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Design Joburg is an undoubted 
highlight on the design and 
décor calendar, and with good 

reason. Now in its fourth year, the full-
scale show is a polished showcase of 
where interiors and design, fashion, 
architecture and sustainable design 
practices are in South Africa, where new 
talents are putting their energy, and what 
the future holds for design as a vehicle of 
change and drive in Southern Africa and 
further afield.

Design Joburg is on from 19 to 21 May 
2022 at the Sandton Convention Centre, 
while the fringe event - Design Joburg 
Collective (which will include industry 
walk-arounds, trend talks and networking 
events) kicks off on May 17, and will be 
live in nearby décor and design districts 
Kramerville and 44 Stanley. Both 
events are an opportunity to enjoy an 
intense design download at your leisure. 
Coordinate your visits with clients' and 
friends' meet-and-greets, and dip in and 
out to the events that appeal. 

CREATIVE PANEL
Award-winning contemporary 

multimedia visual artist Trevor 
Stuurman, ideas synthesiser Sir Abner 
Makgamatha, interiors maven and 
Cocoon Lifestyle founder Bilala Mabuza,  
and artist and creative director Manthe 
Ribane Liebmann, N A T U R A .co-
Lab, form Design Joburg’s Creative 
Panel. Collectively, they are driving 
Collaborations and Highlights, and have 
pooled their resources to create a deeply 
immersive experience that embraces 
technology and tech innovations, 
sustainable design practices, explorations, 
and a post-pandemic response to the 
world as we know it. 

“As the world looks to the African 
continent for creative inspiration,as Africa's 
leading design event,  Design Joburg is set 
to redefine collaboration as a design tool 
for progressive thinking, bringing together 
the very best of “Glocal” creative trailblazers 
and innovators.” Sir Abner.

EIGHT MUST-SEES & DO'S
• Fringe Factor.  Design Joburg 

Collective is a must-do for the 
local décor world’s decision makers 
and devotees alike - a collection of 
décor-focused events hosted as a 
‘fringe’ to the show.  The Collective 
includes Lexus VIP-chauffeur drives 
and on-foot walk-arounds, industry 
gatherings and brand launches, studio 
showcases, trend talks, workshops 
and importantly, a chance for lovers 
of décor and design to gather again 
and immerse themselves in the world 
they love. 

• Walk This Way. For the first time, 
Design Joburg is offering two unique 
walking tours to sign up for, one will 
focus on architectural buildings and 
the other on fabric and furnishings 
for interior design.

• The Design Theatre is a space to 
pause and catch up on fascinating 
and eye-opening design-focused 
talks, both from local shapeshifters 
and commenters, and international 
mavens, who will be broadcast in via 
the Design London platform.

• Headline sponsor Sanlam Private 
Wealth is presenting a showcase of 
brand new work by leading female 
creatives Mpho Vackier from The 
Urbanative, Imiso Ceramics’ Zizi 
Poswa, and Candice Lawrence from 
Modern Gesture.

• The Architects’ Gallery, a showcase 
of some of the country’s finest 
architectural projects. This year 
however, the introduction of a 
3-dimensional immersive element 
will bring each of the buildings in the 
gallery to life.

• Always a hit with visitors, the 
Hendrick’s Gin Bar returns, using 
the iconic gin’s signature blend of 11 
botanicals as its design cue.

• Once Again, the show’s restaurant, 
designed by Always Welcome, will 
be a focal point and an immersive 
space where design, architecture and 
food converge. 

• The best part of a show with a design 
bent is the opportunity to shop, and 
the Retail Corridor is a dedicated 
space where visitors can take a 
slew of locally designed lust-haves 
home with them – from cushions to 
ceramics and of course a phone full 
of images to mull over for further at-
home inspiration.

www.designjoburg.com

Design Joburg 2022  
The Return: 17 - 22 May 2022

South Africa’s edgiest design and décor show, in its most 
Afropolitan city, is back!

Bilala Mabuza

Trevor Stuurman
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Design in the city.
South Africa’s edgiest design and décor show, in its most Afropolitan city, is back!

Don’t miss Design Joburg and fringe event, Design Joburg Collective, a full-scale 
showcase of decor, design, food, architecture, technology, sustainable design  
and so much more. 

Meet the makers, innovators, shapeshifters and commenters. Take a tour,  
attend a trend talk. Network, create and collaborate. 

designjoburg.com

#DesignJoburg22   #DJC22

19–21 May  
Sandton Convention Centre

Design Joburg Collective
17–21 May, Kramerville & 44 Stanley

Design
Joburg
2022.
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KEEPS UV RAYS OUTSIDE
WHERE THEY BELONG. 

®Our screen roller blinds are specially designed to protect you, your flooring and furniture from UV Rays and 
glare. Combining function and beauty, these blinds maintain a temperate climate while bringing a level 
of architectural sophistication to your home and are available in over 100 different fabrics to match your 
design needs. 

TAYLOR ROLLER BLINDS
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With blinds like these it is more than just redecorating. It’s re-
ivigorating. Our venetian blinds offer a variety of stylish forms 
for you to choose from. Whether you prefer the contemporary 
styling of our aluminium blinds, the versatility and practicality 
of our styro wood blinds, the natural serenity of our bamboo 
blinds or the timeless elegance of our wooden blinds, you’ll find 
an option that meets your design needs.
www.taylorblinds.co.za                                                 0861-1829-567

Black Round Ranch Pendant
Code: WE-KLCH-397-36

Cape Town: 7 Kunene Circle, Omuramba Business Park, Milnerton, 021 552 4370
Johannesburg: Units 8 & 9, The Arena, Capital Hill Business Park, Halfway House, Midrand, 011 312 1247

info@klight.co.za  I  www.klight.co.za  I  Facebook.com/klightimport

D E S I G N •  S E R V I C E • Q U A L I T Y

Viewing Showrooms Only, K Light Import supplies only to Retailers and not the public directly.
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A s the climate crisis continues to 
worsen, it has never been more 
important for brands to become 

more sustainable. With the fashion 
industry already taking strides to improve 
its carbon footprint, it is now time for the 
world of interiors to look at how their 
products can be more eco-friendly.

Introducing our Eco ranges, marking 
a new chapter in the world of responsibly 
sourced fabrics.

Combining both recycled polyester 
and organic cotton, our two new Eco 
collections have been designed with the 
environment in mind. The materials 
reduce waste and limit the need for 
harmful chemicals, improving the quality 
of the soil we walk on, the air we breathe 
and the water we drink.

The two new collections, Harlow and 
Coastal Retreat, both offer the same 
trend-led and colour confident designs 
that you would expect from a Prestigious 
Textiles import collection.

Harlow
Introducing Harlow, a vibrant collection 

of hand-painted florals, Jacobeans and 
damasks.

The collection combines upbeat design 
with sustainability and has been inspired 
by English botanical gardens. The debut 
collection has been designed with the 
environment in mind. Combining both 
recycled polyester and sustainably grown 
organic cotton, Harlow’s prints, weaves 
and embroideries reduce landfill waste 
and the need for harmful chemicals.

Coastal Retreat 
Inspired by staycations and the revival 

of the great British seaside, Coastal 
Retreat offers a sophisticated take on 
nautical interiors. This Eco collection 
embraces sailing boats, underwater 
scenes and handprinted shells, alongside 
watercolour spots, painterly Jacobeans 
and a coordinating diamond geometric. 
Presented in a palette of sea-blue, 
sunshine yellow and bright coral, the 
sustainably sourced fabrics are also 
available in a wipe-clean matt or glossy 
finish.

What makes our Eco Collections Eco-
friendly?
Recycled Polyester

Starting their lives as plastic bottles, 
our Eco fabrics help reduce harmful 
waste. Just 500g of recycled polyester 
fibres saves 10 plastic bottles from landfill, 
which otherwise would take 450 years to 
decompose.

What are the benefits?
• Recycling 1 ton of recyclable plastic 

containers saves 5.7 square metres of 
landfill space.

• The process of making recycled 
polyester uses 90% less water than 
standard polyester.

• Recycled polyester requires 70% less 
energy than virgin fibre production.

• 1kg of recycled plastic can keep 60 
water bottles out of landfill.

• 51 billion plastic bottles go into 
landfill annually worldwide.

Organic Cotton
Cotton is a renewable natural resource, 

but the future of cotton production is 
vulnerable due to poor environmental 
management and working conditions. 
Choosing Eco-friendly fabrics offers 
the assurance that the Organic Cotton 
production is certified to meet organic 
agricultural standards.

Organic Cotton production helps 
sustain the health of soils, ecosystems, and 
people by using natural processes rather 
than artificial inputs. Importantly, organic 
cotton farming does not allow the use 
of toxic chemicals. Instead, it combines 
tradition, innovation, and science to benefit 
the shared environment and promote a 
good quality of life for all involved.

What are the benefits?
• No chemicals are used in the growing 

of organic cotton to help reduce our 
environmental footprint.

• The process uses 91% less water and 
62% less energy than conventional 
cotton.

• 80% of organic cotton is rain-fed, 
helping to reduce the pressure on 
local water sources.

• When choosing organic cotton, you 
are investing in water conservation, 
cleaner air, better soil and farmer 
livelihoods.

• Its production keeps farmers and 
their families safe as they are not 
exposed to toxic chemicals.

www.stuartgraham.co.za

Going Green with Eco Ranges
Discover our new Eco-friendly fabric ranges.

TRADE WINDS
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Interslab is a proudly South African-
owned wholesaler of engineered 
quartz, exotic granite, and marble 

slabs. As the official distributors of 
Caesarstone, Eezi Quartz, Infinity 
Surfaces porcelain, and Rudi’s Choice 
natural stone, Interslab retains its 
incredible service reputation in the 
industry for meeting a wide variety of 
building, renovation, and design needs.

With the evident industry growth in 
the Pretoria market, Interslab is thrilled 
to expand their reach in this area by 
revamping their showroom, offering 
customers a world-class experience. The 
knowledgeable sales team will assist in 
any queries and be a proud partner along 
your design journey.

With a passion for quality products, 
customer service, and industry 

knowledge, Interslab has curated this 
space with the designer, architect, and 
home owner’s needs in mind. The Pretoria 
showroom is interactive and flows easily 
between the four brands, making your 
final slab selection a breeze. 

We all know the importance of 
personally seeing materials before 
purchasing and installing. With each 
slab offering unique designs, colours, and 
variations, a swatch on any website is only 
an indication, and not necessarily how it 
will look in real life. No matter the brand, 
you need to know exactly what you’re 
spending your money on. Nothing beats 
seeing the large-scale slabs in front of you 
and speaking to a knowledgeable product 
consultant about your next design project.

You can also get your hands on a selection 
of samples, and make use of the interactive 

large-screen visualiser app to get the best 
impression of what your final product 
will look like. It’s a space where you can 
watchyour dream designs come to life.

The incredible team at the Pretoria 
showroom is excited to welcome you and 
be a partner on your design journey – so 
if you’re in the area, come and visit us at 
176 Vonkprop Street, Samcor Park Ext 1, 
Pretoria.

www.interslab.co.za
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TRADE WINDS

Introducing Interslab’s newly-revamped Pretoria showroom
With the incredible industry growth in our Pretoria market,  

Interslab was thrilled to revamp and relaunch our Pretoria showroom.

RP343 PF0024

Chrome & White Pendant
1700mm(h) x 310mm(w)
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SlumberlandSA www slumberland.co.za slumberland_sa

Have Green Dreams on Sustainable Luxury
Celebrate Earth Day Month on an Eco-friendly Ecolux bed

Being environmentally conscious is not just about turning the lights off after leaving a room or not continuously purchasing 
plastic bags at the grocery store.

It’s also about making everyday choices that can determine our future on this planet. Choices that include what you spend 
your money on. The responsibility of living with eco-friendly intent is therefore not solely up to the individual. It is also up to 
businesses to ensure their ecological footprint allows consumers to purchase products that can assist in reducing pollution, 
conserving natural resources, protecting wildlife and slowing the rate of climate change.

It is this ideology that inspired Slumberland’s Ecolux range of luxury beds that are made virtually entirely from renewable 
natural resources and recycled plastics. Technological advances in the fi eld of plastic recycling means the Ecolux mattress 
offers a luxurious knit fabric made from reformulated yarn, sourced from recycled PET (Polyethylene Terephthalate) bottles. 

Its anti-microbial treatment promotes hygienic sleep and long-lasting protection against dust mites and odors. The mattress 
itself is stuffed with recycled PET eco-fi ll, ensuring a luxurious fi rmness. Underneath this are 3D Mesh-fi ber columns that help 
to regulate temperature and prevent heat build-up. These are made of Pulse latex, an energy-saving latex that uses 7.5 
times less energy to manufacture than other latex. 

The individually cased coils are made from discarded steel, but offer the exact same advanced spring system that ensures 
minimal disturbance to you or your partner when either of you move during the night. 

This is all supported on a polyester eco-insulator pad made from recycled PET, creating a barrier between the sleeper and 
the metal spring system. 

The base of the bed is sustainable wood, harvested from forests that bear the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and SABS 
stamps of approval. As the original pioneers of forest certifi cation, the FSC uses their expertise to promote and certify the 
responsible management of the world’s forests, ensuring compliance with 10 principles:

1. Compliance with laws
2. Workers’ rights and employment conditions
3. Indigenous peoples’ rights
4. Community relations
5. Benefi ts from the forest
6. Environmental values and impact
7. Management planning
8. Monitoring and assessment
9. High conservation values
10. Implementation of management activities

Finally, at the bottom of the bed, even the feet are made from recycled PET bottles.

Having offered South African families a splendid night’s sleep on a comfortable, supportive mattress for more than 50 
years, Slumberland is proud to include the eco-friendly Ecolux range that proves sustainability does not mean sacrifi cing the 
extreme luxury that the Slumberland brand is associated with.
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Conscious about the fast-
changing world, Coulisse, global 
specialist in window coverings, 

takes responsibility for their ecological 
footprint. On a daily basis and throughout 
the whole width of the company, but 
also when it comes to developing new 
collections and fabrics. The introduction 
of the Ecoluxury concept is one of the 
many ways in which Coulisse makes an 
effort to contribute to a better world.

Sustainable fabrics
EcoLuxury is a collection of sustainable 

fabrics, built around four pillars: recycled 
yarns, eco produced, OEKO-TEX® 
certified and FSC paper. Production of 
these fabrics has less impact on climate 
change. The company’s window covering 
textiles marked with the Ecoluxury label 
are either made from recycled materials, 
produced in a more responsible way, or 
both. By doing so, Coulisse specifically 
and consciously chooses to focus on a 
smaller collection of well thought-out 
products and materials that can stand the 
test of time, rather than fast-fashion.

Inspired by the beauty of nature 
The Exoluxury label is part of Coulisse's 

new Living Beauty Collection. The 
Living Beauty concept originates from 
Coulisse’s ultimate source of inspiration: 
the beauty of the world. Preserving and 
restoring that beauty is one of Coulisse’s 
key focus areas. Maurice Roetgering, 
one of Coulisse’s founders: ‘Our origins 
lie in Enter (the Netherlands), a rural 
area with beautiful landscapes that 
inspire us every day. We worked on the 
restoration of a farmhouse ‘The Pearl 
of Twente’ dating back to 1600. Also, 
we helped to restore the natural river 
landscape of the Reggedal (the Valley of 
Regge) contributing to the rebalancing 
of biodiversity. Restoring the natural 
and cultural values to their former glory 
is something we are very proud of, as it 

adds to the Coulisse legacy for future 
generations.’ 

Inclusive production 
The establishment of Inclusive 

Production is in line with Coulisse's 
vision of corporate social responsibility. 
This is a small-scale commercial 
production facility where people who 
face barriers in the labour market work. 
Here, staff members manufacture a range 
of products in limited quantities, guided 
by experienced team leaders who make 
sure the results are guaranteed to meet the 
Coulisse quality standards.

No waste lunches 
All employees contribute to Coulisse’s 

sustainability mission in an unexpected 
yet wonderful way: By enjoying daily 
lunches, prepared by gourmet chefs with 
local produce close to the expiry date. 
Enjoying culinary and healthy lunches 
ánd contributing to the reduction of food 
waste is something that is very much 
valued by both the team and customers 
visiting Coulisse’s showroom. 

Sustainability in DNA 
Sustainable thinking seems to be part of 

Coulisse’s DNA, although not much has 
been said about it. 

Catharina Idema, creative director: 
‘It is what we have always done, without 
a plan or agenda, but because we care 
about people and our planet. We have 
decided to put a bit more effort into 
telling the Coulisse sustainability story. It 
is a beautiful and relevant story, now more 
than ever, we have just never felt the need 
to focus on telling it’. 

www.coulisse.com

TRADE WINDS
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Coulisse’s view 
on sustainability 

from sustainable fabrics to 
inclusive production 

S M A R T  I N  A  M I N U T E

motionblinds.com/eve

Discover
more

Eve MotionBlinds motors, developed by 
Coulisse in collaboration with smart home 
specialist Eve Systems, work with Apple 
HomeKit technology directly from an 
iPhone, without the need for a bridge or 
any cloud dependency. 
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Subtle colour tones, clear edges, and 
a noticeable air of orderliness: the 
D-Neo complete bathroom range 

by designer Bertrand Lejoly, offers design 
elements suitable for urban individualists 
whose lifestyles are defined by jettisoning 
anything superfluous.

The bathroom is a haven of peace with 
clear forms and minimalistic design that 
make the daily rituals a regenerative 
experience. 

D-Neo’s minimalistic style language 
is a counterpoint to the fast pace of life 
and creates a sense of constancy in an 
age of short-lived trends. All non-colours 
and subdued beige and brown tones 
commend themselves as design elements. 
Clear and geometric forms create a tidy 
appearance. The minimalist interior can 
adapt to many tastes – no matter whether 
the preference is Scandinavian or urban.

www.duravit.com

D-Neo Minimal
This is pure
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IID

Designers embraced South 
African heritage identity in 
a contemporary home office 

workspace, including seating and storage.
Potchefstroom Academy educate NQF 

6 Interior Design Diploma students with 
the necessary skills to succeed as future 
entrepreneurs; and relevant insights to 
successfully market their skills through 
entrepreneurial pursuits.

DTIC furniture 
design competition 

2021
2022 Awards: Finalist & 3rd 

place winner – 
student category. 

Theme: “Local is Lekker”

Monique Van Niekerk 
(3rd Place Winner)

Hannelise De Klerk 
(Finalist)

Jolene Brink 
(Finalist)

Clay vessels embellished Zulu-
cultured patterns, for Umqombothi 
beers, inspired stylization to a unique 
surface pattern. 

“ULWANDLADLO” flare was born, a 
desk-like credenza. Its multi-functional 
transformation allows for a workspace, 
stow-away seat, and storage. 

Manufactured MDF, Eucalyptus 
cladded panes, and stainless-steel 
structures focused on functionality, 
aesthetics, and ergonomic comfort.  

Participating in this competition 
unveiled my creativity. Being a finalist 
proved that I should trust my instinct and 
challenge my own design innovation.

“SIKILA”, originated from the King 
Protea. Its beauty and durability in harsh 
conditions symbolizes our country’s 
covid resilience; as well as neurodivergent 
peoples’ sociability, learning and other 
mental functions in a non-pathological 
sense, such as myself.   

Manufactured MDF Duco panels 
in unique shapes of the protea petals 

resembled in the legs and shelving. 
Acrylic patterned inlay worksurfaces, 
symbolizes plant roots. 

Design psychology, affecting a 
person’s well-being, fascinates me. 
The participation experience process 
highlighted my own design worth. 
Something to be proud of. 

“ISUGUDE” the Bantu translation: 
“Crane Flower”. Its unique characteristics 
resembles our rainbow nation’s bold 
diversity. 

ISUGUDE’s flip-top workspace, 
storage and accompanying fitted chair 
adapts to the user’s requirements. 
A multi-functional design element 
transformed in an aesthetically pleasing 
small home office.

SA Pine’s raw and coated form, 
multiple benefits for long term use, and 
resistance to moisture and shrinkage 
fosters the ideal preferred material of 
choice. 

My participation validated my time, 
effort, and hard work as a personal 
aspiration. The creative design process 
was a great learning curve.



20    Issue 252 • dw   21        dw • Issue 252

How wonderful it has been to be 
able to get back to some face-to-
face events.  There has been such 

a spirit of enthusiasm with everyone eager 
to network and once again work side by 
side.

We were able to host our first industry 
showcase for 2022 at the end of February 
in Cape Town. Hosted once again by 
the Pinelands Club, this time outdoors, 
the event had a festive vibe and was 
all sunshine and laughter.  The event 
showcased our supplier members Blum, 
Grass, PG Bison, Sonae Arauco, Rehau, 
Max on Top, Novodecor and Franke.  
This was an open house event with the 
doors being open to all.  We welcomed 
guests from all sections of the industry 
– architects, interior designers, builders, 
developers and the kitchen industry.  The 
feedback from the hosts was wonderful 
with deals being struck left, right and 
centre.  Live entertainment, the food 
truck and gin bar helped complete the 
day out.  What made it even more special 
was that we were able to donate the left 
overs from the food truck to the Haven 
night shelter and ensure the delicious 
food we had been treated to was shared 
with those less fortunate.

We also had our first product 
networking evening on Gauteng.  This 
was held at Roco Fittings in Sandton and 
was hosted by Roco, Rehau and Sonae 
Arauco.  

KSA

dw

KSA update Open to all KSA members and industry 
players not part of the association, there 
were over 100 people during the evening, 
and the threat of rain did not dampen 
the desire to get together as an industry.  
The three hosts all had an opportunity to 
present their new ranges and to update 
guests on what is happening in their 
companies.  Guests were then treated to 
a lucky draw with some super prizes and 
some great food.

Coming up on 23 March we have our 
online seminar on how to make the most 
of your showroom.  This seminar has 
been put together by our own Carmen 
Howard, whose extensive experience in 
the retail trade maximizing showroom 
effectivity for brands like Woolworths, 
Foschini and @home, has given her a 
wealth of information to share about 
making the most of a showroom space 
and using it as a sales tool.  With many of 
our members having taken COVID as an 
opportunity to relocated or upgrade their 
showrooms, this talk is perfectly timed to 
allow members to take full advantage of 
Carmen’s knowledge.

Keep an eye out for events still to come: 
A mountain bike fun day in Gauteng 
– tentatively planned for April.  The 
Gauteng industry showcase planned for 
12 May. Then Decorex CT in June where 
the KSA and several of our members will 
be exhibiting.  This is momentous, as it 
will be the first time in two years we have 
been able to be part of an in-person trade 
show.

www.ksa.co.za
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Ethimo and Ilaria Marelli interpret 
new habits for outdoor living 
by creating attractive new 

‘uninterrupted’ solutions; furniture which 
brings a new sense of wellbeing to the 
concept of modularity.

Unrestricted, modular solutions: 
a more authentic reflection of 
contemporary living, which allows spaces 
and boundaries, indoor and outdoor, to 
be redefined.

The Calipso collection, elegant and 
minimal, is the result of thorough 
compositional and stylistic research, 
seeking not just a new modularity and 
expressiveness for furniture, but also a 
new dimension of wellbeing, capable 
of creating ‘made-to-measure’ refined 
settings.

Comfort, aesthetics, personalisation 
and freedom of layout thus express the 
new outdoor project by Ethimo and Ilaria 
Marelli.

“I envisioned Calipso as a versatile 
design with minimalist, elegant lines. A 
‘system’, whose modular spirit enables the 
creation of multiple flexible, reconfigurable 
solutions, ideal for integrating into a wide 

variety of outdoor settings”. Ilaria Marelli 
explains. “It ranges from the simplest of 
layouts, such as a linear sofa or peninsula, 
through to a ‘system’ for the contract world 
with potentially endless possibilities, in 
terms of both length and layout. The truly 
special thing about the concept is that all 
the elements resting on the oversize teak 
base are ‘free floating’ , so that they can 
be moved according to taste and desire, 
offering the possibility of having a free 
space next to the seat, to be used as a 
top or to be completed with an accessory 
surface”.

Calipso is offered in three different 
modules (120x120 cm, 180x120 cm, and 
240x120 cm), each of which consists of 
a base made with natural teak slats, in 
varying sizes. The aluminium frame is 
particularly discreet, so much so that the 
lounge seats appear to be ‘floating’.

The soft cushions are available in three 
sizes (100x100 cm, 170x100 cm, and 
200x100 cm) and are ‘free’ of the base 
they rest on, which is larger than the 
cushions themselves in order to allow 
the utmost freedom in positioning each 
element, according to need. The back 

PRODUCT
 DESIGN
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Calipso
Lounge collection

rests are also unattached, and to ensure 
the body is correctly supported they use 
a special system of support, thanks to the 
inner padding which combines different 
densities of foam. Decorative cushions 
and armrests are available to enhance the 
seating.

Calipso is available in the colourways of 
melange, white and blue.

To complete the lounge collection, 
there are coffee tables with aluminium 
frames, and either an oval top (140x65 
cm) or round top (Ø 52cm). The table 
tops are in Ice White or Emperador Extra 
Brown ceramic stone. The table top in 
the round version only is also available 
in glazed lava stone. As well as the coffee 
tables and seats, it is also possible to add 

a practical tray in the same material as 
the oval tops.

Calipso offers a new way to enjoy 
outdoor living with quality, flexibility, 
style and comfort, effortlessly meeting 
the needs of residential spaces as well as 
the more sophisticated requirements of 
contract and hotel settings.
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The Cali Uptown restaurant 
design project, by Los Angeles-
based Studio UNLTD, includes 

the replacement of the interiors and 
façade of a 2,066 square metre space in 
an early-20th century building with art 
nouveau influences, located in the 10th 
arrondissement neighbourhood of Paris. 
Studio UNLTD translated the client's 
vision of a vibrant restaurant design, 
with a strong connection to the mood 
and lifestyle that inspired the Southern 
California modernist design movement.

The exterior of the restaurant is notable 
for its façade of brickwork, laid out in a 
modernist geometric pattern and painted 
the brightest white. The entry is flanked 
by columns of peacock blue, sending 
out a cheerful welcome to the Paris 
neighbourhood. Interior architecture is 
minimal, with the structural columns of 
the building stripped raw to expose the 
pale stonework, against which punchy 
upholstery colours and loose fittings 
stand out. The flood of natural light from 
floor to ceiling windows and a newly 

Cali Uptown
Paris, France
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installed skylight is punctuated by glass 
globe pendants of various sizes placed 
throughout, with small decorative globes 
illuminating the bar and oversized globes 
over the window seating. Patterns inspired 
by mid-century desert architecture can be 
seen throughout the space in the form of 
concrete breezeblock screens, as well as 
pale, sand-colored brickwork mirroring 
the exterior of the building.

The horseshoe-shaped bar forms the 
energetic core of the space, and is defined 
by an internally lit soffit emitting a warm 
glow through translucent acrylic. Fixed 
bar stools hearkening back to roadside 
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diners are set against a sage-colored 
linoleum bar face, where they are paired 
with a concrete footrest running the 
length of the bar. Seating in the main 
dining room is varied and eclectic, the 
essence of effortlessness. Tables sourced 
from American restaurant supply 
stores feature laminate tops, chrome 
banding, and booths upholstered in ivy 
green vinyl, all inspired by vintage car 
colours, contribute to the space's air of 
authenticity.

A huge skylight was installed over 
an additional seating area, comprised 
of a long, L-shaped banquette and 
cheerful yellow chairs, combining to 
create the feeling of dining alfresco. The 
bright, inviting space is finished with a 
lushness of plant life that strengthens the 
connection to the outdoors and the laid-
back, Southern California vernacular.

Technical sheet
• Technical Project Year: 2021
• Area: 2066 sq. m. 
• Client: Capucine Frerejean and 

Juliette Fossorier 
• Architect: Acte 3 Architectes

www.studiounltd.com

Bedrooms
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Bold stripes, seating areas, multi-
purpose spaces, statement 
headboards, box rooms and 

neutral colours are coming back into 
bedrooms in 2022.

You love them, or you hate them.  
Stripes. Friend to many an interior 
designer and popping up in flooring 
trends for 2022 too, stripes are big news 
in bedrooms this year.  Stripes will be 
incorporated into bedroom designs in an 
altogether bolder and almost theatrical 
fashion for 2022.

Back to those halcyon bedrooms of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
architects and designers really loved a 
seating area in the bedroom.  The key of 
course is space.  Bedrooms were on the 
whole larger and people expected to need 
or to make use of a seating area within the 
bedroom.  Designers are flocking to the 
idea of having a relaxing seating area in a 
bedroom design.  It is no surprise seeing 
sofa trends as big news right now.

Headboards like never seen before.  
Beautiful upholstery or plush finishes 
and all-out design to create headboards 

so spectacular and exceptional that they 
are the design element of the room.  
Headboards are not only upholstered 
in fabrics but also being designed in 
different mosaic or encaustic tile patterns 
too.  Turning headboards from a 2D 
design element into 3D territory.

Box rooms are turning back into 
bedrooms.  It is a bedroom trend that 
is anticipated to go from strength to 
strength.  Smaller spaces are increasingly 
common.  We don’t all have oodles of 
space to work with, and the industry is 

taking note of clever design ideas to really 
enhance smaller bedrooms with clever 
storage, and help a small bedroom space 
feel unique and welcoming.

Calm, peace and tranquillity is 
important in the bedroom.  Bedrooms are 
increasingly becoming a space to not only 
to sleep but also to meditate and spend 
relaxing time in.  Mixing both natural 
colour tones as well as varied textures 
gives a real sense of calm to a bedroom.  

The popularity of green in homes is not 
going away any time soon, and a range 

Bedrooms
by Stienie Greyling

of this shade will be big this year, from 
a calming sage green to deeper, bolder, 
emerald green tones.

Panelling will continue to be a popular 
style element in bedrooms this year, 
adding depth and texture to rooms.  
Panelling will look great behind the bed 
instead of a traditional headboard.  It 
definitely gives a sense of classic luxury to 
a room and is a great statement wall that 
does not look dated.

While nothing new, ottoman beds are 
set to see a revival in 2022.  The hidden 

storage makes these types of beds a great 
option if a smaller space to work with is 
the only choice available.

The bedroom should not be overflowing 
with objetcs, but at the same time should 
be adapted to meet various daily human 
needs.  In this regard, transformable 
furniture is widely used in interior design 
today.  This type of furniture significantly 
saves space and fits perfectly into the 
interior.  Sofa beds, modular sofas, 
integrated structures like drawers, niches 
for beds and wardrobes are widely used.  

An interesting option is to use the space 
around the window as well.  For example, 
one can include the window sill as storage 
for books or have a low chest of drawers 
below.

Bedroom trends may be diverse, 
but they have one thing in common: 
comfort.

Fortunately, cosiness comes in many 
shapes and forms, fitting any interior 
design style taste.
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With over seventy years of work 
in the business, a production 
plant covering over 120,000 

m2 and more than 300 employees, 
Tomasella is a pivotal presence in the 
Made in Italy furniture system that has 
been able to strike the balance between 
a solid company history, and its bent 
towards technological and creative 
innovation.

The company’s extensive catalogue 
features modular systems and furniture 
for day and night areas, from living 
room units to wardrobes, and walk-in 
wardrobes, beds, children’s bedrooms, 
hallway furniture, tables, chairs and 
various types of occasional furniture, as 
well as a selection of accessories such as 
storage units, mirrors, pictures, clocks 
and textiles. 

When combined together, all these 
elements contribute to create coordinated, 
warm and inviting settings that are also 
very modern with precisely manufactured 
details.  Thus, Tomasella’s influence 
extends beyond the products themselves, 
beyond the catalogue, suggesting an 

Tomasella
Made in Italy furniture 

systems since 1948

actual style that can be expressed in many 
ways, thanks to the wide range of finishes 
and materials available.

Customisation is particularly 
important to Tomasella, which is why 
the industrialisation of processes is 
integrated with traditional craftsmanship 
and supported by technological research. 
Thanks to the company’s natural bent for 
flexibility and to its extensive experience, 
all of twenty years ago Tomasella created 
a division dedicated to the development 
and management of turnkey contract 
projects that are now delivered all over 
the world.

Continuously evolving in terms of 
style, technology and international 
strategies that will result in the company 
increasing its presence on global 
markets in the next years, Tomasella 
has decided to add new resources to its 
agenda to strategically tackle the media 
world. That’s why, as of February 2022, 
the company has chosen DesignFever 
to support it in its press office and PR 
activities in Italy and abroad. 

www.tomasella.it 
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For centuries, humans have assumed 
that lying on a flat surface is the 
best way to get a good deep sleep. 

Of course, the quality of that surface has 
got softer and more mouldable over the 
years.

But flat beds are not for everyone. We all 
have unique body shapes and individual 
sleeping styles. After years of research 
and development, Sealy has developed 
adjustable beds for the home to cater for 
that uniqueness.

Anyone who has spent some time 
in hospital has experienced adjustable 
hospital beds. Forget utilitarian design - 
Sealy’s Posturematic Accord and Odessa 
adjustable power bases combine subtle 
elegance with a suite of thoughtful 
touches.

These versatile bases come with 
a wireless remote and the option to 
programme customised, pre-set TV and 
zero-gravity positions. Other features 
are a powerlift motor with a 270kg lifting 
capacity, LCD clock, alarm function, 

flashlight, indirect lighting, free-fall 
design safety feature, and a dual, 

variable-intensity massage 
function.

“Adjustable beds were 
initially associated 

only with hospitals 
and health care, 

however that 

has changed significantly in 
recent years. Adjustable beds have 
become a popular lifestyle choice,” says 
Ras Erasmus, spokesperson from Sealy 
South Africa, a member of Bravo Brands.

The Sealy Posturematic Adjustable 
Power Base also facilitates zero-gravity 
positioning – a sleep position that NASA 
identified as the best way to encourage 
relaxation, as it distributes gravity evenly 
around the body. The zero-gravity 
position is used to support the spines and 
bodies of astronauts as a spacecraft leaves 
the earth’s surface: the head is raised 
slightly, and the knees are slightly bent as 
the legs are raised to about heart level. 

Since a good 
night’s sleep is vital to your 
physical and mental health, it makes sense 
to invest in the best available technology 
to meet your needs.

www.sealy.co.za
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POSTUREMATIC

YOU HAVE THE POWER

You are unique, with positions of sleep, rest 
and relaxation that are yours alone. 
Sleep on a surface that can adjust to suit 
your personal needs. 

Sealy Posturematic Power Base Range. 
The adjustable power base for you. 

sealy.co.za

Let technology 
change your 

sleeping position 
for a better 
night’s rest
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Bathrooms

The bedroom is the space we often 
retreat to for unwinding and 
really relaxing. A key feature of 

Bedroom Blinds is to ensure your blinds 
offer sufficient privacy and help facilitate 
some sleep or rest.

The Cellular Blind is a great blind for 
providing a full blackout fabric, while 
minimising the gaps between the blind 
and the wall. The Cellular Blind is neat 
and compact, and has the additional 
benefit of providing an insulating layer to 
make your home more energy-efficient.

The Vision Blind is also popular for 
bedroom blinds, providing a product that 
can easily adjust between a privacy and view 
setting to give you the flexibility you require.

The combination of a Sheerweave Roller 
Blind and the Ripple Shade is a great 
product to provide two layers to do different 
jobs, The Sheerweave provides a daytime 
view while controlling heat and glare, the 
Ripple Shade is suitable for wide windows, 
it provides the luxury of a curtain with the 
structure and function of a blind.

Screen roller blinds
The Screen Roller Blind will provide 

daytime views and daytime privacy for 
your bedroom. The blind is often paired 
with an additional window treatment to 
provide evening privacy where required. 

The Screen Roller Blind is available in a 
broad range of colours to provide the 
perfect match for your bedroom décor.

Blockout roller blinds
The Blockout Roller Blind is a popular 

choice for bedrooms. The 100% light 
blockout allows you to sleep a little 
later when desired while still providing 
a functional and modern window 
treatment. Available in a broad range of 
colours and textures, you are bound to 
find a fabric that will provide you with 
light control with great style.

Vision blinds
The Vision Blind is a perfectly suited 

product for a bedroom. The blind 
provides easy adjustment between 
privacy and views, while providing a bold 
presence with its striking horizontal lines. 
Available in a broad range of modern 
fabrics and colours including blockout 
options to provide that extra hour in bed 
when required.

Ripple shade blinds
The Ripple Shade is a modern and 

elegant window covering that provides the 
simplicity and structure of a blind with the 
warmth and texture of a curtain. Available 
in both sheer and dim-out fabric options 

the Ripple Shade is a practical and robust 
solution for a bedroom. The heavy-duty 
track systems are well suited to broad 
windows and are available in a variety 
of control options. Motorise your Ripple 
Shade for the ultimate in control and luxury.

Motorised roller blinds
A Motorised Roller Blind offers the 

ultimate control in a room where you 
spend a lot of your time. Where a plug 
point is not available, use a rechargeable 
battery motor that will require charging 
every 6 to 12 months. You can add a 
Tahoma Switch or Home Hub to your 
system to allow control of your blind via 
your smartphone, this will enable you to 
set schedules to control your blinds, or 
control them in groups at the touch of a 
single button or voice command.

www.blinddesigns.co.za

Bedroom Blinds
by Blind Designs

Motorised roller blinds

Vision blinds

Blockout roller blinds Screen roller blinds

Ripple shade blinds
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A bathroom is meant to be a retreat, 
regardless of its size.

From fluted finishes to forest 
green, these are the latest bathroom trends 
for 2022 to take note of for the bathroom 
remodel or simple room update.

The two-in-one shower and bath 
concept is being reinvented.  Now instead 
of a cramped tub with a showerhead and 
shower curtains, a glass divider holds 
a full shower and tub.  It is a wonderful 
solution for those who like maximising 
practicality and convenience.

Blurring the lines between indoors and 
outdoors is not a new concept.  However, 
2022’s bathroom trends do something 
more.  By combining placement, materials 
and architecture, bathrooms feel on par 
with their surroundings.  Expect to see 
more timber indoors and bigger glass 
walls.

With bigger showers and twin 
showerheads, two people can refresh 
simultaneously.  This is a practical as well as 
beautifully symmetric. Bathroom remodel 
ideas of 2022 see showers taking centre 
stage.  An upgrade to a walk-in shower or 
full wet room will make the bathroom feel 
undeniably high end and fashion forward.  
Consider including a skylight above the 
shower which will certainly cast a natural 
spotlight on the luxurious space.

In addition to feature lights, sconces 
and downlights, small bathroom trends 
see more LED lighting in 2022.  One can 
also let tray ceilings or floating cabinets 
stand out more with suitable lighting.  The 
warm glow is sure to give a glam touch to 
a bathroom interior.

There is one element that is become 
a forever favourite, the bathtub in 
the bedroom.  Although not new, its 
style profile gets a reinvention.  Baths 
suitable for clutter free Scandinavian and 
contemporary designs take the top spot 
for the coming year.  These tubs have 
clean lines and unfussy looks offering 
a refreshing break at the end of the day.  
Opt for a freestanding basin instead of 
a standard built-in version to add some 
character to the space.

Choose fixtures that contrast to the 
room’s colour scheme to make them 
stand out even more.  Cool shades are 
holding their spot in the limelight.  Cool 
colours pair exceptionally well with warm 
materials, like wood or bamboo.  White is 
simply one of the colours that will always 
be in style.  Bathroom colours of 2022 
get creative within the limits of all things 
white.

Overall, trends are moving towards 
more of an organic feel than in preceding 

Bathrooms
by Stienie Greyling

years.  Which means more natural, tactile 
materials on walls and floors.  Since wood 
can swell and shrink in an uncontrolled 
environment, wood-like tiles are a great 
alternative.  Vertical tiles can also make a 
room appear bigger.

Detailed and multi-paned tiles add 
interest to clean and minimal bathrooms.  
Slate has an undeniable earthy feel that 
makes it perfect for nature-inspired 
interiors.

A primary bathroom is an opportunity 
to indulge in luxurious details like 
wallpaper.  Magnified florals or flowing 
motifs set an impressive backdrop for 
master bathrooms.  An upholstered 
chair and delicate chandelier are ideal 
companions for a lovely wall design.

Tapware and fixtures are a pivotal part 
of any bathroom and can be the focal 
point of the room.  Choosing the right 
tapware can elevate or change the overall 
aesthetic of the home.  Brass is one of the 
timeless favourite tapware materials, and 
has never really gone out of style due to 
its versatile look and feel.  Often we see 
brass tapware paired with natural finishes 
like wood, marble and stone in both 
bathrooms and kitchens alike.  Brush gold 
tapware works well in a monochromatic 
bathroom, while nickel and brass work 
in almost every type of bathroom and 
kitchen design.

One of the newest and perhaps most 
exciting tapware trend in 2022 is pastel 
tapware.

Pastel tapware is versatile and comes 
in a wide range of colours and finishes.  
Dreamy blues, pinks and greens perfectly 
complement classic grey, white and black 
tones in a room, and add some more 
character to any room.  Pastels are also the 
perfect tones to mix and match with other 
accessories in bathrooms and kitchens, 
and work well with chromes, brushed 
nickels, mattes and more.

Black tapware is here to stay for good.  
Black fittings, especially matte black 
taps and fixtures offer style as well as 
substance.  This style of tapware is one of 
the most versatile choices on the market 
as it works well with a vast array of styles, 
colour schemes and textures, enabling it 
to be a great foundation for a beautiful 
bathroom or kitchen. dw
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water jet and the micro-perforations from which 
one can activate the rain mode. A.Zeta is a wall-
mounted design and, with its form and function  
are perfectly matched, is coordinated to ensure a 
signature wellness shower experience, both in a 
residential space and in a commercial context.

"Being able to take on product design is always 
stimulating because it allows one to respond 
to the demands of the sector, the market, and 
users in an extremely precise manner, and also 
in a way that is akin to designing a spa or a 
hotel. You are led to imagine who might use 
the product, what they might be thinking use, 
in what context and with what expectations. 
Those who use A. Zeta, want to recreate in 
their own homes the wellness experience they 
have enjoyed in spas, and they want to do so 
through an element that visually breaks away 
from the classic forms of tapware; a theme that 
we had already explored with Newform a few 
years ago with the Aqualite collection, which 
guided the company in its very clear vision of 
wellness. A.Zeta once again highlights water 
as the fundamental element of wellness: the 
showerhead evolves with it, simulating its 
movements and focusing on the individual 
to guarantee an authentic experience of 
relaxation" concludes Alberto Apostoli.

www.studioapostoli.com 

The A.Zeta dual function 
showerhead makes it possible to 
apply the wellness concept even in 

domestic spaces.
Alberto Apostoli renews his partnership 

with Newform, an Italian company with 
an established wellness division, and has 
designed A.Zeta, the new 2022 product 
for bathroom interiors dedicated to 
wellness. A.Zeta is a showerhead with a 
segmented steel profile, like an aesthetic 
representation of flowing water. The 
studied inclines enhance the water flow 
and can be personalized in two distinct 
modes - rainfall and waterfall. Available in 
polished chrome finish, satin, or black and 
white, the shower plate features essential 
lines enhanced by the geometric folds and 
their respective details: the thin cut for the 
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Alberto Apostoli 
designs the A.Zeta 

showerhead 
for Newform
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of countertop sinks that are custom 
fitted to the new Bauhaus collection. 
The countertop basins are crafted from 
the company’s proprietary WETMAR 
BiO™ material, an eco-friendly material 
that foregoes traditional petrochemical 
additives in lieu of soy and mineral stone.

Coinciding with the release of the new 
Bauhaus Collection, WETSTYLE is also 
launching a third model in its newer 
Lab collection of soaking tubs, designed 
to exceed the demands and expectations 

of the modern bathroom with finely 
beveled details, soft and subtle curves, 
and intentional inclinations. The dynamic 
LAB collection combines pragmatism 
with sensuality, and is crafted from 
WETMAR BiO™ to provide a very robust, 
non-slip, thermo-insulating composite 
material.

“With the introduction of LAB 3, 
our R&D team unveils a formulation 
that enables us to add additional colour 
options to select models crafted from our 

WETMAR BiO™ material,” explains Mr. 
Wolinsky. “We’re extending the offering 
to include matte grey and matte black 
finishes, which can be matched to options 
in the new Bauhaus collection, as well as 
to some of our previous LAB and DECO 
collections of tubs and sinks.”

WETSTYLE’s LAB collection already 
redefines the standards of bathroom 
comfort and aesthetics, but the new 
LAB 3 offering turns it up another 
notch. Designed as a shower-tub alcove 
application, the 60” x 30” end-drain model 
incorporates the core design aesthetics of 
the LAB collection, including a highly 
functional interior-side shelf, and beveled 
detailing around the circumference of the 
tub that gives it its very distinctive look. 

Countdown to launch
With its fine craftsmanship, aesthetic 

details, and abundant finishing options, 
WETSTYLE’s new Bauhaus collection 
has been developed for a sophisticated 
demographic with a keen eye for design. 
The collection is ideal for high-end home 
or condominium remodels and new 
constructions.

Beginning in February 2022, 
WETSTYLE will begin taking orders for 
release and delivery in March 2022.

 www.wetstyle.ca
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WETSTYLE, a Canadian manu-
facturer of premium-quality 
bath fixtures and furnishings 

for the North American market, is proud 
to unveil its new Bauhaus collection, 
inspired by the timeless and architecturally 
relevant Bauhaus movement exemplified 
in Tel Aviv’s White City.

With its very clean lines and rounded 
corners, Bauhaus introduces a modern, 
yet timeless new collection of vanities 
and accompanying counter-top sinks 
to the market, with an unprecedented 
offering of wood and lacquer finishes. The 
collection centres around two different 
applications, including wall-mount and 
floor-mount options in sizes from 24” 
to 72”. This collection is available in 
hundreds of permutations of wood and 
lacquer finishes on a made-to-order basis.

“The Bauhaus Collection delivers a look 
and the quality that those familiar with 

WETSTYLE will recognise immediately,” 
says Mark Wolinsky, President of 
WETSTYLE. “Bauhaus is a natural 
extension of the type of design aesthetic 
that we have historically brought forward; 
collections that will stand the test of time 
and contribute to a beautiful and well-
designed bathroom environment.”

The finest quality and craftsmanship 
available

From its 30,000 sq. ft. factory and 
operations facility, WETSTYLE’s 
engineering, R&D, assembly, moulding, 
casting, and finishing operations continue 
to advance the state of the art. The Bauhaus 
collection further enhances the company’s 
reputation for bringing only the highest 
quality products and designs to market, 
and epitomises WETSTYLE’s unwavering 
commitment to craftsmanship and detail 

- core principles embraced throughout 
the company’s history.

The fine detailing of the Bauhaus 
collection begins with its solid wood legs 
and curved side panels, handcrafted from 
either walnut or oak, and offered in a 
variety of finishes.

Complementary co-stars
As an aesthetic and functional 

complement to the Bauhaus vanities, 
WETSTYLE has developed a series 

WETSTYLE Unveils a Diverse New World of 
Aesthetic Possibilities with the 

Release of the Bauhaus Collection
Montréal, Canada

36" Bauhaus Vanity With legs 
Pacific Blue, Walnut
Photo credit: Pierre-Luc Dufour

Bauhaus Vanity 24" Wall Mount, White Matte, Walnut
Photo credit: Pierre-Luc DufourBauhaus Vanity Floor 

Mount 24" Oak Black, Bau-
haus 24"Countertop Sink in 

Matte Black
Photo credit: WETSTYLE

60" Bauhaus Vanity Wall Mount Stone Harbor Grey Walnut
Photo credit: Pierre-Luc Dufour

Bauhaus Vanity 48" Wall Mount Black Matte
Photo credit: Pierre-Luc Dufour

BLB03R Alcove Bathtubs in Black 
Matte (angle)
Photo credit: WETSTYLE
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LightingThere is a big move towards the 
‘modern classic’ design: the 
marriage of traditional and 

contemporary styles resulting in a classic, 
timeless design that is simple and inviting 
yet sophisticated.

Revealed in this bathroom are designs 
paired with romantic tap fixtures, warm 
nickel finishes with dramatic black levers, 
ageless and sophisticated products with 
innovative installations and plumbing 
technology.

Imported from England, the Florenza 
Bath has a delicate single skin with 
smooth clean lines that belie its comfort 
and roominess, making it perfect for 
sharing with someone special. Engineered 
from the highest quality material, the 
Florenza Bath is enduring in both shape 
and longevity.

Striking yet refined, bold yet 
comforting, our Cameo basin is Italian 
designed and manufactured with ample 
space on the surrounds for accessories. 
The unique built-in overflow features 
a square porcelain waste that hides the 
outlet plumbing from view. The Cameo 
Basin is available for wall-mounted or 
drop-in installation.

While honouring the industrial-chic 
trend, our Britannia range of taps and 
mixers, finished in warm brushed nickel 
and partnered with black levers and 
indices are romantic, soft and inviting. 
With a selection of finishes to choose 
from, the affordable Britannia Collection 

of tapware offers a high-end look at a 
perfect price-point.

Good lighting in the bathroom can 
transform the space from so-so to 
wow at the flip of a switch. The Agatha 
Chandelier, crafted from cut-glass and 
brushed metal, lends a softening and 
elegant centrepiece to the otherwise 
crisply defined room. LED lighting results 
in less electricity being consumed while 
IP44 grading allows installation within 
600mm of a water source.

Matt black Vipp Wall Lamps add a 
minimal Scandi feel, alternatively, the 
classic Napier Wall Lamp finished in 
bespoke brushed nickel with traditional 
glass shades alongside the Britannia 
brushed nickel tapware adds to the 
romance.

To complement the modern classic 
setting, we have a number of accessories 
including round, bevelled mirrors with 
black frames, perspex butler's trays, 
the Zone range of bins, containers and 
holders, in both matt black and white.

www.victorianbathrooms.co.za

Modern meets 
classic



46    Issue 252 • dw   47        dw • Issue 252

dw

LIGHTING

A s a key component in any room’s 
design, lighting has a huge 
influence on how things look, 

feel and function.  Lighting plays such an 
important role, whether renovating an 
existing home or designing the interior of 
a new build, it has to be considered from 
as early as the project allows and cannot 
be an afterthought.

Lighting trends are looking more 
brilliant than ever and there is something 
for everyone and every room, from flashy, 
in your face chandeliers to subtle lamps 
and bulbs. Elegant and extravagant light 
fittings coming through for every style.

2022 will see dining and living room 
ceiling lighting ideas becoming the focus 
of rooms. Cleverly designed, thoughtfully 
and carefully placed ceiling lights will 
transform rooms.

Make a statement with sculptural 
lighting like table lamps.  Use pairs of 
lamps to accentuate a beautiful sideboard 
or console table.  Choose bold designs to 
make a style statement, even when the 
light is switched off.

Floor lamps are beautiful and elegant and 
can be placed next to an armchair or sofa to 
create a comfortable reading spot.  Marble 
when paired with metal gives a very smart 
look to a corner space as a floor or table lamp.

Symmetry is an interior design trick used 
to create smart looking rooms and is perfect  
for lighting trends.  For a classic look, 
symmetrical approach, place two lamps 
either side of a mirror or a piece of art.

Lighting for bedrooms, as spaces 
to relax and unwind, is taking a more 

important role with eye-catching central 
pendants as focal points, even unlit. 
Colour is back in a big way for lighting 
in 2022.   Some perfect options would 
include natural shades or fresh neutral 
colours for a balanced environment 
and bold hues for a statement. Consider 
nature inspired hues and soft textures for 
a new point of interest.  A lighting fixture 
of this kind will add new elements to the 
personality of your interior design and 
offer it an original look.

With more of us working from home, 
more thought is being given to how we 

Lighting
by Stienie Greyling

light the home office and work space.  One 
trend to emerge for lighting in 2022 is a 
new found love of traditional workmanship 
and styles.  Thanks to COVID, society is, 
as a whole, showing a lot more interest in 
handmade and artisan products.

For kitchens, the heart of a home, when it 
comes to kitchen lighting, we expect to see 
in 2022; pendant lights, layered lighting, 
metallic lighting fixtures, smaller sink 
pendant lights and triple pendant lights.  
The light fixtures chosen for the kitchen 
can completely change the atmosphere of 
the room and make it an efficient well-lit 
and comfortable space for all.

Outdoor lighting can add a 
combination of home security, curb 
appeal and backyard aesthetics to a 
house exterior.

Downlights can be used to illuminate 
flowerbeds, walkways or areas of the 
backyard that may be darker than others.  
One significant benefit to downlights is 
they keep light pollution at a minimum.

A remote or phone app controls smart 
lights.  They come in various shapes, 
sizes and designs.  Many smart lights can 
change colour, which presents the perfect 
opportunity for holidays and parties.  
Alongside the ability to turn them on 
or off, they can often be dimmed or 
brightened from the phone app.

Motion sensor lights brighten up an 
area and are primarily used for security 
measures, and work well with security 
cameras.  They are usually very bright but 
different light strengths are available.

Hardscape lighting is used to light up 
pillars, walkways, stairs and edging.  An 
excellent choice for pathway lights is solar 
powered lights as they don’t require wiring. 

One of the new lighting trends of 2022 
is to place exterior well lights every few 
feet on exterior walls, especially porches or 
patios.
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L umiGroup, Quebec’s largest lighting 
agency, is proud to unveil its 
collaboration with inside Studio, 

designers of the OneSpan office in 
downtown Montreal. Located within the 
confines of the historic Windsor station, the 
55,000 sq. ft. space is a melding of inspired 
architecture and bold interior design,  
with inside Studio’s unique perspectives, 
sequences, and discoveries being recognised 
by Canadian Interiors as a Best of Canada 
Award  winner  in  the  office  category.

 The task at hand
inside Studio was tasked with relocating 

the company’s head office to a more 
central setting of the city, and an initial 
space study led to the historic grandeur of 
Windsor Station, the former downtown 
passenger depot of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. In addition to checking all of the 
boxes in terms of available space, flow, 
and building services, the unique setting 
provided the designers with a blank 
canvas upon which to visually capture 
OneSpan’s new identity and branding 
ethos – Be Bold. Be Secure.

LIGHTING

Bold and bright
OneSpan office highlights the symbiotic relationship 

between lighting and thoughtful design

“The client’s ethos was incorporated 
into our design concept from the outset, 
as well as their requirements for groups 
working in clusters and loops,” says Susie 
Silveri, Principal Designer and founder of 
inside Studio. “Architecture dictates the 
flow of a space, and this beautiful building 
offered ideal possibilities for navigating 
through OneSpan’s operations.”

A bold interpretation of the past
The client immediately embraced the 

vision, recognising the potential of a 
space already adorned with expansive 
windows, poured terrazzo floors, and 
sections of exposed original brick. 
However, the core design elements of the 
space still reflected their original purpose, 
so inside Studio embarked on a lengthy 
demolition process to strip it down to its 
bare essentials. As if entering a time warp, 
that process led to a plethora of intriguing 
discoveries, including additional original 
brick, arches, fireplaces, and original 
wood panelling.

With so much character and history, the 
building also exuded a vibe reminiscent 
of a trendy SoHo loft apartment. With the 
client’s ethos firmly in mind, the designers 
set out to marry the bold branding 
concept with the original elements of 
the building. The harmonisation of 
contrasting characters included the 
introduction of certain SoHo elements, 
such as the strategic placement of pop 
art on the walls, and a focus on an overall 
eclectic look and feel. The firm also 
infused a degree of ‘whimsical’ elements 
into the space, including its choice of 

furnishings for the office’s common 
spaces. They also decided to retain some 
of the original building’s ornate doors 
for the office’s conference rooms, which 
sealed the marriage between past and 
present with an application of ‘bold’ 
colours and modern glass framing that 
bring the doors to vivid life.

“We wanted the overall space to 
remain fairly neutral, but with punches 
of boldness that stand out and clearly 
define certain areas and functions,” 
explains Tina Rahaniotis, inside Studio’s 

Lead Designer for the OneSpan project. 
“The meeting rooms are also appointed 
with equally bold textured carpeting, and 
those elements collectively distinguish the 
space.”

Shining light on aesthetic, function, and 
efficiency

Upon arrival at the OneSpan office, 
original brick walls and archways 
frame the expansive reception area. An 
adjacent corridor, floored in white oak 
and bordered by accents of OneSpan 
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purple and lilac, lead into the heart of the 
L-shaped floorplan. In playing with scale, 
the firm selected large, pivoting disc lights 
that hang from suspended fixtures, which 
succeeds in animating and providing 
shape and size to the corridor.

Lighting played a large role in inside 
Studio’s design of the OneSpan office, 
with more than a dozen lighting products 
selected for very specific functions. The 
project’s lighting consists of a combination 
of fun, bold, and whimsical choices pre-

selected by the designers, as well as general 
lighting schemes hashed out through 
close consultations with LumiGroup, 
a lighting agency representing a global 
array of manufacturers.

“It’s so important to work with a 
lighting consultant that understands your 
vision in terms of quantity, intensity, 
colour and design, and we have turned 
to LumiGroup for more than a decade 
whenever we have a lighting challenge 
or a particular specification,” notes Ms 

Rahaniotis. “Lighting was a critical part 
of the OneSpan project, particularly given 
the space’s gallery-like ambiance.”

In the conference rooms, the firm 
opted for decorative lighting solutions 
that temper the ambiance of traditional 
meeting rooms with a more residential 
feel. Linear lighting from above 
illuminates individual workspaces, 
while sleek track lighting, with powerful 
outputs, helps showcase the architectural 
elements meant to be emphasized.

Transparent connectivity
Other creative design elements include 

the installation of tailored solution 
enclosed movable office walls executive 
office cubes in the centre of the main 
workspace. The strategic positioning of 
the floating offices, bathed in glass and 
framed in vivid colours, frees up space for 
common lounge areas to benefit from the 
natural light provided by the building’s 
expansive windows, where offices would 
traditionally be located. Furthermore, 
the central office pods provide greater 
connectivity between their occupants and 
their surrounding teams.

Technical sheet
• Project: OneSpan offices
• Completion: 2021
• Design: inside Studio
• Lighting: LumiGroup
• Featured Products: MP Lighting & 

Lightheaded
• Photo credits: Stephane Brugger 

Photographe

www.lumigroup.com/contact
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LIGHTING

The new way of importing has 
changed dramatically in the past 
two years due to Covid travel 

restrictions.  From travelling two to three 
times a year to various lighting shows and 
fairs, being exposed to the latest designs, 
ideas, colours, materials etc. we now rely 
on the internet and computer images to 
select our new ranges from our suppliers.

Furthermore, building new 
relationships with new suppliers without 
viewing their showrooms and factories 
and the face-to-face trust that is built is a 
new challenge for any importer.

As K. Light has been in the lighting 
import industry for 27 years, we have 
built many very strong relationships 
with suppliers world-wide, which is now 
paying off in this challenging time.

A perfect example is one of our 
successful new arrivals, The Boston Mesh 
Range.

Our 
trusted 
supplier 
did not 
disappoint 
us and provided 
us with a top quality, simplistic and 
modern design.

The inner gold cylinder within the 
outer black cylinder creates a three-
dimensional feel with a soft tone and 
ambiance. 

This mesh black and gold range 
consisting of a Pendant, Floor Lamp and 
Table Lamp is a must-see to appreciate its 
striking impression.  Pair these trending 
fittings with decorative filament bulbs to 
complete their radiance.

www.klight.co.za

K. Light Import
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LIGHTING

What is the first thing I should keep in 
mind when creating a lighting plan for 
my bedroom?

Layer your light. This means using a 
combination of ambient lighting, task 
lighting and accent lighting, so as to give 
the room dimension and create flexibility 
in how you use each fixture. You’ll want 
more light to go about your morning 
routine, and a cosier glow at night when 
you’re winding down. Similarly, you’ll want 
focused lighting for activities like applying 
makeup or reading. Multiple lights with 
different functions give you options.

What should I look for when choosing 
light bulbs for the bedroom?

As with any other room in the home, 
you want to consider kelvins and lumens. 
The kelvin value of a globe will tell you 
its colour temperature. Anything around 
2700 kelvins is best, as it will provide a 
soft, warm white glow. When it comes to 
lumens, the higher the lumen value, the 
brighter the globe. How many lumens 
your bedroom requires depends on the 

size of the room, the colour of the walls 
and the intensity of light you’re after. 
Generally speaking, bedrooms usually 
aim for 2000-4000 lumens.

I need a reading lamp but my bedside 
table has limited space. What do you 
suggest?

Pendant lights suspended from the 
ceiling positioned directly next to your 
bed, or wall sconces are good alternatives 
to traditional table lamps. You may even 
want to consider a wall fixture with an 
adjustable neck, if you spend a lot of time 
reading in bed.

What should I look for when choosing 
bedside lighting?

If you’re looking for a bedside lamp that 
will function as a reading light, then opt for 
a fabric shade in a light colour. Dark hued 
shades won’t offer enough illumination 
and you’ll strain your eyes to read. Another 
option is a swing arm lamp that you can 
adjust to angle the beam exactly where you 
want it. If you don’t usually read in bed, 

then any lamp that produces a soft, warm 
glow works well, for example a sculptural 
frosted glass design.

Anything I should make sure to avoid 
when lighting a bedroom?

Some people make the mistake of 
thinking that because they have multiple 
downlights installed, any other type of 
fixture is unnecessary. Only downlights 
or too many downlights, will make 
your bedroom look uninteresting and 
uninviting. In addition, it also doesn’t cast 
the occupants in the most flattering light, 
which is something else you may want to 
consider.

Can I use a floor lamp in the bedroom?
Absolutely. They’re great for adding an 

unexpected element to the space because 
they’re usually associated with the living 
area. Position it in an empty corner of the 
room, alongside a chair or next to a desk 
or dressing table.

www.radiant.co.za

Bedroom lighting
Radiant Lighting
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ON THE 
TERRACE

CapitaMall Nuohemule stands as 
a new, comprehensive kind of 
contemporisation far beyond 

a simplistic mall refurbishment with 
superficial re-application of materials, it is 
about extracting the essence of a building 
and converting it into a new, adventurous, 
and future-proof concept that manages 
to withstand and challenge the strong 
competition of urban retail precincts with 
its unique offer.

A model for the fusion of commercial 
spaces and indoor gardens

The revitalization of an abandoned 
mall at Hohhot’s Nuohemule station 

has successfully transformed a dark and 
barren seven-story concrete structure into 
a vibrant and diversified experience of 
plants, greenery, and water - an attraction 
that has emerged as a visitor magnet far 
beyond its local neighbourhood. Opening 

day generated a flow of over 100,000 
visitors.

To counteract the ‘winter blues’ induced 
by a harsh climate of long, arid seasons 
devoid of green and daylight, CapitaMall 
Nuohemule emerges as the first garden 
mall in Inner Mongolia. Lush, multi-level 
interior landscaping spreads skywards 
through a series of atria, reaching out 
into the horizontal circulation zones 
to provide a rare and enjoyable public 
green experience for the surrounding 
communities.

Challenging the often sterile 
atmosphere of conventional shopping 
malls, the retail centre was conceived 
as a green and natural indoor space. A 
spirited contemporary interpretation 
of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, 
it incorporates horizontal gardening 
strategies across all retail floors to create 
social meeting and gathering spots with 
a fresh identity, interactive potential, and 
affective qualities.

The outlines of the existing atria were 
re-drawn into clear geometric shapes 
that vertically overlap, thus dissolving 
the rigidity and verticality of the space. 
Reconfigured edge zones, together with 
newly inserted connecting bridges, were 
converted into lush landscaped planters 
across all levels in an innovative approach 
to the positioning and functioning of 
commercial space.

A building to constantly grow and 
change

Together with green ‘pocket-park’ 
type islands along the mall’s corridors, 
the planted spaces amount to a total of 
2,000 m2, incorporating varieties such 

CapitaMall 
Nuohemule
Hohhot, China

as stream landscapes, rock gardens, and 
rain forests, all respecting the commercial 
theme of their location. This optimised 
microclimate creates high ambient 
comfort through the synthesis of natural 
light and planting, while the atria assist 
in vertical distribution of oxygenated, 
moistened air that contributes to a pleasant 
interior climate. Air flow and temperature 
control are naturally instigated and enrich 
the standard mechanically induced 
climate control.

The central islands along the mall’s 
ground floor offer meandering trajectories 
offset from the main circulation: along 
elevated platforms, they combine water 
features and lush planting with an 
immersive environment that has become 
home to fish and ducks.

Evoking feelings of a brief tropical 
escape for visitors, these islands have 
developed into popular event spaces 
and social media hotspots for more 
than 100 events and counting. Regular 
performances and cultural shows foster 
community activity and encounters in a 
dense jungle of experiential nature within 
the heart of the city.

Looking upwards, horizontal bands of 
fashion retail, children's entertainment 
and education, sports facilities, and 
dining options extend across seven 
levels, like the roots and branches of a 
tree. Spatial extensions and planar shifts 
generate oversized floorplate sizes for 
circulation, events, and gatherings. The 
even distribution of attractions directs 
curiosity towards the location's previously 
unprofitable upper floors.

On the fourth floor, an energetic public 
sports zone exposes the original building 

structure in its industrial style. Apart from 
that, various cultural and promotional 
events and performances have taken 
place. The contemporary basement, with 
its convivial food street theme, connects 
directly to the metro station.

In 2021, in its first year of operation, 
CapitaMall Nuohemule proved to be 
CapitaLand’s second most successful mall 
in Northern China, and led the Dianping 
ranking as Hohhot’s number one popular 
shopping and leisure destination.

Technical sheet
• Project Name: CapitaMall 

Nuohemule
• Type: Shopping Centre
• Client: CapitaLand
• Built Year: 2021
• Location: Hohhot, Inner Mongolia
• Construction Area: 102,000 sqm
• Interior Design: CLOU Architects
• Design Team: Jan Clostermann, 

Jianyun Wu, Sebastian Loaiza, Yadi 
Zhong, Christopher Biggin, Kyra 
Zhao, Wenlei Ma, Tianshu Liu, Javier 
Pelaez Garcia, Nan Zhang, Valentina 
Kholoshenko, Yaxi Wang

• LDI: China Institute of Building 
Standard Design & Research

• MEP: Beijing Fenglin Engineering 
Consulting Co., Ltd

• Lighting: KEEY Lighting (Shanghai) 
Co., Ltd

• Signage: Roden Mona High-tech 
Co., Ltd

• Plants: Meize Landscape Decoration 
Engineering (Heilongjiang) Co., Ltd

• Interior Contractors: Beijing 
Jinyuan Architectural Decoration 
Engineering Co.,Ltd;

• Beijing Dongfangxunteng Archi-
tectural Decoration Engineering 
Co., Ltd

www.clouarchitects.com
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Photography credit: Chill Shine
(All Photos)
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Designing outdoor furniture that 
encourages play and relationship 
building is what Union Wood Co 

set out to achieve when adding all-weather 
shuffleboard and ping pong tables to their 
successful table games collection. Owner 
and creative director of Union Wood Co, 
Craig Pearce, discovered an outdoor niche 
for his furniture studio to fulfill. They now 
have recreational tables available that will 
elevate everyone’s gameplay experience 
in open-air settings. Weather-resistant 
materials make both the ping pong and 
shuffleboard tables durable enough for 
year-round play.

Outdoor Play Through Design
There is a growing trend in urban areas 

and workplace developments to create 
engaging outdoor spaces where people 

can escape the hustle and bustle of busy 
life. Union Wood Co’s contribution to this 
movement is their outdoor games tables. 
Providing people with inviting outdoor 
spaces that include fun games encourages 
social interaction. Laughter, paired with 
a touch of competitive spirit, naturally 
leads to team building and friendships. 
The inclusion of shuffleboard and ping 
pong tables in outdoor spaces can create 
a refreshing sense of community in any 
metropolitan environment.

The positive effect of outdoor play is not 
limited to people living and working in 
cities. The well-being of all homeowners 
and their families is enhanced by adding 
an outdoor games table to their patio, 
cabin, and more. Game tournaments will 
create memories that family members will 
cherish for years. Furthermore, the tables 

are constructed from defensive outdoor 
finishes that will withstand the rowdiest 
of family players.

Impact With Design Intent 
Union Wood Co has two base options 

for their outdoor shuffleboard and ping 
pong tables. Each design is intended to 
be subtle in appearance, yet impactful as 
thoughtful modern design.

The base of The Break table model is 
supported by minimal angled frames. The 
form mimics supportive beams found in 
industrial areas and bridge construction. 
Designers at Union Wood Co simplified 
these heavy industrial lines to create a 
refined modern base.

Two rolled aluminum cylinders form 
the base of the Column tables. The soft 
curve of these bold bases blends into 
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Outdoor Games Tables For Year Round Play
Vancouver, Canada

modern settings, without being an overly 
dominant presence. The design intent 
behind the column bases successfully 
embraces high-end tastes.

An optional aluminum hardshell cover 
is available for purchase to protect the 
shuffleboard’s surface when not in use. It 
can be hung from clips under the table, 
or can be stored off to the side when the 
shuffleboard is in use. 

Materials That Endure
Strategic use of outdoor finishes by 

Union Wood Co makes their games tables 
weather-resistant, without detracting from 
their clean-lined, modern appeal. The 
materials surpass people’s expectations of 
typical traditional shuffleboard and ping 
pong tables. These tables are intentionally 
built to withstand the elements, both in 
nature and design trends, for generations 
of gameplay.

Aluminum is a reliable metal known for 
its durability and resistance to corrosion. 
The shuffleboard and ping pong table 
frames are constructed from aluminum 
to withstand weather conditions for 
extended periods of time. 

Powder coating increases the 
indestructibility of aluminum by coating 
the metal with a thick polyester coating. 
The coating does not flake or chip, thus it 
cannot be penetrated by moisture. Black 
is the standard colour coating, however 
clients can select from a wide variety of 
additional colours in order to customise 
their tables according to their styles.

Compact laminate is used to top the 
ping pong table’s playing surface. This 
innovative material consists of layers of 
Kraft paper that have been coated in an 
impenetrable clear resin. This material is 
available in a variety of convincing wood 
grains and solid colours.

Waterproof clear coat is a transparent 
sealant that coats the surface of porous 
materials to prevent water damage. This is 
used to coat the solid oak playing surface 
of the shuffleboard tables. 

All materials are classified as weather 
resistant. However, to guarantee their 

longevity, it is recommended to store the 
outdoor games tables away in extreme 
weather conditions.

Conclusion
Union Wood Co has designed a 

collection of outdoor games tables as 
a creative response to the furniture 
market’s desire for intentionally designed 
outdoor entertainment. Their outdoor 
shuffleboard and ping pong tables bring 
together a newly imagined modern 
design that will withstand weather year-
round. Union Wood Co’s outdoor games 
tables encourage people to enjoy an 
overall increase of well-being through 
outdoor play.

Product Details
• The Break and Column Outdoor 

Shuffleboard Tables
• Collection: Outdoor Games Tables
• Materials: aluminum, powder 

coating, natural oak with a 
waterproof clear coating 

• Colour: black, white, or custom 
frame

• Options: protective cover
• Dimensions: 7’, 9’, 12’ or custom L, 

24”W, 34”H
• Photographer: Dylan Hamm 

Photography 
• Uses: outdoor urban, office or 

residential gameplay
• Design Team: Union Wood Co

www.unionwoodco.com

Column Outdoor Ping Pong Table
Photo credit: Union Wood Co

The Break Ping Pong Table
Photo credit: Union Wood Co

The Break Outdoor Games Table
Photo credit: Dylan Hamm Photography

The Break Outdoor Games Table
Photo credit: Dylan Hamm Photography

The Break Outdoor Games Table
Photo credit: Dylan Hamm Photography

The Break Outdoor Games Table
Photo credit: Dylan Hamm Photography
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Napa Valley is famous for being 
among the finest wine-making 
regions in the world and, with 

its multiple vineyards and prestigious 
cellars, fine food culture, history, artistic 
and cultural events, it constitutes one of 
the most popular tourist attractions in 
California.

An exclusive villa, situated in the heart 
of Napa Valley, embraced by its soft hills, 

plays host to a special outdoor version of 
the Atelier professionally-derived kitchen, 
designed and built to accommodate the 
typical needs of a kitchen Made in USA.

Aidlin Darling Design, the studio in 
charge of designing the Abimis indoor 
kitchen, joined forces with Abimis to put 
together a second ‘open-air’ kitchen for 
the home-owners, placing it in the most 
bewitching part of the large expanse 

of greenery surrounding the home, 
distinguished by an extraordinary view of 
the landscape.

Made of cement, the kitchen comprises 
a grill and a barbecue, in full American 
cooking tradition, and it looks like a 
clean-cut piece of architecture, with 
understated and rigorous silhouettes, 
reflecting the typical square-cut design of 
the Atelier line.

The practical worktop separates the two 
cooking methods, while the lower part of 
the kitchen is completed by a spacious 
visible wood storage compartment and 
AISI 304 stainless steel compartments 
made by Abimis, with anthracite finished 
doors and large ergonomically designed 
handles.

This project not only emphasises the 
experience of Abimis in making top-
quality bespoke kitchens and solutions to 
accommodate specific space requirements 
(both indoors and outdoors) and the 
customer’s needs, but it also demonstrates 
the ability of its elements to fit into the 
most diverse configurations, respecting 
their ‘calling’ and enhancing their 
distinguishing features. dw
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Abimis in California
An unprecedented version of the Atelier outdoor kitchen designed  

for a private home in Napa Valley

The steadily growing appeal of 3, 
our contemporary line of outdoor 
furniture, has led to the inevitable 

addition of new ‘threes’.
Sharing the same design DNA, two 

taller versions of the oly tables now join 
in the party and provide the oly kitchen 
and bar stools with a place to hangout and 
shake your martinis dry. 

Hot off the forge is the low slung oly 
coffee table - sturdy simple and robust, 
available in 2 different sizes they provide 
surface areas for laid back seating 
arrangements.

Seen here loitering with intent is its 
inseparable and equally low companion 
in arms, the origami chair. This new seat 
is our take and remake of an unsung mid 
century design of Japanese origin with 
strong Scandinavian overtones that quite 
possibly everyone’s architect from the 60’s 
will remember having. 

At home, outside on the terrace, yet 
sophisticated enough to fold and bring 
indoors to the living room - the origami 
is truly a versatile and visually interesting 
chair, offering an extraordinary level of 
comfort that will have most deck chairs 
arranging early retirement.     

Made from 304 grade stainless steel 
tubing it is available in 3 subdued colours 
(sand, grey and olive) of robust poly 
cotton canvas, stitched by a local master 
saddle maker. There is a choice of oiled 
ash or natural jarrah cylindrical wooden 
arms.
3 is a body of original work from the 

hope forge, a collection of functional 
furniture for contemporary living that 

utilises and sustains traditional artisanal 
skills.
3 is a dedication to the magic and 

mathematics of the proportions of 3  - 
their characteristic lines strive always to 
embody the Alvar Aalto credo  ‘beauty is 
the harmony of purpose and form’
3 we believe offers hope for the future.

www.hopegf.com  
dw

3 plus three
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The fourth and highly anticipated 
edition of the celebrated 
annual Spier Light Art will be 

presented from 18 March to 18 April 
2022. Experience an evocative world of 
light, sound and video art at the historic 
Stellenbosch Wine Farm.

 “We have used this opportunity during 
the global pandemic to look within, 
connect with loved ones and find joy in 
quiet moments of calm. But we have also 
sought ways to embrace the promises of 
the future. It would be rash not to reflect 
on what has happened to us all, but it 
must be tempered with forward-looking 
positivity. The artworks showcased at 
Spier Light Art 2022 do just that; they ask 
us to glance back while looking ahead, 
learning from the past as we stride into 
the future,” say the curators Jay Pather and 
Vaughn Sadie.

Pather and Sadie explain that 
while some of the works offer playful 
opportunities for fun, others grapple with 

dw
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Spier light art will 
scintillate your 

senses

difficult themes such as social histories 
and our relationship with the planet.

 
The installations include:

NIGHT CRUMPLE by HEDWIG 
BARRY: 
• Large sculptures made from 

crumpled sheets of aluminium will 
change in appearance between night 
and day. Treated with automotive 
paints mixed with phosphorescent 
powder, the artwork has two lives 
and dramatises the relationship 
between force, scale and fragility. 
Night Crumple, which continues 
from an initial series of crumpled 
paper sheets, invites the viewer to 
consider the structure’s simultaneous 
resilience and vulnerability. Barry’s 
artwork explores the relationship 
between visibility and invisibility. 
Aspects of the work that are invisible 
by day will take on new life in the 
night's darkness, revealing hidden 
secrets. The amount of light absorbed 
by the phosphorescent paint in 
the day will affect how the work 
manifests at night in an ongoing and 
changing response to its site. The 
weather and the position of the earth 
relative to the sun will also influence 
the appearance of the work.

MY SECRET DIGITAL GARDEN by 
NATALIE PENANG: 
• Referencing the scene from the 

iconic Ophelia painting by Sir John 
Everett Millais, Natalie Penang’s 
video artwork injects fresh energy 
into the original artwork. The artist 

plays with the relationship between 
nature, technology and magical 
beings, while interrogating what it 
means to exist in an online universe.

THOKOZA MAMA DAYS? by 
SANDILE RADEBE: 
• Exploring the performance of 

ubuZulua bethu or ‘our Zuluness’ in 
a material culture is the core theme 
of this sculptural installation from 
Sandile Radebe. Equally important 
as a theme is the role abaphansi 
(ancestors) play in connecting the 
material and the spiritual world, 
and how they facilitate our spiritual 
purpose.

PETRIFIED by BLAUKIND and THE 
RENDERHEADS: 
• David Hecker, Alina Smith and 

Elzeth Calitz are The Renderheads 
and they are standing on the ground, 
looking into the clouds. Their 
interactive installation ‘Petrified’ 
asks the participant to question the 
prevailing narrative that science and 
technology, with their shiny light arcs 
and glassy interfaces, hold a place at 
the top of human creation. Instead, 

we should look at the holes in the 
ground from the lithium mining, 
the exploitation of the workers 
and the abuse of private data. As 
the participant walks through the 
reflective surfaces of ‘Petrified’, they 
will consider the ecological toll of 
our insatiable quest for technological 
development.

From 18 March to 18 April 2022, Spier 
Light Art will be accessible to the public 
and entry is free. Visitors will need to 
reserve a time slot online to ensure 
compliance with COVID-19 safety 
protocols and government restrictions. 
The best time to visit is at dusk, when you 
can catch the beautiful sunset and witness 
the lights being turned on.

 
Food and drink

Pre-book a sunset picnic online (collect 
your basket by 19:00, and return it by 
21:00).

Not in the mood for a picnic? Delicious 
food is available from the Spier Farm 
Cafe, various pop-ups, the Spier Hotel 
Restaurant and Vadas Smokehouse & 
Bakery. Or just enjoy a glass of wine from 
the Braai Bar on the werf. 

 
Linger longer

Make a night of it! Take advantage of 
Spier Hotel’s birthday special and receive 
a 21% discount on the best available rate.   

With one of the largest contemporary 
South African art collections in the 
country exhibited at Spier, it should come 
as no surprise that supporting high-
quality art is as much a part of the Spier 
ethos as producing award-winning food 
and wine. Spier believes that the visual 
arts are a powerful tool for transformation 
that spark fresh insights and inspire us 
to engage with the world in imaginative 
ways. Spier supports local artists through 
projects that honour our African heritage 
and enrich our future.

 
www.spier.co.za
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The International Garden Festival 
today announced the designers 
selected for its 23rd edition, with 

the theme ADAPTATION. The Reford 
Gardens opens on June 4 and the Festival 
will run from June 25 to October 2, 2022. 
More than 70,000 people visited the 
Reford Gardens in 2021. 

Five design teams were chosen by 
the jury from among the 87 projects 
submitted following an international call 
for proposals. 

The five new installations that will be 
constructed in May-June are: 

Lichen
Marie-Pier Gauthier-Manes, product 

and space designer; Chloé Isaac, graphic 
designer and ceramicist; Victor Roussel, 
3D artist. Paris, France / Montréal 
(Québec) 

Lichen is a perceptive, malleable and 
mutable organism. It metamorphoses in 
contact with the topography, humidity 
and ambient temperature. Like its 
namesake, it is sensitive to disturbances 
in its environment and is therefore a 
valuable indicator of environmental 
change. Composed of small, delicate 
elements, it is nonetheless a cohesive and 
resistant structure that serves to prepare 
the ground for other plant species. As we 
wander between its agglomerations, we 
observe otherwise invisible elements that 
reveal themselves in colourful patterns.  

Inspired by terracotta pots, real 
archetypes in gardens, this installation 
is made of small handmade earthenware 
rings. The drainage and water retention 
capabilities of this material allow for 
both a more constant irrigation of the 
soil and a longer retention of moisture. 
This environment allows plants that are 
particularly sensitive to temperature 
variations and drought to grow peacefully. 
Its thermochromic treatment changes its 
appearance according to the temperature 
to reveal different colours throughout the 
summer season.

Forteresses
Maison029 [Eadeh Attarzadeh, urban 

planner; Lorenzo Saroli Palumbo, 
architect]. Montréal (Québec) 

The romantic ideology of believing that 
our forests thrive without human contact 
or interference has unfortunately been 
disproved. As long as humanity persists 
on its present course, it has become 
unrealistic to expect our forests to defend 
themselves. Forteresses is an intervention 
within the forest, symbolising an 
aggressive way to protect our flora from 
its greatest predator: ourselves. These 

defensive systems will be assembled using 
wood from trees that have succumbed to 
their inability to adapt. Concretely, each 
system, mimicking organic geometries 
often presented in a simplified manner in 
nature, is assembled and stacked on site, 
around three to four trees in the east-west 
axis of the Festival. The geometry of each 
modular system adapts to the protected 
tree, depending on its type, size, and age. 

Forteresses is meant to be appreciated 
for the beauty of its geometries in 
addition to making visitors question the 
impact they have on their environment, 
and reminding them that our flora is often 
unable to protect itself.

Forêt finie, espace infini?
Antonin Boulanger Cartier, intern 

architect; Melaine Niget, urban planner 
and intern architect; Pierre-Olivier 
Demeule, intern architect. Quebec City 
(Québec) 

From a distance Forêt finie, espace 
infini? takes on the appearance of a pile 
of sawn and dried wood that a carpenter 
might have placed there while waiting 
for his next project. This defined form 
covered with plastic sheeting waits in 
the summer heat. Rooted in the middle 
of a path crossing the boreal forest, 
the installation however obstructs the 
passage. Without being able to go around 
it, is it possible to cross it, to face it seems 
inevitable. By approaching, a section of 
the tarpaulin is unhooked and you are 
invited to slip into it. Inside, a structure 
made of finely assembled wooden slats 
reveals a path modulated by a play of 
solids and voids. Surrounded by mirrors, 
the space with its elusive limits offers a 
thousand reflections. What are all these 
cleverly arranged slats and why do they 

seek to reach the infinite? Aren't they 
constrained by this tarpaulin that can be 
seen from the outside? 

Gravity Field
TERRAIN WORK [Theodore Hoerr, 

Landscape Architect; Kelly Waters, 
Landscape Designer; Rebecca Shen, 
Landscape Designer]. New York, United 
States

Plants are extraordinarily adaptive. 
They have the ability to thrive in some 
of the harshest environments on earth by 
responding to a myriad of stimuli - sun, 
water, temperature, soil, and gravity - to 
sustain life. Plants are also essential to 
human existence, providing sustenance, 
ecosystem services, and carbon 
sequestration. While they play a key 
role in mitigating the effects of climate 
change that threaten our existence as a 
species, they too are also vulnerable and 
must adapt quickly to a rapidly changing 
climate.  

Gravity Field demonstrates the 
robust adaptation of plants in even 
extremely strenuous conditions. A 
floating cloud of sunflowers will 
transform during the course of the 
installation. The sunflowers are 
initially grown upside-down, but 
will bend up as they grow towards 
the sun, defying gravity. Visitors 
can visit the installation numerous 
times to experience how adaptable 
plants are to their circumstances: 
phototropically, gravitropically, and 
heliotropically. Gravity Field is an 
immersive, delightful experience and 
real time experiment that spotlights the 
powerful resilience of nature. While 
the future is uncertain, Gravity Field 
sees optimism in the ability of plants, 
and all organisms, to adapt and thrive.

Les huit collines 
ONOMIAU [Noël Picaper, architecte]. 

Levallois-Perret, France 

A new adaptable topography seems to 
have taken up residence in the heart of Les 
Jardins de Métis.  Conceived as evolving 
structures, those eight hills imagine 
biological spatialities. Through inanimate 
and organic materials, they create life 
effects. Each one functions independently. 
Once gathered together, like a puzzle, 
they draw a plant cartography. A hilly 
landscape then appears, capable of 
offering various experiences to humans 
as well as to non-humans (birds in 
particular). Serving as a seating area, a 
micro-garden, a contemplative space and 
an ecological reservoir, this project, by 
its modularity, will adapt to the different 
events of the Festival. It will also offer 
visitors a multitude of spatial sequences 
to practice, seating, hiding places and 
amphitheatre and more.   

Our desire, behind this assembly of 
surfaces, is to reveal the richness of a 
whole environment, catalysing other 
forms of interactions for various living 
beings. Dreamlike and supporting 
functions, this work influences the climate 
by softening the summer heat with its 
shades and its flora. Les huit collines 
thus elaborate a landscape charged with 
meaning that never ceases to evolve both 
by its composition and by the cycles of life 
that it shelters.

Special mention
The jury accorded a special mention to 

ATELIER MOCK/UP [Hugo Thibodeau, 
intern architect, Véronique Côté, intern 
architect] and Maryse Béland, intern 
architect, for The Last Beauty (Québec).

www.festivalinternationaldejardins.com

The International 
Garden Festival 

Unveils the 
Designers Selected 
for its 23rd Edition 

on the Theme 
ADAPTATION

Grand-Métis, 
Quebec, Canada

Forêt finie, espace infini?
Photo credit: Antonin Boulanger-Cartier, 
Melaine Niget et Pierre-Olivier Demeule

Forteresses
Photo credit: Eadeh Attarzadeh, 

Lorenzo Saroli Palumbo

Gravity Field
Photo credit: TERRAIN WORK

Les huit collines
Photo credit: Noël Picaper 

Lichen
Photo credit: Marie-Pier Gauthier-Manes, 

Chloé Isaac, Victor Roussel
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installation she has created for Rhubarb 
is a response to this moment, and the 
festival artists, in turn, have created work 
that responds to it,” says festival director 
Clayton Lee.

“Calculus of an infinite rot, part 1, 
is a reflection on philosopher Reza 
Negarestani’s position that decay is not 
the marked absence of life or wholeness, 
but rather the negotiation between 
shifting states of living and dying,” says 
Ling. “Decay and regeneration are paired 
processes, where the entropy of one system 
is used for the organisation of another. 
Through decay, the differentiation 
occuring between humans, trees, insects, 
and microbes blurs, as parts of us become 
parts of them and vice versa, in a process 
that is leaky, smelly, and messy.”

During the Festival (February 4-13), 
different artists intervened with the 
installation, creating performances 
responding to both the physical and 
thematic proposals that it puts forward. 
Throughout the festival, these objects 
changed in subtle and sometimes 

The world’s largest and longest-
running queer theatre played 
host to a large-scale installation 

by award-winning designer and 
architect Andrea Shin Ling this year 
as part of their Annual Rhubarb 
Festival. Since 1979, Rhubarb has been 
a hotbed of experimentation, exploring 
new possibilities in art-making and 
performance. 

Curated by festival director Clayton 
Lee, Andrea’s project, Calculus of an 
infinite rot, part 1, experiments with 
the designed decay of organic material 
with the intent that it fuels new creation, 
highlighting the coupled nature of decay 
and regeneration. Collected from fallen 
maple and spruce trees, 34 stumps have 

been processed to various levels of finish. 
Many of them were then inoculated with 
fungus and bacteria and left to incubate 
for a month in the theatre space. The work 
fits into Ling’s larger body of which focuses 
on the generation of living, responsive 
material via biological and digital design 
processes. The installation also serves as 
a living container for this year’s Rhubarb 
performances, where performers are 
asked how to regenerate their practice 
after 2 years of COVID, especially for art 
forms that require in-person experiences 
such as theatre.

“Andrea’s work addresses concerns 
about the present, while simultaneously 
using technology and research that 
propels us decades into the future. The 

ALL ABOUT 
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Decay and Regeneration Take Centre Stage 
at the Rhubarb Festival

Toronto, Canada

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li; lighting design by Echo Zhou

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li; lighting design by Echo Zhou

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (process shot with the artist)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite 
Rot (detail shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li
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invisible ways, and making use of the 
theatre’s ecosystem in order to transform. 
Critically, these objects continue to 
move through stages of rot, decay, and 
regenerations well beyond the time 
boundaries of the festival itself.

Technical Sheet
• Project title: Calculus of an infinite 

rot, part 1
• Location: Buddies in Bad Times 

Theatre, Toronto, ON
• Dates: February 4-13, 2022 at the 

Rhubarb Festival
• Concept + design lead Andrea Shin Ling
• Curator Clayton Lee
• fabricators Leah Ataide + Nicholas Hoban
• technical support Betty Poon + 

Anna Gregorczyk + Olga Chomiak + 
Natasha Christie-Holmes (Temerty 
Faculty of Medicine at the University 
of Toronto)

www.buddiesinbadtimes.com/show/the-
rhubarb-festival

Johannes Zits - performance - Working 
with Wood
Photo credit: photo by Henry Chan; light-
ing design by Echo Zhou

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail process shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail process shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail process shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail process shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li

Louise Liliefeldt - performance - Land of the Living
Photo credit: photo by Henry Chan; 
lighting design by Echo Zhou

Andrea Shin Ling - Calculus of an Infinite Rot (detail shot)
Photo credit: photo by Gabriel Li
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Designed by Efficiency Lab 
for Architecture, the New 
York Small World project is 

an interior renovation of the second 
floor of Avenues: The World School’s 
Chelsea, Manhattan building to expand 
its existing Daycare Center. At the 
heart of the newly transformed Small 
World level lies an interior Movement 
Room, an undulating playscape that 
encourages discovery, creativity, and 
exploration.

To facilitate a more open flow through 
the Small World space, Efficiency Lab 
for Architecture reconfigured the floor 
layout. The central areas, previously 
used as offices, have been transformed 
into a playscape, while four classrooms 
have been renovated with new lighting, 
millwork, and furniture to shape a more 
welcoming and functional learning 
environment. The classrooms are 
designed to integrate natural materials 
such as wood flooring. The walls 
are lined with tackable surfaces for 
children’s work to be displayed and to 
create an interactive learning space. 

ALL ABOUT 
ART

Designing for Empathy
New York, United States

The project scope totaled 4,345 sq.f and 
includes a new Movement Room, new 
restrooms, a new office, and updates to 
the existing classrooms and corridors.

By strategically positioning the 
Movement Room at the centre of the 
floor, the design maximises access for 
students in all classrooms, and sets 
the stage for a more participatory 
interaction.

“Designing for empathy has been a key 
concept for all our school projects,” says 
Aybars Asci, founder of Efficiency Lab 
for Architecture. “For New York Small 
World, we designed a fun environment 
for social learning through play.”

The custom interior playscape is 
designed as an environment where 
children’s physical sensations can be 
fully engaged, allowing them to use their 
entire bodies and to strengthen their 
muscles through crawling, running, 
and jumping. Designed specifically for 
toddlers, an age during which children 
are actively developing their motor skills, 
the playscape allows children to test the 
physical limits of how far they can run, 
and how high they can climb and jump. 
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The Movement Room is protective, yet 
encourages risk-taking, discovery, and 
creativity through play. The upholstered 
pieces form nooks and niches, curving 
around the corners and the columns 
of the space to support movement 
and experimentation. Children can 
rearrange many of the pieces to shape 
their own surroundings, allowing for a 
sense of active participation and direct 
engagement.

The geometry of the playscape is 
characterized by undulating forms that 
seamlessly transition from concave to 
convex, allowing children to have a 
fluidity of motion-ranges as they play 
in and around the Movement Room. At 
several moments, the rolling curves of 
the playscape wrap around to form egg-
shaped niches. These looped spaces create 
a diversity of experiences by encouraging 
slower activity; they offer children a 
space to rest and hide within the flowing 
continuity of the playscape, which 
facilitates a faster pace movement.

As Asci explains, “The fluid geometric 
formations of the playscape encourages 
children to develop a range of motions 
by interacting with the architecture.”

In the Small World playscape, 
children learn through social play, as 
well as through more contemplative and 
individualised discovery. The padding 
around the playscape elements, and the 

choice of soft fabrics wrapping the forms, 
not only create a safe environment, but 
also offer welcoming tactile surfaces. 
The choice of the blue colour for the 
Movement Room creates a sense of depth 
and expands the visual boundaries of the 
space.

Most play equipment is suited only for 
outdoor installation and are not, by code, 
accepted for interiors due to their use of 
standard playground plastics. However, 
Efficiency Lab for Architecture’s custom 
system is designed specifically for interior 
play—with code compliant materials, 
such as fully fire-retardant plywood, 

wrapped in impact resistant padding with 
high-grade, easily maintainable fabric.

Another primary consideration in the 
design of the play environment was safety. 
All surfaces have a minimum padding 
layer of ½”. All of the vertical surfaces 
facing the movement area are covered 
in a minimum of 2”, which is industry 
standard for wall padding. In addition, 
the design was tested to a 5-foot fall 
height—far exceeding any of the heights 
the children would be able to climb to 
within the play area.

New York Small World is part of 
Efficiency Lab for Architecture’s 

longstanding work with Avenues: 
The World School, designing spaces 
for education around the world, 
contributing to research, and 
collaborating to develop learning 
environments of the future. Efficiency 
Lab for Architecture’s work ranges 
from master planning of campuses to 
furniture design, in New York, Silicon 
Valley, Miami, Shenzhen, and São 
Paulo.

Technical sheet
• Location: New York, NY
• Program: Daycare Center: class-

rooms, playscape movement room, 
support spaces, office

• Floor Area: 4,345 sq.f
• Architect, Interior Design, FF&E: 

Efficiency Lab for Architecture
• MEP: TWIG Engineering
• Lighting: Claude R. Engle
• Acoustics: Longman Lindsey
• General Contractor: Taurino 
• Play Structure Fabricator: Situ 

Fabrication
• Photo credit: © Inessa Binenbaum

www.efficiencylab.org
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The Leap to Copper – Filling 
Every Detail of this Susanna 

Cots Home with Meaning
Costa Brava, Spain
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When you arrive somewhere, it may take a while for your 
eyes to adjust and for you to feel that you are processing 
all the details of what you see.

As well as inviting you to feel every detail with your eyes closed, 
arriving at this home is an invitation for you to discover the existential 
meaning of each detail.

From nature comes copper. From the senses come textures and 
the earth. From perfection comes the perfect asymmetry between 
beautiful and emotionally functional.

The connection between what we are outside and what we are inside
This space is born from the most minimalist detail that seeks to 
return to what it was before, honouring copper, its earthy colour, and 
the texture of security.

From the table legs to the texture of the leather on the drawers, 
arriving at the symmetry created with the breakfast bar, Susanna Cots 
proposes an interior design reminiscent of jewellery.

“The details, as Eames declared, make the design of this project,” says 
the designer.

The Leap to Copper 
– Filling Every Detail 
of this Susanna Cots 
Home with Meaning
Chamonix-Mont-Blanc, France
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The prominence of light
“In this home, before it was what it is now, we already felt that the 
interior design should merely complement what already belonged 
inside it: its wonderful natural light.”

We opened it up to connect and unite the interior with the exterior 
and allow this confusion to feel every season of the year.

The balance of white
White – the designer’s hallmark – silences the dialogue established 
between the different shades found in the details, such as the copper 
tones, the earthy colours, and the textures of leather from the 
furniture that Susanna Cots created exclusively for this home.

The same is found in the kitchen and bathroom, both in white, with 
copper details.

The strength of wood
The designer saves the integrity of the oak for the rooms on the 
upper floor - two full suites where the interior designer achieves a 
warm atmosphere. In the large bedroom, thanks to covered walls that 
contain a fireplace and a small desk, the same copper details as the 
ground floor office are applied.

The perfect fittings for every detail
The square sofa is designed by Susanna Cots and manufactured by 
Flexiform; the design of the desk to match the breakfast bar, the 
details of the drawers, the upholstered stools in the kitchen, the two 
sinks as the two nuclei of family interaction, the taps which match 
the lamps, the headboard and the jewellery cabinet, the towel racks...
all of these fittings work because they serve one major objective: 
wellbeing at home, including respect for the rhythm of each person, 
and the integration of the wisdom of nature.

Technical sheet
• Integral furniture exclusively designed by Susanna Cots
• Chairs from Andreu World home office
• Sofa, custom design by Susanna Cots and manufactured by 

Flexiform
• Stools by Arber
• Copper taps by Gessi 
• Bathroom in Corian White
• Quickstep parquet
• Continuous paving by Darlex
• Photo credit: Susanna Cots Interior Design | Mauricio Fuertes

www.susannacots.com/portfolio/copper-house
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The Exchange Bar
Shanghai, China

The visual centre of the entire space is the golden turntable. It is the centre of 
the stage on the central axis. The shape coincides with the turntable of the bank 
vault, which illuminates the "exchange" from its name.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

7978    Issue 252 • dw         dw • Issue 252



There is a memory called the Bund, and a style called Old 
Shanghai.

The Blackstone Apartment is in the former French Concession. It 
marks the modern architectural classics of Shanghai with an eclectic 
style. It was known as the "most luxurious apartment" in Shanghai 
at that time for its luxurious configuration, and was sought after 
as the most popular social place for its famous and distinguished 
residents.

The BLACKSTONE EXCHANGE draws its design language 
from traces of 1930s Shanghai, a city and era that was flashy and 
gorgeous, lazy and mysterious, unique and unusual, introverted 
and self-sustaining. Minimally accepting of the infiltration of 
western culture, but stubbornly adhering to national traditions.

The entrance of the bar is set on the side of the building, with a long 
walkway paved with mosaic tiles that seem to fade away from the 
hustle and bustle of the flashy surrounding world. The bar owner 
seemed to only covet the company of friends, thus establishing a 
mechanism outside the door. After finding the passkey, the door 
slowly opens.

After entering the bar via the long walkway, the wide-open 
symmetrical space suddenly enlightens people. The top arc 
shape coincides with the iconic curved balcony on the facade of 
the Blackstone Apartment. The wall behind the wooden bar is 
decorated with various baroque stigmas. Under the background of 
the mottled red bricks, a sense of chaos in time and space is created, 
conjuring up a sense of being in an Italian-style family tavern. The 
atmosphere is both mysterious and historical.

The focal point of the entire space is the golden turntable, forming 
the centre of the stage on the central axis. The shape coincides 

The Exchange Bar
Shanghai, China

The centre area is a symmetrical space. The top arc shape coincides with the 
iconic curved balcony on the facade of the Blackstone Apartment.

Photo credit: Chasing Wang

A golden turntable with a whisky bottle embedded on the shaft.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

The golden turntable has double-sided 
sights. The sight from the stage cannot be 
crossed. However, from the bathroom on 
the other side, each corner of the hall can 
be seen through the turntable. It is secret 
and exciting.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

The contrast between the stainless steel material and 
the red velvet material shows a sense of retro.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang
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with the turntable of the bank vault, illuminating the "exchange" 
derived from its name. However, there are only bottles of whiskey 
on the axis, and like a whirlpool, people can't help but sink. What 
is even more unexpected are the double-sided sights of this golden 
turntable which, from the stage, cannot be crossed. However, from 
the bathroom on the other side, each corner of the hall can be seen 
through the turntable. It is secret and exciting.

Two boxes behind the bar on the side of the lobby are extracted 
from banks. One is from the western vault, and the other from 
the Chinese account room. The aisle becomes a long corridor of 
the "vault", where stainless steel compartments store the wines of 
patrons. The wall of the "account room" is decorated with abacuses. 
The abacus beads form a sense of cloudiness through the light and 
shadow area, infusing a few additional mysteries to the atmosphere 
of the box.

The name "exchange" and the origins of the bar are prominently 
displayed, including through old newspaper articles posted at 
the entrance to the dining table covered with coins, as well as the 
vault shape of the stage to the two private boxes of the vault and 
the account room. This mysterious reserve beyond the extravagant 
seems to transport you to the heyday of 1930s Shanghai. While 
nearly a century has passed, and Shanghai has changed dramatically, 
this space makes it seem like nothing has changed.

Technical sheet
• Award project name: The Exchange Bar, Shanghai Blackstone 

Apartment
• Project category: Bar and restaurant
• Design studio: NONG STUDIO
• Address: 2F, NO.1247, South Suzhou road, Shanghai, China
• Tel: +86-138-170-00901
• Website: www.nong-studio.com
• Contact: Chasing Wang, Founder and design director, 

17nong@nong-studio.com

www.nong-studio.com/#/works/details?id=37
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There are bottles of whiskey on the axis. 
Like a whirlpool, people can't help but sink.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

The lights of the Chinese-style box come 
from the scattered light behind the abacus 
wall, creating a mysterious atmosphere.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

The countertops of all the wine tables in the bar are 
decorated with old coins, just like a chess board.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang

The wall of the Chinese-style box is decorated with 
abacuses. The abacus beads form the cloudiness 
through the light and shadow area. This feeling adds 
a few more mysteries to the atmosphere of the box.
Photo credit: Chasing Wang
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Sollertia’s Textile 
Architecture Embraces the 

Symbiotic Relationship 
Between Art and Science

Montréal, Canada
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Sollertia, a firm specialising in textile architecture and the design, 
fabrication, and construction of lightweight tensile structures, 
is proud to extend its innovative services and expertise to 

Canadian architects across the country. Backed by an experienced 
team of professionals who specialise in high performance technical 
textile structures, Sollertia’s comprehensive service offering focuses 
on the creation of bold, durable, and innovative solutions that are 
advancing the state-of-the-art in architecture.

“Textile architecture is an underutilised architectural innovation in 
Canada, and it still isn’t taught in schools despite being an important 
contribution to the construction process,” notes Claude Le Bel, 
Founder and President of Sollertia. “Architectural textile membranes 
are high-performance construction materials, comparable to 
traditional materials, yet with a totally different design language.”

Textile Architecture 101
Tensile architecture is ideal for multiple applications, both internal 
and external, from acoustic and lighting solutions, to ceilings, walls, 
protective roofing, and more. The goal with all of these various types 
of projects is to create as light a product as possible. The membranes 
play a structural role and can be used to cover huge surfaces without 
the necessity of a multitude of different types of supportive materials. 
The lightness of a membrane, combined with its transparent nature, 
creates an innovative avenue for environmentally sensitive projects. 
For example, architectural membrane meshes can be engineered to 
form translucent façades, enabling infusions of light and controlling 
solar gains. Lightweight, yet durable, high-performance membranes 
provide exceptional strength and flexibility and are designed to 
withstand the toughest elements of the Canadian climate.

Founded in 2000, Sollertia opened its own state-of-the-art 
confectioning workshop in 2017. The facility is conducive to both 
developing innovative ideas, and to ensuring consistent quality 
control over the entire production process of its prefabricated 
membrane designs. Membranes used in textile architecture typically 
fall into five categories, including polyester woven with PVC 
coating (polyvinyl chloride), glass fibre woven with PTFE coating 
(polytetrafluoroethylene), ETFE film (ethylene tetrafluoroethylene), 
silicone coated fibreglass woven, and PTFE expanded woven with 
PTFE coating (Tenara).

“Technical textile membranes can be engineered for permanent, 
temporary, or even nomadic structures,” explains Nathalie Lortie, 
Director, Design and Innovation at Sollertia. “They can be customised 
to provide coverage over expansive surface areas, in a variety of 
geometric forms, which unlocks the door to unprecedented freedom 
of architectural expression.”

Sollertia’s Textile Archi-
tecture Embraces the 

Symbiotic Relationship 
Between Art and Science

Montréal, Canada

Biodome – Raising the bar to new heights
No project more thoroughly incorporates the complexity of Sollertia’s 
specialised expertise than the firm’s commission as part of a major 
renovation of Montreal’s Biodome, a science museum immersing 
visitors in a diversity of delicate ecosystems. While the demands of 
the project pushed the firm to its limits, Sollertia rose to meet every 
challenge head on, and to expand the boundaries of their discipline. 
The project’s scale of complexity drew on multiple areas of expertise, 
and Sollertia embarked on a journey to design and install membranes 
to form the facility’s transit corridors and transition spaces between 
the various ecosystems. Drawing upon past experiences working on 
projects facilities in the Biodome’s surrounding Olympic complex, 
the Sollertia team developed a series of different prototypes before 
working closely with KANVA, lead architects of the project, to select 
the perfect balance of materiality, flexibility, and durability for the 
project.

“The success of a lightweight fabric structure project such as this 
one requires a symbiotic relationship between architecture and 
engineering in order to obtain the desired aesthetics, stability, 
durability, and lightness as a whole,” explains Ms. Lortie. “This synergy 
must not only exist at the level of our very own multidisciplinary 
team, but also with all of the professionals and the various trades 
working alongside us.”

The use of tensile structure techniques provided many advantages 
for designing large, undulated walls. Given the complexity of the 
building, the lightness and greater flexibility of this type of structure 
made it possible to produce a biophilic architectural gesture, a skin, 
which presents a multitude of shapes and geometries that envelope 
the different ecosystems, while adapting and integrating in a sensitive 
way with the original building’s exceptionally complicated structural 
engineering and mechanical elements. The architectural membrane 
used in the project is non-stretchable, thus great precision in the 
design of all the structural elements and the membrane was of utmost 

Biodôme - Mezzanine
Photo credit: James Brittain

Biodôme - Mezzanine, 
railing under construction
Photo credit: 
Olivier Le Bel, Sollertia

Biodôme - Installation of the 
membrane, North opening

Photo credit: Olivier Le Bel, Sollertia
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importance to avoid any kinks. The tensile membrane shapes were 
developed to ensure that the tensile fabric surfaces never conflict 
with existing or projected walls, structures, and mechanical elements. 
Additionally, this specific membrane possesses acoustical properties 
that minimize reverberations, thereby improving the comfort level 
within the space.
Each section of the tensile fabric walls is unique, with scalene 
triangular truss beams curving in all directions at the top of each 
section, shaping the textile surfaces.  The non-repetitive nature of 
the structure called for the separate design and fabrication of each 
and every element of these truss beams. Raising the bar on the 
discipline, and rendering the seemingly impossible possible, Sollertia 
developed a series of unprecedented membrane panels measuring up 
to 60’ x 60’, which had to be custom-formed to perfection with no 
room for error. Through a delicate balance of tension, cantilevering, 
and triangular suspension beams, the Sollertia team curved and 
tensioned the skin across steel and curved aluminum structures, 
using mechanical junctions to facilitate a variety of movements and 
on-site adjustments. Based on the initial design imagined by the 
architects, Sollertia carried out 3D modeling and researched shapes 
for the textile membrane panels in order to closely match their vision 
with that of the client. Sollertia also performed an accurate analysis of 
the loads in the membrane panels to facilitate the design of adequate 
rigid structural systems.

Along the way, everything covered by the membrane panels came 
into play, requiring extremely precise design and manufacturing 
specifications to accommodate ventilation systems, doorways, 
sprinklers, electrical outlets, and more. The finished product, 
measuring approximately half a kilometre in length, and rising 
nearly four storeys in height, is a visually stimulating contribution 
to the unique atmosphere of the Biodome.

“We were faced with several challenges simultaneously on this 
project, including the very complex organic shape of the walls, the 
many obstacles of the original building to be integrated or bypassed, 
the various adjustment systems developed and the strategy of 
the installation sequences,” notes Mr. Le Bel. “In the end, it was a 
tremendous success that validates our firm’s experience and expertise, 
and part of its legacy will be that it is one of the first major applications 
of interior tensile fabric in Montreal.”

Lessons learned
For Sollertia, the Biodome project was a laboratory in motion, inspiring 
the firm to innovate its discipline through a series of new products and 
processes that further distinguishes the firm within the textile architecture 
space. In response to the complex shapes of the textile structures, 
Sollertia pushed the limits of their specialized engineering software for 
the design, analysis, and fabrication plans of tensile membranes. The firm 
also developed new methods and tools for installing large membranes in 
complex environments as large as 100’ x 100’.

The Biodome is a good example of a project where architectural 
membranes were used for all of their wonderful inherent properties. 
The flexibility of the membrane allowed it to fully espouse the 
architectural concept, and its lightweight structural properties 
allowed a reduction in the quantity of materials used. That 
combination makes it a sensible choice for the environment.

“The tensile fabric walls of the Biodome are a great example of the type 
of project we’re passionate about, and involving ourselves with projects 
that are carriers of messages that awaken human consciousness and 
promote environmental awareness and well-being is our priority,” 

adds Ms. Lortie. “Since this type of construction is not well known, 
it was important that everyone involved in the revitalisation of the 
Biodome understand the importance of integrating the walls of tensile 
membranes, and KANVA did an amazing job raising awareness and 
mobilising all the teams around this innovative project.”

Technical sheet
• Project name: Montreal Biodôme 
• Location: Montréal, Québec, Canada
• Architects: KANVA
• Project managers: Marie-Claude LeBlanc (Sollertia), KANVA, 

Jean-Sébastien Gariépy (Groupe Unigesco)
• Design team (fabric wall): KANVA, Sollertia : Nathalie Lortie, 

Claude Le Bel, Philippe Gravel
• Fabric architecture: Sollertia
• Engineers: Membrane analysis: Jerome Noel (Sollertia), Curved 

structure and main structure consultant: Jean-Philippe Major 
(Conn-X), Main supporting structure: Alain Déom (NCK Inc.)

• Fabrication: Sollertia (membrane); Entreprises Rym (curved 
tensioning system); Industrie ACL (curved beam); Acier St-
Denis (main structure)

• Installation of fabric wall: Sollertia
• Membrane: Alphalia AW Silent
• Membrane manufacturer: Serge Ferrari
• Photographers: Olivier Le Bel et Mahnaz Nikbakht – Sollertia, 

James Brittain, Marc Cramer

www.sollertia.ca/en
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Biodôme - Mezzanine
Photo credit: James Brittain

Biodôme - Central core, ventilation outlets
Photo credit: Mahnaz Nikbakht, Sollertia
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A New Zoo Experience 
in Silicon Valley

Palo Alto, United States

A colourful main entrance invites guests to use their imagination while 
entering the Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo (JMZ).
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CAW Architects is pleased to announce the completion of its 
latest civic project, the Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo 
(JMZ). Located within the Palo Alto Arts and Recreation 

District, the JMZ has been a beloved city institution since 1940, 
offering children hands-on opportunities to learn about science, 
the environment, and the natural world through a modest children’s 
museum, classroom space, and small outdoor zoo.

With JMZ’s rich and diverse educational programs outgrowing the 
modest facility, CAW Architects designed a new children’s museum 
and zoo in conjunction with zoo designer, Studio Hansen Roberts, 
that fundamentally rethinks how to capture a child’s wonder and 
curiosity for the natural world, while creating rich and interactive 
learning experiences throughout.

“We designed an inspiring and interactive space, where architecture 
and experiences can spark a child’s curiosity and wonder, to explore 
science and nature in a fun and play-based environment,” says 
Brent McClure, AIA, Principal-in-Charge. McClure led the team’s 
expansive scope - which included a site masterplan comprised of the 
museum, zoo, and education center - to integrate it into the overall 

A New Zoo Experience 
in Silicon Valley
Palo Alto, United States

The entrance to the interactive Museum and 
learning spaces with a view of the Zoo to the left.

Photo credit: Marco Zecchin Photography

The design allows for memorable 
experiences for kids of all ages.

Photo credit: 
Artem Nazarov Photography

Kids exploring underneath The Treehouse.
Photo credit: Marco Zecchin Photography

View of the design for the interactive 
aquarium exhibit.

Photo credit: 
Marco Zecchin Photography.The education wing was designed 

to fit in and around the existing 
mature Oaks.

Photo credit: Marco 
Zecchin Photography

The Treehouse anchors the Zoo and creates a 
structure for kids to explore freely.
Photo credit: Marco Zecchin Photography
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city complex; architectural design and interior design of the museum, 
education wing, and administrative support spaces; and site design, 
including exhibit spaces around the museum exterior, zoo exhibit 
spaces, and zoo support spaces.

Organised around an exhibit hall, education centre, and outdoor 
zoo, the new design creates a strong and visible presence through a 
large entrance porch and a variety of free outdoor exhibit spaces that 
extend into the adjacent surroundings; including the stump maze, 
rainbow tunnel, and porch swings, all of which reinforce a child’s 
viewpoint upon entering the museum.

The building forms fit a residential and agrarian vernacular with 
simple clean forms and shed roofs, echoing the surrounding 
neighbourhood and inserting a modern interpretation on the 
historic adjacent structures of the Lucie Stern Theater, designed by 
Birge Clark. The building shapes fit in and around existing mature 
oaks and feature trees, where the buildings create theme-based 
outdoor courtyard spaces, such as the Jurassic courtyard, for specific 
educational opportunities.

From the outdoor courtyards and main entrance, the exhibit hall 
contains a variety of interactive and kinesthetic exhibits in which 
children can interact. Several large windows and skylights directly 
link the zoo with the exhibit hall, with some exhibits extending from 
the zoo directly into the museum. The museum crawl logs allow 
children to crawl from the museum directly into the centre of the 
meerkat zoo exhibit, creating an immersive experience where they 
can interact with the animals.

Envisioned as “Loose in the Zoo,” the entire zoo is designed as 
a large aviary, allowing a wide range of birds to directly interact 
with the children. The exhibits within the zoo are layered vertically 
to give kids an opportunity to view the natural environment from 
different vantage points. The design allows children to experience the 

natural environment of spaces below, such as tree roots and water 
ponds, while also creating spaces above for children to explore in the 
central tree, while glancing down on the various zoo experiences. By 
providing different vantage points, children gain access to a richer 
and more diverse experience of the natural environment. Connecting 
the zoo spaces, the treehouse runs through the centre of the zoo with 
rope bridges, ladders, net tubes, and platforms in order to create a 
vibrant and exciting play-based experience for children.

Combining the different functions of the zoo, museum, and education 
centre is what ultimately forms the unique experience that is the Palo 
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo.

Technical sheet
• Square Footage: Building: 15,200 sq.f
• Zoo, including back-of-house spaces: 18,800 sq.f
• Project area: 3 Acres

Project Team: 
• Architect: CAW Architects, Brent McClure, AIA, Principal-in-

Charge; Jillian Cadouri Project Manager
• Zoo Design and Treehouse Architect: Studio Hansen Roberts – 

Conservation by Design
• Landscape Design: Vallier Design
• General Contractor: Vance Brown Builders
• Structural Engineer: Hohbach Lewin
• Specialized Structural Engineer: Coffman Engineers INC.
• Giotechnical Engineer: Silicon Valley Soil Engineering
• Civil Engineer: C2G
• Mechanical/Plumbing: ACCO Engineered Systems
• Electrical Engineer: H.A. Bowen Electric
• Project Arborist: HortScience, Inc.

www.cawarchitects.com
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Inside The Treehouse, kids can roam 
freely above the animals.
Photo credit: 
Marco Zecchin Photography

Inside The Treehouse, kids can roam freely above the animals.
Photo credit: Artem Nazarov Photography

Detail of the educational and administrative 
support spaces wing.

Photo credit: Marco Zecchin Photography

Exhibits provide concrete, multi-sensorial and kinesthetic learning experi-
ences that spark curiosity about physics, earth science and the natural world.
Photo credit: Artem Nazarov Photography
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

My sister, who lives in Scotland, 
offered to send me a good 
warm Scottish jersey. The 

timing was perfect, winter here is 
approaching, and a cousin was 
coming out to South Africa shortly, 
and was due to visit me here during 
his trip.

“The best laid schemes o’ mice and 
men / gang aft a-gley” to quote Robert 
Burns, the celebrated national poet of 
Scotland. 

My cousin had already left, so the 
jersey was despatched to his mother 
(my aunt), also due to come out to 
South Africa for a bush break. She 
flew out from the UK, and was due to 
transfer to a local flight to Hoedspruit. 
Unfortunately, her granddaughter, set 

to accompany her, caught Covid, so 
my aunt travelled alone. So why was 
this a problem? My aunt is 98. Ninety 
eight. Stone deaf. But she is a trooper. 
Out she came, in a wheelchair, smiling 
and waving like royalty. Her grandson 
was on another flight and managed to 
hook up with us, so they checked in 
to the Hoedspruit flight, and then we 
went off for a cup of coffee. 

Her wheelchair stint, courtesy of 
International Arrivals, was now over, 
until the next one, courtesy of Local 
Departures, arrived, so she stood up, 
took a natty folding stick out of her 
handbag, and whipped through the 
airport at a fair lick, not a bent bone in 
her body. We sat down in one of the 
cafes at ORT, and only then did she 
stoop over, looking through her bag 

for 1) my jersey, and 2) her hearing aid 
and microphone. She had a cochlear 
implant about eight years ago, and 
can now hear with the help of her 
hearing aid and a small microphone. 
The reason for not having had a 
cochlear implant earlier, was because 
she thought she was too old to qualify. 

Forty minutes later, we walked to the 
wheelchair depot, she got back into a 
wheelchair, and was pushed through 
to catch her local flight. 

I caught my breath, overwhelmed in 
admiration for this feisty woman.  With 
a lump in my throat, and a cheer in my 
heart, I sent a message to my sister to 
say “Mission Accomplished”. 
  
Gill Butler

Journey of a Jersey
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THE BODYGUARD 

Height: 2000mm   Width: 800mm   Depth: 680mm 

                                                              Price: R65 000 

 

 

 

“He who loses sight of his vision, loses himself” – Johan Stadler 

EXCLUSIVE VINTAGE  LIGHTING 
www.stadl.co.za  or call 084 205 7458 

@stadlart stadl_art 

Make Meaningful connections, find valuable leads, and get access to 
preMiuM content about the hotel and hospitality industry

n MEET with over 90+ exhibitors showcasing the latest and most innovative curated products across the 
hospitality supply-chain

n NETWORK with over 3000 hospitality professionals over 3 days

Organised by:

#hotelandhospitalityshow

Sub-Saharan africa’S muSt-attend 
event connecting brandS with key 
hoSpitality buyerS

SandtOn COnventiOn Centre, 
JOhanneSburg, SOuth afriCa

19 - 21 may 2022 

Co-located with:
live features

n Southern African Housekeepers League of 
Champions

n Hospitality by Design Workshops
n Global Pizza Challenge

register online now: www.thehotelshowafrica.com

A detailed set of enhanced health and safety measures to ensure the 
successful integration of exhibitions and events post-COVID-19.

www.dmgevents.com/dmg-events-all-secure
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Cape Town
Total Blind Designs:  021 447 9062
The Best Blind Company:  021 461 2122

Bloemfontein
Ralph Blinds:  072 700 4337

Ballito
Blinds All of Them:  032 946 3614

Durban and Umhlanga
Aesthetics Shutters & Blinds:  031 303 2364

Johannesburg
Blind Time Window Innovations:   011 434 1075
R & C Tranding:  011 867 3367
Blinds All Types:  011 972 2271
Curtain & Blind Solutions:  011 465 9966
Curtain Club:  011 907 9334
Curtain & Blind Workshop:  011 262 4600
Galaxy Blinds:  011 613 1496
Blinds Express:  011 791 1667

Klerksdorp
Atelier Ridwaan:  082 375 3570

Knysna
Milk & Honey:  044 382 2041

Gqeberha
PC Agencies:  041 581 3710

Northern Limpopo
Newton & Strever:  082 830 0959

Pretoria
Picture Perfect Interior Solutions:  012 660 1184
Matheo Blinds & Awnings:  012 991 5767

FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

www.blinddesigns.co.za

Namibia
Touch of Style:  +264-61-245303

BOSVELD

Design Style:
Transitional

A palette filled with natural 
elements, inspired by the African 

veld, enhancing a sense of balance by 
creating a calm and relaxing space.

SheerWeave Roller Blinds
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