsor: Mr Price Home
Places an outstanding graduate showing 
maturity, originality and true potential, in 
a 6- to 12-month apprenticeship.

Lwazi Mshibe

1 0 0 %  H O S P I T A L I T Y

#THEHOTELSHOWAFRICA

23 - 25 JUNE 2019
Gallagher Convention Centre 
 Johannesburg, South Africa

Join over 3400+ of your industry peers at 2019 
edition of The Hotel Show Africa. The Hotel Show 
Africa is the hospitality event were you will find the 
best of what the hospitality industry has to offer.

• Meet with over 100+ exhibitors showcasing the 
latest and most innovative products

• Cafe Culture
• Africa Housekeepers League of Champions
• Global Pizza Challenge

Conference Industry experts Sessions

Local and International Exhibitors

Exciting and Live Features on the show floor

Hospitality Leadership Forum

2 day 80+ 18

REGISTER ONLINE NOW  
www.thehotelshowafrica.com

Hospitality Leadership  
Forum Sponsor: 

Africa Housekeepers  
Challenge Sponsor:

Knowledge partners: Strategic partners:

Media partners: Co-located with: Organised by:
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Atang Tshikare

Manufacture Award
Winner: Hot Wired Design
Sponsor: VISI 
Recognising a manufacturer who has gone 
beyond expectation to aid designers in 
realising their products. 

Hot Wired Design was honoured 
with the Manufacture Award for their 
technical proficiency and willingness 
to help many local artists and designers 
give three-dimensional form to their 
imaginative ideas. From their premises 
in Woodstock, they regularly take time 
out from manufacturing props, signage 
and architectural elements to share their 
expertise with artists.  

Bonolo Helen Chepape

Future Found Award
Winner: Lulasclan
Sponsor: Krone 
Celebrating a young designer who has 
already achieved excellence with limited 
resources.

Lulasclan, Bonolo Chepape’s vibrant 
textile design brand, won the Future 
Found award which recognises a young 
designer who has already achieved 
a degree of excellence with limited 
resources. Bonolo left the security of ad 
agency life with only R2500 in her pocket 
to start her own studio and has since 
released her own fabric and wallpaper 
collections and collaborated with SMEG, 
Nando’s and Mr Price Home.  The award 
was sponsored by Krone and carries with 
it tailored support and guidance from the 
Design Foundation board to help Bonolo 
build her brand.
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A s ARCHIDEX (The 20th 
International Architecture, 
Interior Design & Building 

Exhibition) marks its 20th milestone in 
2019. it has firmly established itself as the 
region’s leading annual trade exhibition 
for the architecture, interior design and 
building industries. But what makes it 
such a not-to-be-missed event? 

ARCHIDEX is the point of convergence 
for the architecture, interior design and 
the building fraternities in Malaysia 
and the region. There have been more 
than 33,000 visitors in total, including 
delegates from 61 countries, 54% of 
which were from ASEAN countries. It 
has also earned itself a pivotal position 
as a leading gathering among the region’s 
fraternity of architects, urban planners, 
interior designers, developers, academics, 
students and other industry-related 
professionals.  

This year, an even higher turnout of 
key trade visitors is anticipated with 
the addition of three newly built halls 
at the new wing of the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre.  In total, ARCHIDEX 
occupies ten halls covering 24,000sqm  of 
floor space, with an estimated 600 local 
and international exhibitors taking up 
1,400 exhibition booths in this four-day 
ARCHIDEX.  International pavilions have 
already been taken up by Taiwan, Korea, 
Singapore, Thailand and China, and more 

than 20 countries are participating in the 
exhibition.

Aside from being the region’s leading 
event for keeping up to date with the 
latest products, trends and innovations 
from renowned brands, ARCHIDEX’s 
appeal also lies in its ever-growing 
range of concurrently-run professional 
networking events, conferences, forums, 
workshops and talks. Under the umbrella 
of the Kuala Lumpur Architecture Festival 
(KLAF),  there will be the International 
Architecture & Design Conference 
(DATUM:KL), KL Design Forum 
(KLDF), Green Building Forum (GBF), 
ARCHITalent (Architecture Student 
Design Competition),  architectural tours, 
to name just a few.

ARCHIDEX is also featuring  ECO-B 
(Eco Building & Design Exhibition) with 
new concurrent exhibitions FACIMEX 
(Facilities Management & Cleaning 
Exhibition and ENGINEER (Mechanical, 
Electrical & Civil Engineering Exhibition).

Pre-register to visit ARCHIDEX today. 
Enjoy the promotions by the official 
airline - Malaysia Airlines - when booking 
your flight. For more information and 
updates on the exhibition, log on to  
www.archidex.com.my.

EVENTS

Maker to Market 
Award
Winner: Sealand Gear
Sponsor: M&C Saatchi Abel
Awarding a design company that 
understands the value of marketing, 
consumer interaction, packaging and 
delivery. 

Jasper Eales Mike Schlebach

Sealand Gear won the Maker to Market 
Award, given to a design company 
that understands the value of brand-
building and identity, marketing and 
consumer interaction. Founded by Cape 
Town surfers and ocean warriors Jasper 
Eales and Mike Schlebach, Sealand 
manufactures bags out of old yacht sails, 
billboards and other waste materials. 
Every detail in the business journey of 
this innovative lifestyle brand has been 
considered, from its minimal packaging 
and lifetime product warrantee, to its 
approach to digital storytelling. It is now 
an internationally recognised brand that 
can be found at Selfridges, Mr. Porter and 
Liberty London. dw dw

ARCHIDEX 2019 MALAYSIA
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF BUILDING TOGETHER
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AROUND 
AND ABOUT

The WelPod 
Vancouver, Canada

Vancouver design studio 
reinvents the sauna for 

the modern world

The WelPod is an immersive and 
multi-sensory room designed to 
promote physical and emotional 

well-being. It is a modern reinvention 
of the sauna with many new layers of 
functionality and purpose. Expanding 
beyond the qualities of a typical sauna, 
the WelPod is designed for meditation, 
hot yoga, stretching, deep relaxation, and 
rehabilitation.

The WelPod provides undistracted 
sensory experiences courtesy of 
preprogrammed heat, sound, light, and 
airflow, allowing users to sequence events 
in the room based on a particular mood, 
activity, or desired outcome. A user-

friendly touch switch allows users to 
create on-the-fly adjustments as desired 
as well. 

The driving force behind The WelPod’s 
soothing environment lies in the 
innovative selection and use of natural, 
therapeutic materials in its construction. 
Glowing salt brick walls enclose a clean, 

open space while infusing a plethora 
of therapeutic benefits. In addition to 
storing heat and increasing efficiency, 
unrefined salt cleans the air, relieves skin 
problems, cleanses the respiratory system 
and emits negative ions, which elevates 
mood. A custom-built rail system is used 
to mount the salt bricks without adhesive 

or mortar, allowing for easy maintenance 
and dismantling.

Unlike a typical sauna, the WelPod 
requires no preheating and remains warm 
at all times. This is possible because of 
the efficient building envelope, interior 
salt brick walls that act as a thermal 
mass, and the intelligent control system. 
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About Circle Wellness Studios 
In an age where technology and 

multiple communication platforms 
fragment attention spans, Circle Wellness 
Studios seek to design safe havens from 
outward disconnection, while enticing 
users to reconnect, reset and refocus their 
energy inward.

Circle Wellness specializes in creating 
extraordinary sanctuaries for the modern 
and fast-paced world. 

Their innovative designs combine 
therapeutic concepts, natural materials, 
advanced architectural techniques, 
and emerging technologies. They offer 
a range of products and consultation 
services for architecture and design firms, 
homeowners, and developers.

www.circlewellnessstudios.com

dw

AROUND 
AND ABOUT

The energy-efficient design consumes 
considerably less power than a traditional 
sauna, swimming pool, or hot tub. 
Additionally, the natural radiant heat 
emanating from the salt walls provides 
the most natural path to elevating body 
temperature. In addition to its heating 
benefits, the natural salt composition of 
the walls contributes to easy maintenance 
by neutralizing odours and cleaning the 
air with its antifungal and antibacterial 
qualities. 

The WelPod is available as a stand-
alone structure that can be placed into any 
outdoor setting, or as an interior room 
that can be built into any floor plan. 

Interior WelPod — Located in the open 
air near the centre of a private waterfront 
residence in Tofino BC, this interior 
WelPod is situated in close proximity to 
the master bedroom and the refreshing 
waters of the Pacific Ocean. The WelPod 
is especially enjoyed by clients here for 
morning meditation, hot yoga before and 

after surfing, as well as sauna sessions in 
colder weather.

Exterior WelPod — The stand-alone 
model is prefabricated in Vancouver and 
can be easily placed into any outdoor setting. 
The footprint is roughly 100 sq ft and the 
exterior finish material can be customized 
to complement its surroundings. 

North American market segments for 
The WelPod include single family homes, 
multi-family developments, spas, resorts, 
clinics, retreat centres, and more.

Location: Interior—Tofino BC/Exterior—
Vancouver, BC 
Client: Private
Designers/Project managers/Contractors: 
Circle Wellness Studios 
Photographers: Darcy Turenne, Martin 
Knowles, Paul Hennessey  
Dimensions - 10”x10”
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ALL ABOUT 
ART

Building an art 
collection

by Dr. Fred Scott

Fine lines, colour, structure 
and design render beautiful 
interiors and objects for abodes 

and workplaces alike. The addition of 
high-quality fine artwork elevates the 
experience of perfection. It enhances the 
overall perception of a space, rendering a 
deeper level of spiritual meaning. 

Building a worthwhile art collection is a 
passionate affair. Art collectors or anyone 
who has an interest in art is familiar with 
the feeling of the intense thrill when 
viewing a particular outstanding artwork. 

It is essential to have access to the 
correct resources and tools which will 
enable you to make the most of your 
"collecting experience". If you are 
venturing out on your own, some of the 
following pointers will be useful when you 
embark on building a collection. At the 
onset, one should be armed with valuable 
information such as addresses of good 
galleries and respected fine art auction 
enterprises. At these art institutions, 
collectors can expect to receive expert 
advice about artists and their oeuvres. 

Much pleasure flows from the hunt to 
uncover artworks by visiting artist studios 
in city spaces. One’s appreciation for art is 
also boosted through visiting museums, 
studying artist’s monographs, art 
publications and searching the Internet.

When your aim is to get a high 
return on your investment, a careful 
selection strategy should be followed 
from the onset; being mindful that many 
artworks might not have great long-term 
investment value. Artworks capturing a 
fresh level of innovation render the best 

Dominique Zinkpè, acrylic paint and collage on canvas, 149 x 179 cm, 2008.

Wayne Matthews, ErossawEVEwassorE, charcoal 
and wax based polish,  70 x 26 cm

Eduardo Villa, Untitled, painted steel, 34 x 54 x 26 cm, 2008

chance to gain value over time. The latter 
aspect is also particularly significant when 
considering collecting photographic and 
video works. While artistic output results 
in the production of both good and lesser 
works, the ability to distinguish between 
the two is the key factor. 

From a pool of artists which you 
have identified, choose works which 
resonate with you. Compare various 
works produced by the selected artist 
over a time period in order to develop 
an understanding of the medium, style, 
message, and meaning of the work. 
Besides the aesthetics of the work and the 
quality of the materials used by the artist, 
the technique also affects the value of the 
art. It is important to distinguish between 
an original work either painted on canvas, 
drawn on paper or other substrates, as well 
as limited-edition prints. Photographic- 
and digital prints are also sought-after 
media. Normally prints in good condition 
with low edition numbers have the best 
chance of increasing in value over time. 
Sculpture pieces can augment collections 
and low edition bronzes are preferred 
items to collect.

One should choose whether to follow 
the mainstream taste or whether to 

adopt a more adventurous approach of 
acquiring art with a poignant social and/
or political message. When choosing a 
challenging piece also consider whether 
you could live with the artwork before 
committing to the purchase.

When acquiring work from an 
auction it is important to inspect its 
condition beforehand. Any restorations 
would decrease the value of an artwork, 
especially if the quality of the restoration 
was poorly executed. When building a 
collection, it is very important that all 
documentation regarding the purchasing 
transaction is kept. It is good practice to 
obtain a certificate of authenticity from 
the artist and to verify that the work is 
signed and dated. If a work is acquired 
from the secondary market, the piece’s 
provenance should be determined 
in order to avoid any future rightful 
ownership and authenticity issues. 

Finally, one should be aware that 
multiple factors affect the art market. 
During bullish economic periods, the art 
market grows in parallel with escalating 
art prices, while prices tend to decline 
in tough economic times. Aesthetic 
excellence, on the other hand, is fixed 
and timeless and can be enjoyed forever. 

Here’s wishing you success in enhancing 
the beautiful lines of your designer homes 
with interesting art pieces.

If you are unsure regarding your 
discerning skills for selecting works 
with potential long-term investment 
potential, consult a reputable art advisor 
for assistance.

Dr. Fred Scott is a partner at Walker 
Scott Art Advisory, who offers end-to-end 
art management services.

www.walkerscott.co.za

Gerhard de Leeuw, Witch-doctor with 
Impundulu, bronze, 92 x 29 x 25 cm, 1973

Eben van der Merwe, Abstract, woodcut, artist proof, 28 x 35 cm, 1964. (This work was amongst the 
selected prints for the 1964 Venice Biennale, Graphic Art section)
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Walper Hotel
Kitchener, Canada
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The historic Walper Hotel in Canada’s Silicon Valley North is the new hot spot 
for Kitchener Waterloo’s growing tech community. With newly opened offices 
of Yahoo, Google and other major tech players, as well as Waterloo’s RIM and 

the Perimeter Institute, this area, located an hour from Toronto is proving to be one of 
the fastest growing communities in the country.
 
Downtown Kitchener’s most recognizable landmark, the historic Walper Hotel has 
played a pivotal role in the city’s social and cultural scene since opening in 1893. 
Designated as a historic landmark under the Ontario Heritage Act in 1983, the 
list of luminaries who stayed at the hotel include the Queen Mother, many prime 
ministers, including Pierre Trudeau, Eleanor Roosevelt, many jazz greats including 
Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington, James Brown, Liberace; Rudolph Nureyev, Bob 
Hope, and Tony Bennett. Decades later, the heritage site’s dated accommodations 
were unable to meet the contemporary demands of modern business travellers 
and locavore millennials looking for a landing spot. The region’s burgeoning tech 
industry attracts a discerning clientele, and the hotel’s renewal targets these visitors, 
bringing the best of the old into the future. As a collaboration between three firms, 
Dubbeldam Architecture + Design, Jill Greaves Design, and Dialogue 38, the Walper 
was transformed into a modern boutique hotel while celebrating its historic details 
and pairing them with bold contemporary design.

Walper Hotel
Kitchener, Canada
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The lobby and public spaces contrast traditional details such as décorative crown 
mouldings, wainscoting and trimwork with sleek, contemporary finishes and furniture. 
The finishes derive from a clean, white palette that highlights the colourful artwork, 
playful light fixtures and bold furniture in warm woods. The mosaic tile flooring in 
the lobby is a custom pattern inspired by the map of Kitchener’s own urban grid. The 
second floor features a rejuvenated bar and lounge area - traditional aspects are once 
again referenced here, but the solid wood flooring is installed in an angular pattern, 
defining smaller zones within the expansive lounge. Here, guests can mingle over light 
snacks during social hours or relax privately, given the variety of cosy seating options.

The full refurbishment of the guest floors included the creation of additional rooms 
in the existing floor plates, for a total of 92 rooms. Each room is unique and contains 
custom millwork, furnishings, and light fixtures. The vision was to breathe new life 
back into a tired brick building using natural finishes, energy efficient lighting, airy 
furniture and bright accents. Traditional trimwork was maintained to contrast with 
the new material palette of sleek walnut and warm ash wood in the flooring and 
millwork. Bright pops of colour in the furniture and high gloss doors bring a fresh new 
look to the rooms – blue is used for smaller rooms and red for larger ones - combined 
with bold monochromatic graphics on feature walls. The eccentric combinations of 
custom-designed and sourced furniture and lighting further emphasize the hotel’s 
boutique nature. With a revitalization that spans from minute details to an overall 
urban impression, the Walper is once again poised to become the lodging destination 
for the region.

www.dubbeldam.ca
www.jillgreaves.com
www.dialogue38.com

dw

• Location: Kitchener, Ontario
• Size: 73,400 s.f | Room count: 92
• Client: Perimeter Development Corporation
• Lobby and second floor public spaces design: Dialogue 38
• Suites and guest floors design: Dubbeldam Architecture + Design, Jill Greaves Design
• Base building architect: Bogdan Newman Caranci Inc.
• Photography: Gillian Jackson of Barré Studio, Langen Studios, Kerun Ip, Michael Muraz
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A Playful Rural 
Industrial Aesthetic

Abercorn, Canada
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Nestled in the vales of the Eastern Townships, near the Vermont border, the 
Abercorn Chalet is the brainchild of Laurent Guez, designer and partner 
at Tux Creative. His aim was to create a unique living experience through 

architecture, embodying contrasts of harmony, open spaces and cosy areas.

From the road, the house looks like a modest contemporary cottage. However it 
actually consists of four large interconnected modules with several offset façades, 
each containing ample windows that overlook an in-ground pool and a garage/
workshop. “The group of structures is reminiscent of a farm, with a central courtyard 
and outbuildings,” says Guez.

When Opposites Attract
Opposites are freely expressed here, particularly in the choice of materials: wood, 
concrete, corrugated steel or chequered steel plate and industrial metal. The raw 
character of such materials complements the architecture, which expands through a 
succession of volumes and perspectives, giving it “a warm personality, a playful spirit 
and plenty of soul,” Guez adds.

This progressive discovery ploy also applies to interior spaces. The arrangement of the 
windows, allows glimpses of the action between the modules, the contribution of a 
footbridge, light from pierced ceilings and a minimal number of doors integrate this 
approach: “I wanted to create a spacious and discreet living space where every piece 
affirms its character and encourages an interconnection, strong and intuitive.”

Conventional Rooms Revisited
The master bedroom has some surprising features: crossing the dressing room and the 
bathroom leads to the bedroom, an approach that reimagines the codes of convention 
in favour of the experience.

Another example of revisited rooms: the guest rooms. Being temporary living spaces, 
they do not have shelving or cabinets, therefore placing all the emphasis on the view 
outdoors. Even the size of the doors are non-conventional, one being reworked to an 
11-foot height, is found near another that is 6 feet tall.

Abercorn Chalet
Abercorn, Canada
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The Kitchen: A Professional Playground
In the kitchen, rather than a standard complement of cabinets, the space is 
organized around two functional islands, recalling a restaurant kitchen. The 
layout showcases cookware, cookbooks, seasonings and ingredients stored 
in wooden baskets. This arrangement encourages play and exploration. 
Located at one end of the house, the kitchen is surrounded by windows. 
Carefully calculated angles of view encourage users to contemplate the 
patio, garden and, in the distance, the region’s valleys. It is an approach 
that produces a sensation “of being both on the sidelines and in the heart of 
the action,” says Guez, who developed his vision with architect Guillaume 
Kukucka.

Inspirations: Industry, Barns and Campgrounds
“I have never seen a project like this one!” This sentence he has heard many 
times among his stakeholders and suppliers, voluntarily chosen locally. 
“They were very proud and motivated to participate in the creation of the 
residence.”

“Think of a pig barn,” he would tell them with a laugh, trying to shock 
them while pointing out the project’s rough and fun sides. The interior 
use of traditional exterior cladding, like corrugated or profiled sheet metal, 
painted black or gold, disrupts reference points and induces a sensation of 
being outside, in another place, while actually being inside. “You get the 
same effect when camping, where you feel as though you are part of nature 
and yet are protected.”

The fireplace also showcases an industrial spirit, with dimensions to match, 
while the sinks and bathtubs, both salvaged and purchased second hand, 
are fully restored to life.

The northern orientation of the lot and certain other constraints led to 
the optimization of the building’s positioning, and to a clever arrangement 
of the windows—including the skylights—to favour the entry of light, 
according to the hour of day, the seasons and lives being lived inside 
the house. “I analysed the trajectory of the sun, and I also modelled its 
reflections on the sheet-metal walls. As the hours go by, the light creates 
interesting shadows and animations,” he says.

Base Camp for Future Projects
Inspired by architecture, functionality, suspense novels, stories, and 
Escher’s drawings of improbable constructions, Laurent Guez reconciles 
lightness and humour with rigour and rationality. With the team at Tux, a 
Montreal-based agency serving a North American and European clientele, 
he plans to apply the principles and creative approach of Chalet Abercorn 
to future projects of exceptional residences, hotels and leisure.

“This home represents the sum of my professional experiences, my 
childlike gaze, my studies at the Ensaama School of Art and Design in 
Paris, and my travels. It embodies simple but powerful ideas.”

www.tux.co/en/
www.guillaumekukucka.com

Photo credit: Maxime Brouillet
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Black Star Car Wash
Moskva, Russia

88    April 2019 • dw   89        dw • April 2019 



90    April 2019 • dw   91        dw • April 2019 

There was a challenging and interesting task in this project – to create a unique 
carwash space, resembling an art object and having a “wow” factor, but at the 
same time, it was crucial to save the functionality of space and provide the 

proper work setting for the entire facility. The difficult thing about this project was 
in the facility location – it is an underground part of the building in the city centre, 
which means facing the problems of low ceilings, the need for communication and 
the absence of natural light. Thus the intention was to expand the space visually and 
change its geometry. 
 
The concept of the interior is a transformation and refraction of simple geometry of 
space by the shape of the pattern. The idea is performed by the combination of the 
dark graphite colour, bright calligraphy composition, and light installations. Taking 
into account the facility function CARWASH and inspired by WYNWOOD in Miami, 
GRETAPROJECT created a special calligraphy pattern that consists of regularly 
repeated client’s label name BLACK STAR. Graphic and at the same time geometric 
patterns create a memorable setting and expands the enclosed space visually.

Black Star Car Wash
Moskva, Russia
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 The BLACK STAR label symbol is the black sun which was used to create the 
lighting structure in the form of a ring in the washing boxes. In the entrance zone, 
the X-formed lighting was installed to form a contrast of the symbols. To make the 
interior more energetic, the linear lamps are located at 45-degree angles on both 
sides of the entrance and exit. It creates the visual movement of the visitor’s sight and 
leads the visitor to the main part of the facility. The detailing light sign is located near 
the entrance of the carwash, and thus it is the hallmark of the project attracting the 
visitors’ sight.  

 The cafe interior’s concept is a prolongation of simple space refraction by sophisticated 
geometry of the pattern applied to it. Thus, regular rectangular forms are perceived as 
complex geometry creating the visual effect and drawing the visitors’ attention.

In this project, the designers wanted to show how the usual forms of space are 
transformed by applying flat geometry and how the colour influences the perception 
of the space.

gretaproject.com/projects/black-star-car-wash/
blackstarcarwash.ru
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• Total area: 1200 m2 

• Year: 2018 
• Client: Black Star 
• Architecture & design: GRETAPROJECT
• Architects: Margarita Denisova, Maxim Kashin 
• gretaproject.com
• Location: Moscow, Russia 
• Photography: Mikhail Loskutov
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

A sixteen-hectare area of indig-
enous bushveld, located on 
two koppies between Hough-

ton and Hillbrow, has recently been 
reinstated as one of Johannesburg’s 
favourite parks. The land was donat-
ed to the City Council in 1925 by the 
Houghton Estate Company, with the 
proviso that it remain a park open 
in perpetuity to the people of Jo-
hannesburg. Additional indigenous 
plants and trees were given to the 
park after the Empire Exhibition of 
1936, and the planting is a remind-
er of what this part of Johannesburg 
was like before the spread of the 
City. The Wilds is split in two by Joe 
Slovo Drive, and in 1965 an elegant 
pedestrian bridge was built across 
this busy road, linking the east and 
west sections.

Unfenced for many years, The 
Wilds became home to more than 
birds and monkeys: skelms of all 
hues lurked there, making the park 
unsafe and positively dangerous. A 
few years ago, a knight in shining 
armour stepped forward, with his 
dog Pablo at his side, to turn this 
situation around. Artist James Del-
aney enlisted the support of the City 
Parks Department and a group of 
friends to help reinstate the paths, 
and clear out the undergrowth that 
harboured the baddies. He placed 
his own metal sculptures of owls, 
buck, monkeys, bush babies, giraffe, 
and a magnificent life size kudu sil-
houetted against the background of 
dense trees, around the park. The 
ponds were cleaned and refilled, 
the lawns mown, and benches put 

everywhere, with skyline views and 
quiet outlooks. 

People have come back to enjoy the 
beauty and unexpectedness of this 
park, so close to a densely populated 
area of Johannesburg, bringing with 
them their families, their dogs and 
their friends. There are shaded areas 
for family picnics, rocky winding paths 
and steps for hikers, a climbing wall 
for the adventurous and wonderful 
views of the city and of the urban for-
est that is Johannesburg’s pride. 

This story is a triumph of reclaiming 
the space for the people, or as James 
Delaney puts it, for the Humans of Jo-
hannesburg.

Gill Butler

www.designingways.com

The Wilds
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BRIGHT 
IDEAS
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56 Petits Bijoux by Catellani & 
Smith is the representation of 
‘static movement’, the effect of an 

action that seems to imitate the gesture 
of throwing a stone into a pool of water, 
creating concentric waves that propagate 
into space. The concept of a sphere, the 
circle as a metaphor for the infinite and 
perfection, are popular and recurring 
themes within the lamp collections 
produced by Catellani & Smith, which is 
celebrating its thirtieth anniversary, and 
return, with this new pendant lamp, a lamp 
that is remarkably simple in its design but 
extraordinary in its workmanship.

The structure of 56 Petits Bijoux is 
made up of a series of circles, some small, 
some large, held together by thin cables, 
which follow each other in succession to 
create a delicate, almost deconstructed 
sphere of 120 cm diameter. Loose silicon 
‘pochettes’ shield 56 LEDs with a total of 
6720 lumens – which ensure very high 
luminous efficacy – flooding the natural 
brass circles with light, like celestial 
bodies following their orbit.

www.catellanismith.com

56 Petits Bijoux
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traditional and contemporary outdoor furniture 
for hotels, restaurants and homes

cape town - 136 lower main rd  observatory - 021 448 7485        jhb  wooden ways 14 kramer rd kramerville sandton - 011 595 9600

www.hopegf.com

•  

ref 1003  
park armchair 
folding mild steel frame with sustainable hardwood slats 
hand wrought replica - original design circa 1900

hope ••
CAPE TOWN

100 years later and still sitting around ... 
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0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)
www.taylorblinds.co.za

THE MOST STYLISH CURE FOR INSOMNIA.
NO PRESCRIPTION REQUIRED.
Like the name suggests, our block out roller blinds blocks out most light, creating a peaceful, 
distraction-free environment that’s perfect for bedrooms, nurseries or boardrooms. Choose 
between our many different fabrics to meet your design needs and brace yourself for a good 
night’s (or day’s) sleep.  

Block Out Roller Blinds


