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Still surfacing the 
world’s best kitchens

Let 2020 be your year of design excellence
caesarstone.co.za    |    +27 (0)83 608 5810
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4011 Cloudburst Concrete (20mm) 
Metropolitan Collection

Caesarstone has been designing and 
manufacturing premium surfaces 
for three decades, becoming a 

beloved household name in the process.  
With a colour range created by specialist 
designers with input from the world’s 
leading colour consultants and trend 
analysts, Caesarstone is perfectly suited to 
all interior schemes – from traditional to 
contemporary.  

 The world’s original quartz surface, 
Caesarstone is ideal for virtually any 
interior surface from kitchen countertops, 
bathroom vanities and stairs, to wall 
panelling, flooring and indoor furniture. 
Although traditionally used for high-
end residential countertops, it also offers 
an attractive and versatile finish for 
commercial and institutional buildings.  
Caesarstone quartz surfacing is tough 
enough to handle the wear-and-tear 
risks of high traffic interior spaces, yet 

beautiful enough to complement any 
design concept. 

This non-porous engineered surface 
functions well as a high-performance, 
hygienic countertop in hospital settings or 
residential installations where sanitation 
is of the utmost importance.  Its easy-to-
clean, scratch-, heat- and chip-resistant 
qualities, combined with a timeless 
aesthetic appeal, also make Caesarstone 
the preferred surface for anyone wanting 
to effortlessly increase the value of their 
home.  Investing in your kitchen is a 
long-term investment decision:  don’t 
compromise with a short-term saving by 
installing inferior products.

This innovative, design-forward brand 
offers the widest range of colours available 
in Southern Africa, carrying all the 
essential international certifications for 
health and environmental management 
favoured by engineers, architects and 

health and safety officials.  Their surfaces 
also come with a generous warranty.  Put 
it this way:  if something goes wrong, 
you’ll be so glad you chose Caesarstone!

While quartz surfaces are commonly
referred to as “Caesarstone” by retailers
and buyers, please make sure you ask
for (and receive) the genuine article.

Caesarstone authenticity can be 
verified by checking the back of each slab, 
where serial numbers and “Caesarstone” 
are printed.  Be sure to check with your 
fabricator that you are getting what you 
paid for.

With proven durability and style 
leadership, Caesarstone is the clear choice 
for your next renovation, new home or 
commercial project.  Their website is also 
packed full of inspiration, advice and 
ideas. 

www.caesarstone.co.za

Caesarstone

dw
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Caesarstone has been creating the ultimate interior 
surfaces since 1987. Only with Caesarstone can you feel 
and see the difference.
+27 (0) 83 608 5810
www.caesarstone.co.za

 ii CAESARSTONE

6 TRADE WINDS                                                                     
The dining room according to 
Turri                                                           .  

10 TRADE WINDS
Why Inovar flooring

12 TRADE WINDS
St Leger

14 TRADE WINDS
Refurbish old concrete surfaces easily
with Texture Top

16 TRADE WINDS
Belgotex

18 IID
The African Institute of The Interior Design Professions

20 KSA 
The Kitchen Specialists Assocoiation

22 DESIGN TRENDS
Five Interior Design Trends to watch in 2020

24 RETAIL DESIGN                                                                                     
Projects at Nike House of Innovation Shanghai

28 COMMERCIAL DESIGN
Workshop17 calls for local co-working office 

industry to support local designers

32 PULL UP A CHAIR
Feature - by Mila Crewe Brown

35 PULL UP A CHAIR
A world-class furniture company

36 PULL UP A CHAIR 
Best Home Office Chairs

38 KITCHENS 
Getting hooked on a breakfast nook.

40 KITCHENS
Pendant lighting in the kitchen

42 KITCHENS
Beluga’s Wall-Mounted Elements

46 ON THE SHELF
On the Shelf or Shelf Life

48 ON THE SHELF
Porro new compositions system

52 ON THE TERRACE
Soft wellbeing for relaxing al fresco

CONTENTS
Issue 229

IVY

VEGA

Tel: 011 434 0444, Email:Shantelle@chairexpress.co.za
44 Hulbert Rd Cnr Rosettenville Rd, New Centre, Johannesburg 

PO Box 39799, Booysens, 2016

www.seatsahead.co.za

60



4     Issue 229 • dw   5        dw • Issue 229

76 INWARD JOURNEY
Hong Kong, Toronto

82 EXHIBITION OF FROZEN TIME
Beijing China

88 STEYN CITY MASTERPEICE
by Chateau Architecture & Construction

95 TAIL OF THE DOG
The Mexican Aster

96 BRIGHT IDEAS
Oluce - Otto

54 BATHROOMS OF NOTE
Modern Farmhouse Bathroom by Bathroom Butler

56 EVENTS 
The Path: An interactive installation that 
evokes co-creation inside a trade fair

59 EVENTS
Decorex Cape Town Postponed Due to COVID-19

60 ALL ABOUT ART
The Art of Bloom

64 ALL ABOUT ART
Art space for Japanese dance

68 CASA BURÉS
Barcelona, Spain

Advertisements submitted for publication must be high resolution PDF (PDF/X-1a or PDF/X4) and will be printed to European Bruma colour 
standards.  DESIGNING WAYS accepts no responsibility for colour reproduction if the supplied material has been incorrectly made up.

DESIGNING WAYS reserves the right to edit, amend and/or abridge any manuscript submitted for publication.

Eleven issues of DESIGNING WAYS are published per year
Published by Nylapix (Pty) Ltd
Editorial: editorial@designingways.com
Advertising: Stienie Greyling • 081 846 6214 • stienie.greyling@gmail.com
Contributors: Gill Butler • Mila Crewe-Brown • Adri Neuper • Gideon Schutte
Layout:  Christo Van Eeden • 082 442 8176 • beyond@bdstudio.co.za
Subscriptions and Distribution:  subscriptions@designingways.com
Accounts:  accounts@designingways.com
Printed by Typo (Pty) Ltd

P O Box 1248, Fontainebleau, 2032.
Telephone +27 (0) 11 791 5995
Facsimile +27 (0) 86 678 8448

www.designingways.com

CONTENTS
Issue 229

0 3 1  0 0 1  5 0 0 0    |   e n q u i r y . f s a @ f r a n k e . c o m   |   w w w . f r a n k e . c o . z a

Complementing the Franke range of accessories is a range 
of basin taps and mixers, designed to improve hygiene and 

decrease water consumption in public ablutions. 

F3EM1006 Electronic Pillar Tap
Sensor operated, self- closing

Elbow Operated 
Hand Sanitiser Dispenser
(Bottle not included)

  Electronic Soap Dispensers  | Electronic  Paper Towel Dispensers   
Hand Dryers  |  Electronic Taps

Washroom Products

HANDS - FREE 
STAINLESS  STEEL

88

With blinds like these it’s more than just redecorating. It’s rein-
vigorating.  Our venetian blinds offer a variety of stylish forms 
for you to choose from. Whether you prefer the contemporary 
styling of our aluminium blinds, the versatility and practicality 
of our styro wood blinds, the natural serenity of our bamboo 
blinds or the timeless elegance of our wooden blinds, you’ll find 
an option that meets your design needs.     
www.taylorblinds.co.za       0861-1829-567



6     Issue 229 • dw   7        dw • Issue 229

TRADE 
WINDS

Turri’s impeccable craftsmanship is 
expressed again in the collections 
which were a significant 

cornerstone for the company in 2019: 
Milano, Vine and Zero, designed by 
Studio SBGA | Blengini Ghirardelli, Frank 
Jiang and Andrea Bonini respectively. In 
fact, with a modern and innovative twist, 
they interpreted the tradition and quality 
which have made Turri an ambassador 
of Italian luxury across the globe. The 
dining room, the most important room 
for gatherings, has been conceived to 
accommodate a variety of tastes and 
desires, tailored for the three collections, 
all of which exalt the materials and 
extraordinary craftsmanship.

With a contemporary soul, the 
tables and chairs, sideboards and glass 
vitrine cabinets of the Milano collection 
are reminiscent of the tenacious and 
industrial character of the city after 
which they are named: the sinuous 
silhouette of the metal structure is the 
recurring leitmotiv in all the pieces of the 
collection, supporting and enveloping 
the rectangular table top or the body of 
the welcoming and comfortable chairs as 
well as the storage units. Lightness, the 
distinguishing feature of the collection, 
is also evident in the transparency of 
the vitrine cabinets, whose linear design 

is reduced to the bare essentials. The 
furniture is embellished not only by the 
painstaking workmanship but also by 
the choice of materials, and in particular 
the leather, capable of creating a warm 
contrast with the colder metal.

The modern and comprehensive Vine 
collection, with its striking carpentry, is 

The dining room according to Turri
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SIT. STAND. REPEAT.
EXPERTS IN SIT-STAND ERGONOMICS.

0861 OFFICE (633423)  |  info@cecilnurse.co.za  |  www.cecilnurse.co.za

Your Office. Designed. Delivered.

inspired by the branch-like structure of a 
grape vine. The sculptural table stands out 
for the original design of the metal base, 
embellished by brushed gold metal bands 
and marble inserts. In a game of blocks 
and voids, the chairs around the table are 
soft and caressing, with the backrest and 
armrests joined in a single piece designed 
impeccably down to the smallest detail. 
The vitrine cabinet becomes the iconic 
element of the project: with a tubular 
metal structure for the base, and metal 
details featured on all the pieces of the 
collection, leather details, and smoked 
glass doors, ideal for a contemporary 
setting.

The Zero collection is designed with 
minimalism and clean-cut shapes in mind. 
The ample sized table has two leather 
clad wings to support the top.  The only 
decorative elements are the metal inserts. 
The chairs, with their formal design, 
embody impeccable workmanship, 
especially in the backrest, where a flap 
conceals the various elements composing 
the structure.  The vitrine cabinet with a 
metal base and curved glass doors, creates 
yet another contrast between the lightness 
of these elements and the preciousness of 
marble and leather.

www.turri.it
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A s flooring is regarded as one of 
the more permanent fittings 
for residential, retail and 

commercial, it is important to choose 
wisely.

Laminate, vinyl and engineered wood 
flooring is durable, versatile, easy to 
maintain, affordable and a wide range 
of products, colours and finishes are 
available.

Byron Conway has been installing 
and assisting in residential, retail and 
commercial flooring projects from start to 
finish for the last eight years, but recently 
decided to obtain an INOVAR Pretoria 
franchise as sole owner.

Byron would appreciate the opportunity 
to assist with advice and information, 
may it be samples, pricing, sourcing, 
consulting or advice on laminate flooring, 
vinyl flooring, engineered wood flooring, 
timber decking and composite decking.

He makes it a priority to keep abreast 
of current design trends and ongoing 
product developments and improvements.

Exceptional service and installation 
by a professional and trained installation 
team is guaranteed, offering a wide range 
of products, colours and finishes.

Byron has put together retail prices 
to suite budgets of Architects, Interior 
Designers/Decorators, Contractors, 
Project Managers, Quantity Surveyors, 
Specifiers and Home builders.

Contact Byron Conway for more 
information, samples, installations and 
INOVAR flooring and decking products 
on offer.

Office 012 343 1732 or 
Mobile 084 608 7272

Email byron@inovar.co.za

TRADE
WINDS

dw

Why Inovar flooring 

photo mike hall

cape town - 136 lower main rd  observatory - 021 448 7485        jhb  wooden ways 14 kramer rd kramerville sandton - 011 595 9600•  

CAPE TOWN

hope ••
traditional garden furniture www.hopegf.com

oly kitchen stool
primer red / natural ash  

hope ... is where the hearth is  

3 is a range of contemporary furniture 
for small spaces both
inside and out.
( including a selection of stools
purpose made for kitchen use )   
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It’s a double first for Scion this season 
with the launch of its SS20 collection 
presented in a new and exciting 

lookbook.
Named after the Sri Lankan festival, 

Esala is a celebration of joyous colour 
and a fusion of patterns, motifs and semi-
plains. Featuring the latest looks from 
working the soft tropics trend to taking 
a walk on the wild side of print. Fabrics 
and wallpapers, new and best-selling have 
been brought together to build a story 
that introduces a range of design solutions 
for the contemporary home.

Hannah Bowen, head of design at 
Scion says, “We’re thrilled to launch 
Esala, our new easy-to-use collection of 
co-ordinated schemes, which sees Scion 
wallpapers and fabrics in one place for 
the first time. This get-the-look concept 
provides a visual representation of how 
Scion’s products work alongside each 
other to create an entire scheme. We’re 
encouraging consumers to choose their 
favourite 2020 colour trends and looks, 
embracing new design stories to recreate 
the look in their own home.”

The lookbook incorporates new 
and most-loved wallpapers, prints, 
embroideries, weaves, semi-plains and 
featured designs over 140 skus. This 
season’s colour groups including Spiced 
Pear, Tropicana, Fruit Salad and Candy 
introduce a vibrancy alongside standout 
pops of beautiful, outspoken colour.

Layer oversized jungle plants, 
characterful motifs, stylised hand-drawn 
florals and pair angular geometrics with 
textural plains and semi plains for a fresh, 
funky interior alive with creativity. Scion’s 
iconic Mr Fox features alongside cheerful 
love birds, and Pedro Penguin makes his 
debut in this cleverly tailored and co-
ordinating collection full of possibilities.

In addition, 20 colours from Esala 
Plains are included in the lookbook, 
providing a perfect finishing touch to 
the collection. The complete Esala Plains 
library of 35 colours is available separately 
and cleverly tailored across a range of 
key trend colours. The launch comprises 
one lookbook containing fabrics and 
wallpapers.

www.stleger.co.za
dw

TRADE
WINDS Outdoor Blinds

SPICE

Design Style:
Bohemian

The Bohemian palette is a 
celebration of  both the new and the 

old. The eclectic collection of  colour 
and texture is a fantastic base from 

which to express your personal style. 

Port Elizabeth
PC Agencies: 087 075 0876

Durban and Umhlanga
Aesthetics: 031 040 3192

Ballito
Blinds All of Them: 031 040 3191

Knysna
Milk&Honey®: 087 075 0877

Bloemfontein
Ralph Blinds: 010 040 7100

Johannesburg
Galaxy Blinds: 010 040 3495
Curtain Club: 010 040 7993
Blinds Express: 010 040 3156
Blinds All Types: 010 040 3155
Blind Time: 010 040 3154
R&C Trading: 010 040 3157

Pretoria
Picture Perfect: 010 040 7992

Northern Limpopo
Newton and Strever: 087 075 0845

Nkomazi
Nkomazi Blinds: 082 811 5669

FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

www.blinddesigns.co.za

Cape Town
Total Blind Design: 021 040 3002
The Best Blind Company: 021 040 3001

Klerksdorp
Ridwaans Interiors: 010 040 7638

Namibia
Windhoek Touch of Style:    +264 61 245303
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April Spice (PR).pdf   1   2019/11/14   17:17

Scion takes its ss20 collection in a new direction with trend driven 
colours and contemporary design stories housed 

in a go-to lookbook full of easy-to-use style.
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Texture Top® offers the ultimate 
decorative solution to save money 
and time by refurbishing old 

concrete surfaces. 
Ageing, worn or surface damaged 

concrete no longer has to be demolished 
and recast at a cost to the customer and 
the environment. Instead, Texture Top®, 
a CHRYSO Southern Africa product, 
can be used to enhance existing surfaces 
through renovation and repair. 

Texture Top® is a polymer-modified 
cementitious coating which could 
be applied either with a spray gun or 
trowel to obtain a specified finish. The 
spray technique allows coverage of large 
surfaces in a short time.

For spray applications, typically using a 
spray hopper gun, you may need to add 
additional CHRYSO® Polymer 21 to the 
CHRYSO® Texture Top powder to obtain 
the required consistency.  

At an application thickness of merely 
2 mm, this thin anti-slip coating offers 

excellent mechanical resistance. The 
product is available in a standard range of 
colours, and could be custom pigmented 
to complement various finishes.

Standard available colours: Silica, Dune, 
Pebble, Cobble, Sandstone, Terracotta, 
Limestone and Ash.

Texture Top® can be applied to achieve 
any textured or smooth finish. This is a 
simple and durable solution to renovate 
and add aesthetic value to surfaces 
around swimming pools, paths, terraces, 
driveways, patios, floors and stairs, as well 
as interior and exterior walls. 

CHRYSO® Texture Top surfaces must 
be coated with an appropriate sealer, 
typically CHRYSO® FiniSol Brut or Perle.

CHRYSO Southern Africa’s technical 
and sales teams provide leading edge 
expertise in support of Texture Top® 
which makes it easy to achieve customised 
modern and trendy decorative finishes 
in a cost-effective and environmentally 
responsible way.

za.chryso.com

TRADE
WINDS
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Refurbish old 
concrete surfaces 

easily with 
“texture top”

CHRYSO® Texture Top surfaces must be coated with an appropriate sealer, typically 
CHRYSO® FiniSol Brut or Perle.

LIVE •  WORK • PLAY

FUSING FASHION ELEMENTS AND DÉCOR TRENDS INTO PLAUSIBLE IDEAS

 For spray applications, typically using a spray hopper gun, you may need to add 
additional CHRYSO® Polymer 21 to the CHRYSO® Texture Top powder to obtain the 
required consistency.

Standard available colours: Silica, Dune, 
Pebble, Cobble, Sandstone, Terracotta, 
Limestone and Ash.
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The carpet’s colour boasts a depth and 
magnitude that is able to convey planet 
earth’s vast beauty, where individual 
colours have the confidence to stand 
on their own, and when working with 
the rest of the range shows up in full 
kaleidoscopic glory.

Twenty colours tell the story of the 
range’s main attributes, from resilient 
sunbaked clay and earthy tones, subdued 
mossy and forest greens, calming blues, 
rich purples, moody greys, and variations 
of these shades in-between. 

Terrain – The Edge of Change, is a new 
tufted tile range that brings the best of the 
outdoors into heavy commercial spaces. 

Ready to step up to the edge? 

www.belgotex.co.za

TRADE
WINDS
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Discover nature’s contours with 
Terrain, a tufted tile range that 
explores how adaptable and 

forward-thinking designs, materials and 
systems might use nature – adapting its 
power to transform challenge into change. 

With both colour and pattern inspired 
by the earth’s surfaces, our planet serves 
as a key reference and is celebrated in 
the exciting new floorcovering. A wide 
spectrum shifts fluidly where each colour 
transitions through the gradient and 
seamlessly blends into the next. In this 
way the range mimics the same optical 
phenomenon witnessed in nature. 

Created for heavy commercial 
application, the new range is defined by 
irregular contours with seemingly torn 
and unfinished designs that embrace 
organic imperfection. The planks can 
be laid in ashlar, brick or herringbone 
formations – the graded effect lending 
interesting texture and subtle pattern to 
hardworking floors. 

Terrain is a new 
nature-inspired 

tufted tile 
range for heavy 

commercial spaces
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IID Member Deborah Garth

Award-winning renowned 
Interior designer Deborah Garth 
from Deborah Garth Interior 

Design International has recently made 
the shift from only designing interiors 
to designing products as well. She has 
always been fascinated by beautiful 
objects d’art and crockery and decided to 
combine these two elements in her own 
unique way and get all the pieces made 
entirely by hand. Her new brand Klay is 

inspired by artisanal craft and high-end 
modern design with a sensitivity to the 
environment.

The ranges come in a variety of 
colours and no two pieces are identical. 
The first sets were completely sold out 
within a week, proving that there is still 
a demand for authentic, hand crafted, 
designer products and the South African 
market relates to this concept. “There 
is a revolt against mass production and 

products that are just churned out, often 
replicating great designer items,” says 
Deborah. This came about out of passion 
and appreciation for crafted products, 
she continues. “I am overwhelmed by the 
response and appreciation from fellow 
designers and the public. The range is 
called Klay, it doesn’t get more natural 
than that.”

www.deborahgarth.co.za

The IID has put in place the 
process of creating an Affiliate 
Membership Category for 

artisans who are highly skilled in various 
associated fields but who do not have 
the required qualifications for any of the 
membership categories. This is in line 
with SAQA wanting us to expand our 
membership and become more inclusive 
of the demographics of the country, and 
more importantly, for the IID be to more 
inclusive of related industries. 

A Call to our Corporate and Professional 
Members

Many of our members are aware 
of highly skilled tilers, upholsterers, 
painters, cabinet makers, shopfitters and 
many more skilled workers in our sector. 
These people receive no recognition for 
the skills they have and as such are often 
lost in the system, always having to prove 
themselves from job to job, contract 
to contract. We believe this situation is 
completely wrong and gives no dignity 
to these highly skilled individuals, never 
mind recognition of the work they are 
capable of. As an institute we plan to 
change this situation.

The time has come to recognise these 
individuals and celebrate their skills. To 
this end the IID and Designing Ways have 
forged a partnership to feature some of 
these individuals in the magazine. The 
idea is for designers to introduce the work 
they have done in a series of photographs 
of their work and to acknowledge the 
individual with a profile photograph. So 
the appeal is to members to identify these 
people and thereafter run a feature in 
Designing Ways.

Further to the above these individuals, 
who have been vetted by our members 
will be registered with the IID as Affiliate 
Members in recognition of their skills. 
We are setting up a recognition of 

prior learning structure to deal with 
these applications. Many artisans have 
successfully completed courses run 
by our corporate members and these 
courses together with the vetting of their 
skills by professional members will gain 
membership to the IID. 

This will obviously come at a cost 
and here we appeal to our members 
to ‘adopt’ these individuals and pay 
their membership fee which we have 
calculated at being R500 per annum. 
This is a token amount which will cover 
administration costs but will be a huge 
plus in recognising the lost generation 
of skilled people within our industry and 
related industries. Imagine the pride of 
knowing you are finally recognised for 
your special skills. 

This can also only improve the image of 
the public towards our industry and give 
them peace of mind knowing they have 

professionals working on their projects. 
This is a win-win situation for all! Please 
support this initiative!

Product and Industrial Design join our 
newly formed South African Institute of 
Design.

The IID is also in the process of 
creating new categories of membership 
under the umbrella of the newly formed 
South African Institute of Design. The 
IID will fall under this umbrella and 
other disciplines will be included as 
negotiations spread within the design 
fraternity. We have been in intensive 
talks with the product designers in Cape 
Town and Johannesburg to forge this 
exciting concept and we should be able to 
announce our partnership within the next 
month. We will keep you informed.

Prof Des Laubscher
Chair of the Board IID

I have been a Professional Member of 
the IID for over 15 years. Initially it 
was SAGID which evolved into the 

IID.
I remember being in my final year 

at college thinking that I must become 
a member of a professional body, once 
I graduate and get out into the design 
world. I knew then the importance of 
such an act.

That being the knowledge of being part 
of an entity which welcomes and advises 
and introduces you to the industry, 
eliminating any sense of isolation.

The IID offers knowledge and updates 
on codes of conduct and ethics in our 

professions and organises workshops 
relating to this. An important aspect in 
our profession.

We are introduced to new products well 
before they hit the market, have technical 
workshops relating to such products, 
arming us with knowledge and savviness 
to better inform our clients when 
specifying products relative to projects.

The IID is a recognised body with 
SACAP, DTI and SAQA, which gives me a 
sense of pride and professionalism. gives 
my clients and prospective clients total 
assurance of such professionalism and 
legitimacy.

dw

IID

The Importance and Advantage of being a member of a 
professional body such as the IID.

The New Normal 
A Time for Change

KLAY by Deborah Garth
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preventing mistakes, and dealing with 
manufacturers and contractors.

What specifically can a kitchen designer 
help me do?

When you hire a professional kitchen 
designer, you’re benefiting from their 
experience and expertise.

They can evaluate trends and help 
you incorporate them into your home 
seamlessly; maximizing use and function 
of space. An experienced kitchen designer 
can improve more than just aesthetics—
they can improve quality of life while 
saving you time, frustration, and money.  
They will know how to maximise your 
budget; help you achieve the aesthetic you 
want for the funds you have available.  The 
kitchen is one of the most complicated 
rooms of the house to lay out. Kitchens 
are full of utility lines, appliances, doors, 
windows and walkways. Renovating and 
remodelling a kitchen is about more than 
just making a beautiful space – it is about 
making a more functional space and 
utilising all available areas and products 
to achieve your desired design. This is 

where it is imperative to make use of a 
specialist kitchen designer. 

It’s challenging to sum up all the skills 
and advice a kitchen designer brings to 
a project. However, a kitchen designer’s 
perspective in these areas is invaluable:

Personal Advice
First and foremost, a kitchen designer 

will help guide you through the kitchen 
remodelling process. Whether this is 
your first or fifth remodel, you will want 
personal advice. From a finish that best 
suits your lifestyle, to hardware that will 
maximise the functionality of your units, 
to how and when each phase needs to 
be actioned; what to expect during each 
phase; and how best to deal with any 
hidden obstacles that may crop up along 
the way – a kitchen designer can guide you 
through all. Yes, there are online tools for 
designing kitchens, but when questions 
arise, you will be far more comfortable 
talking to a real person who knows you 
and your space.

Beautiful Space
kitchen designers create a beautiful 

space that fits your style. They are 
knowledgeable about trends, styles, and 
colours that work well in kitchens. As well 
as being able to advise you on the finishes 
that will suit your budget they will also  
ensure the longevity of your remodel. 

Functional Design
A beautiful new kitchen needs a 

functional design behind it. Kitchen 
designers ensure your remodel is 
functional and comfortable by learning 
who uses the space and how. Not only 
are they better equipped to avoid making 
practical and functional errors, they also 
personalize the space for each household. 

Utility Regulations
A kitchen designer will be up to date on 

the latest regulations pertaining to your 
kitchen remodel – this ensures you will 
avoid any costly mistakes and delays and 
that your remodel will effortlessly obtain 
all the necessary compliance certificates 
required.

These are just a few of the top things 
kitchen designers take into consideration 
for each project. You wouldn’t let a 
butcher design and build your home so 
why settle for anything less than letting an 
experienced kitchen company design and 
manufacture your kitchen.

www.ksa.co.za     
dw

A s with us all the Covid-19 virus has 
had its impact.  But the industry 
is trying to remain positive and 

connected while observing the necessary 
protocols.  Trade shows are an important 
vehicle for the kitchen industry so it was 
with sadness we saw that Decorex Cape 
Town had to be cancelled and Eurocucina 
postponed.  

We were fortunate to be able to be part 
of a few events before making the decision 
to postpone all KSA events until the end 
of April 2020. 

ProQuartz launched their new JHB 
showroom and the arrival of their 
quartz surfacing – SapienStone.  It was a 
wonderful, well attended event and the 
new showrooms looked magnificent.  
Congratulations to Alfredo, Garth and 
their team.

Gelmar also opened their new retail 
space and showroom in Namibia.  This 
is a brand-new adventure for Gelmar and 
we wish Bob and his team the best of luck.

Sadly, the following KSA events have had 
to be postponed or cancelled:
• KSA VIP event and Kitchen Advice 

Centre at Decorex Durban
• KSA CT Golf day – please watch our 

social media and web site as this event 
will be rescheduled

• KSA EC Boulles day – please watch our 
social media and web site as this event 
will be rescheduled

• KSA JHB product networking event – 
please watch our social media and web 
site as this event will be rescheduled.
We would like to thank the industry 

for their ongoing support and remind 
them to be careful during this period of 
isolation and that the KSA team is on 
hand to assist even if it just by phone or 
skype.

Why use a Kitchen Designer?
When it comes to interior design versus 

kitchen design, who do you use and why? 
If you’re not sure whether you need an 
interior designer or a kitchen designer, or 
both, we can help.

Homeowners hire an interior designer 
when they want a “wide-angle lens” to 
help them coordinate design within 
each room, and between rooms. Interior 
designers can help you explore styles, 
narrow down options, select materials, 
and colours, and create a comprehensive 
aesthetic for your home overall.

A kitchen designer is a more specialized 
type of expert who can advise you not 
only on styles, materials, and colours, but 
also help you with functional decisions, 
physical restrictions, and spatial 
challenges that are particular to your 
kitchen. A kitchen designer will help you 
create a kitchen that works for you, your 
family and lifestyle, and looks beautiful.

Do you need to hire both an interior 
and a kitchen designer? 

This decision will depend on several 
factors: your budget, the size of the 
renovation, and your own willingness and 
ability to manage the project. If you are 
wanting your kitchen to truly meet your 
needs then we would strongly recommend 
making use of an experienced kitchen 
designer.  Having both is a luxury but one 
that will definitely assist you by saving you 
time, keeping you on-task, correcting and 

KSA update
March 2020

Gelmar Namibia launch

ProQuartz launch

KSA
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DESIGN 
TRENDS

A ccording to ELLE Decoration UK, 
bold is in and pale is out. In 
their feature, Jonathan Rachman 

of Decorist says “Monochromatic does 
not have to be pale. Colours like Cobalt 
Blue, Kelly Green, or even Aubergine 
can evoke monochromatic in a daring 
way,that’s full of personality and elegance. 
The pale-coloured monochromatic rooms 
(all in taupe or grey or white) with all the 
furniture, walls, floors and fabrics in the 
same pale colour palette will be out in 
2020. There’s something called ‘too safe,’ 
and while it may be soothing or calm, it 
can lack personality and excitement.”

5 Interior Design 
Trends to watch 

in 2020
What’s in and what’s out?

In: Real Plants
Out: Faux Plants

Not being able to keep a plant alive 
these days is a real faux pas (see what I 
did there?). The trend of bringing the 
outdoors in has been a strong one for 
a few years, and it continues to rise. 
Add greenery (and air purification) 
to your interiors with indoor plants 
– many of which are hard to kill, so 
there’s no excuse! If you’d really like 
low-maintenance, pick succulents. 
“Drought-tolerant and virtually 
indestructible, the best thing about 
succulents and cacti is you don’t 
need a green thumb to grow them,” 
according to HomestoLove.com.au. 
Mimic the theme throughout your 
space with Taylor Blinds & Shutters’ 
Dim-out Roller Blinds in Leaf. 

Image source: NMC SA www.nmcsa.co.za

In: Earthy Tones
Out: Cool Tones

The ELLE Decoration UK trend 
report went on to note: “Say goodbye 
to the cool tones that have ruled for so 
many years. Shades of chocolate brown, 
wine, olive green, and yellow ochre 
are all taking over in homes. We love 
substituting these warm, natural colours 
for a neutral on the sofa or walls,” says 
Marika Meyer of Meyer Interiors. Add a 
touch of warmth to your space – and amp 
up your security concurrently – with 
Taylor Blinds & Shutters’ Shutterguard 
Aluminium Security Shutters in Matt 
Bronze. 

In: Multi-functional design
Out: One-dimensional design

As with our own busy lives of juggling 
multiple roles, our furniture and décor should be 
multifunctional too! Something Taylor Blinds 
& Shutters prides itself on – offering solutions 
for various scenarios with one product. For 
example, the Thermowood Shutters. Beautiful 
to look at and divine to touch, these shutters, 
available in various shades, allow in natural 
light, provide privacy on demand, and easily 
transform rooms by merging indoor-and-
outdoor living when stacked. 

In: Velvet furnishings
Out: Overly-patterned upholstery

According to CollectedInterior.com, 2020 is 
the year of velvet when  it comes to interiors and 
soft furnishings. the perfect blend of luxury and 
comfort. When most people think of velvet, they’re 
often thinking about the old red velvet upholstery 
of yesteryear. This year, and into the next, interior 
design firms are taking a deep dive into velvet design 
options, particularly for sofas. And, our colour 
options are wider than ever. We’re talking vibrant 
blues, pinks, burnt orange and shades of taupe. The 
possibilities for velvet furniture in 2020 are endless.

www.taylorblinds.co.za

dw
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RETAIL 
DESIGN

COORDINATION ASIA’s projects 
at Nike House of Innovation 
Shanghai won the Jury Prize 

Award for the Pop-Up Store of the Year 
category at the Frame Awards 2020. 

The Frame Awards 2020 has received 
almost 1,076 submissions from hundreds 
of design studios from over 51 countries 
across the globe. The jury panel for the 
spatial award retail category consists 
of internationally renowned directors 
from top brands. From hundreds of 
submissions, the jury selected our project 
at Nike House of Innovation Shanghai as 
the Pop-Up Store of the Year.

Since 2018, COORDINATION ASIA 
has helped Nike to create a changing 
curated retail experience with a series 

COORDINATION ASIA’s 
projects at Nike 

House of Innovation 
Shanghai won the 
Jury Prize Award 
for the Pop-Up 

Store of the Year 
category at the 

Frame Awards 2020

Interactive Installation “Compression”- The “sense of air” is materialised through a button-trig-
gered installation, demonstrating robotic arms pressing the featured footwear onto an inflated 

ballon.

Speaker Installation - The engage installation is a sculptural work comprising 120 speakers channeling 
street-sourced sounds, visualising the sounds of the city as the main theme of the space.

Visual Representation of Focus - The speaker installation guides visitors’ attention to the featured footwear with dramatic 
shapes and alignments, materialising athletes’ focused state of mind despite the noise in the background.
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RETAIL 
DESIGN

of thematic in-store installations 
that capture the key moments in the 
innovation process. These regularly 
changing in-store installations unveiled 
the outstanding retail concept at Nike’s 
“House of Innovation”, an experimental 
and experience-driven flagship store.

The curated shopping experience offers 
consumers a peek behind the curtain 
of Nike’s biggest innovation moments 
and creative journeys, from research 
to production. Thematic immersive 
experiences were created for three 
collections between 2018 and 2019, 
revealing distinctive stories of innovation 
and presenting the products in a way that 
catches the interlocutor’s attention. 

What’s presented at House of 
Innovation Shanghai is a series of 
immersive experiences carefully 
curated to tell the story of innovation 
and design. The technical details and 
technology behind the creation of each 
product are transformed into story-
telling installations that not only allow 
consumers to understand the products 
from another perspective and through 
interaction but also engage them in the 
creative process. 

What differentiates House of 
Innovation Shanghai is that the theme 
changes every few weeks along with 
featured collections and the entire space 
changes overnight accordingly. Each 
“make-over” is a new iteration of the core 
concept rendered into the enthralling 
lab-like environment. By including the 
backstage and design in the making, 
the thematic installations at House of 
Innovation Shanghai have created a new 
outlook for retail experiences. 

dw

Bubble Display - Mannequin display is placed in an inflated translucent bubble 
that is squeezed inside the aluminium frame, following the overall narrative of 
the space - sensing air.

Lab-like Immersive Environment - Acrylic, 
plastic, steel machinery parts and exposed 
tubings are selected to formulate an immer-
sive lab-like environment that matches the 
overarching narrative of the space.

Engage Installation - Striking thematic installations that change every few weeks, tell a compelling 
visual story of the concept of House of Innovation, through lab-like environments and the innovation 
behind the creation of the products.

Immersive Environment - The enthralling florescent green lights, 
matching the colours of a featured footwear collection, constantly flash-
es numbers, immersing customers in a world of speed.

About COORDINATION ASIA
COORDINATION ASIA is an award-winning agency 

for architecture and interior design, specialising in creating 
dynamic and bold environments for museums, exhibitions, 
retail spaces, and hospitality services. Our constant search 
for innovative ideas and extraordinary design solutions is 
what sets us apart.

www.coordination.asia

Interactive Installations - Four showcases demonstrate en-
hanced performance of the footwear through pushbutton-trig-
gered interactive installations, such as releasing steam to show 
lightweight, and activate fans to float fabrics in order to show 
breathability.
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COMMERCIAL 
DESIGN

By some estimates South Africa’s 
cultural and creative industries 
contribute around R63 billion 

per year to the economy (approximately 
1.7% of total GDP). South African 
born co-working office space provider 
Workshop17 believes that the rapidly 
growing flexible office industry can 
do more to support the local creative 
economy.

• Africa’s leading co-working office space 
provider boosts local property design 
talent

• 70% of Workshop 17’s suppliers are 
local.

South African design, entrepreneurship 
and collaboration is close to the heart of 
Workshop17, who is making the most of 
every opportunity to showcase the work 
of local artisans in its award-winning 
workspaces.

Workshop17’s discreetly elegant, 
contemporary office spaces, located 
in seven secure buildings across the 
cities of Johannesburg and Cape 
Town, are furnished with the creative 
outputs of local designers and furniture 
manufacturers who highly value their 
collaborative relationship with the firm. 
The partnerships facilitate the creation 
of local jobs, business growth and 

increased collaboration amongst local 
industry players. The workspaces provide 
an inspiring, adaptable environment; 
favoured by members who include 
freelancers, start-ups, non-profits, 
small businesses and even innovative 
corporates.

Investing in local creative talent, smme’s 
and jobs

Nisha Parbhoo, lead architect in the 
design of Workshop17’s office spaces, 
shares that the firm is passionate about 
showcasing the work of local designers, 
some of whom exhibit their work at 
leading industry events such as Cape 

Workshop17 calls for local co-working office industry to support 
local designers

Town’s Design Indaba. One of these 
designers is Marcus van der Hoven of 
Takk Studio.

Parbhoo says “Workshop17 provides 
workspaces ideally designed for its 
member clients to ensure a refreshing 
and stimulating environment in which 
to work. We prefer to partner with South 
African designers as far as possible. It is 
inspiring and rewarding to be able to 
collaborate with local talent in creating 
uniquely beautiful work environments for 
our members.” 

She further highlights the firm’s 
tremendous respect for the expertise 
of local designers who bring bespoke 
concepts to life, enhancing the range 
of office spaces offered. Parbhoo adds, 
“By working closely with local creatives, 
our workspaces can be designed to meet 
the unique needs of individual client 
members. Whether it’s the curating of 
specific style paintings or the installation 
of fit for purpose cabinets and colour 
coding there is the flexibility to create 
the ideal flexible workspace to members’ 
specifications.”

“There is a whole psychology around 
the design of a workplace and how work 
environments encourage creativity and 
innovation. Our workspaces are all very 
different from one location to the next. 
We avoid any formulaic approach,” 
Parbhoo concludes.
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Pull Up A Chair

Strengthening local manufacturing
Houtlander co-founder Phillip 

Hollander - whose firm has designed 
standalone furniture, cafe tables and 
benches for Workshop17 - said it 
was “amazing” to see the company 
“supporting, appreciating and celebrating” 
local designers. The Johannesburg based 
manufacturing business, which he co-
founded with Stephen Wilson, employs 
35 people. “It’s great to see organisations 
choosing to buy local and support local 
and making sure we grow the economy 
and that jobs are created locally instead of 
importing furniture. We have such a great 
pool of South African furniture designers 
and makers who don’t always get the jobs 
and opportunities. It has been amazing 
to see them appreciating and celebrating 
local,” Hollander says.

Designer David Krynauw said he had 
developed furniture solutions based on 
Workshop17’s customer requirements as 
the firm identified its clients’ needs and its 
spaces evolved. Krynauw, who employs 85 
people at his factory in Johannesburg, was 

responsible for designing Workshop17’s 
desk solution as well as its innovative 
modular office partitioning system. “I 
value the relationship because they have 
challenged my design and manufacturing 
capabilities. They were my biggest 
customer last year and it has enabled me 
to grow my business,” Krynauw says.

“Workshop17 is in the business 
of nurturing the growth of local 
entrepreneurs and our investment in 
local designers is an extension of this 

commitment. We source the vast majority 
of our building design assets locally – that 
includes locally designed tables, chairs, 
crockery, light fixtures, cupboards and 
so much more. It would be very easy to 
import all of our resources more cheaply 
from the Far East, but we believe South 
African creatives are world-class and are 
a force to be reckoned with when it comes 
to designing the work spaces of the future” 
says Paul Keursten, CEO of Workshop17. 

“In co-working.org’s recent analysis, 
South Africa is one of the top 25 major 
nations with the highest density of 
coworking spaces compared to their 
population. There is a huge opportunity 
in our industry to jobs and suppliers in 
the creative economy” adds Keursten.

www.workshop17.co.za

dw
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PULL UP A 
CHAIR

There’s something about chairs that 
makes them the favourite child 
of the furniture family. Perhaps 

because of their size, they’re accessible to 
collectors and can more easily be passed 
on through the generations. More than 
any other category of furniture, chairs 
have gained cult status and many of them 
have not yet outgrown their favour. 

The peak of modern chair design was 
undoubtedly the middle of the 20th 
century, where designers like Charles and 
Ray Eames, Werner Panton, Hans Wegner 
and other greats created chairs that are 
sought after to this day, becoming true 
icons of the design world. When spoken 
in the design context, anybody, anywhere 
links the names Barcelona, Tulip, Egg or 
Wishbone to seating. In this sense, chair 
design has gained an allure of its own.

Prior to the modern chair designs, 
there are a few pioneers to note. The 
Adirondack chair is a quintessential 
classic outdoor chair with its low-slung 
profile, wide arm rests and tilted, curved 
backrest. While its early iteration was 
designed by Thomas Lee in 1903 and 
named after the Adirondack Mountains, 

today, sustainable versions such as those 
from POLYWOOD are made from 
recycled plastic milk jugs which offer 
durability and ease of maintenance 
second to none. 

Even before that, a pre-eminent 
masterpiece was born, cue the No. 14 
Chair, designed by Michael Thonet in 1859. 

Pull up a Chair
by Mila Crewe Brown

The No. 14 was and still is created using 
steam bending, a then-new technology 
which rendered the chair the world’s first 
mass-produced item of furniture. It was 
the chair’s simplicity, being made from 
just 6 pieces of bentwood, 10 screws and 
2 nuts, that made it such a cult favourite, 
together with its café and bistro friendly 
functionality. So ground-breaking was 
the design that it won Gold at the Paris 
Exposition in 1867 with approximately 50 
million No. 14 Chairs purchased between 
1859 and 1930.

Given that they withstand such hard 

use, the demands on chairs are incredibly 
high: they should be functional, 
comfortable, attractive and long-lasting. 
And sometimes, the need for seating 
to perform more than one role arises. 
Designer Joe Doucet has responded to 
this need with his Rely benches. These 3D 
printed concrete seats won the Dezeen 
Seating Design of the Year award in 2019 
for their subversion of fear and terrorism. 
Linked together by steel rods, with each 
one weighing more than a ton these sleek 
public benches are designed to skid on 
discs to form a barrier when a vehicle 

drives into them.
Locally, we cannot overlook Haldane 

Martin, whose focus on chair design has 
given birth to some of our best loved 
perches. With his honourable nod to local 
culture (cue the Zulu Mama chair) as well 
as his more recent honouring of retro 
favourites like the Papa Sun and Hula 
chairs, he has risen as the country’s top 
seating designer of chairs.

In an effort to reduce our impact on 
the earth, more furniture designers are 
looking to alternative materials and 
methods of production in their design of 
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furniture. For example, ATRA recently 
launched their Nerthus-Sofa collection 
of loungers, ottomans and chairs, made 
with FSC reclaimed wood frames and a 
hemp-based textile which requires 50% 
less water to make. The collection is also 
modular, which appeals to our love of 
flexible design in the modern home.

Marrying comfort and practicality, 
Dedon’s Brea Lounge Chair designed 
by Edward Barber and Jay Osgerby was 
released end of last year and uses a clever 
pocket system whereby the chair’s comfy, 
upholstered cushions can be slipped on 
and off of its looped metal frames with 
absolute ease.

With 3-way adjustable armrests, 
seat depth extension and a genius self-
centring suspension system that allows 
the body to tilt sideways, it’s no surprise 
that the AT187 ergonomic office chair 
has scooped numerous design awards 
since it was released last year. Designers 
Wilkhahn aim to support dynamic sitting, 
thereby reducing backache and promoting 
wellness, since we now sit more than ever 
before.

The strong will of making a good 
chair, Sidiz has consistently 
studied seating to create values 

of comfort for the last 33 years. Through 
accumulated experience in design and 
technology, Sidiz has been recognized 
as a major brand in office seating, 
and has proudly extended its brand 
competitiveness to 70 countries. 

The most classic yet advanced chair 
of Sidiz, T50 has been a steady seller 
since its first launch in 2007, recording a 

remarkable achievement of selling 1.8M 
chairs worldwide. T50 has been chosen by 
major global companies including IBM, 
Manchester United, General Electric, 
United Nations, Toyota, Softbank etc.

 
The freedom your whole body enjoys

  The best ergonomics in a chair means 
you are now aware of being seated while 
on the chair. Chair features making 
this possible with highly sophisticated 
adjustability and functionalities that 

should free you of what disrupts your 
full immersion in life. Having all of these 
features along with easy handling, T50 
series’ high performances promise “the 
freedom your whole body enjoys” at the 
moment of synchronizing yourself with 
the chair. 

The well-proportionated build, casting a 
spell on your space  

The silhouette from the neckrest 
through the backrest to the bottom of 
tilt outlines the most beautiful line in the 
world. This slim and slender line from 
the elegant harmony of inspiring shape 
and translucent material opens up a new 
perspective of your space by casting a 
spell of design, which generates vivid 
contrast between the outline-driven space 
and T50. 

Creative expansion of the slim and 
slender line

 People want special chairs in the space 
where critical matters are decided and 
valuable guests are served. The elegant 
lines of the T50 Conference series creates 
a more impressive ambience and allows 
lively communication. Feel another 
design touch of T50 Conference in 
another space in your life.

011 966 8126 
www.phdesigns.co.za

BATHROOMS

dw

BATHROOMS
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PULL UP A 
CHAIR

Sidiz is a specialized seating brand under 
the  umbrella of Fursys Group

Represented in South Africa by PH Designs.
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Kitchens

PULL UP A 
CHAIR

Best Home Office Chairs

More and more people are 
working from home – and 
many of those people may be 

working from home for the first time due 
to the current health crisis the world is 
facing.  If that’s you, you probably don’t 
have a very comprehensive work-from-
home setup – and if not, one of the first 
things you should buy is a decent office 
chair.

There are a few reasons why you should 
get a good office chair.  Not only are office 
chairs more comfortable than other chairs 
you might be using in your home, but 
they’re also much easier on your back. 
Ensuring that you minimise the risk of 
back problems later in life.

Good office chairs will also offer 
armrests and adjustments to ensure that 
you’re as comfortable as possible while 
you’re working.

Interested in getting a new chair for 
your home office?  We’ve rounded up 
the best home office chairs for you to 
consider:

ERGOMEDIC
This is Cecil Nurse’s top of the range 

office chair.  The Ergomedic offers an 
ergonomic design that should ensure 
you’ll remain comfortable throughout 
the day.  On top of that, the chair offers a 
height adjustable back rest with breathable 
mesh and four elastic traverse bands, 
a comfortable ergonomically shaped 
moulded foam seat with integrated seat 
depth and seat tilt. 

ERGOHUMAN
Want a high-quality chair but 

don’t want to spend the extra cash? 
The Ergohuman may not be quite as 
high-tech, but it still boasts 
a classic design and an 
ultra-comfortable feel.  
The chair comes with a 
synchro-tilt mechanism, 
automatic lumbar sup-
port, 3D armrests, 
adjustable in height 
with pivot and sliding 
function.  

ENJOY WEIGHT 
BALANCE

There are plenty of 
benefits to mesh back chairs, 
like the fact that they’re much cooler 
because of the extra ventilation.  This 
chair offers several adjustments too, like 
a fully automatic weight balance tension 
mechanism.

GIRO
If you want a decent office chair on a 

budget, then this chair from Cecil Nurse 
is a great option.  The chair is built from 
comfortable materials and is available 
with simple or knee tilt mechanism, 
height adjustable arms with a soft PU top.

GENIDIA
Gaming chairs are often built for 

ergonomics, and this chair is no exception  
 

  
 
to that rule.  The chair is aimed at offering 
a comfortable experience, even over long 
periods of time.   It has an aluminium 
base to ensure that it’s nice and strong.  
The chair can get a little pricey, but it’s not 
over-the-top expensive and is perfect for 
those who expect to sit in their chair all 
day.

This is just the tip of the iceberg in terms 
of Cecil Nurse’s chair offering.  You can 
visit www.cecilnurse.co.za to view much 
more and you can purchase a suitable 
chair for your needs via our online shop.

 www.cecilnurse.co.za

Genidia Giro Ergohuman

Enjoy weight balance

Ergomedic
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remain and provide a handy spot to drop 
your keys.

Round Café Table
A small round table and a couple of 

chairs are all you need for this classic 
setup that evokes a sidewalk café in Paris. 
Choose a petite table and chairs to keep 
the dining space from feeling crowded.

Double Duty
You may not have room for an island 

and a kitchen table, so why not choose a 
piece that can do both? Just pull up some 
stools and change your center island into 
an instant dining area.

Drop-A-Leaf
A drop-leaf table is a serious space 

saver. The base serves as extra counter 
space and the leaves can be raised or 
lowered depending on how many seats 
you need to cater for.

Pick a Pedestal
If you need to pack all the people 

in, opt for a pedestal table. It’s able to 
accommodate more chairs since there are 
no corner legs to get in the way. 

Hide and seek
If you’re having an island built from 

scratch, consider adding a hideaway 
table to the design. The piece slides out 
for meals or when you need extra space 
for food prep and tucks back in when not 
needed.

Breakfast nooks come in all shapes and 
sizes and have gained and lost popularity 

as people change their style and level of 
living. Yet, they will always be a favourite 
with small and large families who do not 
necessarily like all the heat in the kitchen 
but love the warmth they contribute to 
family life. Once “nooked” and you are 
hooked.

KITCHENS

dw

Whether you agree on breakfast 
being the most important 
meal of the day or not, is not 

as important as your state of mind while 
indulging in that first sip of coffee or tea 
of the day. 

Breakfast should not be slouching 
or hanging over a counter top waiting 
for a half burnt slice of toast to pop up, 
while sipping on something hot as you 
whirlwind you way to the door, grabbing 
your keys and bags on the way out. Yes 
these days do come up and it happens 
in the best of families. Although we have 
schedules and plans for almost every hour 
of the day, life sometimes has a way of 
getting away from us before we even get 
out of bed.

Consider starting your mornings with 
a sense of the peace and tranquillity you 
deserve...

You should be calm and relaxed – sitting 
in a comfortable spot that is conducive 
to intimate conversations and meals. A 
formal dining room can feel too fancy for 
everyday use while a cosy culinary corner 
or bold modern breakfast nook just has 
that inviting easiness of being seated 

in the kitchen area but without being a 
nuisance underfoot. A breakfast nook 
allows you to chat and lounge at intervals 
while you cook and catch up with family 
or friends as you brew up a bistro or two. 
Breakfast nooks can also play double duty 
as homework stations and intimate spots 
for candlelit dinners.

A breakfast nook is a perfect way to 
enhance your kitchen space and no matter 

how large or small, it is sure to lend new 
charm and comfort to your home. Keep 
it cosy and homely or go bold and crazy 
with colours or try something sleek and 
modern—but make it yours. Bring this 
kind of beauty and tranquility into your 
own kitchen space where you can sit and 
gather energy and momentum for what 
lies ahead.

A few ideas to consider making use of 
the space you have in or near your kitchen 
area to accommodate a small table with 
two or more chairs:

Window seat
Bay windows make one of the easiest 

spots for breakfast nooks ever. Pull up a 
table and chairs and suddenly your bay 
window is being used to its full potential.

Ledge up
Got an empty wall? Get a piece of 

wood and some sturdy L-brackets and a 
supporting pole with mounting brackets. 
A simple D.I.Y effort could get this up in 
no time.

A Folding Table
This ingenious idea keeps the floor 

space clear the rest of the day. Some 
versions fold completely flat against the 
wall, while others have slim surfaces that 

Getting hooked on 
a breakfast nook.

by Gideon Schutte
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The kitchen is often referred to as 
the heart of the home. It’s a multi-
functional room where many 

families do more than just prepare meals. 
From catching up with loved ones in the 
evening over a glass of wine to reading 
the morning paper, the kitchen is where 
multiple activities take place throughout 
the day so it’s only fitting that the lighting 
needs to meet the demands of the space.

Pendant lighting is both functional 
and decorative and is a commonly used 
fixture in the kitchen, especially if there 
is a centre island, dining room table, or 
breakfast bench in the room. If you decide 
to install pendants, take note of what 
other sources of light already exist in the 
room and think about how your pendant 
lighting will complement them so your 
room has a layered lighting look. When 
you layer lighting in any room of the home 
it brings the room to life and prevents it 
from looking flat and one dimensional. 
You ultimately want your kitchen to have 
task lighting, ambient lighting, and accent 
lighting. Once you’ve narrowed down 
what your kitchen is missing, you can 
select your pendants accordingly.

TASK LIGHTING
If you’re installing pendant lights 

to help you see better when you chop 
vegetables or read from a recipe book, 
then their primary role is to serve as 
task lighting. To ensure your pendants 
are giving you focused directional light 
you need a design that has an open or 
translucent bottom so that the light shines 
directly downward at a high intensity. 
This will give you sufficient illumination 
for detailed oriented tasks. Keep in mind 
though, that if the light is too harsh you 
could strain your eyes and it can create an 

unpleasant atmosphere in the kitchen for 
those times when tasks are completed and 
you’re relaxing over a meal. To prevent 
this from happening, use a lower output 
bulb or install a dimmer switch. The 
general height rule for hanging pendants 
above the kitchen island is 75 to 90 cm 
from the bottom of the fixture to the 
countertop. However, pendants that 
function as task lighting may need to be 
suspended slightly lower. For this reason, 
pendants that are slimmer in shape are 
ideal so that they don’t block anyone’s line 
of vision.

AMBIENT LIGHTING
Pendant lighting is often used to 

provide the kitchen with overall general 
illumination so that its occupants can 
move around safely and comfortably. 
This is ambient lighting and it gently 
illuminates the entire room as opposed to 
targeting a specific spot, as task lighting 
does. For this purpose, you’ll probably 

need multiple pendants suspended in a 
row so that your kitchen is bathed in an 
even wash of light. If food prep happens 
in a different area of your kitchen and 
your island is used more for socialising 
and eating, then choose bulbs and 
pendant designs that offer softer light so 
that ambience is more intimate and cosy.

ACCENT LIGHTING
Accent lighting typically highlights a 

design feature in a room, such as a painting 
or unique architecture. While pendant 
lighting is usually not tasked with this 
role, it can be used to showcase beautiful 
marble countertops or polished metal 
elements in the kitchen. For example, a 
pendant shining directly onto a terrazzo 
countertop brings out the varying flecks 
of colour and sparkle in the stone making 
it a design feature in the kitchen.

www.radiant.co.za
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KITCHENS

Pendant lighting in the kitchen

As the technology market leader and supplier of a complete product 
range for public sanitary facilities, Franke South Africa offers both 
standard products as well as customised solutions. These meet the 

highest quality standards and customer requirements.
Franke provides touch-free fittings for usage in heavily frequented 

washrooms, wards and rest rooms, which are extremely convenient and 
guarantee significantly improved hygiene conditions.

Franke South Africa’s touch-free accessories range includes sensor 
operated soap dispensers, paper towel dispensers and hand dryers.

Features of these Hands-free Products:
• Optimum Sanitary Hygiene
• Hygienic Grade 304 Stainless Steel
• Resource Efficient
• Vandal Resistant
• Infra-Red Sensor Operated

031 001 5000  
enquiry.fsa@franke.com  

www.franke.co.za

Franke hands free range
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KITCHENS

Beluga, designed by Ferruccio 
Laviani, is one of the most iconic 
kitchens of Rastelli. Characterized 

by rigorous geometry, able to modulate 
and give rhythm to the space in a 
continuous alternation between full and 
empty, it also creates an elegant balance 
between metal and wood shades.

An example of this is the composition in 
ash, Hielo which includes a series of wall-
hung elements. Unlike the island versions, 
in this case the kitchen develops as a wall 
unit: a series of modules allows you to 
outline the cooking area, the washing area 
and the working area as needed; with just 
as much design freedom, it is possible to 
design shelves, shelving systems and open 
units realized with a light metal structure.

The metal becomes the protagonist 
element of Beluga: this material, chosen 
for the tubulars that define the essential 

Beluga’s Wall-
Mounted Elements
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geometry of the kitchen, create a refined 
combination with the wood of the doors. 
And further, the perforated sheet gives at 
the same time strength and lightness to 
the composition, creating an interesting 
game of light and shadows.

Not overlooking the functionality, the 
kitchen is equipped with large drawers 
and provides tall units to house the pantry 
and household appliances. The strong 
visual impact, the solid geometry and the 
careful selection of materials once again 
show the attention that Rastelli pays to 
the value of design and to Made in Italy, 
also thanks to the collaboration with such 
designers as Ferruccio Laviani.

www.cavalleri.com
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On The Shelf
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FABRICSON THE 
SHELF

There was a time when a walk-in 
wardrobe was the ultimate luxury, 
and it may still be for some; 

but for many, a thoughtfully designed 
freestanding or built in cupboard, with 
luxury finishes and all the trimmings 
is even better. Whether for storage, 
organisation, display or zoning in the 
home or office, shelves are a multi-faceted 
design solution. Modular shelving, 
high end custom designed wardrobes 
and display shelves are what define the 
shelving industry today. 

A host of iconic designs cropped up in 
the middle of the 20th century by iconic 
designers wanting to make their mark 
on the home organisation sector, many 
of which are still very popular today. 
Some of these include the 606 Universal 
Shelving System by Dieter Rams, Franco 
Albini’s retro 835 Infinitio for Cassina 
and the iconic String System by Nisse 
Strinning whose metal ladder system has 
triggered a multitude of copies.

Open shelving in kitchens became 
a trend a couple of years ago and is still 
popular, but those using it should be 

cautioned to plan their layouts carefully, 
either grouping items by colour or type 
or reserving their kitchen shelves for 
beautiful vignettes: a trailing plant and a 
stack of beloved cooking books. 

When it comes to cabinets in the 
kitchen, there has been a move toward 
keeping all cupboards below the 
counter, leaving the upper reaches free 
for expressions of style, like a wall of 
artisanal tiles, top to bottom, or a couple 
of beautiful wall lights. Another trend 
that remains in this part of the home is 
a single, long and shallow shelf that runs 
the length of a wall above the counter, 
bringing a sense of decorative expression 
into the kitchen and introducing a strong, 
linear element to the space.

In the bedroom space there has been 
an emphasis on less is more and quality 
is more. The idea of stripping back and 

celebrating those quality fashion staples 
has lead to wardrobes that are designed 
as showpieces. Timber and glass fronted 
cabinets with dedicated sections for 
hanging are becoming more common and 
often include drawers for organisation and 
open boxes or pull out glass shelves where 
a tray for jewellery or fragrances can be 
artfully displayed and easily accessed. 

It was Vipp who first made the black 
steel kitchen unit something ultra-sexy 
and covetable. Their mix of functionality, 
contemporary lines and industrial style 
is something that has only grown in 
popularity. Their U-shaped aluminium 
shelves are a clever solution, offering two 
levels of storage in one unit, they’re slim-
lined, characteristically utilitarian and 
modern. 

Modular shelving has become the go-to 
for our modern way of living. What most 

people want for their own homes today is 
the flexibility to express themselves and 
customise according to their own needs. 
As such we’ve been seeing more designers 
offering modular shelving systems suitable 
for home use. For example, Dokter & 
Misses’ Format Shelf is a variable system 
of strips and metal shelves that offers the 
user the opportunity to design their own 
shelves. 

Designed to be shown off, Rimadesio’s 
Day Collection consists of similarly 
flexible shelves with a sophisticated, 
contemporary aesthetic at the higher 
end of the scale. Their bookshelves are 
predominantly open-sided, doubling up 
as room dividers if so desired and come in 
a host of elegant finishes from aluminium 
to wood and regenerated leather. 

The Haller system, designed by Fritz 
Haller and Paul Schaerer for Swiss 
brand USM (available locally through 
Magicode) uses a clever ball and tube 
system which offers complete flexibility in 
terms of design options and major ease of 
assembly. These units offer customisable 
features such as movable lighting, 
different colours and dimensions and 
work well to partition offices and homes.

On the Shelf or 
Shelf Life

by Mila Crewe Brown

dw
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Versatile, intelligent, flexible: 
System enters the home and 
the office to meet the needs of 

personalities, inclinations and lifestyles 
of those who live there. With the wide 
variety and superior quality of its finishes, 
System is the ideal solution to plan 
custom furnishing projects, since it can 
be intelligently adapted to create highly 
diverse settings: classic, sophisticated, 
informal, or elegantly traditional. 
Multifunctional and eclectic due to the 
many functions it provides, System can 
be used as a bookcase, a module for 
electronic media, a study area, or even as 
an element to subdivide rooms and create 
equipped walls. Inspired by the precision 
and flexible project features of fine 
contemporary design, System has a strong 
and balanced personality defining room 
areas in a definitive way, while improving 
their efficiency and appearance.

System - Multifunctional 01, 02
The System eucalyptus bookcase is a 

bold architectural presence that, designed 

from floor to ceiling, is suitable for 
different uses. A base unit with drawers 
is surmounted by a big shelf that can be 
used to sit, put the TV set, place a picture 
or various objects thanks to the very large 
Frame Grande Luce module upholstered 
in écru linen fabric, that offers a space 
for life. The equipped wall continues 
upwards, with a first series of lighted glass 
units and 5 additional shelves to store 
one’s own collection of books and objects.

System - Multifunctional 03, 04
To enhance the architecture of the 

space is a System equipped wall solution, 
a large yet light composition, thanks to a 
succession of full and empty spaces, wood 
and refined metal finishes. The glass 
cabinet with burnished brass Iron doors 
and glass shelves with led lights offers a 
larger space inside thanks to the upright 
on the front that replaces the wooden 
side panel. The soft textile back panel and 
the bookend boxes with an iron finishing 
complete this masculine and rigorous 
solution.

Porro 
new compositions system

FABRICSON THE 
SHELF
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On The Terrace

System - Multifunctional 05, 06
The matt blue denim lacquered Lift 

vertical sliding doors customise the 
System equipped wall, interrupting its 
total look in barrique oak, the veneer 
with neutral warm grey tones. When 
opened, they reveal two large modules 
with a backdrop of the same colour, 
which can be used as a tv-base or a storage 
compartment.

System - Interparete 01
On the left, a teak floor-to-ceiling 

System composition creates an 
architectural backdrop for the office space 
– in a fun random arrangement featuring 
areas without a back panel. 

System - Interparete 02
The scenographic System bookshelf 

runs full-length from the floor to the 
ceiling, placing all bets on the strong tactile 
impact of its finishing here presented in 
teak, a warm wooden essence that varies 

from pale yellow to bronze with hints of 
red; it is also available in all the varieties 
of the Porro wooden selection.

System - Interparete 03, 04
The glass sliding door with iron frame, 

high lightness framed by an elegant metal 
profile, enlivens System in eucalyptus 
front view. The 33 and the 49.5 cm units 
are customized by the removable drawer 
trays in natural or black stained hemlock, 
for an accurate and diversified order.

System Hanging 01
The System hanging composition in 

Canaletto walnut with interior lights, 
features the sliding door hiding the tv set 
and a long suspended shelf depth 60 mm, 
both in heat treated oak. Presented in 
the 230 mm depth, it is completed by the 
contrasting blue reale back panels.

www.porro.com
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ON THE 
SHELF
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Knit, the collection resulting 
from collaboration with Patrick 
Norguet in 2015, has become a 

true Ethimo outdoor style icon and it now 
sees the addition of two new elements 
with extraordinarily welcoming lines.

A comfortable sofa and a cosy 
armchair write a ‘new chapter’ in the 
story of a lounge and dining collection 
that is increasingly more complete and 
in constant evolution thanks to a desire 
to experiment with volumes, finishes 
and unusual fabrics, while preserving its 
outstanding, unmistakable features.

These two new outdoor creations in fact 
respect the characteristic ‘genetic matrix’ 
of the wider collection, interpreted by the 
union of natural or pickled teak used for 
the structure with the woven rope of the 
seat.

Soft wellbeing for 
relaxing al fresco

The ample proportions of the sofa and 
lounge armchair help to create a real al 
fresco sitting-room and ensure perfect 
ergonomics.

The fine new fabrics Chess and Red 
Diamonds, used to upholster the seat 
cushions and backs, highlight the softness 
of these volumes, suggesting an immediate 
sensation of comfort and wellbeing.

Together, these two new elements 
‘dialogue’ to create unusual, sophisticated 
compositions for furnishing both 
residential and contract interiors with 
practical elegance.

In a perfect equilibrium of shape and 
texture that conveys fascinating tactile 
and visual perceptions, the Knit collection 
offers a vison of outdoor living that is 
always dynamic and contemporary.

www.cavalleri.com

ON THE 
TERRACE
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BATHROOMS 
OF NOTE

The bathroom can sometimes be 
neglected by homeowners, but 
it needn’t be an ugly duckling 

hidden away in the darkest corner of 
the family home. Show off your space 
with confidence by creating a modern 
farmhouse bathroom design. 

Farmhouse décor is often thought to 
be synonymous with rustic or shabby 
chic. However, it can be done with a 
more modern approach as well. The 
modern farmhouse style is characterized 
by capturing feelings of warmth and 
comfort, while still tying in modern 
design elements. To achieve the look in 
your own home, keep the overall colour 
scheme light and airy to create a sense of 
modernity, but add a variety of textures 
mixing woods and metals for instance, to 
give the space a sense of depth. 

Try adding rustic accents to the décor, 
choose a wooden floor in a herringbone 
pattern, like the one pictured here. Select 

styling items from salvaged materials 
mixed with industrial elements like a 
unique light fixture or mirror frame, and 
stainless steel bathroom accessories by 
Bathroom Butler.

Whether you live in the country or 
the city, you can enjoy a beautiful farm-
inspired space in a any setting with this 
modern take on the farmhouse bathroom.

www.bathroombutler.com

Our team of designers have 
set themselves a modest, 
unassuming goal in their day-to-

day lives: Design Perfection.
 This is what has driven them to create 

the stylish and beautiful new Felicity 
ladder rail. A non-heated, wall-standing 
towel ladder made from Grade 304 
Stainless Steel that not only serves as an 
elegant towel storage solution but also 
creates a designer feature in the bathroom. 
No installation or assembly required. 

 Starting from only R2499 RRP (incl. 
VAT) for the Polished Stainless Steel and 
R2999 for the Matt Black. 

Modern Farmhouse 
Bathroom by 

Bathroom Butler

Introducing the 
FELICITY Ladder 

Rail by LIQUIDRed
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EVENTS

In today’s trade fairs it is quite a 
challenge for a brand to exhibit its 
products and convey its message in 

a creative and memorable way, especially 
when the allotted space is only 20 sqm 
and displaying any of its products is not 
allowed.

The Path is an eye-catching installation 
designed to be exhibited in Domotex, one 
of the world’s largest trade fairs for floor 
coverings in Hannover.

Architects Nail Egemen Yerce and 
Ayça Taylan from Istanbul based studios, 
Yerce Architecture and ZAAS, designed 
this surprising installation for a Turkish 
carpet manufacturing company. Inspired 
by multi-colored fibres used in carpet 
weaving, they created a game where 
the visitors, by using colorful balls 
representing threads and knots, become 
the subjects who produce a carpet.

The installation acts as a communicator 
between the carpet manufacturing 

The Path: An 
interactive 

installation that 
evokes co-creation 
inside a trade fair
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company and the visitors by involving the 
visitors in a game where they experience 
the co-creation of a carpet. Co-creation is 
indeed an important aspect of the actual 
manufacturing process in which the 
brand perception is desired to be built 
upon.

The game which contains a layer of 
vivacious intricacy is easy to be engaged 
in. It is primarily composed of two 
brightly colored metal tracks that are 
constructed in an intertwining manner 
and hung from the ceiling. The visitors, by 
selecting a ball in the color of their choice 
become the participants of an interactive 
game. The balls then travel through the 
curvy route of the carefully calibrated, 
slightly inclined track of the pipes until 
they finally reach the end, where they 
find their way into an empty hole to sit 
in. Sharp, metallic sounds created as balls 
roll inside the tracks and fall onto the base 
platform suggest a curious collaboration 
between motion and sound and invite 
visitors to join the game.

When all the holes on the floor of the 
installation have a ball placed in them 
“in a magically probabilistic way” says 
Nail Egemen Yerce, founder of Yerce 
Architecture, “an abstract rug is created.” 
Ayça Taylan, the co-founder of ZAAS, 
adds that “this image of a rug is the 
product of a collaborative process based 
on arbitrary, individual choices which, 
thus, make the process as interesting as 
the end result.” Once all the holes have 
been filled in, this interactive game is 
repeatable and the end product of each 
completed game is unique.

Another noteworthy aspect of this 
intricate structure is that the tracks have 
been optimized to be built on different 
combinations of only three modules. 
Behind this modular logic lies the 
practicality of being mountable in the two 
day period before the four-day long trade 
fair.

The intertwining composition of the 
tracks under effective lighting becomes 
a dramatic visual and sonic sculpture. In 

the intense environment of a trade fair, 
such an unexpected encounter evokes 
the curiosity of visitors offering them an 
enjoyable and engaging break time as they 
participate in this co-creation game.

www.za-as.com
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Reed Exhibitions confirmed that 
Decorex Cape Town, originally 
planned for 30 April – 3 May 2020, 

will not be taking place this year. New dates 
have been confirmed for 2021 and the show 
will run from 16 -20 June 2021 at the Cape 
Town International Convention Centre 
(CTICC). The decision is a result of multiple 
discussions with the greater industry as 
a result of the impact of the COVID-19 
escalation and upon the advice of local and 
national health authorities.  

Speaking of the decision not to run the 
show in 2020 once the COVID-19 outbreak 
has subsided, Sian Cullingworth, Portfolio 
Director at Decorex Africa, stated: “Decorex 
Africa seeks to act in the best interests of 
our industry and our society. While we 
understand the valuable role that Decorex 
Cape Town plays, the multitude of national 

events in the décor, design and lifestyle 
calendar that are planned for the latter part 
of the year do not favour another consumer 
and trade show for the industry before 
2021. In the interim, digital platforms are 
being explored to support and connect our 
partners during these unprecedented times.”

Decorex Cape Town exhibitors are being 
contacted directly to inform them of the 
cancellation. The news comes in the wake of 
Decorex Durban’s postponement due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. 

“Our thoughts are with everyone who has 
been impacted by COVID-19,” Cullingworth 
continues, “and we thank all our customers 
and partners for their support and patience 
as we navigate unchartered waters.”

decorex.co.za

Decorex Cape Town Postponed Due to COVID-19

About Reed Exhibitions
Reed Exhibitions is the world’s leading event 

organiser, with over 500 events in 43 countries. 
In 2014, Reed brought together over seven 
million event participants from around the 
world, generating billions of dollars in business. 
Today, Reed events are held throughout the 
Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Asia Pacific 
and Africa and organised by 41 fully staffed 
offices. Reed Exhibitions serves 43 industry 
sectors with trade and consumer events. 
It is part of the RELX Group plc, a world-
leading provider of information solutions for 
professional customers across industries. 

www.reedexpo.com

POSTPONED
TO 2021

EVENTS
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ALL ABOUT 
ART

Throughout history, people have 
used flowers to project a variety of 
meanings and messages. Flowers 

accompany our sweetest and most solemn 
moments, one of the few elements equally 
present at both birth and in death. Why is 
it that we are so drawn to flowers? Perhaps 
we see a little of ourselves in them — in 
and out of bloom, vivacious and fragile at 
the same time.

At the intersection of art, technology, 
and multi-sensory elements, The Art 
of Bloom invites guests to explore the 
symbiotic relationship between humanity 
and nature. Showers of petals, interactive 
light, memory invoking scents and sound 
will awaken your senses. Featuring 3,500 
real flowers, 6 million falling petals, and a 
custom fragrance permeating the exhibit, 
the experience opens one’s perspective 
by starting with the familiar. Cutting-
edge lighting technology and Alternative 

Reality interactions blending both the 
physical and digital add to the overall 
feeling of heightened reality. Through 
seven AR stations, visitors activated 
elements of nature that represented the 
concrete and the ethereal needs that 
humans and flowers both share, such 
as soil, water, light, and time. The Art of 
Bloom affords visitors the opportunity 
to connect with - and carefully examine 
their relationship to - nature.

About The Art of Bloom
The Art of Bloom was designed in 

collaboration with Tokyo- and LA-based 
design firm Daikoku Design Institute and 
Intertrend Communications.

The exhibition was open to the public 
from July 24, 2019 through September 29, 
2019 at the Edison Theatre in downtown 
Long Beach. 

The Art of Bloom
A multi-sensory exhibition 

that focuses on the 
symbiotic relationship 

between humans 
and nature.
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About Intertrend Communications
Intertrend is a multicultural creative 

agency that understands the intersection 
of cultures, emerging trends, and 
the interaction between brands and 
consumers. With a passionate team of over 
70 professionals, Intertrend creates deeply 
resonant and exceptional consumer 
experiences. Founded 30 years ago and 
based in both Long Beach, CA and Plano, 
TX, the agency has worked with leading 
brands in automotive, financial services, 
retail, entertainment, pharmaceutical and 
telecom. Intertrend also houses a family 
of entrepreneurial brand units that build 
to its core expertise across digital, content 
and experiential including The Art of 
Bloom, Imprint Culture Lab, Imprint 
Venture Lab, Pow! Wow! Long Beach, 
Unexpected Connections, Architecture 
for Dogs, The Psychic Temple, and 17 
Healthy. Interpreters and interrupters, 
interdisciplinary and international, 
Intertrend is where culture and content 
meet.

About Daikoku Design Institute
Tokyo and LA based Daikoku Design 

Institute  has worked with companies, 
educational organizations, government 
agencies, architectural firms, and artists to 
create projects in various fields since 2011. 
Some major projects include art direction 
for MUJI annual global Christmas 
campaign (2009-2014); branding for 
PRISTINE, the most renowned organic 
cotton brand in Japan (2010); art direction 
for the skincare brand Dear Mayuko 
(2016); and package design for Koshino 
Kanbai, one of Japan’s most renowned 
premium sake brands (2015)

 www.theartofbloom.com
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ALL ABOUT 
ART

For a long time, the Japanese have 
been piling up colours from olden 
times to express sacred things. Also, 

piling up paper with square silhouettes 
has been used as a thing representing 
sacred depth. The designer created a 
space that transforms the atmosphere by 
changing from various colours with the 
squares “piling up” as a motif.

Art space for 
Japanese dance 

wins Frame Awards 
2020 - Set design 

of the year
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Panels flying in the air put the focus 
on the dancer while covering the space 
above the stage. The panels also depict 
the appearance of light passing through 
the space that can not be seen without 
them. The panels were made from a mesh 
of ultra-thin transparent threads made of 
a double-layered resin. This allows panels 
to receive a moderate amount of light, and 
the panels will appear and disappear. The 
panels overlap intricately; the plurality of 
strings that hang each panel is calculated 
to not cross each other.

This space focuses on Japanese-dance.

About Nakamura Kazunobu Design-
Works

This is an art studio for Kazunobu 
Nakamura to create designs.

The studio that designs spaces such as 
installation design and interior design.

 nkdesign-works-blog.tumblr.com
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Casa Burés, Barcelona
Barcelona, Spain
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Casa Burés was built between 1900 and 1905 by the Catalan 
architect Francesc Berenguer i Mestres, a close collaborator 
of Antoni Gaudí. The building was named after its first owner, 

Francesc Burés, a businessman with one of Spain’s most successful 
textile companies.

The building has 7.700 square metres distributed over six floors and is 
listed since 1979, enjoying the highest protection category as cultural 
heritage. The building was nearly abandoned for some years and 
some original elements were vandalized. 

After three years of a careful restoration work by the best artisans, 
Casa Burés has emerged as one of the most representative Modernist-
style buildings in Barcelona. The modernist architectural and original 
interior elements were respected and restored because of both 
regulatory requirements and a high sensibility of all the stakeholders: 
developer, city authorities, project team, and the artisans and 
restoration experts involved in the works.

Interior Design Project
The interior design project of Casa Burés has been carried out by 
Estudio VILABLANCH and TDB Arquitectura, commissioned by 
Bonavista Developments. 

The challenge: transformation of a historical and listed 19th Century 
building of Barcelona into 26 exclusive residences of the 21st Century 
with high-quality common areas, while preserving its original rich 
heritage.

The interior design project had two goals: to recover and highlight 
the building’s original decorative elements, and to adapt the housing 
to contemporary regulatory and functional needs in terms of 
distribution, technology, safety, accessibility, comfort and community.

Casa Burés, 
Barcelona

Barcelona, Spain

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Palatial Residence
Photography by: Jordi Folch

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Hall
Photography by: Jose Hevia

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Loft
Photography by: Estudio Vilablanch & Bonavista Developments
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There was a key and strict strategy: all the original architectural and 
decorative existing elements were restored, while new materials were 
added when needed. The new materials should not compete with nor 
imitate the original ones.

The team defined three interior design concepts for this residential 
building matching the intrinsic qualities of each existing space: 
three lofts and the basement common areas recovered their original 
industrial character; two palatial residences were carefully restored 
respecting the existing modernist elements, and 21 flats were 
conceived as contemporary residences with rich original elements. 
The conceptualization included design and definition of materials 
and finishes,(flooring, coatings, colours, kitchens, bathrooms, doors, 
lighting project, furniture, etc).

AWARDS (interior design)
• Frame Awards 2019 (Amsterdam). Winner. Category: Co-Living Complex of the Year.
• Archmarathon Selection 2019 Awards (Milan). Winner. Category: Private Housing Interior.
• Dezeen Awards (London). Finalist. Category: Apartment interior

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Palatial Residence
Photography by: Jordi Folch

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Palatial Residence
Photography by: Jordi Folch

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Common Areas (basement)
Photography by: Jordi Folch
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Lofts and common areas
Interior design concept: recovering its original industrial character
The ground floor and the basement were originally used for Burés 
textile industry. They did not have a modernist decoration, but a 
strong industrial personality. The new interior concept recovered 
this industrial character: big open spaces with high ceilings, concrete 
floors, iron columns and old brick walls were left uncovered, kitchens 
and furniture that strengthen the industrial character... The ground 
floor was transformed into three lofts and the basement into amenity 
areas for community use (a swimming pool, a spa, a gym, a cellar, an 
open kitchen, a terrace, spaces for social events…), recovering their 
original industrial aesthetics.

Palatial residences
Interior design concept: respect and restoration of the existing 
elements
The original Burés palacelike residence, located on the main floor, was 
split into two 500 square metres magnificent flats. Being the richest 
floor in terms of decorative modernist elements, all of them were 
carefully restored into the noblest flats (mosaics and marquetry in 
flooring, stained-glass windows, frescoed walls and ceilings, wooden 
decorative elements, ceilings with reliefs…) The original elements 
were restored, while new materials were added when needed. The 
new materials and furniture pieces were equally refined but calm, 
not very ornate, light and with colours in  harmony with the space, 
in order to highlight the valuable historic elements and not compete 
with nor imitate them, facilitating a quiet integration into the space.

Apartments & Attics
Interior design concept: the contrast between new and old elements
Flats located in the upper floors, originally conceived for rent, were 
transformed into 16 apartments and 5 attics. These 21 residences 
combine strong original modernist spaces with more contemporary 
ones. The old elements were found in the spaces located in the crown of 
the building that faces the façade; these original elements were restored. 
In the interior areas of the flats, where the original elements didn’t exist 
or couldn’t be preserved, the decision was to incorporate new materials 
that would allow the contrast between old and new ones: white colour 
and oak wood were added as main elements in order not to compete, 
but to highlight and contrast the original decorative elements.

www.estudiovilablanch.com
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Casa Burés, Barcelona - Palatial Residence
Photo credit: Photographer: Jordi Folch

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Common Areas (basement)
Photo credit: Photographer: Jordi Folch

Casa Burés, Barcelona - Common Areas (basement)
Photo credit: Photographer: Jordi Folch
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Inward Journey 
from Max Lam Designs

Hong Kong
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A dvancing to top five nominees at FRAME AWARDS was 
already very encouraging news. Yet, that is not where they 
stopped this year… 

INWARD JOURNEY, the nominated project went to the LIVE 
CRITICS with the other four nominees in Amsterdam at the ceremony 
on Feb 20, 2020. Max Lam Designs won the jury price award!

Frame Awards is an annual design competition organized by Frame 
Magazine, one of the leading international magazines in the field of 
architecture, interior design and product design.  

INWARD JOURNEY
Now this will bring you to INWARD JOURNEY. Allow the art, culture 
and design symphony to flourish you to a realm of Zen.

Stepping into this 3,000-sq-ft flat in Sky Oasis in Macau, you will 
be welcomed by the warmth of the natural materials – a simplistic, 
minimalist symphony of three kinds of wood, stone, paper and an 
occasional hint of brass. The demure lighting throughout immediately 
stills your mind and invites you to explore this forest of details. 
Meandering through the bar, the dining area and towards the living 
room, your best guide is the curvaceous wooden structure which is 
visible from all directions.  The rustic yet graceful centerpiece-combo 
– the coiling ceramic vase and the floral arrangement by Hong Kong 
ceramist Ryan and WY and florist Jan respectively – flanked by 
terrazzo and washi adorns the space with a splash of zen. 

Inward Journey 
from Max Lam 

Designs
Toronto, Canada

Timeless luxury made possible by neutral hues, custom-made low 
furniture with clean-line silhouette and tactile fabrics
Photo credit: Dick Liu

The demure lighting throughout immediately stills your mind and invites you to 
explore this forest of details.

Photo credit: Dick Liu

The dining room is modulated into a minimal, clutter-free wooden space whereby the paper ceiling lamps and the wooden stripes on the wall are reminis-
cent of staring at the clouds quietly in the woods, which aptly echoes the commissioned meditative calligraphy - “Silence” and “Observe”- by Hong Kong 
contemporary calligraphy artist Packy Lai.
Photo credit: Dick Liu
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Art Collaboration in the Journey
This is a show-flat – yet it is not showy. The designer seeks the 
equilibrium between being a part of nature and manoeuvering 
an artistic curation, ensuring the most meditative and immersive 
living experience for the future owner. Various Hong Kong artists 
boasting different talents have been commissioned to create works 
of art inspired by the ambiance of this piece of interior design – Ryan 
and WY for ceramic vases and tea wares and vessels; San Chiu-yan 
created an ink wash landscape painting for the tearoom; Raymond 
Pang’s gold-thread painting inspired by the ocean in the tearoom; 
metalwork artist Po Fung made gongs and copper wares, contrasting 
the softness of the wood; a Japanese knot tying artist tying artist 
embellishes every door handle, sending peace and harmony to the 
space. Insinuation, imagination, and seduction are provided for the 
dwellers as they reside in this exquisite setting where subtlety and 
details are not fully revealed until they indulge and emerge themselves 
in the space. Even scents and music are well taken care of, giving the 
design the fourth and fifth dimensions – scent expert Xavier showers 
the space with the scents of green tea and sandalwood; zen-inspired 
background music provides a backdrop for calmness, concentration 
and a reflective inward journey when one is home.

www.maxlam.com 

While you are mesmerized by the Eastern charm of the installation, 
the modern, westernized elegance of the living room on a lower level 
takes you to another realm – a den that exhibits timeless luxury made 
possible by neutral hues, custom-made low furniture with clean-
line silhouette and tactile fabrics. This contemporary area is linked 
effortlessly to the adjacent dining room and bar by the conscious, 
repeated application of terrazzo and the pared-down three types of 
wood, contributing to the unity, clarity, and continuity of the common 
areas.   The dining room, on the other hand, is modulated into a 
minimal, clutter-free wooden space wherein the paper ceiling lamps 
and the wooden stripes on the wall are reminiscent of staring at the 
clouds quietly in the woods, which aptly echoes the commissioned 
meditative calligraphy - “Silence” and “Observe”- by Hong Kong 
contemporary calligraphy artist Packy Lai. Such mono ambiance is, 
on the other hand, balanced and enriched by the discreet infusion of 
brass and stone in the bar on the other side, showcasing a modern 
interpretation of Eastern aesthetics.

The rhythm of the common areas extends to the Japanese tearoom 
and the master room on a raised level, meticulously connected with 
the rest of the flat by, again, terrazzo and the identical types of wood. 
Visible through the curvy centerpiece, these rooms, receded and 
tucked away near the main entrance, can be flexibly opened up and 
closed when one needs privacy – thanks to the Japanese-inspired 
folding doors. The sakura-patterned wooden screens, the bespoke Art 
Deco style mixed-media vanity table and the stone wall in the master 
bedroom together are a manifestation of understated extravagance. 
The effect of emptiness in the connecting tearoom, however, adds a 
beautiful void and pause attributing to a perfect breathing space.

dw

Another bedroom exemplifies the space’s aesthetic theme, The Chinese concept of “Earth’s a square; 
heaven a circle” is introduced in all of the tailor-made furniture and fixtures.
Photo credit: Dick Liu

The beauty lies in the details. The details take you to your inner self.
Photo credit: Dick Liu

Another view of the centrepiece.
Photo credit: Dick Liu

This contemporary area is linked effortlessly with the adjacent dining room and bar by the conscious,repeated application
of terrazzo and the pared-down three types of wood, contributing to the unity, clarity and continuity of the common areas.

Photo credit: Dick Liu
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Exhibition of Frozen Time
Beijing China
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“A qua Health Clinic” is a new brand launched in Sanlitun, 
Beijing; it gets rid of the ancient background of old 
medicine cabinets and the smell of aged medicinal herbs. 

It attempts to use cosmetic spa and technological atmosphere to twist 
the old impression of traditional Chinese medicine. It uses medical 
principles of pulse diagnosis, medication, and food therapies as the 
approach to design specific treatments for visitors to relieve physical 
and psychological fatigue. This place enables people to jointly shape 
the contemporary five-senses culture through space, diet, and spa, as 
well as experience the ancient internal and external health cultivation 
of traditional Chinese medicine.

Exhibition of 
Frozen Time

Beijing China

Exterior
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Reception Area
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Aisle to Facial Care Area
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design
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Format-free and Dissected Time
The argument about time that is closest to people is undoubtedly life 
and death. People see specimens as the tangible carrier of time, which 
is exactly the same as the idea of the British artist, Damien Hirst. He 
investigates animal specimens symbolizing the concept of life and 
death and suggests that the life perception surrounded by viewers and 
the static specimens bring back the collective memory of personal 
feelings and the civilized society.

www.waterfrom.com
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Hair Care Area - Detail
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Toilet
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Hair Care Area
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Bar
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

TCM clinic - Detail
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Hair Care Area
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design

Facial Care Area - Detail
Photo credit: Waterfrom Design
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Steyn City Masterpeice
by Chateau Architecture & Construction 
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This Steyn City masterpiece was designed and constructed 
by the industry leading company Chateau Architecture and 
Construction.

This residence boasts an amazing double volume entrance hall that 
sets the mood for a modern marvel. The five Bedroom house screams 
of opulence and a modern twist is seen in the cinema room and open 
area living spaces, with a modern wine and cocktail lounge.
All bedrooms and living areas are designed to flow outwards , and 
huge patios and balconies merge nature with concrete.
A sunken boma and infinity pool provides the final touch to 
encapsulate luxury in city life.

steyncity.co.za

Steyn City 
Masterpeice

by Chateau Architecture & 

Construction 
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

The Mexican Aster, Bidens Formosa, 
a member of the sunflower family, 
‘a weed of disturbed places’, is 
more commonly known as Cosmos 
Bipinnatus. This flower, native to 
the scrublands and meadowlands of 
Mexico, parts of the United States 
and Paraguay, was brought to South 
Africa from Argentina in contaminated 
horse feed for the mounted forces of 
the British Army during the Boer War. 
It grows happily in swathes along the 
old main routes through Mpumalanga, 
Limpopo, the Free State, Kwa Zulu 
Natal, the thousands of nodding white, 
pink and magenta blooms lifting our 
spirits when we come across them. 
They like sunshine, poor soil and little 
water, so are perfect for our climate. 

The custodians of Delta Park in 
Johannesburg magnanimously leave 
huge areas of their park uncut at the 

end of summer, so the cosmos can 
bloom in large patches. It is a delight 
to go there and walk through them, 
the flowers growing up to about a 
metre and a half above their fresh 
green feathery leaves. They half turn 
their heads to the sun, and when the 
wind blows, they bend gracefully, but 
stay propped up by the long grasses 
that grow amongst them. Walkers in 
the park shamelessly pick bunches 
without making a dent on this display. 
The blooms last well in water when 
you get them back home; you need 
to strip the base leaves off the stalks, 
and then trim the stalks daily so they 
can get a fresh pull of water. 

If you plant cosmos in your garden, put 
them in a forgotten corner, and don’t 
waste time tending to them, they like 
to be in a wild uncultivated area where 
one can imagine the faeries coming 

and going without interruption. They 
are a magnet for bees, butterflies, 
and smaller insects, so are self-
contained for propagation. If you are a 
serious horticulturalist, seed packets 
are available in a myriad of exciting 
colours, ranging from yellow to coral 
and orange, from burgundy to purple 
and blue, some white with dark red 
markings, some with double petals: 
these exotic plants will grow well in 
pots. 

I was thrilled to come across cosmos 
planted on a traffic circle near the 
Milpark Hospital, it gave me an 
unexpected spark of joy. Cosmos 
is Greek for harmony, or an ordered 
universe, something we need 
reminding of at this time.

Gill Butler

The Mexican Aster
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BRIGHT IDEAS
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ELITE DECO PAINT 
 ADDING TEXTURE TO YOUR WORLD

Elite Deco paints is brand new 
in South Africa, tried and 
tested in Italy and Turkey. This 
unique, high-quality product 
offers a wide range of textures 
and colours.

We offer training for DIY applications 
we stock all the specialised 
equipment needed for all the various 
application techniques. No problem 
if you don’t want to paint, you can 
make use of our skilled team to 
complete your project.

This ECO friendly paint has a 
perfume scent and is water-based; 
it will bring any feature wall in your 
home or office to life and will 
undoubtedly become a talking point.

To become an agent or to simply 
buy this amazing New product, 
CALL NOW 011 453 8818/78

We are a proud member of SAPMA

friendly
eco

www.elitedecopaints.com | info@elitedecopaints.com

EliteDecoPaints_CoatingsSA_297x210mm(FINAL).indd   1 2019/04/23   09:22

Otto by Federica Farina, is a 
path-light with a soft, beguiling 
shape. The slim disc of the base 

supports a cylindrical stem on which 
an adjustable semi-sphere housing the 
LED light rests. The head, thanks to a 
mechanism allowing it to incline, can 
direct the strip of light in varying sizes, 
allowing for a variety of uses.

www.oluce.com

Otto
Federica Farina
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THE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATION

0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)
www.taylorblinds.co.za

Thanks to the double layer fabric of light filtering (transparent) and non-light-filtering (dim out) stripes, you 
can play with light and create a modern look. The light filtering (transparent) stripes allow maximum light in 
and create a feeling of space, while the non-light-filtering (dim out fabric) darkens the room providing you 
with more privacy.

ZEBRA ROLLER BLIND

BECAUSE THERE’S NO GREY AREA
WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR PRIVACY


