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Wood-based panel manufacturer Sonae Arauco has invested 
R220 million in upgrading its White River, Mpumalanga facility 
to include an integrated press system from a leading German 
supplier. This state-of-the art technology means that Sonae 
Arauco now boasts the most advanced facility on the continent.
This upgrade will allow Sonae Arauco to introduce the lnnovus 
Brand to South Africa.
www.sonaearauco.co.za
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With blinds like these it’s more than just redecorating. It’s rein-
vigorating.  Our venetian blinds offer a variety of stylish forms 
for you to choose from. Whether you prefer the contemporary 
styling of our aluminium blinds, the versatility and practicality 
of our styro wood blinds, the natural serenity of our bamboo 
blinds, or the timeless elegance of our wooden blinds, you’ll 
find an option that meets your design needs.     
www.taylorblinds.co.za       0861-1829-567
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Office: (012) 010 0078            Charles: 074 207 0007            Chamone: 061 345 0826            www.cubicdezign.co.za
sales@cubicdezign.co.za

Cubic DeZign
”thinking fusion“

Our company is driven to 
provide our clients with quality 
products at affordable prices, 
with outstanding client service 
,putting our  clients first .With 
our online store and  personal 
visits we supply a wide variety 
of product, ranging from ,office 
furniture ,soft tubs ,industrial 
and bar chairs covered in 
fabric and leather. We supply 
to Interior designers ,Architects 
,Hospitality industry, Corporate 
retailers  and Laboratories .

We re-upholster any furniture 
according to our client 
specifications from wingbacks 
,couches ,office chairs and 
ottomans .

Feel free to visit our website or 
contact us directly .

Cape Town is rich in creative capital, a 
city bursting at the seams with talent 
and innovation and for a décor lover, 

it’s a nexus of inspiration and motivation. 
Each year Decorex Cape Town brings 
together a collection of the best and boldest 
on the interior décor and design scene under 
one roof for the benefit of homemakers and 
industry professionals alike. 

There is always a plethora of exhibition 
stands to see and experience at the show. 
What’s more, the Decorex Cape Town team 
also selects standout interior designers and 
studios as special features to punctuate the 
event. One of these highlights is the annual 
Designer Spotlight, and for 2020 Ernst H 
Eloff takes centre stage. 

From humble and hands-on beginnings in 
Worcester – Eloff grew up on a farm where 
he spent a lot of time making things as a 
child – the designer went on to attend the 
Hugo Naude Arts Centre (where his final-
year works were selected for an exhibition 
at the Iziko Museum). ‘I was immediately 
intrigued with the Cape Town art and design 
scene,’ he notes. 

Widening his scope further after his 
studies, Eloff went on to work for his 
grandfather’s property business doing 
renovations – giving him a still deeper 
understanding of another side of the creative 
process, allowing him to channel his talents 
into interiors. During this time, he developed 
a lifelong love of furniture. ‘I would spend 
all my money buying used furniture from 
second-hand shops and auctions, this 
became a bit of an obsession,’ he says. He 
turned this passion into a business in the 
form of a furniture shop when he moved to 
Cape Town. 

This journey of loving and learning 
about furniture culminated in a course in 
Wood Machining and Cabinet making at 
the Advanced Furniture Technology Centre 
(Furntech) and the beginnings of Eloff ’s 
own line. ‘I started making simple products 
and wanted to develop it further so I left 
the business to start my own furniture and 
lighting outfit,’ he says. He also experimented 

and taught himself skills working with 
brass, copper and steel over the years in 
order to be able to offer custom design and 
manufacturing. 

Being selected for this year’s Spotlight 
designer comes as a somewhat pleasant 
surprise to Eloff, but one that he welcomes 
as an opportunity to engage with a wider 
audience. ‘I’m very happy to see that my work 
has been noticed,’ he says. ‘I think Decorex 
has the biggest variety of all the local trade 
expos and always exhibits a diverse selection 
of exhibitors in various categories to give 
you a very good idea of what is trending 
throughout the industry,’ he states.       

As a furniture and lighting designer as 
well as someone who works with members 
of the wider industry - manufacturing 
pieces for architects and interior designers 
- he helps others to achieve their vision 
as well as living his own. His deep passion 
and the dedication to his craft make him a 
fitting choice as the Spotlight designer – he 
represents many facets of the industry, from 
craft to manufacturing, design and art. His 
style is largely inspired by his background 
in investment furniture trading and art 
curation. ‘I draw my inspiration from classic 
design to evoke a timeless aesthetic  appeal. 
There is almost a therapeutic effect in turning 
raw materials into products and seeing them 
in situ,’ he says, of his ethos and process. 

For Decorex Cape Town, Eloff will be 
creating settings featuring various furniture 
and lighting designs from his collection as 
well as debuting some new pieces which will 
be seen for the first time at the show.

www.reedexpo.com

Committed to craft  
Ernst H Eloff headlines 
Decorex Cape Town

DESIGNER 
PROFILES
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Outdoor Blinds

SPICE

Design Style:
Bohemian

The Bohemian palette is a 
celebration of  both the new and the 

old. The eclectic collection of  colour 
and texture is a fantastic base from 

which to express your personal style. 

Port Elizabeth
PC Agencies: 087 075 0876

Durban and Umhlanga
Aesthetics: 031 040 3192

Ballito
Blinds All of Them: 031 040 3191

Knysna
Milk&Honey®: 087 075 0877

Bloemfontein
Ralph Blinds: 010 040 7100

Johannesburg
Galaxy Blinds: 010 040 3495
Curtain Club: 010 040 7993
Blinds Express: 010 040 3156
Blinds All Types: 010 040 3155
Blind Time: 010 040 3154
R&C Trading: 010 040 3157

Pretoria
Picture Perfect: 010 040 7992

Northern Limpopo
Newton and Strever: 087 075 0845

Nkomazi
Nkomazi Blinds: 082 811 5669

FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

www.blinddesigns.co.za

Cape Town
Total Blind Design: 021 040 3002
The Best Blind Company: 021 040 3001

Klerksdorp
Ridwaans Interiors: 010 040 7638

Namibia
Windhoek Touch of Style:    +264 61 245303
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Wallpaper Inn moved their 
distribution to Gauteng in 
2018 which has helped to 

improve their relationship with their 
distributors, customers, and bring the best 
in wallpaper brands to the South African 
market, the success of which encouraged 
them to move again in 2019 to bigger 
premises in Kyalami, Johannesburg, 
offering a retail outlet alongside the 
warehouse.

With this positive response they have 
decided to bring this relationship and 
shopping experience to the main centres 
of South Africa. 

Retail in East London was closed in 
2009 to concentrate on growing their 
distribution, but they have now decided 
to open a small Wallpaper Inn Outlet. 
Another outlet store is planned for Cape 
Town later in the year.

Wallpaper Inn Outlet stores will offer 
the customer and distributors the chance 
to see, feel, and experience the product. 
They will carry stocks of their 100 best 
sellers in each outlet with all goods 
still available from the warehouse in 
Johannesburg either delivered to store or 
to your door within 2 - 3 days.

Feel free to start your experience 
online, at our stores, or with one of our 
distributors  or decorators nationwide.

Wallaper Inn will guide you through 
2020 trends in store

Although a classic will never go out of 
style, 2020 will see people become bolder 
and more adventurous with not only their 
wallpaper choices, but how they use their 
wallpaper. ‘

Mixing prints, and the continued trend 
for bringing the outdoors in is going to 
carry on proving popular. Our love for 
plants and foliage will always create a 
sense of wellness and relaxation within 
the home. 

Natural Effects are still very current, 
helping bring the outdoors in. Classic 
floral designs will continue to be a popular 
choice. We will see these revamped 
with more daring bold tropical prints.

Geometric Prints can be used to bring  a 
sense of art deco to the bedroom, dining 
and living rooms.

As for wallpaper colours, lively green 
colour ways and earth tones moving away 
from greys are the biggest trends for 2020.

“Paste the wall” technology. Although 
not new, has been designed with the DIY 
conscious in mind. It  saves up to 30 per 
cent of the time traditionally required to 
hang wallpaper, requires no pasting table 
and simply peels off when you fancy a 
change or are moving out. It really is 
becoming the standard in wallpaper 
production and Wallpaper Inn have so 
much to offer.

www.wallpaperinn.co.za

Wallpaper Inn 
moves to Kyalami

TRADE
WINDS

dw
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The Green Building Council has 
awarded Formfunc Studio, a 
leading ergonomic furniture 

supplier, a 6-Star Green Star rating 
following the recent fit-out of their office, 
showroom and DC in Lanseria. The 
project led by specialist sustainability 
and environmental consultants from 
the Terramanzi Group attained the 
highest possible Interiors Green Star v1 
certification - the first such rating to be 
awarded in South Africa for an office and 
distribution centre.

Director and co-founder of Formfunc, 
Kim Kowalski, said that the aim of the 
project was to create a workspace that was 
not only functional but optimised health, 
wellness, productivity and efficiency - all 
within an advanced and ergonomically 
designed workspace.

“As we are the exclusive distributor 
of Humanscale® ergonomic chairs, 
workstations and other office accessories 
to the southern African market, it was 
imperative that our office environment 
went beyond just an ergonomic solution 
but also reflected our brand and our 
philosophy of recreating workspaces 
that are simpler and healthier for our 
employees to work in.”

In order to attain this exclusive 
international rating, the project 
consultants, along with IT solutions 
provider Aethyr IT, and design specialists, 

Mask. Design, and other contractors had 
to assess every element of the fit-out and 
scope of work to ensure that it would 
score a rating of between 75 and 100 
credits, in accordance with the Green Star 
Rating Tool.

Categories evaluated and rated under 
the Green Star SA Rating Tool incorporate 
a range of factors and elements that require 
forethought and consideration from the 
materials used, to Indoor Environment 
Quality (IEQ) and emissions. A strong 
focus is also placed on the efficient and 
responsible environmental stewardship 
in terms of energy, water and waste 
management.

Adopting a ‘less is more’ approach:
• the interior space features unplastered 

walls and exposed ceilings, minimising 
the use of redundant resources; floor-
to-ceiling glazing that takes advantage 
of the natural sunlight allowing for 
a large quantity of natural daylight 
throughout.

• The heating, ventilation and air-
conditioning (HVAC system) were 
designed to improve outside air rates 
into the building - above SANS 10400 
requirements, while sensors monitor 
and control carbon dioxide levels 
within the office.

• Water and electrical meters have 
also been installed to offer live-time 

consumption updates on multiple 
mobile devices and reduce overall water 
and electricity usage. Consideration 
was also given to the paint and sealant 
products used to make sure that they 
had extremely minimal to no VOCs.

• The office also has a recycling station 
and a composting unit for organic waste. 
To further encourage the reduction 
in carbon emissions, employees have 
direct access to cyclist and motorbike 
parking on the premises.
“It has been a challenging and 

ambitious project,” notes Kowalski. “But 
it has also been a labour of love and is a 
fitting tribute - and a living legacy to Peter 
Kowalski, my husband and co-founder of 
the company we started ten years ago.”

“Peter was extremely passionate about 
doing things right, it was who he was – 
and it was a mantra he applied to his 
everyday life, no matter the task. He 
would have been proud of what we have 
been able to achieve.”

www.formfunc.co.za

Formfunc Studio’s office and distribution centre achieves south 
Africa’s first interior 6-star green star award
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SIT. STAND. REPEAT.
EXPERTS IN SIT-STAND ERGONOMICS.

0861 OFFICE (633423)  |  info@cecilnurse.co.za  |  www.cecilnurse.co.za

Your Office. Designed. Delivered.

TRADE
WINDS
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For the second year running, Falmec 
has won a prestigious German 
Design Award. In 2019, Falmec 

received an award for Sintesi, its integrated 
cooking system. The 2020 award is for 
the company’s unique hood, Spazio in 
the Excellent Product Design category, as 
before.

In every aspect - from its multiple ‘smart’ 
functions, to the steel that comes directly 
from the ‘Inox Valley’ in Venice, and the 
elegance of designer Francesco Lucchese - 
Spazio by Falmec completely won over the 
jury composed of leading personalities in 
the fields of architecture, interior design 
and the international press.

Spazio is an innovative island hood 
in steel, interspersed with smoked glass 
shelves for storing dishes and glasses, and 
equipped with a channel divided between 
hooks for ladles and a shelf for spices with 
roll holder.

From a technological point of view, 
Spazio boasts a system of electrical 
sockets and USB ports, which allow you 
to recharge and have electronic devices 
at your fingertips, plus a ‘tablet’ support 
to access your favourite recipe apps in a 
fast and practical way. Spazio also offers a 
special area for the cultivation of aromatic 
plants with a dedicated light and a kit 
composed of two trays. In addition, the 
hood incorporates Falmec’s renowned 

Circle.Tech system, allowing the outgoing 
air to not only be spread more evenly, but 
also to be more effectively filtered by the 
natural Carbon.

Zeo filters that wrap around the engine. 
This method is achieved thanks to Falmec’s 
unique ability to combine the suction and 
filtering parts into one single piece.

Created by an initiative of the German 
Design Council, an authoritative worldwide 
organisation for communication and 

brand management in the design sector, 
the German Design Award is awarded 
to all those products and services that 
meet three essential criteria: high quality, 
originality of design and functionality in 
use.

By winning this prestigious inter- 
national design award for 2020, Spazio 
by Falmec has been clearly identified as a 
shining example of all three.

Spazio wins German Design Award 2020
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ELITE DECO PAINT 
 ADDING TEXTURE TO YOUR WORLD

Elite Deco paints is brand new 
in South Africa, tried and 
tested in Italy and Turkey. This 
unique, high-quality product 
offers a wide range of textures 
and colours.

We offer training for DIY applications 
we stock all the specialised 
equipment needed for all the various 
application techniques. No problem 
if you don’t want to paint, you can 
make use of our skilled team to 
complete your project.

This ECO friendly paint has a 
perfume scent and is water-based; 
it will bring any feature wall in your 
home or office to life and will 
undoubtedly become a talking point.

To become an agent or to simply 
buy this amazing New product, 
CALL NOW 011 453 8818/78

We are a proud member of SAPMA

friendly
eco

www.elitedecopaints.com | info@elitedecopaints.com

EliteDecoPaints_CoatingsSA_297x210mm(FINAL).indd   1 2019/04/23   09:22

ELITE DECO PAINTS
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A      highly-anticipated design 
trend for 2020 is the increased 
impact of technology, which is 

seeing a shift in focus from employers 
to employees, and an organisational 
or collective, as opposed to a user, 
experience. This is according to Trend 
Group Senior Designer Dorethe Swiegers, 
who adds that workspace optimisation 
and data analytics are now at the forefront 
of understanding how to assist companies 
in the most efficient usage of their 
workspace, so as to ensure a sustainable 
business model.

Companies are increasingly looking 
at optimisation in order to cut costs and 
overheads, which is where the concept 
of the ‘smart office’ is coming into its 
own. This not only seeks to improve the 
workplace, but to minimise companies’ 
impact on the environment, all based 
on effective and measurable intelligence. 
“Design is becoming much smarter as a 
result. It is all about using technology 
to streamline workspaces in terms of 
mobility and agility,” Swiegers comments.

The fact that Trend Group deals often 
with global corporates gives it increased 
exposure to international developments. 
However, economic constraints is a global 
phenomenon, which means increasingly 
that design guidelines are being budget-
driven. Despite the price sensitivity 
of the market, Swiegers adds it is the 
responsibility of Trend Group to educate 
its customers about the long-term return 
on investment offered by sustainability.

Technology is even having an impact 
on furniture design, Trend Group Senior 
Designer Candice Sheppard stresses. “We 
are seeing some examples of technology 
integration into furniture items.” 
She points to sit-stand desks gaining 
popularity due to employee wellbeing 
becoming a central focus. The trend took 
off internationally with the health benefits 
it offers, and the South African market has 
adapted to the demand. Locally-designed 
and manufactured options are now readily 
available, whereas before these had to be 
procured globally, incurring significant 
costs and lead times.

“We have to be smart about leveraging 

our local supply chain, as competitive 
pricing is critical. There are a lot of very 
good local suppliers that allow us to offer 
our international clients a more cost-
effective alternative that is of comparable 
quality,” Sheppard highlights. Here 
the value of a trend such as sit-stand 
desks is also linked to the larger theme 
of employee and organisational well-
being. “Technology not only represents 
an investment in a building, but more 
importantly in its employees as well.”

Building Management Systems (BMS) 
are becoming an increasingly popular 
means of maintaining and measuring a 
company’s sustainability and usage. This 
empowers employees to become more 
responsive and active building occupants, 
making them aware of their usage and the 
small efforts that contribute to saving.

The ongoing development of BMS 
in terms of their user-friendliness and 
easy interface also affects the type of 
data that can be collected and analysed. 
Traditionally, a desk-utilisation system 
was unable to determine the number of 
different users, or even the most popular 
areas of a workspace, whereas nowadays 
these systems can even be integrated 
across multiple locations globally. Thus 
a multinational can ensure, for example, 
that factors such as internal temperature 
and even air-com fan speeds can be 
benchmarked across a range of buildings 
for maximum efficiency.

South Africa has become a leader 
in back-up power supply systems for 
buildings, with Swiegers pointing out that 
at present no developer can let a building 
without an appropriate genset solution 
in place. “This is a critical requirement, 
as no business can afford any prolonged 
disruption due to power outages.” In this 
regard, off-grid power supply options 
have yet to achieve commercial viability, 
especially as battery storage for solar 
power is still in its infancy, and only likely 
to become a viable option once economies 
of scale have been achieved.

Smart offices are also promoting the 
trend of smart working, which is likely 
to continue into 2020, Swiegers stresses. 
“We will continue to capitalise on this 

by responding in clever ways to assist 
companies in optimising their business 
structures, and being able to respond 
effectively to the prevailing economic 
conditions. Delivering this level of service 
will continue to give us the leading edge 
in the market.”

An example of Trend Group’s 
responsiveness to client requirements 
is the growing demand for active 
workspaces, or incorporating gym areas, 
such as at Oracle. Sheppard reveals that 
the design-and-build specialist recently 
even proposed an active meeting room 
with two spin bikes placed strategically 
in front of a large-screen television screen 
for remote client meetings.

“These are all example of how we can 
assist in pointing clients in the right 
direction in terms of the overarching 
trend of workplace optimisation 
and employee health. Refurbishing, 
optimising, or expanding a workspace is 
a significant investment at the end of the 
day, and we have to always be able to show 
the value that we can bring, all in line with 
what is trending internationally,” Swiegers 
concludes.

www.trendgroup.co.za

Technology will continue to impact 
workspace design in 2020

TRADE
WINDS
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Sales: marilize@dittodesigns.co.za

Local Manufacturer - International Flair!
YOU CAN SAY 
THAT AGAIN

*

*Ditto = origin: Latin 
meaning ‘said’, or 
‘worth repeating’

STUNNING
FUNCTIONAL

DESIGNS!

Over 30 year’s 
experience 

supplying quality 
office furniture
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WHATS HOT

Laguna’s sensually organic and 
meandering form is a direct 
representation of a body of water 

or lagoon, its smooth black metal table 
top represents the still surface of water, 
its unknown depths and mysteries.

Laguna is borne out of a collaboration 
with ARRCC for their project Cheetah 
Plains. Set in Sabi Sands, Cheetah Plains 
is a luxury safari destination for which 
OKHA created custom and bespoke 
furniture. Cheetah Plains has been 
featured in over 100 publications and 
was nominated for the Dezeen Awards.

OKHA’s Creative Director Adam 
Court says, “The shape was motivated 
by a strong physical context, by 
landscape mass as well as the project’s 
internal spatial layout and was therefore 
informed both by practicality and 
nature’s poetry.” This merging of art, 
abstraction and application is a clear 
signature throughout the OKHA range.

Laguna can be customized in a range 
of materials including wood, stone, 
metal, mirror and reinforced glass. 
Here Laguna is shown with a blackened 
aluminium top and patinated aluminium 
legs.

“The legs and table body will always 
be made from two different finishes or 
materials, as each represents a different 

physical element. The legs rise above 
the table top to enhance that feeling of 
landscape, of different masses...the flat 
horizontal surface of the table (water) is 
enveloped by the surrounding landscape 
which rises above the surface of the 
water,” adds Adam. 

www.okha.com

Laguna coffee table

Selecting materials which were 
sustainable, strong and maintenance-free 
in equal measure was essential to ensuring 
the vision for the ultimate wood-fired hot 
tub was realised. In addition to Kebony’s 
environmental credentials, the wood 
was a perfect choice for the Tubmarine 
due to its outdoor lifetime guarantee of 
over 30 years. Developed in Norway, 
Kebony’s revolutionary technology is an 
environmentally friendly and patented 

process which modifies sustainably 
sourced softwoods by heating the wood 
with furfuryl alcohol - an agricultural 
by-product. By polymerising the wood’s 
cell wall, the softwoods permanently take 
on the attributes of tropical hardwood, 
including high durability and hardness, 
making it the ideal timber for the 
Tubmarine.

www.tubmarine.co.uk

The Tubmarine
The ultimate wood-fired hot tub

Photography: Niel 
Vosloo
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For many of us 2019 was a challenging year. The economy 
was stagnant, business adopted a wait-and-see attitude, and 
generally, work was hard to come by. Many of our colleagues 

and friends had to close their doors and others had to make 
dramatic cutbacks in staff and resources. The IID was not immune 
to these factors either, and we also faced significant challenges. At 
the beginning of 2019, we virtually started operations from scratch 
with new office staff, an outdated membership database, outdated 
equipment and systems, and a neglected and frustrated membership.

We have tackled these challenges head on over the last twelve 
months, by bringing on two dedicated new Directors and using our 
AGM and regional report back sessions to solicit member feedback. 
While there remains a lot of work to be done, here are some of the 
accomplishments we’d like to celebrate for 2019: 
• We have brought on two new Directors, Charrisse Johnston and 

Robyn Self.
• WE have rewritten and publicized our new Mission Statement 

iidprofessions.org.za/mission-statement/. I urge members to 
familiarise themselves with the Mission Statement and align 
their business planning with its content.

• We have updated and rewritten the Code of Conduct that all 
members need to sign and abide by. This Code can be used by 
members as a powerful marketing tool, giving clients peace of 
mind when employing a member of the IID.

• A new fee structure has been released for members, which 
comprehensively covers different bands, levels and types of 

project fees charged by interior designers.
• The IID Designer-Client Contract
• We have strengthened our relationship with SAQA and rewritten 

the CPD documentation to allow members more time to accrue 
CPD points. As a reminder, it is our relationship with SAQA 
that protects by law our titles as designers and decorators. All 
of our professional members are registered on the National 
Qualification Framework on SAQA’s database, which the public 
can search to check legitimate qualifications.

• The first Next Step Workshops were hugely successful in 
Johannesburg. These workshops are structured to equip 
interior designers and architects with skills to identify their 
core business and align business strategies accordingly. Content 
included implementing sound financial tools to implement 
viable business ideas, designing a long term marketing plan, and 
understanding legal aspects of the built environment in South 
Africa.

• We are not resting on our laurels, because we are rolling out 
many other exciting programs in 2020:

• We will be offering complimentary IID memberships for final 
year students at member institutions, and discounts on their 
first year of Candidate Membership.

• We are creating an Affiliate Membership Category for artisans 
in associated fields. This change is not only congruent with 
SAQA’s desire for IID to expand our membership, but even 
more importantly, it allows IID to be more inclusive of related 
industries. And it will give our members the opportunity to 
source unique, locally made products while supporting the 
South African economy.

• We are exploring new categories of membership for other 
design disciplines, in order to strengthen members’ knowledge 
and network, since today’s projects are becoming increasingly 
multidisciplinary.

• We are working with SACAP to define a unique scope of 
practice for interior design/interior architecture. To this end 
we will be calling on members to be part of an IID Steering 
Committee to start the validation process and set the standards 
for examinations.

• We have strengthened our ties with ico-D, the International 
Council of Design. This multidisciplinary council is dedicated to 
promoting design on a global level and to sharing best practices 
with its professional association, educational institution design 
media members. The IID looks forward to welcoming the ico-D 
Board of Directors to South Africa in February for their first 
board meeting of the year.

• We are rejoining the IFI, the International Federation of Interior 
Architects/Designers, in order to learn from other professional 
associations around the world and to allow our members to 
participate in IFI’s annual design competitions.

• In 2020, we will be celebrating three major big design events: 
Africa Design Day on 21 February, World Design Day on 27 

IID

OUR TIME IS HERE!
A New Year, a New Vision

April, and World Interior Design Day on 23 May. Stay tuned for 
news about these events and opportunities to participate 

• Finally, none of these achievements would have been possible 
without the passion and dedication of many people:

• Our two office staff members, Nikita Naicker and Maria Day, 
have been instrumental in revamping our operations.

• John Autard has worked tirelessly on our website and providing 
information to our members while Nikita was on maternity 
leave.

• A huge thank you goes to Denis Warren-Tangley who is always 
ready to offer legal advice and ensuring we work to the letter of 
the law.

• Jason Gunn, our longtime accountant, has been appointed as 
our CFO to guide us strategically to build our finances.

• Lastly, I must convey my appreciation to Sharron Nicolaci for 
her help in the beginning of the year, to steer the the ship out of 
troubled waters.
Our time is here!!! Watch this space for exciting design events 

happening in February.

Save the date: 
21st February 2020 - Africa Design Day

www.iidprofessions.org.za

Getting involved with the IID is probably the most significant 
contribution you can make to your own career.

Why? It tells people that you're serious about 
interior design, interior decorating or interior 
architecture. It indicates your status as a business 

professional with valuable industry skills.
• The IID is the only registered professional body 

representing the interior design industry in South Africa.
• Professional Recognition and Status. Membership gives 

you credibility by belonging to the Interior Design 
professional body, identifying that you are serious about 
what you do.

• Professional Contracts and Fees. 
• The IID and SACAP Partnership that is continuously 

growing.
• Free Marketing. Share content in our newsletter: Fridays 

for the following week’s Social Media platforms, 15th of 
the month for the following month’s content. Contact 
national@iidprofessions.org.za for more information. 

• IID Events and Networking. Great opportunity for you to 
stay visible, exchange ideas and rub shoulders with some 
of the leaders in the profession.

• Discounted Rates for Design Shows and Workshops & 

Relationships with media partners International presence. 
The IID is a member of Ico-D (The International Council 
of Design) which enables the IID to act as a formal 
contact point between the South African Interior Design 
Professions and the international design community.

• SAQA & CPD Points. All IID professional members 
must also engage in continuing professional development 
(CPD). The purpose of CPD is to ensure professional 
members maintain the highest possible standards 
of practice through their commitment to continued 
learning.

• Being recognised by SAQA means the IID has 
recognition as a trusted professional body through an Act 
of Parliament, part of a National database of professional 
bodies that uphold high standards of competence and 
ethics, registration of professional designations on 
the most comprehensive National database of learner 
achievements and exposure to best practice through 
access to fora that improve the functions of professional 
bodies.
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2019 drew to a busy close with 
our team working till the 

very end.  We were pleased to be able to 
announce those KZN and Eastern Cape 
members who received awards for no site 
inspections for the year; and hand over 
our industry partner award to Decorex 
before we closed.
In KZN / Eastern Cape the following 
kitchen members were acknowledged for 
going a full year with no site inspections:  
• Amazing Interiors
• Ashcraft Interiors
• Built-In Cupboard Centre
• Cole’s Kitchens - Amanzimtoti
• Cole’s Kitchens - Margate
• Crestwood Kitchens
• Cupboard Value - Amanzimtoti
• Cupboard Value – Cato Ridge
• Cupboard Value - Manaba
• Cupboard Value - Morningside
• Easylife Kitchens – George
• Easylife Kitchens - Port Elizabeth
• Exotic Kitchens
• Expert Kitchens & Interiors
• Kitchen Flair
• Kitchen Spectrum - Chatsworth
• Kitchen Spectrum - Park Rynie
• Southern Kitchens - Ballito
• Southern Kitchens - Pinetown
• The Cabinet Company - JBay
• The Kitchen Studio - Pinetown
• The Kitchen Studio - Umhlanga
• Woodtrends
• South Coast Granite
• The Granite Studio

The KSA has a long-standing 
relationship with Decorex.  At the KSA 
we believe that trade shows offer a 
unique opportunity to make a personal 
connection with consumers, and Decorex 
is a fantastic vehicle for both the KSA and 
our members to promote what we do.  We 

were honoured to be able to hand over an 
industry partner award to Decorex just 
before closing to thank them for their 
support of the KSA and the South African 
Kitchen Industry.

The KSA team already has a busy 
schedule for 2020 with a calendar chock-

a-block full of industry events.  We 
are starting the year off with a bang by 
launching the KSA’s Instagram page.  This 
went live in January.  We encourage the 
industry and industry professionals to 
visit our profile and follow us keeping an 
eye out for our monthly features: What’s 
Hot, Kitchen of the month, Supplier 
Spotlight, Top Tip, About the KSA and 
Be Inspired.  You will find our page by 
searching kitchenspecialists_ksa.
The KSA’s 2020 Consumer Guide is 
available online via ISSUU on the 
following link:
“https://issuu.com/ksa.za/docs/ksa_consum-
er_guide_2020?utm_source=conversion_suc-
cess&utm_campaign=Transactional&utm_
medium=email” 

and via a link on our website home 
page.  This year the cover is graced by a 
stunning contemporary country kitchen 
by Easylife Kitchens Tygervalley.  This 
edition showcases the following articles: 
Indoor outdoor kitchen living, Kitchen 
lighting, Why use a kitchen designer, Why 
visit a showroom, A kitchen dictionary, A 
kitchen sign-off check list, Know what 
quartz you are buying and Fire safety in 
the kitchen.  Hard copies of the Consumer 
Guide will be available from KSA 
members, your regional KSA offices and 
will be given out at Decorex nationally.

The first quarter of the year has several 
KSA events scheduled.  Please keep 
an eye on our social media for more 
information on the following events:
January 2020:
• CT sales skills workshop – 22nd @ 

Eclipse
February 2020:
• Product networking event in KZN
• CT supplier showcase – 12th @ Grass
March 2020:
• Our first visit to the Easter Cape and 

our PE bowls day
• CT golf day 
• Decorex KZN
• Gauteng product networking event
April 2020:
• Decorex KZN

www.ksa.co.za

KSA

dw

KSA update 
January  2020

KSA IS NOW ON INSTAGRAM
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COMMERCIAL
DESIGN

A telier Zébulon Perron, an interior 
design firm focused on forging 
connections  between people and 

spaces, is proud to unveil the welcoming 
ambiance of Le Boulevardier Restaurant 
and Le Flâneur Bar Lounge, comprising 
the food and beverage portion of a major 
$30 million renovation of Germain Hotels’ 
flagship property, Le Germain Hotel, in 
downtown Montreal. The firm’s ensemble 
of work comprises approximately 8,000f2 

of symbiotic space, on two separate levels, 
including a ground floor bar/lounge, a 
first-floor restaurant, and an alluring 
staircase to connect the vibrant spaces.

“The lead architect of the hotel 
renovation chose an Expo ’67 retro 
theme, in the context of Montreal as an 
international city welcoming the world,” 
says Zébulon Perron, the firm’s founder 
and creative director. “The theme and the 
building itself provided rich inspirations 
to draw from, but the challenge was 
to articulate our interpretation in two 
separate spaces, and to provide a seamless 
connection between them.”

In approaching their second 
collaboration with Germain Hotels, 
Atelier Zébulon Perron embarked on a 
contemporary vision of an historic era, 
rolling back layers of history to reveal 
some of the building’s original Brutalist 
architecture. Exposed concrete and other 
raw materials served as inspirational 
canvases for a contrasting purity of forms 
and lines, applied to a minimalist design 
focused on space planning, modern 
materials, and luminosity.

Intrigue through design
A core element of the planning process 

focused on creating a physical and 
emotional connection between the two 
thematically symbiotic spaces. In order 
to foster intrigue, Atelier Zébulon Perron 
repositioned the hotel’s centrally-located 
staircase closer to the front desk area, 
inviting patrons to explore beyond the 
confines of the lobby. Rising up through 
the ceiling and anchored from above, the 
steel structure and hardwood steps of the 
new staircase are framed in a transparent 

wall of steel rods, tactically illuminated 
to make it as aesthetically pleasing as it is 
functional.

“Social dynamics and the process of 
facilitating interaction is an important 
part of our practice,” explains Perron. 
“In line with that philosophy, we wanted 
to create something that would be 
architecturally engaging, but which 
would also draw attention to the fact that 
something was happening upstairs.”

Le Flâneur
In addressing the design of a welcoming 

lobby bar/lounge, the firm focused on 
creating a space where both local patrons 
and hotel guests can mingle, work, or 
simply enjoy a drink. With its relaxed 
retro feel, wrapped in an unpretentious, 
contemporary décor, Le Flâneur has 
achieved that goal. Its welcoming blend of 
conviviality and elegance, with contrasts of 
raw concrete and noble materials, creates 
a balanced warmth designed for people 
to inhabit, rather than simply admire. 
Rich, dark woods and marble adorn 

Forging Ahead to the Past
Atelier Zébulon Perron’s contemporary interpretation of a bygone era

Le Flâneur’s counters and floors, while 
strategically-placed dividers provide a 
contemporary framework for banquettes 
and chrome cube furnishings that infuse 
a retro feel into the comfortable setting.

A destination on its own, Le Flâneur’s 
offering of oysters and champagne 
bubbles further contributes to the 
intrigue surrounding the space above - 
Le Boulevardier, the hotel’s new 110-seat 
restaurant specializing in classic French 
cuisine with a contemporary approach.

Le Boulevardier restaurant
The staircase leading from the lobby 

to the first-floor restaurant bridges a 
balanced décor, ascending into a space 
illuminated by an abundance of natural 
light. Exposed concrete beams rise above 
the restaurant’s contemporary décor, 
which mirrors Le Flâneur’s abundant use 
of dark woods and marble countertops. 
From the warmth of a retro ambiance 
where time seems to stands still, patrons 
will be mesmerized by a window on the 
world at their feet, courtesy of floor-to-
ceiling windows providing magnificent 
views overlooking the horizons of 
President Kennedy Avenue and the 
downtown streets below. The floor-to-
ceiling windows also serve as an inward 
portal to the restaurant for curious 
passers-by, designed to complement the 
restaurant’s patronage of hotel guests with 
an influx of external clients.

While the windows and the connection 
that they offer to the downtown streets, 
expand the horizons exponentially, a 
strategic gallery of mirrors adorning the 
ceiling and side walls of the restaurant’s 
interior further provides the illusion 
of expanding the space well beyond its 
actual dimensions.

Under the tutelage of Chef David 
Pellizzari, Le Boulevardier is an extension 
of the Le Flâneur vibe and theme of 
social connectivity. Working in close 
collaboration with a kitchen consultant, 
Atelier Zébulon Perron achieved 
continuity through an open kitchen 
design that seamlessly blends with 
the space’s décor and ambiance, while 
ensuring maximum operational efficiency 
for the chef and his staff.

An enlightened ambiance
Further illuminating the vision of 

Atelier Zébulon Perron, intricate lighting 
design was integrated into architectural 

planning from the onset. Working 
closely with Montreal-based lighting 
studio, Lambert & Fils, the firm designed 
customized lighting schemes focused 
on capturing the essence of the spaces 
through controlled quality, temperature, 
and modulation. Capitalizing further 
on elements paying homage to the 
original brutalist architectural language 
of the building, a grid concrete ceiling 
with embedded custom copper lights 
was developed above the ground level 
elevators, infusing new life into a dated 
ambiance and further enticing inward 
exploration of the vibrant new spaces. 
The nighttime lighting of Le Boulevardier 
results in a more intimate, inward 
ambiance. Natural daytime light gives way 
to the luminosity of elaborate, modern 
ceiling systems, further complemented 
by ground-level retro fixtures that draw 
patrons back from the external hustle and 
bustle in order to frame the city from a 
more observational perspective. dw
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INDUSTRIAL
DESIGN

Global design practice Olson 
Kundig is currently designing a 
flagship facility for Recompose, 

which provides a sustainable option for 
after-death care. Led by design principal 
Alan Maskin, when Recompose|SEATTLE 
opens in Spring 2021 it will be the first 
facility to offer this new service to the 
public – a third alternative to traditional 
burials and cremations that uses one-
eighth the energy of cremation and saves 
over one metric ton of carbon dioxide per 
person.

Designed in collaboration with 
Katrina Spade, founder and CEO of the 
Recompose public benefit corporation, 
the new facility will offer a service called 
“natural organic reduction” which gently 
converts human remains into soil in 
about 30 days, helping nourish new life 
after death. Washington State became the 
first in the world to legalize this process 
for the disposition of human remains in 
April 2019.

Olson Kundig 
Designs 

World’s First Facility for 
Converting Human 
Remains into Soil
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At The Office

Katrina Spade first began working 
with Alan Maskin in 2015. In 2016, 
the Recompose team completed a 
Creative Exchange Residency at Olson 
Kundig’s Pioneer Square office; during 
this residency, Spade and her team of 
architects and engineers designed the first 
prototype of the Recompose vessel.

“We asked ourselves how we could use 
nature – which has perfected the life/
death cycle – as a model for human death 
care,” says Spade. “We saw an opportunity 
for this profound moment to both give 
back to the earth and reconnect us with 
these natural cycles.”

The 18,500-square-foot facility 
has secured space in Seattle’s SODO 
neighborhood. This facility will carefully 
orchestrate the Recompose process, which 
is centered around individual natural 
organic reduction vessels that transform 
human remains into clean, usable soil. The 
core of the Recompose|SEATTLE space is a 
modular system containing approximately 
75 of these vessels, stacked and arranged to 
demarcate a central gathering space. dw

INDUSTRIAL
DESIGN
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AT THE 
OFFICE

The rise of WeWork and their recent 
opening in South Africa says a lot 
about the workplace climate. With 

over 500 offices globally, this company is 
carving the path for the modern worker 
with a host of options that are flexible and 
attractive (forget that dull cubicle life) and 
come with tempting perks. 

By now, we know that the working 
world has undergone monumental shifts. 
The demand for flexibility has largely 
been fueled by the fourth industrial 
revolution, where the gig economy has 
allowed everybody a piece of the pie on 
a short-term or contract basis. Access to 
Wi-Fi, VoIP and instant messaging, as 
well as crippling density issues in urban 
areas have all played a large role in the 
workplace revolution. Remote working 
(also called telecommuting) is no longer 
just a buzz word, it’s happening, in homes 
and co-working spaces near you. 

A US study by Global Workplace 
Analytics states that the number of people 
who work from home has increased by 
140% since 2005! Locally, a 2017 report by 
Regus found that more than 60% of South 
African business people work remotely 
two and a half days a week or more. 

With all the facilities of a traditional 
office, the co-working office sets itself 
apart with a flexible offering that suits the 
hours and pockets of all who join. You 
could work four half days a week at a hot 
desk, pay per hour at a communal desk or 
even rent yourself a small office month to 
month. So, where does all of this leave the 
traditional office?

Back in 2012, Alexander Forbes was one 
of the first big corporates in this country 
to shake up the office scene. Not only did 
they achieve a 4-star Green Star rating 
for sustainability, but the offering for 
employees was unprecedented: hot desks 
rather than cubicles, together with a host 
of other options to suit every need from 
four-person intimate meeting rooms to 
large communal desks. Ultimately, their 
staff can choose how and where they work 
each day to suit their mood. 

The presence of greenery in the 
workplace is also on a sharp incline. 
Plants increase wellbeing and reduce sick 
days as well as improve the psychology of 
workers. The greening of the workplace is 
being seen by way of living walls, carefully 
monitored off site, and by innovative 

plant rental services, the latest of which, 
cue Wildcat Indoor Plant Features, has 
pushed the envelope. Replacing the need 
for cut flowers with a host of on trend, 
lush tropical plants, Wildcat swops their 
plants out on a weekly basis and displays 
them in large scale, designer planters. 

The Office 
Revolution

by Mila Crewe Brown
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AT THE 
OFFICE

From Humble beginnings, Traviata has positioned 

itself to be “The Best in the Business” for over 15 

years. 

Our ethos is to be a reliable, professional and 

specialist supplier of innovative Flooring Systems 

that are of unquestionable quality, to the 

Commercial and Residential markets. 

To this end, Traviata in partnership with our 

international suppliers and customers, continues 

to be fl exible and innovative. 

Traviata offers a wide range of laminate and vinyl 

fl ooring options to suit all budgets. Traviata is a 

Corporate Member of the Southern African Wood, 

Laminate and Flooring Association, which ensures 

that Traviata products conform to the highest 

international safety and quality standards.

SPECIALIST 
FLOORING SUPPLIER

DID YOU KNOW? 

TRAVIATA’S FLOORING PRODUCTS CAN BE LAID 

OVER MOST TILED SURFACES.

Our product range:

- ISOCORE Click Vinyl 

   Patented technology, 100% waterproof   

   Residential and commercial

- Firmfi t Click  Vinyl                         

   100% waterproof 

   Residential use

- Tru-wood XL laminate                  

   12mm long wide board

   Highly water resistant

   Looks and feels like real wood

- 8mm Laminate Flooring              

   Quality/value for money fl ooring 

   Made In Germany

FL
O

O
R
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G

Traviata Flooring is an established importer and distributor of high 
quality laminate and vinyl fl ooring products, boasting a national network 
of professional installation companies offering supply and fi t services.

Tel: 011 453 0296  •  Cell: 084 504 7465
andrew@traviata.co.za  •  www.traviata.co.za

Showroom: Unit 5, Route 24, Herman Street, Meadowdale, Gauteng
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It’s been established that mind and 
body wellness is at the very heart of 
workplace absenteeism. Sleep pods, on-
site mindfulness and quiet zones are some 
of the ways in which offices are attempting 
to reduce stress levels at work. Companies 
like Podtime claim that “a short 15 to 
20 minute rest during the day has a 
multitude of health benefits to enhance 
the corporate wellbeing of your company.” 

Strip lighting and the glare it throws 
off is definitely a thing of dinosaur 
status. The focus these days has shifted to 
Human Centric Lighting, where lighting 
is designed for people rather than for 
spaces. Studies proving the negative 
impacts of artificial lighting on the human 
biology and the circadian rhythm (our 
biological clock) in particular, have given 
rise to a new breed of circadian lighting. 

This solution mimics the progression of 
the sun, its tone, angle and intensity and 
ultimately optimizes mind and body. 

One thing that remains constant is 
the need for a high quality, ergonomic 
task chair, no matter the working 
environment. Humanscale, innovators in 
the office furniture arena, have won 10 
awards for their Freedom Chair, which 
is the world’s first self-adjusting chair, 
molding entirely to the user’s body from 
headrest to seat. Less traditional in its 
form, the German Design Award for 2020 
was given to Dauphin for their Stilo chair, 
with its streamlined, minimalist aesthetic 
and high-end functionality.

One of the biggest innovations in 
office furniture has been Molo’s Softwall 
Partition, so groundbreaking that it holds 
space at the Museum of Modern Art. 
Made from paper, this elegant temporary 
room divider can be shaped into any 
formation to partition the room and 
then folded back down to the thickness 
of a book for storage. With that kind of 
flexibility, the options for modern offices 
are literally endless. 
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AT THE 
OFFICE

Husky Design, manufacturer of 
Husky Carpets and Rugs started 
operating in 1985.

Their mission was to support the 
Interior Industry with sophisticated 
custom designed and locally 
manufactured rugs and carpets.

This still holds true today, as Husky, 
now an established brand and part of 
Karpet Kraft (Pty) Ltd., celebrates 35 
years of consulting, designing, innovating 
and manufacturing.

With offices and a showroom in 
Kramerville, and a factory in Midrand, 
Husky still dominates the hand-made or 
bespoke Rug and Carpet Industry with 
truly original and creative work.

Much progress and development has 
been made over the years in relation 
to techniques, product innovation and 
sophistication in production.

Currently Husky produces rugs 
and carpets in a variety of natural raw 
materials, including the best imported 
New Zealand wool for custom-made 
carpets, and South African Cotton which 
is used to produce the unique Husky 
velour bathroom rug. 

Among numerous proud installations 
and achievements, Husky can boast 

to have supplied the broadest range of 
customers across South Africa and indeed 
in many other parts of Africa and the 
world, from hotel rooms, to meeting and 
conference rooms, to accent reception 
rugs, parliaments and palace, to retail 
showrooms.

The vast range of work further includes 
many banking halls, boardrooms, 
corporate logo  rugs, retail accent 
rugs, as well as majestic private homes 
and discreet, indulgent personalized 
installations.

Husky offers a free consultation and 
on-site service to facilitate the design and 
placement of their rugs and carpets.

www.husky.co.za

Husky Design turns 
35 this year
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Seats Ahead was started in 1994. 
The company specialises in the 
manufacture of a wide range of 

office chairs. The company is now housed 
in an approximately 10,000 sq.m factory, 

and after 25 years the company 
boasts a significant share of the 
total market in South Africa 
and in neighbouring countries. 

With its stable customer base 
it is still growing in turnover 

and market 
share. The 
company is 

driven by a 
c o m b i n a t i o n 
of competitive 
pricing, quality 

products and 
service. Its wide 

customer base is 
supported by a  
dedicated and 
e x p e r i e n c e d 

staff, a strong 
trading history and a 

reliable network of local and international 
suppliers. 

Furniko
Furniko was also started in March 

2003. This allowed the company to offer 
soft seating manufacture to complement 
the Seats Ahead ranges. Reception seating 
and sofas could be sourced by customers 
from the same factory, which was also 
able to supply a product that would stand 
up to the vigorous environment of the 
commercial workplace.

Chair Express
To provide an all-round service, Chair 

Express was opened in mid-2003 and 
imports finished products specialising 
in office chairs, sofas, contract and 
hospitality furniture, and more recently 
a desk benching system. China is the 
main source of goods, but product is also 
imported from Italy, Portugal, Turkey 
and Taiwan. Chair Express has a large 
stock holding and is a prefered supplier 
in the market with an excellent ability 
to fill orders at short notice. As with all 
the divisions all product is responsibly 
supplied, designed and manufactured for 
commercial use.

Screen Division
To offer our customers an all-

round office solution, this division was 
opened in 2016. Extruded aluminium 
components of the highest quality have 
been sourced from China. We supply desk 

and floor based screens in fabric, glass, 
polycarbonate, whiteboard, pinboard, 
perspex, wood or a combination of the 
above. It is with confidence that the new 
division is beginning to thrive.

www.seatsahead.co.za

Seats Ahead
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AT THE 
OFFICE

Office  63
Navi Mumbai, India

A series of architectural volumes 
create an office for a furniture 
contract company within their 

factory.
Volumes within volumes lend each 

functional part of the office their own 
identity. A large reception space is 
punctuated by a 36’ high seating area in 
the form of elliptical pods floating in a 
shallow reflecting pool at one end and a 
landscaped courtyard at the other end.

Towards one side, a 36’ high 
multifunctional space with movable 
modular platforms is designed to be used 
as a furniture display space, a seminar 
hall or a social interaction space. A 
cantilevered sweeping stairway spirals 
asymmetrically through this volume 
connecting the three levels of the office.

Each of the spaces within the office is 
formed by elliptical volumes that create 
organic circulation spaces between them. 
A material palette of glass, metallic paint, 
walnut and wood, sound insulation 
boards, cork and concrete accentuate each 
area differently.

First Floor - Conference Room

First Floor -Workstation Area Staircase 

Corridor 
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The modern office has undergone 
some notable changes over the 
past few decades. Gone are the 

days of cubicles and corner offices. Step 
into a 21st-century office and you’re 
likely to be met with open plan desk 
arrangements, flexible presentation 
spaces, and collaborative work zones.

The evolution of technology over 
the years has also changed the way we 
work. While desktop computers are still 
standard, many office employees also use 
laptops, smartphones and other electronic 
devices - all of which connect to the 
internet. This, combined with a more 
open, collaborative layout, means that 
setting up a modern office system is vital 
to maintain productivity.

But what exactly is an office system?
An office system refers to the various 

components and elements of an office, 
from the physical equipment to the 
general layout and atmosphere. All of 
these components and elements have a 
direct impact on how employees interact 
with one another and how they function 
within their role.

In order for employees to work 
efficiently and comfortably, there need 
to be sufficient sockets and outlets for 
them to plug in their devices. And they 
need to be located throughout the entire 
office - not just at their desks. Radiant’s 
range of electrical office systems allows 
for the customisation of different work 
zones throughout the office, be it at an 
individual’s desk, in the boardroom or in 
a collaborative workspace. Choose from 
various sockets and data, telephone, VGA, 
HDMI, RCA, video and USB outlets.

www.radiant.co.za
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Lighting is integrated into the design 
in multiple ways. Perforated partitions 
of wood fused with Plexiglas, pyramidal 
modular ceilings, a conference room with 
an installation of light-infused aluminium 
pipes.

On each level, large openings allow 
natural light into the internal spaces from 
the northern side and unobstructed views 
of the factory on the southern side.

Exposed ducting & exposed structural 

steel supports allude to the industrial 
space of the factory along with the steel 
finishes for most of the partitions.

Each of the workstation areas, the 
discussion rooms, the cabins, conference 
room, multi-functional space & video 
conferencing room based upon the 
client’s brief, is individual in identity and 
arranged organically over three levels 
forming an architectural interior with a 
composition of varying volumes.

Technical sheet
CLIENT: Narsi & Associates
AREA: 20,000 sq.ft.
LOCATION: Navi Mumbai, India
PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT: Sanjay Puri
PROJECT ARCHITECT: Ishveen Bhasin, 
Abhishek Kadian

 www.sanjaypuriarchitects.com
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Ground Floor - Meeting Room 

AT THE 
OFFICE

Display Area 

Office systems for 
the modern 
workplace
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Self-care is a buzzword, for sure.  But 
for those who work in an office, it 
can be hard to figure out how and 

when to squeeze it into an already busy 
day.  Just because you’re cooped up at 
work all day doesn’t mean practicing self-
care is entirely impossible.

Many of those who have an office-based 
job spend most of their working day 
sitting down and two thirds of employees 
sit at their desks for much more than six 
hours each day.

Thankfully, sit-to-stand ergonomic 
office desks offer a low-risk way of 
reducing the amount of time a typical 
employee is sitting during the workday, 
and so helps to reduce the probability of 
encountering any of the serious health 
consequences of a sedentary lifestyle.

Standing at your desk for certain periods 
of the day helps with posture, keeps 
you mobile and improves circulation.  
Obviously, it’s not a cure-all but being 
able to break up your sitting time with 
half an hour of standing here and there is 
a great way to improve productivity and 
wellbeing.

Advocates of standing desks point 
to studies that confirm that standing, 
rather than sitting, may reduce the risk 
of shoulder and back pain.  Furthermore, 
recent research found that participants 
who used a standing desk reported 
feeling less stress and fatigue than those 
who sat for most of the working day.  

Being inactive can increase the risk of 
depression and anxiety but standing and 
moving could boost mood and energy 
levels.

That said, you may not want to be 
standing all day, which is where switching 
to a height-adjustable standing desk might 
just be the answer!  These desks, like the 
Cecil Nurse CLEVER and CONNEXION 
range offer you the ability to alter the 
height of your working area so that you 
can switch from sitting to standing with 
ease and without having to otherwise 
move or rearrange your desk area. 

These sit-to-stand desks boast 
electronic motors that move the desk up 
and down by making use of a control 
switch attached to the front, which 

allows the user to control the desk height 
directly, and specifically, to meet their 
personal ergonomic requirements.  The 
movement is smooth and precise, and it 
only takes a few seconds to adjust the desk 
up, or down.  The frames are made up of a 
sturdy leg system that is incredibly stable 
no matter what height you choose.  

Electronic sit-to-stand desks have 
the added benefit of not looking bulky, 
but rather present a sleek, professional 
silhouette, with excellent price 
performance and aesthetics to suit any 
modern office space.  CLEVER and 
CONNEXION are easy to install, look the 
part and are surprisingly affordable. 

www.cecilnurse.co.za

Standing ovation

Leather

AT THE 
OFFICE
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LEATHER

When it comes to personal 
possessions we strive to keep 
them in a like-new condition 

for as long as possible. Our vehicles, 
buildings, equipment, clothes, jewellery, 
homes, etc. – but not when it comes to our 
leather furniture.

Irrespective of your home’s current 
style, a decent piece of leather furniture 
will contribute a timeless, even homey, 
but definitively a luxurious twist to your 
décor. Leather’s evocative smell and soft-
to-the-touch surface just exudes charm. 
A symbol of money to spare, leather 
furniture occupies a special place in our 
hearts and minds as well as in the world 
of furniture. 

Because it is much more accessible to a 
broad spectrum of people today, it needs 
not be derided as a snobbish affectation 
that only the rich can afford. Truth is, 
real leather need not cost that much more 

than a fabric sofa and cheaper leathers 
that are almost indistinguishable from the 
real thing are even cheaper.

Tanned leather sofas and couches 
featuring rounded corners are ranking 
tops when it comes to contemporary 
furniture trends at the moment. The softer 
curves provide a type of peacefulness, 
which is certainly something to look 
forward to after a busy day at the office.

Leather on frames or wrapped around 
a frame in a sling-like fashion is trending 
in chair design. This is often seen on 
frames which show the crafted joints to 
emphasise quality and craftsmanship 
giving a handmade and artisanal 
Scandinavian aesthetic.

The increasing availability of different 
finishes and colours mean that leather is 
no longer the sole domain of the man-

Genuine long 
lasting leather
by Gideon Schutte
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cave recliner. Colour options ranging 
from yummy caramel to vibrant maroon 
to Mediterranean blues, leather pieces 
can be mixed and matched, adding both 
beauty and depth to any environment.

Leather is a natural and porous 
material, just like our skin. Thus, it 
‘breathes’ by absorbing up to 15% of its 
own weight in humidity / water. Because 
it absorbs and releases moisture that 
never stays on the surface, it is able to 
adjust to our body temperature making 
it cool and comfortable during the heat 
of summer and warm and pleasant in 
the cold of winter. Allergy sufferers often 
do better with leather furniture because 
leather doesn’t harbour dust mites, pet 
dandruff, and other allergens as easily as 
fabric does.

Yes, leather furniture is luxurious and 
beautiful, but is it pet-friendly? Authentic 
leather is extremely thick and tough, 
so it’s unlikely for claws to puncture the 
surface. Another perk of leather is that it’s 
extremely easy to clean. Leather doesn’t 
allow the fur to grab onto the furniture, 
so you can easily just wipe it off. Leather 
also repels odours and won’t absorb pet 
odours which makes it a wise investment 
if you have pets in the home.

Whatever happens on your leather 
pieces, never use products containing 
ammonia or alkalis to clean it up. Avoid 
saddle soaps, detergents, oils, furniture 
polishes and abrasive materials. Never use 

a hot-air dryer on leather furniture as the 
heat will alter the leather beyond repair.

Remove loose surface dirt by 
vacuuming the furniture piece using a 
soft brush attachment. Create a cleaning 
solution by moistening a microfibre cloth 
with a few drops of mild, non-detergent 
soap and distilled water. Again, test an 
inconspicuous spot with the cloth to 
make sure there’s no discoloration from 
the soap and water. Working from top to 
bottom, wipe the furniture in sections. 
Dampen another cloth with plain distilled 
water and wipe the furniture again to 

remove traces of soap. Then finally dry 
with a clean towel.

Normally leather is highly resistant 
to fading over time as dyes used in 
the leather-making process are deeply 
absorbed into the material – meaning 
scuffs and marks will retain both their 
colour and strength. 

The patina is the hallmark of a high 
quality, real leather product – a soft sheen 
that develops on the surface of leather. 
A naturally developed patina takes time, 
but the reward is surely worth the wait… 
genuine! dw

See how a creative concept finds its life in the most 
beautiful of ways when you choose quality Italian 
leather from:

Emmay trading 
Importers and distributers of quality Italian upholstery 
leather, bonded leather and synthetics.
Catering for domestic, contract and hospitality furniture 
manufacturers, interior designers and decorators.

Emmay trading 
leather is both durable and functional and can be used in 
many different applications.
The colour and print options are limitless.

Different upholstery leather types are available, namely:
• Aniline leather,
• Semi-anline leather,
• Full grain pigmented leather,
• Corrected grain pigmented leather,
• Pull-up leather,
• Laminated leather & split leather.

Emmay trading 
was established with the explicit aim to supply the furniture 
and décor industries with high quality leather.

Emmay trading 
 Crafting, accenting and realizing your vision from idea to 
ideal.

info@emmaytrading.co.za
www.emmaytrading.co.za

From idea to infinite 
possibilities  

From the purity of a fine design 
through to its finished form as 
furniture of unsurpassed style.

From the purity of a fine design through to it’s finished 
form as furniture of unsurpassed style. See how a 
creative concept finds it’s life in the most beautiful of 
ways when you choose quality Italian leather from 
Emmay Trading. Crafting, accenting and realizing 
your vision - from idea to ideal.

Upholstery Leather  |  Fabrics  | Custom Furniture  |  Components 

FROM IDEA - TO INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

IMPORTERS & DISTRIBUTORS

EMMAYTRADING
& PROCUREMENT

FURNITURE

LEATHER

FABRICS
SYNTHETIC

UPHOLSTERY

CUSTOM

WWW.EMMAYTRADING.CO.ZA

For more information on 
products and services kindly visit:

LEATHER

+27 (83) 700 4067

info@emmaytrading.co.za

+27 (0) 11 822 4727

Unit 8, Evergreen Park
471 Sam Green St
Tunney Ext 9
Germiston  1401
South Africa

ANNAHIDE BONDED 
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Colour Tricks

Colour Tricks
by Mila Crewe Brown

Pantone 19-4052 
Classic Blue highlight

Tranquil Dawn
- Dulux’ colour of the year

Many might scoff at the notion 
of “Colour of the Year”, 
overlooking it as a marketing 

tool. And it is….a marketing tool, but 
the power that it yields for the entire 
retail and design industry is no joke. 
Furthermore, the research that informs 
these colour trends is vast, with influences 
ranging from the economy and politics to 
the environment. 

That said, let’s take a look at a few 
of 2020’s major colour indicators, the 
shades you’re sure to see influencing 
the design sector in one way or another. 
Pantone, arguably the leader in global 
matters of colour, recently released 19-

4052 Classic Blue as their colour for 2020. 
“The reassuring qualities of the thought-
provoking PANTONE 19-4052 Classic 
Blue highlight our desire for a dependable 
and stable foundation on which to build 
as we cross the threshold into a new era,” 
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treatment as can be seen in Cape Town’s 
The Athletic Club and Social, where 
a gathering of early athletes has been 
painted in a whimsical scene by David 
Brits, for example.

When Kit Kemp launched her folk 
art inspired Mythical Land wallpaper in 
collaboration with textile house Andrew 
Martin International (available through 
Halogen International) it was clear that 
the lust for murals could be translated 
to wallpaper too. Local brands like Cara 
Saven Wall Design and Robin Sprong 
offer a host of mural-esque wallpapers of 
historic landscapes or botanical studies. 
On the other end of the spectrum, their 
photographic reprints of natural scenes 
like forests or mountains for example, can 
transport the viewer when applied floor to 
ceiling.

The wall cladding industry has released 
some incredibly realistic applications 
of late in hyper natural finishes, from 
wood-look to faux stone which come in 
composite options that are suitable for 
exterior application. Even more impressive 
has been the introduction into South 
Africa of stone veneer. This innovative 
product is a genuine stone cladding that 
is backed onto resin or fabric, but its 
incredibly thin profile of around 2mm 
makes it super lightweight and possible 
to apply to curved surfaces. Products like 
Merino India’s Stoven wallpaper, available 
through Deco Surfaces and Richter Stone-
Veneer available through The Granite 
Company truly blur the line between 
cladding and wallpaper.

Unsurprisingly, thanks to the market’s 
thirst for a classic revival, wall panelling 
is having a major comeback. Board and 
batten, wainscoting and even simple 
beading or tongue and groove take us 
back to scenes of handsome studies or 
grand libraries in period homes, bringing 
a dose of richness to a room that’s hard 
to fake. Products like Nutec’s cement fiber 
board and similar PVC options make this 
look possible even in wet areas like the 
bathroom. Originally used around the 
13th century as a precursor to insulation 
in cold homes, wall panelling eventually 
became a desirable decorative treatment 
that we associate with grandeur today.

COLOUR 
TRICKS
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says the brand. Dependability seems to be 
a huge driver for trends in 2020, at a time 
when we’re in major flux as a planet. 

Dulux’ colour of the year for 2020 
expresses a similar sentiment. Called 
Tranquil Dawn, this super soft shade of 
green performs almost like a calming 
neutral, somewhere between green, blue 
and grey. Dulux suggests four ways in 
which to best incorporate this colour 

into room settings, our favourite being 
to mix it with Cheeky Grey and Military 
Green for a warm look that’s reminiscent 
of gently worn heritage interiors. One 
common misconception when it comes to 
paint colours is that smaller spaces benefit 
from lighter colours. To set the record 
straight, a dark shade can bring depth to a 
space by blurring the corners of the room, 
giving the illusion of space.

We’re pleased to report that murals 
are having a major comeback, for their 
ability to infuse genuine warmth and 
nostalgia, as well as a handspun feel that 
printed wallpaper and plain painted walls 
cannot lend. Locally we’ve seen creatives 
David Brits, Michael Chandler and Lucie 
de Moyencourt all painting murals for 
major brands. Restaurants and bars seem 
to benefit particularly well from this 
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22 October 2019: The first thing you 
notice when walking into an office is 
invariably the colour scheme. Not only 
does it convey important information 
about a company’s values and culture, 
but colour selection also has a significant 
impact on employee wellbeing. 

Deciding upon a colour scheme for 
a workspace design requires careful 
planning and client consultation, as it 
is critical to create a stimulating and 
productive environment for employees. 
The careful use of colours not only 
stimulates productivity, but also affects 
the mood, attitudes, and emotions of 
workers.

Hence when designing a workspace, it 
is important to strike a balance between 
keeping employees stimulated and 
motivated, as well as relaxed and calm. 
Trend Group Senior Interior Designer 
Jean Swanepoel points to the science 
of colour selection, which reveals that 
brighter colours such as red and orange 
encourage dynamism and employee 
engagement, raising the energy level in 

a workspace, while cool colours such as 
blues and greens encourage relaxation 
and calmness.

Colour selection has evolved from the 
traditional neutral office look of typically 
navy blue and wood veneer to reflect 
the values of loyalty and solidity. Many 
companies now strive to create workplaces 
that not only reflect their brand, but that 
truly embody that brand and its values. 
In essence, the workplace becomes a 

strategic branding tool. While there is a lot 
more to it than just positioning logos and 
selecting brand colours, colour does have a 
major role to play.

“Nowadays workspaces have to be 
attractive and generate a level of excitement 
and purpose, which plays a vital role in 
companies being able to retain valuable 
talent and skills,” Swanepoel highlights. She 
points to the interior fit-out for WeWork at 
The Link in Rosebank, where Trend Group 

COLOUR 
TRICKS

The psychology of 
colour in office 

design

opted for a neutral colour palette with a lot 
of patterning to individualise the space.

“Gone are the days when a wall is 
painted blue, and that then becomes the 
prevailing colour. Now interior designers 
are becoming far more creative, not only in 
using pops or splashes of different accent 
colours, but to enhance colour selection by 
means of office furniture, ceilings, flooring 
and carpeting, and also surfaces and 
textures,” Swanepoel notes.

“I personally love using yellow, but 
if you overdo it, it can result in anxiety 
among workers, as it is such an energetic 
colour. Hence blues and greens are ideal 
to promote worker stability in the actual 
work environment, as well as meeting 
and focus rooms or collaboration areas. 
These softer colours are ideal here. On 
the other hand, brighter colours can be 
incorporated in breakaway environments 
where you do not need to concentrate that 

much, such as canteen spaces,” Swanepoel 
elaborates.

Working with a specific client on colour 
selection not only requires adhering to 
specific corporate identity guidelines, 
but exactly how these colours are to be 
incorporated in the overall design. “How 
do you use it in the brand? This is very 
important. You have to ensure that the 
majority of your colour scheme links to 
the corporate branding, in order to create 
a sense of identity for staff and to convey 
its values and culture,” Swanepoel adds. 

Therefore, before deciding on the 
final colour scheme, it is important to 
understand the organisation’s culture. A 
workspace’s design and colour scheme 
is paramount in creating an appropriate 
ambience in light of the company culture, 
and can also tell a story. Not only is 
implementing the correct colour scheme 
vital for employee productivity, but also to 
impress clients and visitors. 

An office’s colour is the first thing 
you notice on arrival, and the last thing 
you take away with you, and hence has 
a substantial subconscious effect. The 
choice of colour therefore could have a 
considerable effect on your company’s 
success.

In addition to using corporate colours, 
how to pair this with complementary 
colours is an equally important skill, 
and one that has seen Trend Group work 
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successfully with some of the best-known 
global brands, from Uber to WeWork 
and Oracle. “Clients are confident in our 
expertise, and hence are more open to 
our suggestions as well, as long as there is 
merit in our choices. Of course, everybody 
has their likes and dislikes when it comes 
to colours, so it is vital for us to workshop 
our designs with both the client and their 
staff so as to ensure we have the buy-in of 
everyone involved.”

In terms of the latest trends, Swanepoel 
reveals that the 2020 international colour 

palette will move away from pink, 
orange, and coral towards blue and 
green pastels, and even dark emerald, 
for a more mature and natural look-
and-feel. The emphasis on cleaner and 
softer pastel colours reflects the current 
trend in interior design towards smooth, 
rounded, or geometric shapes and 
objects.

Major corporates that occupy multi-
storey buildings also use their colour 
palette to differentiate each floor, as 
well as providing a unifying theme. 
The crucial thing to remember here is 

that figuring out how to create a colour 
palette that’s perfect for your brand 
takes time, focus, and creativity. There 
are no concrete rules for choosing the 
right brand colours, and there’s always 
a chance that you’ll get better results by 
colouring outside of the lines and going 
against the rules of colour theory. Hence 
it is best to work alongside a team of 
design and branding experts that are 
ready to guide you and work with you 
on a colour palette that works for your 
business.  dw
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“Employers are beginning to recognise 
that, in addition to simply being the right 
thing to do, accommodating neurodiverse 
people can provide a significant 
competitive advantage. Neurodivergent 
employees often tend to have exceptional 
capacity for creative problem solving and 
greater attention to detail.

Creating work spaces that accommodate 
everyone’s needs can seem overwhelming. 

“We recommended several design 
interventions, from improving acoustics 
and lighting to introducing access to 
nature. But one simple, often neglected 
element employers might want to think 
about when considering the environment 
they provide to employees is the colour of 
the walls.” 

Instead of using paint as a decorative or 
branding element, Trim suggested thinking 
about its emotional and psychological 
effect on neurodivergent staff. She cautions 
against using bright colours and bold 
artwork in rooms meant for focused work. 

“Loud colours can actually be oppressive 
for workers who tend to get overwhelmed 
easily.”

A 2016 study in Frontiers in Psychology 
indicated that yellow is the most fatiguing 
and most sensory-loaded colour. 
Researchers said a yellow room can be 
punishing for people with autism spectrum 
disorder whose sensitivity to sensory 
stimulation is already enhanced.

Trim also noted the common corporate 
decorator instinct of painting surfaces to 
match a company’s brand colours. 

“Colours that work on logos don’t 
necessarily work in environments. For 
example, painting walls electric orange, 
once a very popular branding colour, can 
make someone agitated or even hungry.” 

Trim notes that overstimulated 
environments are typical of tech 
headquarters in places like Silicon Valley. 
“They want you to be there for long hours 
but they’ve been proven to stress people 
out. If you’re absolutely compelled to use 
company colours in interiors, introduce 
it in small doses, like desk accessories or 
pillows.” 

This doesn’t mean offices have to paint 
everything in white. 

As a general guideline, light greens and 
blues are the most welcoming colours for 
workers with sensory issues. 

Some neurodivergent workers actually 
need more stimulus too. 

“People who are neurodivergent often 
need areas where they can get their 
energy out; game rooms aren’t just fun 
social spaces. Those are absolutely critical 
for people who have excess energy. These 
are areas where companies can safely 
introduce brightly coloured walls.”

A pproximately 15 to 20 percent of 
people are neurodivergent, a 
collection of conditions that 

includes autism spectrum disorder, 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
and dyslexia. 

Linda Trim, Director at workplace 
design specialists Giant Leap, said: 
“Heightened awareness of neurodiversity 
is leading to a range of more inclusive 
policies and procedures in the office 
space the world over.

“Organisations are increasingly 
making physical and cultural adaptations 
to create physical work environments 
that support the full range of employees 
from neurotypical to neurodivergent.

Does the colour of 
your office 

walls promote 
neurodiversity?

dw
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WALLSCOLOUR 
TRICKS

On The Terrace

ELITE DECO PAINTS has the look 
and feel of wallpaper although it 
is a paint. When applied to your 

wall the texture and effect achieved can 
be mistaken for wallpaper, but it is a 
decorative paint.

The interior walls of a home or office 
have the advantage of changing and 
transforming the space with the help of 
ELITE DECO PAINTS which has the 
look and feel of wallpaper.

ELITE DECO PAINTS is easy to 
apply, offers unbeatable value for money, 
and the appeal will give a wall a subtle 
or bold colour and character.  As many 
people want the versatility of adding a 

texture to their wall with paint colours, 
the decorative paint comes in a variety 
colours and various glosses, sheens and 
glitter.

The glitter paint, with a ready-to-use 
formulation for interior walls, represents 
one of the easiest ways to add long-lasting 
sparkle to walls and rooms, creating a 
shiny coat that resembles a starry sky.

ELITE DECO PAINTS has been  
recently launched in South Africa, having 
been tried and tested in Italy and Turkey, 
and offers unbeatable value for money, 
and the finished product guarantees a 
“wow” response.

ELITE DECO PAINTS can be viewed 
at 13 Corner Brian and Kramer Roads, 
Kramerville, Gauteng or 34 8th Avenue, 
Edenvale 

Telephone: 011 453 8818/78.
facebook.com/elitedecopaints

www.elitedecopaints.com

ELITE DECO PAINTS
Adding texture 
to your world

dw
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ON THE
TERRACE

Indigenous to the Eastern Cape, 
Portulacaria Afra is a bright green, 
small-leaved succulent plant with a 

contrasting red stem found in Southern 
Africa. Apart from the seasonal nectar-
rich pink flowers, it does not appear to 
be anything spectacular at first, but don’t 
be fooled – it is a very special plant and 
considered a miracle tree by many.

The spekboom plant (also called 
Elephant Foot or Bush, Dwarf Jade or 
Pork Bush) is an indigenous sprawling 
shrub or small tree that can grow up to 
four metres tall. Usually found in rocky 
places and grows prolifically in drier parts 
of the country. Spekboom propagates 
easily from cuttings and can live up to 200 
years. Cuttings, however, must be kept 
dry to prevent rotting. Allow the cleanly 
cut edges of the cuttings to dry out for a 
few days before planting it in well-drained 
river sand. Compost and fertiliser will 
enhance better growing conditions.

Phenomenal 
Portulacaria Afra

The leaves are edible and pleasant but 
change as the sun rises and sets. During 
the day leaves have an acid flavour and 
they become less acidic towards the 
evening. This delicious greenery is heavily 
browsed by game and especially by 
elephants (hence it being called elephant 
bush). The spekboom flowers provide 
food for many insects and this, in turn, 
attract insectivorous birds. The larvae of 
the Duadem butterfly also feed on the 
Portulacaria species.

The Afrikaans word spekboom directly 
translates to ‘bacon tree’, which is how 
the name ‘porkbush’ came into being. 
High in nutrients, especially Vitamin C, 
spekboom is a perfect addition to a salad 
and can add a delicious flavour to a stew. 
Juiced leaves are used as an antiseptic and 
to soothe skin ailments such as pimples, 
rashes, insect stings and sunburn. In 
Mozambique, breastfeeding mothers eat 
spekboom leaves to increase their milk 
supply.

This low-maintenance, water-wise 
plant can survive on as little as 250 – 
350mm of water per year! Spekboom 
has a photosynthetic mechanism which 
allows it to adapt to all weather conditions 
so it can survive extreme conditions and it 
is also an excellent soil binding plant that 
prevents soil erosion.

This phenomenal little plant not helps 
to remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere – improving the quality of 
our air, but in fact, it can absorb between 
four to ten tonnes of carbon per hectare 
and uses carbon to make plant tissue 
and produce oxygen. Although all plants 
trap carbon dioxide from the air to 
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photosynthesize and grow, spekboom is 
highly efficient at this because it can still 
trap carbon dioxide even if its breathing 
pores are closed.

Here’s how it works: Spekboom has 
the ability to change its photosynthesis 
pathway depending on rainfall and 
temperature. When conditions are 
favourable, it trots the same pathway 
as other plants (C3 photosynthesis). 
However, during harshly dry 
conditions, it switches to a different 
type of photosynthesis called CAM 
(Crassulacean Acid Metabolism). Now 
the plant closes the pores (or stoma) in its 
leaves and branches during the day so that 
no unnecessary transpiration takes place. 
Yet it remains able to photosynthesise. 
This is made possible by acid that builds 
up in the leaves during the night (stored 
as carbon dioxide) and is broken down 
during the day. 

If you are ever looking for a versatile, 
low maintenance plant that can be turned 
into a hedge, a bonsai, used as ground 
cover, a large bush, or to serve as a 
firebreak, the spekboom may just be the 
plant for you.

www.ineeden.co.za

ON THE
TERRACE
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AcoustiX is a polyester fibre sheet 
made up of 50% recycled raw 
polyester fibre and is 100% 

recyclable at the end of this incarnation. 
The polyester fibre is obtained from 
collected, used drinking and detergent 
bottles identified as PET and being 
recyclable.

The bottles are sanitized and chopped 
up into chips and fed into a hopper, mixed 
with virgin material then heated to form a 
resinous substance which is then extruded 
through thin needles to form fine fibres. 
These are meshed together by being 
cooled down and compressed, forming a 
webbed material not too dissimilar to felt.

This material is cut into boards to 
form standard sheet sizes that have a 
life expectancy of 10 years plus and 
have excellent acoustic and insulative 
properties. Polyester fibre is the most 
popular residential insulating material 
used today as it is healthier for occupants 
and the installers. It contains no glues 
in the resin, no form of formaldehyde, 
which could release gas over time, and 
does not release small glass fibres that can 
cause cancer or any other health related 
problems.

AcoustiX

AcoustiX is currently being imported in 12 colours but special colours, thicknesses and 
patterns are imported on request for projects. Corporates have also asked us to match their 
company’s pantone colours which is very achievable as the material is very easy to print on.

This product has proven to be so exciting to us because for designers it is like working 
with a blank canvas or a good piece of wood. What can you make with a piece of wood? It 
is an interior architect’s dream material. It ticks so many boxes: light-weight; customisable, 
sound absorbent, fire retardant, easy to cut, moisture proof, eco-friendly, simple to 
construct, value for money, pinnable and cleanable to name a few of the benefits.

www.cdsplastics.co.za

ACOUSTIC
PANELS
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Eight finalists from universities 
around South Africa have already 
won the regional competitions 

and will meet at The Wanderers Club 
in Johannesburg between the 4th and 
6th May 2020 for the 33rd Corobrik 
Architectural Student of the Year Awards 
evening.

The annual Corobrik Architectural 
Student of the Year Award is the country’s 
premier event to highlight the creative 
and technical talent of the cream of South 
Africa’s architectural students and to drive 
the advancement of design excellence 
nationally.

Participating universities include: 
University of the Free State, University of 
Cape Town, Nelson Mandela University, 
Tshwane University of Technology, 
University of Johannesburg, University 
of KwaZulu-Natal, University of Pretoria 
and University of Witwatersrand.

Participants’ thesis models are available 
to view at the Wanderers Club between 
8.30am and midday on the 6th May 2020.  
Tertiary institutions are encouraged to 
send architectural and design students to 
view the models and listen to a student 
lecture.  

www.corobrik.co.za
dw

EVENTS

Design Joburg, produced by 
Media 10, was the recipient of 
several highly prestigious prizes 

at the fourth annual ROAR Awards, 
the respected awards platform for the 
exhibition organising industry in Africa. 
Design Joburg won the highest accolade 
for ‘Best Trade and Consumer Exhibition’ 
(under 6000m2) as well as ‘Best 
Marketing Campaign’ (also in the Under 
6000m2 category). In addition, Design 
Joburg exhibitor Belgotex was honoured 
in the ‘Best Stand’ category. The awards 
were held at a glamorous event on 31 
January 2020 at the Gallagher Convention 
Centre in Midrand, and are hosted by 
the Association of African Exhibition 
Organisers (AAXO).

The ROAR Awards are a platform 
for talented and dedicated industry 
professionals on the African continent 
to celebrate their achievements, and to 
facilitate the creation of opportunities 
to grow their businesses within the 
continental exhibition arena. 

“We are thrilled to receive top honours 
and to be recognised by our industry and 
peers,” says Design Joburg’s Show Director 
Sandra Barrow. “Getting a fledgling off 
the ground is never easy, but with the 
dedication and passion of our entire 
team, we’ve pulled off an exceptional 
international-quality design show”.  

This year, Design Joburg takes place 
at the Sandton Convention Centre from 
22 to 24 May 2020. The Media 10 team 

are anticipating yet another award-
winning exhibition, showcasing a rich 
combination of tradition and modernity 
from South Africa’s design scene.

More about the show:
Now in its fourth year, Design Joburg is 

poised to captivate visitors again this May. 
Hailed as the African continent’s leading 
annual décor and design focused show, 
this year will see #DJ20 upping the ante 
by bringing together a stellar cast of South 
African, continental and global pioneers 
and trailblazers of the design world – all 
under one roof.

Returning to the show are headline 
sponsors Sanlam Private Wealth along 
with SA Tourism. Also back are the 
dynamic creative directors, Philippe 
van der Merwe and Greg Gamble (of 
celebrated retailer and interior design 
studio Tonic), to steer the show’s aesthetic 
with flair.

Collaboration remains the heart of 
Design Joburg.  Once again, the CoLab 
features will see five industry trailblazers 
tasked with creating evocative roomsets – 
from bedrooms and bathrooms to home 
offices and sitting rooms. The concept 
involves teaming up with local and 
international brands, offering real take-
home inspiration for visitors. 

Bringing a level of culinary distinction 
to this year’s increasingly exciting line-
up is celebrated Sowetan-born chef 
Wandile Mabaso. He will partner with 
architect and long-time friend of the 
show, Jo van Rooyen of JVR Architects, 
in conceptualising the show’s main 
restaurant. The Hendrick’s Gin Bar, always 
a hit with visitors, is back for a third time. 
A leading local designer will take charge 
of using the brand’s unique blend of 11 
botanicals as visual inspiration.

A further highlight is The Architect’s 
Gallery, a showcase of some of the 
country’s most lauded architecture 
projects, once again curated by leading 
architecture and design trio SAOTA, 
ARRCC and Okha. The show’s theatre 
also returns, completely reimagined and 
enhanced with talks and displays that will 
shed light on various topics.

Finally, the Finishes Lane is a new 
feature focusing on all those final touches 
that get your interior (and exterior) across 
the finish line – this will no doubt be an 
attractive resource for visitors.

www.designjoburg.com  

DESIGN   JOBURG 
WINS 3 ROAR 

AWARDS
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Events

16 – 20 February 2020

EuroShop 2020

Messe Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf, Germany

www.euroshop-tradefair.com

26 – 28 February 2020

Design Indaba

Artscape Theatre, Cape Town

www.designindaba.com

27 Feb – 1 Mar 2020

HOMEMAKERS EXPO

Ticketpro Dome - Johannesburg

https://www.homemakersonline.co.za

30 April – 1 May 2020

Decorex Cape Town

CTICC

www.reedexpoafrica.co.za/decorex/

22 – 24 May 2020

Design Joburg/Rooms On View

Sandton Convention Centre

www.designjoburg.com

21 – 23 June 2020

The Hotel Show Africa

Gallagher Convention Centre

www.thehotelshowafrica.com

6 – 10 August 2020

Decorex Joburg

Gallagher Convention Centre

www.reedexpoafrica.co.za/decorex/

Information correct at time of going to press.

Corobrik student awards
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EVENTS

A frica’s top hotel and hospitality 
industry trade show, the Hotel 
& Hospitality Show, will launch 

an exciting new Game of Chefs challenge 
this year, where local chefs will compete 
for prize money and a place in the 
WorldChef Battlefield Champion of the 
Masters in Kuala Lumpur.

In an action-packed three-day 
showdown, the Game of Chefs will see 
eight teams of four chefs each having 
to produce a three-course menu for 15 

guests from a mystery basket - all in under 
two and a half hours. 

Competition Director and Austrian-
born Chef extraordinaire Martin Kobald 
of ChefMLK School of Cooking says the 
competition is a new platform for South 
African chefs to compete at international 
level.  Fellow Competition Director, 
culinary judge and renowned Chef Jeff 
Schueremans says the Game of Chefs is 
the ultimate challenge for local chefs, and 
will be judged in line with WorldChef 

judging criteria, by a panel of local and 
international judges.

To enter the competition, the minimum 
qualification is that the team leader must 
be a sous-chef, with the remainder of the 
team comprising a qualified pastry chef 
and two commis chefs.  Watch the video.  

Formerly known as the Hotel Show 
Africa, the rebranded Hotel & Hospitality 
Show is the must-attend event for 
food services, hospitality stakeholders 
and hotels.  The event will also feature 

Hotel & Hospitality Show unveils exciting new Game of Chefs   
SA chefs to compete for a place in international challenge

highlights, including the one-day 
Hospitality Leadership Forum, and 
the hotly-contested Southern African 
Housekeepers League of Champions 
competition, in which hotel housekeeping 
teams will race against the clock to prepare 

rooms to the highest standards in only 
seven minutes. For more information, 
and to enter the Housekeepers League of 
Champions, go to

 
www.thehotelshowafrica.com

This year, the Hotel & Hospitality Show 
will also debut new highlights including a 
Women in Food, Beverage & Hospitality 
Awards event, recognising outstanding 
achievement across 10 award categories 
including Emerging Entrepreneur of the 
Year, Best Women’s Skills Development 
Programme, and Hotel Chef of the Year. 
For further information 

www.africabig7.com

The Hotel & Hospitality Show is 
presented by dmg events and will be co-
located with SAITEX – Africa’s original 
multi-sector trade show – and Africa’s 
Big 7 food and beverage sector show, as 
part of Africa Trade Week at Gallagher 
Convention Centre in Johannesburg 
from 21 – 23 June 2020.  Africa Trade 
Week attracts over 10,000 attendees from 
around the world each year.

A limited number of stands are still 
available. For information

www.dmgemsforms.com

dw
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EVENTS

DECOREX DURBAN 
19 - 22 MARCH // 

DURBAN EXHIBITION 
CENTRE

Register

A leading Durban interior designer 
driven by the satisfaction of his 
clients, Frans Alexander of Frans 

Alexander Interiors describes himself as 
a perfectionist: ‘I’m driven by the result 
and outcome of each project. Knowing 
that I have achieved the desired emotion 
is what pushes me to ensure every one of 
my clients’ experiences the sense of joy 
design can bring!’ 

Frans Alexander Interiors was founded 
in 2002 and the company works across 
Residential, Hospitality and Commercial 
projects. All projects tend to be led by a 
feeling, an ethos, rather than an aesthetic. 
‘I believe that the key to each successful 
interior lies in the details and it’s there 
where I like to invest a lot of effort in order 
to achieve a well-executed space. The 
small details are what elicit an emotional 
response from a space,’ he notes. 

Over and above his own vision however, 
the designer aims with each project to 
reflect the client’s own viewpoint. ‘The 
goal is to create a space which is unique 
and reflects the homeowner’s personality, 
but one that is also functional, timeless 
and comfortable,’ he says. 

The satisfaction that comes from a job 
well done is something that inspires and 
motivates Frans Alexander Interiors. 
Projects like the villa designed recently 
in Polokwane – which was featured on 
SABC’s Top Billing – stand out. The client 
wanted a family home that combined 
luxury and comfort, but beyond that the 

designer was given great creative freedom 
and it shows in the end result.  The best 
sense of achievement for him is when 
he sees the client’s gratitude for the end 
result.

You’ll be able to see Frans Alexander 
Interiors’ passion in action and appreciate 
the dedication to craft firsthand at 
Decorex Durban in March 2020, as he has 
been selected as the Feature Designer for 
the prestigious show. A longtime friend of 
Decorex, he has participated in the annual 
event for many years – from heading up 
the ECR Man Cave to being chosen as 
the Spotlight Designer in 2016. He’s also 
played the role of Decorex stand judge 
– assessing other designers and brands’ 
exhibition stands and awarding those that 
really stand out.

As a leading showcase for interior 
design trends, Decorex Durban is a must-
visit on the calendar for design insiders 
wanting to keep abreast of current 
developments, as well as homeowners 
looking for exciting new products and 
inspirational ideas for their own spaces. 
This year’s Spotlight Designer agrees that 
it’s a crucial platform to allow designers to 
engage with the public and the industry. 
‘I’ve always loved the show’s ability to 
introduce design to people. Decorex 
Durban has always been a showcase for 
the design community where they can 
weigh up what is relevant and upcoming,’ 
he says. 

For this year’s event, he will draw on 
his own notion of luxury to create an 
aspirational setting that appeals to the 
senses. ‘My concept for Decorex Durban 
this year is based on my personal style 
of what I believe luxury living to be,’ he 
comments. Using a colour palette that 
induces a sense of calm and tranquility, 
he’ll combine tactile textures with high-
end finishes and luxury fabrics. 

Follow Decorex Africa on social media:
Facebook: @decorexafrica
Twitter: @decorexSA
Instagram: @decorexafrica
Blog :www.reedexpoafrica.co.za

www.reedexpo.com

Everyday Luxury 
Frans Alexander Interiors brings a sense 

of flair to Decorex Durban

dw
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AROUND AND 
ABOUT

Design means making things 
easier (and, where possible, 
more sustainable, too). This 

formula could be used to describe the 
common approach taken by the young 
creative minds whose designs have been 
shortlisted for imm cologne’s 17th Pure 
Talents Contest. Intelligent, sustainable, 
original and also beautiful to look at 
– these are the 20 best entries to imm 
cologne’s competition for up-and-coming 
designers. In January, they will be on 
display in the special exhibition at the 
Interior Business Event in Cologne.

The shortlist has been finalised 
A total of 20 innovative products from 

the interiors world of 23 international 
designers will be on show at imm 
cologne 2020 as part of the Pure Talents 
Contest exhibition. With their design 
solutions, the young designers have 
addressed climate change or developed 
multifunctional ideas for changing living 
circumstances. The prototypes presented 
in person by the designers range from 
an open-source vacuum cleaner to a 
collection of vases made of 100% recycled 

acrylic through to multifunctional tables 
and workstations. The Pure Talents 
Contest showcases 20 ideas for the 
lifestyles of tomorrow.

With 862 products submitted from 
59 nations, Cologne’s competition for 
the next generation of designers is set to 
reaffirm its international reputation. A 
new panel is assembled to judge the Pure 
Talents Contest every year, and this year’s 
jurors met in Cologne in October to view 
the products that had been submitted 
from all around the world. Only 20 have 
made it through to the exhibition, which 
attracts designers and manufacturers 
as well as design enthusiasts every year 
during the Interior Business Event, 
imm cologne. In keeping with its high 
standards for quality and internationality, 
the Pure Talents Contests 2020 jury 
demonstrates its usual high calibre with 
designers Sebastian Herkner (Germany), 
Philippe Malouin (United Kingdom) and 
Gesa Hansen (Germany/Denmark) as 
well as Art Director at Cappellini, Giulio 
Cappellini (Italy), IDEAT editor Johannes 
Hünig and head curator of Helsinki 
Design Museum, Suvi Saloniemi.

The competition, promoted and 
organised by Koelnmesse for what is 
now the 17th time, is specifically aimed 
at designers who are still studying or 
have recently completed their education. 
It is one of the world’s most prestigious 
international contests for young design. 
Entrants once again include many students 
and recent graduates from distinguished 
design schools such as Design Academy 
Eindhoven, École cantonale d’art de 
Lausanne (ECAL), Bauhaus University 
Weimar, Lund University and Beijing 
Central Academy of Fine Arts. Sebastian 
Herkner draws attention to the well-
rounded international mix represented 
by the entrants and the high quality of 
the designs put forward by this year’s 
competitors. In addition to dominant 
themes like sustainability, he was 
also struck by the recurrent motif of 
transparency and the lightweight nature 
of the materials used in many of the 
products. “Overall,” the Offenbach-
based designer says, “the selection shows 
the whole spectrum of product design 
from the conceptual and sometimes 
even poetic to classic furniture design, 
including the design of lighting fixtures 
and textiles, and all the way through to 
gallery objects.”

While much of what is currently 
on-trend in home furnishings is again 
glamorous and elegant, the selected 
products by the next generation of 

Pure Talents Contest 2020: 20 ideas for the lifestyles of tomorrow
Köln, Germany

designers are characterised by a relatively 
low-key appearance, often coupled with 
the no-less-elegant appeal of subtle 
seriousness and a refusal to compromise. 
In creating their pieces, some designers 
have imagined themselves in different 
living circumstances and questioned 
habits and standard responses, seeking 
out more sustainable alternatives. The 
exhibition will feature many everyday 
objects that have been reduced to their 
bare essentials, making modern life 
simpler and more manageable. The jury 
has stressed that many of the shortlisted 
products are already very advanced. 
“Maybe it has something to do with the 
uncertain times we’re living in, but even 
the designs created by the young are less 
experimental and instead more enduring 
and serious,” says juror Suvi Saloniemi, 
commenting on the high quality of this 
year’s competition entries, “but in a good 
way, an elegant way – there are some 
really beautiful things.”

Always there to promote young designers
The next step for the 23 nominees 

is to get ready to travel to imm cologne 
2020. The shortlist of contestants includes 
four teams, while one designer has got 
through to the exhibition stage with two 
products. This year’s finalists come from 
13 different nations; alongside a strong 
field of contestants from Germany and 
the rest of Europe, Asia is remarkably well 
represented with six shortlisted designers.

imm cologne takes its role in 
supporting young talent very seriously: 
“We deliberately focus on the quality of 
the exhibited designs, rather than on their 
quantity,” explains Matthias Pollmann, 
Koelnmesse’s Vice President Trade Fair 
Management. “We are thrilled by the 
success of this concept. Every year, the 
Pure Talents Contest produces designers 
who are able to establish themselves in 
the market and celebrate successes. Our 
competition doesn’t seek to make money 
from the young designers. Instead, we see 

it as an investment in future generations 
of creative talent and thereby in the 
vitality of the interiors sector. This sets 
us apart from many other trade fair 
locations.” Koelnmesse not only covers 
the shortlisted designers’ travel and 
accommodation expenses, it also bears 
the cost of transporting and presenting 
the exhibits.

Pure Talents Contest: a snapshot of 
design students’ imagination

“It’s a strong shortlist that we’ve found, 
with products featuring minimalist but 
very strong design,” says Gesa Hansen, 
who was pleased with the balanced mix 
of male and female designers. Philippe 
Malouin sees in the competition a 
manifestation of the fact that the younger 
generation of designers is working more 
cooperatively than his own in order to 
save both costs and resources. Ultimately, 
the designs are also a reflection of the 
challenges facing our society, because 
young designers question the status quo 
and can develop ideas for tomorrow’s 
lifestyles during their studies, regardless 
of production technology conditions.

Photo credit: Marie Kurstjens, Iva Coskun; Koelnmess

Levi by Marie Kurstjens and Iva Coskun
Levi: 

The worktable reimagined.
The centrepiece of the design is thejoint: 
The continuous range of adjustments at 

any angle enables the universal use of very 
different tabletop sizes and shapes. Levi 
is mobile, lightweight, intuitive, and can 
be assembled and disassembled without 
tools. Folded flat, the X-base is a space-
saving design for easy stowing and, flat-
packed, keeps storage and transport costs 
down.

JoJo by Sofia Souidi
JoJo is a lamp that is wound up by a 

string and emits a bright, warm light. 
Within a short period of time, the light 
becomes dimmer before it goes out. The 
idea for the project is that the change 
in light can create a sense of time. The 
playful interaction of the pulling to turn 
the light on is reminiscent of a yo-yo, or 
“Jo-Jo” in German, and gives the lamp its 
name and its shape.

Photo credit: Sofia Souidi; Koelnmesse

SoftShelf by Peter Otto Vosding
SoftShelf is a minimalist shelving 

system. Upholstered walls with functional 
stitching details form the frame for 
shelves, drawers and many other elements. 
These features make the shelving system 
a universal product for furnishing the 
most diverse spaces. It creates an inviting 
atmosphere while naturally also assuming 
the function of acoustic elements.

Photo credit: Peter Otto Vosding; Koelnmesse



70    February  2020 • dw   71        dw • February  2020

design teams who have been selected 
for the shortlist and will therefore take 
part in the associated exhibition at imm 
cologne are already winners. They have 
the opportunity to present themselves 
to a broad audience in an attractive, 
high-quality setting and make their first 
contacts with manufacturers and media 
representatives. But the three official 
prizewinners from these top-20 entries 
will not be chosen until the trade fair. 
Following an examination of the exhibited 
prototypes, the jury will make their final 
selection on the first day of the trade fair 
and present the victors with their special 
awards. In addition to this, an Audience 
Prize will also be awarded for the first 
time for the Pure Talents Contest 2020, 
the winner of which will be determined 
through a people’s vote via the social 
platform Instagram. The names of those 
taking home prizes will be announced 
in an awards ceremony at the event 
forum “The Stage” (Hall 3.1) at 2 p.m. on 
Monday, 13 January 2020.

Sustainable product concepts and 
flexible products for changing needs

A sustainability theme runs through 
the submissions to the Pure Talents 
Contest like a common thread. It would 
appear that the curriculum of all national 
and international design schools features 
product development under resource-
efficient conditions that are as climate 
neutral as possible. Renewable natural 
materials or recycled materials have 
been used particularly frequently in the 
chosen designs, but high-tech materials 
feature as well. Everyday products that 
make behavioural habits, consumption 
or energy a sensory experience is another 
theme that is inspiring young designers. 
The number of concepts looking for 
alternatives to common electrical 
appliances or ways of reusing functional 
components in upcycling projects is also 
striking.

High rents, increasingly small homes 
and constantly changing living situations 
are also notable features of a young 
designer’s everyday experience. These 
circumstances have prompted many of 
them to develop flexible and individual 
product solutions that can be used for 
multiple functions, leading to the creation 
of multifunctional room dividers, 
lightweight and ingenious fittings and 
constructions for products and folding 
furniture that are easy to assemble and 
disassemble.

According to the judgement of Giulio 
Cappellini, “Many of the projects that 
we have chosen are more or less market-
ready, because they are distinctly smart 
and elegant, with the right balance of 
material use, technology and focus on 
customer need. These 20 projects give a 
complete overview of what’s going on in 
contemporary design right now.”

The twenty chosen designs will be on 
show at imm cologne in the renowned 
Pure Talents Contest exhibition located 
in the passage between Halls 2 and 3. For 
the nominated entrants, the presentation 
of their creations at imm cologne is the 
ideal platform from which to launch a 
successful career in design.

Awards presentation: four prizes for 
the best products from the Pure Talents 
Contest 2020. Those designers and 

AROUND AND 
ABOUT

PIPE-LINE by Peter Otto Vosding
PIPE-LINE is an extending table 

whose mechanism serves as the central 
design feature. Two pipes flow into 
each other akin to a telescopic rod and 
function simultaneously as the extending 
mechanism and frame. The visible screws 
in the sides and the demonstrative display 
of all the functional parts make PIPE-
LINE a unique extending table. The 
colouring indicates the table’s function 
and highlights the parts to be moved.

Photo credit: Peter Otto Vosding; Koelnmesse

Binomio by Giuseppe Arezzi
Binomio is a hybrid piece, a two-sided object consisting of three simple shelves placed 

at different heights from the floor. It is multifunctional: it can be used as a desk or as a 
wardrobe, but can also be a table for dining alone, a bench to take off your shoes, a hanger, 
a bedside table, a bookshelf, an altar or a prie-dieu, as well as a support for any type of 
object. Binomio is made of solid, lacquered beech wood.

Photo credit: Studio Giunta; Giuseppe Arezzi; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Will Cook; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Thalea Schmalenberg, Kasper Friis Egelund; Koelnmesse

Fold by Thalea Schmalenberg and 
Kasper Friis Egelund

Inspired by the simple shape of a 
paper fan, Fold combines the familiar 
accessory with a contemporary light 
solution. By unfolding and placing the 
paper shade into the aluminium stand, 
the table lamp enhances this pleasant yet 
playful interaction between subject and 
object. Fold contrasts paper and metal, 
traditional craftsmanship and industrial 
design, hereby finding an aesthetic 
balance between feminine and masculine 
connoted materials.

CLICK by Will Cook
Inspired by his own frustration with being unable to afford high quality designer furniture,Will set out to design a quality 

product that is accessible to young professionals and students. CLICK is foremost a joinery system. The click-together joint 
enhances the user experience by eliminating the frustration of furniture assembly, leaving the user to appreciate the function and 
beauty of the piece.
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Stratum Tempus by Daan De Wit
Stratum Tempus is a vase collection based on a self-developed, 

ecological and material-conscious technique. By laser-cutting 
sheet material such as 100% recycled acrylic or bamboo into 
concentric, thin layers, conical and organically shaped objects are 
created with less material and almost no waste. The spiral shape 
creates a natural elegance. As a result, they have no façade and are 
changeable when moving, creating a dynamic experience in space.

Aspirator by Qing Deng
Using yelling to make a seat for reducing negative emotions: 

People who suppress emotions are prone to mental illness. The 
Aspirator venting machine is a psychological vacuum cleaner that 
helps people vent negative emotions. When people are unhappy, 
shouting or saying something to the Aspirator will make the 
airbag inflate. In the end, people can create a seat made from their 
own negative emotions and relax in it to find solutions to their 
problems.

According to the Grain by Sho Ota
Wooden seats for appreciating the 
materiality of wood: 

This project highlights the quality of a 
wood knot, the character of which is often 
treated as a defect and neutralised in 
industrial processing. By chiselling down 
12mm from a flat surface and chiselling 
out the knots, its three-dimensionality 
and texture are enhanced and its unique 
materiality becomes palpable to the 
casual viewer. The surface can now reveal 
more secrets and help the user imagine 
what this material once looked like in its 
natural state.

Photo credit: Qing Deng; KoelnmessePhoto credit: Daan De Wit; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Sho Ota; Koelnmesse

Uion by Da Zeng
Explore and create a kind of Oriental 

style using the universal language of design: 
The appearance revolves around the shape 
structure of the letter “U” and suggests the 
shape of traditional Oriental armchairs, 
highlighting a sense of rhythm between 
straight lines and curves. In terms of material 
technology, the rattan of different thicknesses 
is made with a hot bending process, and all 
the unnecessary structural parts of the seat 
are removed, so that the use of materials is 
minimised, showcasing a simple and quiet, 
natural beauty.

Photo credit: Da Zeng; Koelnmesse

Skilja by Nelita Olsson
A flexible wall for a flexible home: The 

household has gone through big changes 
over time, and as we move into the future, 
flexibility might become a greater need. 
Skilja was created to support this future 
flexibility. Skilja is a modular wall, and 
with rods, joints and fabric, you can 
mount it to facilitate the current needs of 
your home.

Photo credit:Nelita Olsson; Koelnmesse

Udon Stool by Anton Mikkonen
The Udon Stool is made of solid ash 

wood and has unique aesthetics acquired 
with a 2D CNC machine. The clever use 
of the router bit enables the distinctive 
shape of both the seat and the legs. The 
stool is constructed from a total of five 
pieces, which are cut out with a CNC 
machine, resulting in a highly efficient 
manufacturing process. The stool aims 
to create a sense of playfulness using 
traditional materials and modern 
manufacturing techniques.

Photo credit: Anton Mikkonen; Koelnmesse
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CURTAIN by Wing Yin Ng
A modular space divider design based on the exploration of curves and 

structures. The shape was inspired by and expresses the energetic flow of sea waves, 
which is natural and boundless. This is done by connecting the arches in different 
directions to create a wavy frame that looks like a curtain. The structure allows 
unlimited extension lengths and changes of direction. CURTAIN, the distorted 
frame makes it possible to look at space from a different perspective.

Photo credit: Wing Yin Ng; Koelnmesse

Flow Chair by Filip Lenarcik
Flow Chair reinvents well-known flat-pack furniture. It 

consists of four main elements and eight joints. Assembly is 
fast and intuitive. It can also be reassembled multiple times 
without sacrificing strength. Flow shows that flat-pack 
furniture doesn’t need to be frustrating and of low quality. It 
can also offer a timeless look, honest materials and durability. 
Details, such as brass joints, are made by hand, which gives 
the chair a unique character.

Tenok by Tim Krahmer
An open source vacuum cleaner that you can build yourself: 

More than half of all vacuum cleaners are functional when they 
are thrown away. A waste? Absolutely – but also an opportunity 
to make something useful again from what appears to be 
rubbish! By means of a 3D-printed adapter, Tenok can be 
equipped with used vacuum cleaner parts from nearly all 
manufacturers. The detailed online construction manual is 
designed to encourage even people without technical expertise 
to make one.

Braided weave by Sofie Leenen
Handmade, braided, woven carpet that can transform into a 

basket: This project started as an investigation of the similarities 
between textile weaving and basket braiding. The constructions 
of the techniques differ greatly, and each technique has its own 
characteristics of complexity and identity. The carpet has a flat 
surface with a circular contour. A rope is pulled through the 
loops at the ends. When the rope is pulled, the contour of the 
circle comes together as a 3-dimensional shape.

Efterlyst by Moa Lundfeldt and Gustav Rossander
Efterlyst is a stationery area light that can function as a 

mobile light source for improving quality of life for people 
that are temporarily off the grid. The lamp continues to 
illuminate during a power outage due to its integrated 
battery. The charging station and lamp are designed as a 
unit, encouraging the user to connect the two again after 
usage to ensure that the battery is always charged.

Photo credit: Filip Lenarcik; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Wing Yin Ng; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Sofie Leenen; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Tim Krahmer; Koelnmesse

Photo credit: Moa Lundfeldt, 
Gustav Rossander; Koelnmesse

OMIT by Hiroyuki Morita
OMIT is a non-electric vacuum cleaner that works 

by small action. It does not have the same power as a 
conventional vacuum cleaner but works silently and is 
handy. It can be used at any time of the day and in any 
place without electricity. The idea was inspired by my 
own daily life. Living with flatmates, I usually cannot 
use the vacuum cleaner on weekdays because of the 
noise. With OMIT, life can be less noisy and handier by 
omitting electricity.

Triplex Stool by Whitnie Yvette Lau and Dennis Cheung
Triplex is an experimental item of furniture that pushes the 

physical limits of a stool, from structure, weight and dimensions 
to assembly, delivery and after-life. It is unprecedented in the 
industry. The module is made of flax fibre, one of the strongest 
natural cellulose materials. Designed with a strategically curved 
geometry, the less than 3mm thick stool stands elegantly on its 
arches and embraces the weight it carries.
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By locating most of the parking to the south alongside the big box 
retailers, which also creates a visual and sound barrier, all the project’s 
components fall into their appropriate place. This organizational 
structure of the site both grounds the library and allows the municipality 
to gradually increase programming to reflect the seasons and the 
municipality’s sports and cultural development priorities. The site will 
vibrate to the rhythm of festivals, day camps, hockey games or even host 
Christmas markets.

While developing the project, the architects were also attentive to the 
lighting of the site, including elements such as an electric meadow in the 
Jardin des Voltigeurs, a series of light points along the power line and 
the walkway, and by installing illuminated soffits under the building’s 
overhang. This electrical park is a tribute to one of the important aspects 
of Drummondville’s history: electricity.

Organization of the library 
The layout of the library and other programming elements, such as 
the Drummondville Historic Society and the Arts and Culture and 
Immigration Department is untraditional. From the outset the architects 
decided that people should be able to enter the site freely, as one would 
a shopping centre or a train station; a café was therefore placed at its 
centre with tables positioned to take in attractive vantage points or offer 
privacy.

Alongside the required secondary entrances, two main entrances were 
created, one opening onto the parking lot and the other opening onto 
the park on the Des Forges Street side, which can be reached through 
the linear walkway and the Jardin des Voltigeurs. The building can 
remain open outside library hours by closing the entrance opening onto 
Des Forges Street, sealing off the north staircase and closing technical 
services to the south. This approach leaves only the circulation counter 
in the central space accessible, which has a minimal impact on the space 
due to its discrete hotel lobby counter design, which equally encourages 
the use of the automated circulation services. 

Originating from an architectural competition, the 
Drummondville Library project transposes the historical, 
cultural and poetic essence of the region into a studied 

urban and architectural composition. Since the city was founded by a 
garrison of soldiers-turned-farmers 200 years ago, the Saint-François 
River has been the main protagonist in the historical and cultural tale 
of Drummondville and the central Quebec region.

Crossed by a railway a few years later and exploited by a series of hydro-
electric dams, the Saint-François River enabled the city to develop its 
main economic drivers: industry and turbines. Following a difficult 
period, Drummondville is now embracing the future thanks to its 
intensive efforts in economic development, welcoming the new library 
as the culmination of these efforts and a as dynamic civic space in the 
heart of the city centre.

 A civic space that fills the site 
The architects desired to work with the entire site; they considered 
the library building from a broader perspective, as a civic facility, part 
of a large integrated civic complex within a park. The main objective 
was to use this project as a catalyst to reverse the growing isolation 
the site was facing as it was becoming cut off from Lindsay Street, the 
main commercial and human-scale avenue of the city. To address this 
problem, they engaged a dialogue between the other project on the site: 
the skating rink, as well as the various components of the library.

Physically, the project positions itself on the site in relation to the power 
line, positioning itself on either side of the easement. Using the axis 
of the power line as a mirror, the main library building sits along the 
easement line to the east, linked to Des Forges Street, while the skating 
rink and its accessory building are on the west side. This strategy 
creates the impression of a single larger project, reaching Lindsay Street 
with a linear walkway along a garden – the Jardin des Voltigeurs – and 
creating a public space on the street, which can be used for seasonal 
events.

Drummondville 
Public Library
Drummondville, Canada
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This enables the multifunctional room to be alive both in the evening as 
a space for theatre or during the day as a multi-purpose space. Equipped 
with dressing rooms and a control room, the multifunctional room is 
equipped with a stage that can open onto the inner courtyard when 
the curtains are drawn. This room, located in the center of the library 
near the main staircase, can accommodate a hundred people and has 
complete scenographic and multimedia equipment for the performance 
of shows, training, municipal events.

At the centre of the space, within an impressive double-height space, 
unfolds the vertical circulation: a grand sculptural staircase composed 
of two off-centred helical stairs, opening several vantage points onto the 
library, the exhibition areas and the garden adjacent to the periodical 
reading room. The large intermediate landing of this staircase serves a 
dual purpose: it can be used to showcase collections or objects on display 
and gives visitors a place to pause or change direction, reinforcing the 
idea of free circulation.

 The two gardens remain present on the second floor and help define the 
level’s two main areas: fiction and non-fiction for adults, the latter also 
leading to the terrace located to the south. Between these two areas on 
the south side of the library is an electronic library and an area for teens, 
both adjacent to the bleachers. These create both a space for families, 
bridging the children and adult areas, and a unique space that offers 
views of the skating rink and winter sports, or, in summer, views of an 
area where a wide range of activities can take place.
Iron slag, blue steel and wood – the building envelope  

The design of the building envelope stems from several considerations. 
First, the architects created a high-performance envelope in terms of 
sustainable development, appropriate for a library while ensuring a 
certain uniformity. Translucent glass panels cover a stainless-steel 
envelope, ceramic glass panels control solar gain and transparent 
panels offer directed views of the site and provide natural light for the 
work, relaxation and reading spaces.

Secondly, a unique specificity was given to the envelope by 
embedding physical traces of Drummondville within the thickness 
of the envelope. The architects drew inspiration from the iron slag; 
the blue-tinted residue is a reminder of the first heavy industry in 
Drummondville, large quantities of which were produced and likely 
the foundations of several local streets. The milky appearance of this 
industrial by-product can also be associated to the whiteness of ice. At 
certain moments in the envelope, the use of perforated steel creates a 
bluish watermark behind the ceramic or translucent glass, a reminder 
of the iron slag. Combined with the warmth of the worked wood in 
the staircase and the wooden floor on the second floor, the blue tint 
gives the envelope a unique dimension. 

The environnemental dimension 
The sustainable development vision of the Drummondville library 
remains, still today, prospective and evolving. The current technical 
knowledge simplifies the answers to the immediate imperatives 
of cost and increasing the comfort within the space. The basic 
electromechanical concept is based on flexibility, ensuring the current 
equipment can adapt in the future to the evolution of knowledge and 
technologies. In the meantime, a heat exchange system between the 
rink and the library optimizes the financial, energy and environmental 
resources of the community.

These two complementary uses, which require opposing hot and cold 
requirements, allow loop energy transfer for nearly six months of 
the year, reducing the scale of energy systems and energy demands. 
Without compromising performance improvements in the future, 
today’s technical capabilities exploit the integration of collective 
resources to ensure an exemplary and sustainable development of the 
financial and environmental resources of the Drummondville Library 
project.

www.chevaliermorales.com
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The Lounge, imagined by Elodie Ricord in close collaboration with 
the Uzik Agency, reveals 120m2 of light and nature, intended for 
recreation, relaxation and well-being. Here we are immersed in a 

unique green decor where nature runs in our senses. Dived in a homely 
environment, this project reinvents dream and freedom, highlighting a 
detailed architecture in a familiar and atypical context. « Let us travel 
between digital and matter and share this enriching and unlimited 
culture of the world. Unveil the essential of this inspiration, creating a 
visual harmony, where objects humanize themselves, invest the space 
and take life. Some animal lights, a ludic library, a modular bench, an 
iconic clock, an organic decoration where nature takes place. Welcome 
in this creation signed by Elodie Ricord, showing this desire of escape 
where time stops just for an instant. Here and elsewhere, through the 
entire world, to be at home, is to be already at Google ».

Google France
St Lazare, Paris
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The Workshop
Google reveals its new space, « The Workshop ». This 180m2 place 
is installed in the St-Lazare area in Paris. It offers to its prestigious 
customers a return to childhood between dream, freedom and travel. 
This project was created by our designer Elodie Ricord in close 
collaboration with the Uzik Agency. A desire to dream being in an 
immersive space between digital and matter. « Here and elsewhere, 
through the entire world, being at home, is already being at Google ». 
In this project, all has been considered: the interior design, the made 
to measure, numerous fun accessories offering a sense of humor, a 
relaxing and escape feeling. Elodie Ricord honours natural materials, 
oddity and culture, in a minimal spirit. The comfort is thought flexible, 
in an atypical environment, where everyone participates in one way or 
another in the transformation of the place. The common thread of the 
project was to create a « home » atmosphere, preserving its freedom of 
expression, its creativity and innovation. « The image of the brand, in the 
geometry, the raw materials, the reflections, the light, the colors bloom. 
Multiplying the wood materials, aerating the space and illuminating the 
matter, the fabrics, to off-center the verticality, some velvet warming up 
the place. At the core of the space, the library harmonizes itself, culture 
takes place. Like pixels in the sky, golden buttons adorn themselves and 
unite. The useful is there, just what it needs. Some storage here and 
there, books, decorative objects, our designer transforms this place 
which inspires and relaxes. As birds in the sky, art creates itself, reveals 
itself and flies away thanks to this creation signed by Elodie Ricord »

Image : © Nicolas Meunier / area of intervention : interior design, 
scenography / Partners : Uzik / Arnaud Mielvaque / Atelier Stephan 
Coville / Aliah concept Design / One events / La Grande Serre / Bo 
Concept - France / Moustache / Seletti / Serax / Mathieu Challières / 
Bloomingville / English Translation: Tilia Weevers dw
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WOOD-SKIN covers the dome and walls of the new 
Assembly Hall of the United Nations Palace in Geneva. A 
flowing expanse of wooden ‘dunes’ clads the circular hall, 

featuring the patented process that allows the digital design of flexible 
three-dimensional coverings.

WOOD-SKIN is the design and technical partner for the renovation 
of the United Nations Room XIX in Geneva, commissioned to the 
architectural firm PEIA Associati, through a generous donation from 
the State of Qatar. The project reinterprets the diplomacy, tradition, 
calligraphy and the landscape of Qatar through contemporary materials, 
technologies and design languages.

The realization of this room embodies the best of Italian design and 
know-how. Peia Associati, a world-class architectural firm, has chosen 
the AI Group as its engineering support and CCM as its general 
contractor.
 
For the furnishings, finishes, and lighting, WOOD-SKIN worked 
alongside Matteo Grassi, FLOS, Casalgrande Padana and Wallpepper. 
Other European and international partners include Taiden/Media-
Vision, Wilkhahn, and Krion/Porcelanosa.

The hall, with a capacity of 800 and an area of 4,000 square meters, is 
the largest and most technologically advanced of the UN, a model for 
future projects. 

The restyling of the ceiling was done with Mesh Sheets, the most iconic 
product of the WOOD-SKIN family, which allows total freedom of form. 
The result is an architectural macro-membrane of about 1,000 square 
meters in okoumè, warm and very lightweight wood with a flamed 
grain, perfect for anchoring to the pre-existing historical structure. 

The WOOD-SKIN system also made it possible to integrate the circadian 
lighting by FLOS in a fluid way, along with the complex engineering 
required by a conference hall of the future. Air conditioning, video 
projectors, robotic cameras, and sensors were carefully positioned in the 
design phase and then seamlessly installed, creating an organic system 
that takes advantage of the features of WOOD-SKIN as a platform for 
technological integration.

An important feature of the space is its high-performance acoustics: 
the parametric modelling software allowed us to simulate the behavior 

The ceiling of room 
XIX of the United 
Nations palace in 

Geneva
United Nations

of the surface and its deformation until achieving the volumes dictated 
by the technical/acoustic requirements of the space. The wall and ceiling 
panels, in addition to having characteristics of sound diffusion, are 
engineered to manage high and low sound frequencies. The complex 
geometries generate an irregular surface that promotes sound diffusion, 
thereby reducing echo. The textile core of the cladding, on the other 
hand, make the panels behave more like fabric than wood, capable of 
absorbing even the lower range of frequencies.  

The use of a sculptural language breaks the symmetry of the circular 
conference room, giving the space a new dynamism, but also new 
metaphorical resonance. 

The ceiling recalls the incessant movement of sand dunes, and the lighting 
system reflects the circadian rhythm of sunrise and sunset. The wooden 
wave panels on the walls change rhythm according to the acoustic 
optimization of the circular space, but they also symbolically represent 
the mission of the UN to promote and facilitate peace and diplomacy. 

Peia Associati’s architectural design interprets the assembly space in all 
its physical and institutional complexity. WOOD-SKIN, thanks to its 
innovative technology that provides the solution to the most complex 
design challenges, complements the architecture both functionally and 
aesthetically.
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to create a composite that could adapt to every architectural need. 
WOOD-SKIN is a next-generation surface born from the direct 
correspondence between the physical material and its digital version, 
which allows architects and engineers to design complexity itself, 
certain of the future behavior and limits of the material.

• As is often the case in projects using WOOD-SKIN, the ceiling of 
Room XIX was inspired in part by a specific form – the dunes of the 
desert. The sinuous lines are discretized and divided into triangles, a 
recurring geometry for the optimization of complex surfaces. Together 
with the architects, numerous iterations of the pattern were created, 
geometries with a precise cultural heritage, which were then gradually 
abstracted to arrive at the current configuration.

• The various phases of the design of the large free-form ceiling 
followed one another in a fluid manner, without having to modify 
the underlying structures. WOOD-SKIN is supported by a series of 
guylines that serve both a structural and aesthetic function, whose 
positioning and measure is also defined by software. A lightweight and 
invisible forest of thin steel cables that, with a density 70% lower than 
traditional systems, easily supports all 5 tons of the 1,000-square-metre 
dropped ceiling.

• WOOD-SKIN is an extremely lightweight material, so it was not 
necessary to reinforce the existing structure of the dome in order to 
install it; on the contrary, the WOOD-SKIN solution weighs far less 
than the original ceiling.

• With WOOD-SKIN’s Mesh Sheets a multitude of forms can be 
obtained, depending on the ‘tile’ shape (in this case, triangles for 
the ceiling, rectangular strips for the walls), giving each project the 
possibility of being unique and unrepeatable in its details, but also of 
creating a visual and structural continuum.

• Thanks to WOOD-SKIN technology, the panels were transported 
flat to the construction site. This, together with the lightness of the 
material, made installation quick and easy, as well as minimizing the 
environmental impact.

 www.info@wood-skin.com

Technical Features
• The restyling of the ceiling of Room XIX of the United Nations Palace 

in Geneva was realized with Mesh Sheets, the most iconic product of 
the WOOD-SKIN family, which allows total freedom of form. The 
1,000-square-metre ceiling is finished in okoumè, a wood known for 
its flamed grain, warm color, and lightweight.  

• The characteristics of WOOD-SKIN made it possible to bring to life 
the concept of the architects, Peia Associati, inspired by a sequence 
of shifting sand dunes turned upside-down, counterbalanced by the 
starry sky of the nations below.

• WOOD-SKIN explored new horizons of design and engineering 
through close collaboration with architect Giampiero Peia, which 
resulted in a truly unique space. The customizability of the material 
enabled the creation of heretofore unthinkable volumes and forms 
that would otherwise have been impossible given the complex 
structural demands of the project.  

• WOOD-SKIN is a semi-rigid membrane that makes complex forms 
and movements possible. A composite of wood and fabric only a few 
millimetres thick, the modularization of the surface into flexible ‘tiles’ 
proved to be the ideal solution for creating the desired volumes.  

• The large ceiling area was designed using special parametric modelling 
software and proprietary WOOD-SKIN software. By virtually 
simulating the behaviour of a semi-rigid membrane, these tools 
enabled the surface to be shaped at will until achieving the volumes 
dictated by the technical requirements, allowing the correct cone of 
visibility, the refraction of light and sound, and the positioning of the 
lighting, electrical and climatic systems. 

• Working with such complex forms using traditional techniques 
would have been a very difficult operation to carry out, onerous in 
terms of both time and expense. Thanks to the special characteristics 
of WOOD-SKIN, a flexible and “digital” cladding, it was possible 
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Southern Sun 
Ridgeway Lusaka 
completes stylish 

refurbishment
Tsogo Sun

December 2019 - Southern Sun Ridgeway Lusaka, located in 
Lusaka, Zambia, has completed a long-awaited refurbishment, 
to the value of over $7 million. The newly-unveiled rooms 

and public areas bring a fresh, contemporary design to one of Zambia’s 
oldest hotels, first opened in 1953.

“As part of our continued programme of reinvesting in our products, we 
have given our accommodation an elegant makeover. A city landmark, 
Southern Sun Ridgeway has been the hotel of choice for business 
professionals, NGOs, Lusaka-locals and adventure seekers over the 
decades,” explains General Manager, Paul Norman.

Inspiration for the refurbished rooms focused on the rich copper and 
gemstone resources of the southern African country, with the rich 
colours of emeralds, amethyst, aquamarine, tourmaline, garnet and rose 
quartz informing the hotel’s new colour palette. The country’s heritage 
is further reflected through the distinct pattern carpets, and the natural 
wonders of Zambia are highlighted through the wall art featuring 
magnificent indigenous trees.

Every room is equipped for a great night’s sleep with blackout curtains, soft 
and spacious beds and walk-in showers. Feel-at-home comforts include 
complimentary WiFi, flat-screen DStv and 24-hour room service.

In addition, Southern Sun Ridgeway Lusaka has completed upgrades to its 
reception area, public toilets, and business centre. An additional boardroom 
is also now available, seating 16 people. The Musuku Restaurant is currently 
being refurbished and is expected to be completed by the end of November 
2019.

Southern Sun Ridgeway Lusaka has 154 rooms, 6 meeting rooms, a restaurant, 
bar and terrace, and a swimming pool and fitness centre. One of the hotel’s 
most renowned features is the pond-courtyard complete with resident reed-
home weavers and baby crocodiles - a Lusaka central destination for dinner 
dates, business breakfasts and ladies lunches.

www.tsogosun.com
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

www.designingways.com

We know the names of clouds 
– Cirrus, Stratus, Cumulus 
and Nimbus. These simple 

names and their divisions did not 
just happen, they were the result of 
acute observation by an amateur 
meteorologist called Luke Howard, 
who presented the specific names 
in a lecture in 1802. This created 
great interest and controversy, but 
the names have stayed. Mr Howard 
used the Linnaean form of a Latin 
name followed by a descriptive term, 
as established in botany and biology 
in the 18th century by Linnaeus, the 
Swedish botanist.

Cirrus (Hair) are the high-level fine 
wind clouds whose bases are above 
6 kms above ground. These are 
sometimes called mare’s tales, and 
they indicate that changes of weather 
are on their way. 
Stratus (layer) are the middle level 
clouds, their bases between 2 and 
6 kms. They often look like woolly 

sheep scudding across the sky, until 
they group together and from them 
comes rain, fog and mist. With the sky 
showing through broken up stratus 
clouds, these formations are called 
mackerel skies. 

An old seaman’s proverb stated:
“Mackerel skies and mare’s tails
Make lofty ships carry low sails’

In other words, they were an advance 
warning of stormy weather. 
Cumulus (Heap or pile) are the low 
clouds, bases below 2 kms. Despite 
their low bases, they can pile up 
into heaps of rounded shapes, often 
spectacularly lit by the sun. 
Nimbus (rain) is the storm cloud, with 
its appropriate sounding name. 

The largest cloud of all is the 
Cumulonimbus, often rising through 
all three altitude bands. This is 
abbreviated to CB, or in flying 
terminology, Charlie Bravo. Pilots 

keeps a wary eye on Charlie Bravos, 
and give them a wide berth, as they 
are full of fierce tumbling winds and 
currents. 

There are other terms used in 
nephology (the study of clouds) which 
describe cloud phenomena; incus or 
anvil is the shape of a cumulonimbus 
when the top has been flattened 
by high winds; virga meaning rods, 
describe rain falling out of the clouds 
that does not reach the ground.
The subdivisions, such as cirrostratus, 
altostratus, stratocumulus created a 
more recent final list of ten clouds in 
all, with Cumulonimbus as number 
10. “Sadly, it is no longer classified as 
cloud nine – the meteorological origin 
of that happy expression.”

The Invention of Clouds by Richard 
Hamblyn ISBN 0 330 39195 X

Gill Butler

Naming the Clouds
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BRIGHT IDEAS

Marta Perla has designed Siro, a 
semi-spherical table lamp with 
a disc at the front releasing 

in its interior  an oblique light thanks to 
the slim LED light source. Seen from the 
front, Siro appears to consist of two two-
dimensional elements, giving the illusion 
of being perfectly balanced on a surface.

It takes its name from the necessity, 
so typical of man, to search in celestial 
movements, possible links between one’s 
own past and cosmic phenomena. Hence 
Siro, deriving from Sirius, the brightest 
white star in the night sky.

Siro comes in two sizes and two 
finishes: satin bronze or satin gold, 
with the interior of the sphere in white, 
heightening the contrast in colour in a 
simple, graphic way.

Oluce
Siro, Marta Perla

JOHANNESBURG SHOWROOM 
Shop 3B,  Bridge on Bond centre, corner York & Bond street, Kensington, 
Randburg, 2194 |  011 262 0202 

WWW.COREFURNITURE.CO.ZA

A proud member of the Core Holdings Group. An ISO 9001 compliant and BEE Level 2 company.

CAPE TOWN SHOWROOM 
87 Sir Lowry Road, Woodstock, Cape Town, 8001 |  021 461 9078 87 

INTRODUCING BOCA DO LOBO
EXCLUSIVE DESIGN
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0861-1-TAYLOR (829567)
www.taylorblinds.co.za

Beautifully finished and manufactured in South Africa from hand-selected solid timber, our Timber Wood 
Range of shutters is 100% custom made. For those whose sense of style often outweighs their budget, 
these shutters offer a stylish, yet affordable solution.

TIMBER WOOD SHUTTERS

THE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATIONTHE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATIONTHE GLOBAL FAVOURITE IN WINDOW DECORATION

SOLID, RELIABLE, BEAUTIFUL
AND AFFORDABLE. FOUR WORDS
YOU DON’T OFTEN SEE TOGETHER.


