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About Architecture49 - Page 72
Architecture49 is an award-winning architectural practice with a strong history 

of pioneering contributions in cities across Canada and beyond. Based in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, the firm has a depth of experience in the design and delivery of some 
of Canada’s most important buildings and environments. Across the country, the 
firm creates inspiring spaces that elevate the history, social fabric, and health of their 
communities. With ten offices and a staff of over 250 architects, planners, interior 
designers and landscape architects, Architecture49 harnesses the strength of a 
multi-disciplinary view to influence design that is culturally, environmentally, and 
geographically sensitive to the varied and unique characteristics of its country and 
clients.

About Ryuichi Sasaki Architecture - 
Page 84

Based in Tokyo, Japan, Ryuichi Sasaki 
Architecture is an architectural design firm 
that has gained notoriety in recent years as 
one of the most internationally acclaimed 
firms of its kind in the world. Led by 
renowned architect, Ryuichi Sasaki, the firm 
harnesses the experiences of its professionals 
to design and consult on building types 
ranging from cultural facilities to commercial 
facilities, including music halls, apartment 
complexes, hotels, stores, bars, and housing 
structures. The firm focuses on the ‘zeitgeist’ 
of every space that its interventions develop, 

and leverages continuous reinterpretation 
and repositioning to achieve excellence in its 
work.

In 2021, Deezen selected Ryuichi 
Sasaki Architecture as one of its 21 best 
architecture studios of the year. The firm is 
also a five-time WAF Awards finalist, and 
was named winner of a Plan Award (Italy) 
in the Office & Business category. The firm 
was also anointed Best of Best winner at 
the Architecture Master Prize Awards in 
the United States, marking the first time in 
history that a Japanese architectural design 
firm has earned the distinction.

DESIGNER 
PROFILE

photo mike hall

CAPE TOWN
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traditional artisanal skills.
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inside and out, at home and abroad.
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In Tree Tops, a lush estate in Houghton, 
Johannesburg, developers were 
looking to bring new life to a modern 

penthouse apartment. Not only did they 
want the space to be comfortable and 
contemporary in equal measure, but each 
room needed to be reimagined for full 

functionality. Specialising in residential, 
commercial, and hospitality projects and 
large-scale developments, Weylandtstudio 
was the natural choice for the project.

The Weylandtstudio team transformed 
the space to reflect functional, modern 
inner-city living. The project saw the 

TRADE WINDS

dw

Weylandtstudio breathes life into Tree Tops 
penthouse apartment

team create a bespoke bar, two working 
fireplaces, built-in entertainment units, 
statement headboards, shelving, feature 
lighting, and complete turnkey solutions 
for the bedrooms and living areas. As 
such, the apartment took on a new shape 
that exudes sophistication. 

Using predominantly Weylandts 
furniture and décor, the interior design 
leans towards natural materials and quiet 
hues. Textural pieces were brought in 
and contrasted with dark, contemporary 
tones, while statement pieces drew the 
eye around the rooms. Lastly, the team 
introduced artwork and styling touches 
from local artists throughout. Together, 
these design choices reflect the undeniable 
magic of Johannesburg’s urbanity.
More information about Weylandtstudio

Weylandtstudio is the interior design 
and concept division of the legendary 
homeware store, Weylandts. The team 
draws on the brand’s heritage to create 
and design spaces that are timeless in 
their appeal and comfortable for those 
who move through them.

To discover more, visit Weylandtstudio’s 
website and social media.

www.weylandts.co.za
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Molori Safari, the jewel of 
Madikwe game reserve in 
the North-West, has always 

been known for its glamorous interiors, 
vibrant colours and spirited approach 
– whether experiencing the country’s 
“Big 10” wildlife, or its diverse culture as 
beautifully represented at the property. 
Now, the stand-out private suites and 
main lodge interiors have taken the 
concept of an ‘art safari’ up a notch. 

Along with new-look interiors boldly 
refurbished by the South African interior 
design team, Megan Hesse and Andrea 
Kleinloog of Hesse Kleinloog Studio, the 
luxury lodge now features an expanded 
art collection. Works by headline artists 
were specially selected from the private 
Ichikowitz Heritage Art Collection to 
complement the feel-good yet decidedly 
upscale interiors.  

Based in Johannesburg, the Ichikowitz 
Heritage Art Collection is one of the 
largest collections of its kind, featuring 
South African and African artists dating 
back as far as the 1950s. The diverse 
collection includes paintings, sculpture, 
works on paper, photography and video, 
all capturing the mood and emotions of 

Africa’s transformation, and positioning 
the arts as an impetus for dialogue. 

Pieces chosen in this vein now add 
depth to the Molori experience. ‘The 
result is enchanting,’ says Molori’s owner 
Ivor Ichikowitz. ‘Our philosophy is to 
delight our guests with the unexpected 
and I believe we have achieved this with 
our new luxury interiors and by adding 
gravitas to our art collection there,’ he 
continues.  

As for the recently added artworks 
themselves, new arrivals at the lodge 
include four Edoardo Villa sculptures. 
Villa arrived in South Africa from Italy 
in 1942, during World War II. He was 
passionately dedicated to the creation of 
an African identity in his work and is best 
known for his public sculptures, similar 
to his red and silver tubular steel ‘Abstract 
Head’, which is now a striking focus in the 
glamorous main bar overlooking the pool. 

There are three more Villa pieces that 
are strategically placed outdoors. ‘The 
Stork’ and ‘African Wild Bird’ however, are 
examples of his move to welding pieces of 
metal together in the early 1950s, in the 
vein of artists like Pablo Picasso and Julio 
Gonzalez.

Elsewhere in the exterior, Deborah 
Bell’s large-scale bronze ‘Chariot’ is 
nestled in the bush near Molori’s main 
lodge, and is a fine example of Bell’s 
fascination with ancient civilizations 
and their excavated artefacts. Her work 
incorporates powerful, totemic images. 

On the inside, interesting miniature 
works and sculpture by Norman 
Catherine can be found in the Metsi 
lounge. The main lodge area, near the 
grand piano, houses a work by sculptor 
Angus Taylor, best known for his gigantic 
slate figures set into landscapes, that are 
held in various prestigious collections 
in South Africa and around the world. 
Taylor’s Molori work is entitled ‘Bearing 
your Becoming’ and is rendered in 
bronze, malachite and prasiolite.

The gin and whiskey bar showcases Cole 
& Son ‘Savuti’ wallpaper, also used in the 
lodge’s game-viewing underground hide. 
This flamboyant and delightfully quirky 
wallpaper from The Ardmore Collection 
shows a warm orange background offset 
by drawings of monkeys, hoopoes, 
hornbills and aloes. The Ardmore studio, 
in the remote hills of KwaZulu-Natal, 
produces work by over 70 African artists 
and ceramists, and has collaborated 
successfully with UK-based Cole & Son. 

Another riveting artwork that hangs 
in the entrance and sets the tone for the 
lodge is by Lady Skollie. Guests intrigued 
by this piece entitled ‘Kind of, sort of 
united we stand: the ups and downs of 
competitive sisterhood’ (2016), will no 
doubt find a contemplative space to reflect 
on its deeper meaning. From papayas to 

bananas painted provocatively, art critics 
have stamped Lady Skollie’s works as 
anything from ‘an erotic jolt to the art 
world’ to ‘mildly offensive’. Her goal is 
to spark crucial debates amongst men 
and women on taboo topics with works 
revolving around themes of gender, sex 
and the politics of lust, as well as her 
musings on identity.

Seeing these pieces installed and 
conceptualizing creative interiors to offset 

them was a satisfying and stimulating 
process for Molori’s interior designer. ‘It 
has been the honour of a lifetime to work 
with the art that I’ve had the privilege 
of seeing during this project,’ says 
Kleinloog. Every work evokes a different 
emotion, whether it be the controversial 
Lady Skollie or the deliberately soothing 
landscapes in the spa by Junior Fungai, the 
Zimbabwean post-war and contemporary 
painter.

Knowing that the walls and surfaces 
would soon house new statement pieces, 
Kleinloog focused first on creative 
ideas for floor coverings that would 
complement the organic architectural 
structure of the lodge. Its curved walls 
required some out-of-the-box thinking, 
so she asked designer Koos Groenewald 
of creative studio Jana+Koos to make one 
rug that would echo the curved lines. An 
artist in his own right, he jumped at the 
challenge and soon found himself making 
‘art + rugs’. Before long, it was dubbed ‘the 
rug project’ and leading contemporary 
artists were commissioned to create art 
for the floor.

‘We collaborated with some of South 
Africa’s most provocative contemporary 
artists who agreed to have their 
artworks interpreted and woven into 
these magnificent rugs,’ says Ichikowitz. 

Visual reference pieces by Athi-Patra 
Ruga, Cameron Platter, Jody Paulsen, 
Maja Marx, Nabeeha Mohamed and 
Groenewald were skillfully digitised by 
Jana+Koos, enabling master craftsmen 
at Durban-based Brabetz Carpet Mill to 
produce these unique three-dimensional, 
textured ‘works of art’.

Today, two years after the project started 
in the second quarter of 2020, each suite 
features one of the artist’s extraordinary 
rugs. The main lodge area features the 
unexpected ‘Eat Me (Bananas)’ rug by 
Paulsen while Ruga’s rug lends exuberance 
to the Molelo Presidential Suite. 

Considered in their individual 
instances and together as an overall 
project, the rugs ‘spark joy’, as Kleinloog 
puts it. The floor pieces playfully pull 
together the new interiors in a move that 
intentionally sets Molori apart in a light-
hearted departure from the safari lodge 
norm. There is no doubt that Kleinloog’s 
vision was nothing short of pioneering 
and as a result, Molori is a marriage of 
natural wonder, adventurous interiors, 
astounding rugs, and captivating 
contemporary artworks mixed with 
museum-worthy fine art.

www.roraprivatecollection.com/molori-
safari 

Art Safari
Statement pieces by Lady Skollie, Edoardo Villa, Deborah 

Bell, Norman Catherine, and other exceptional 
artists add an exciting new dimension 

to the safari experience at Molori

Edoardo Villa Molori main lodge  
Lady Skollie artwork

Dylan Lewis
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Kim Williams is a top interior designer in Cape Town, a 2022 Loeries Interior 
Design finalist, and author of My Yellow Room. Kim has carved a niche for 
herself as a creative behaviour strategist focused on designing interior spaces. She 
is known for her unique approach to interiors which blends creative, behavioural 
and design strategies and is a well-respected entrepreneur having founded the 
full-service interior design studio - Kim Williams Design. 

Her ability to understand and analyse interior design, décor and human 
behaviour trends, and to intelligently design spaces for the best outcome, 
comes from her experience in the corporate world (21 years), her journey as 
an entrepreneur, and her work as an interior designer. Kim has an impressive 
portfolio of many building and construction projects, working alongside 
developers and architects for over 150 new apartments, 30 residential homes and 
renovations, and several commercial projects. These projects include a variation 
of interior architecture, design and finishing, as well as soft furnishing.

The end of year is a great time to 
pause and look back at some of the 
design and décor trends that have 

shaped the last 12 months. This year has 
been especially interesting in that it has 
been our first chance at complete freedom 
from the masks and unprecedented 
restrictions caused by the pandemic. 

Even though the world is now open, 
and we have hopefully seen the worst 
of Covid, the focus on health and 
healing, specifically mental wellness, has 
remained front and centre of the design 
space this year. We are only beginning to 
truly understand the real impact that the 
pandemic has had on our psyche and in 
turn, our design and décor choices. 

More of us continued to work from 
home this year, which has crafted a new 
appreciation for space, the privilege of 
having it and a deeper desire to connect 

better with it. The yearning for privacy and 
peace has made zoning a crucial part of 
today’s design. The need to separate living 
areas so families have somewhere quiet to 
go to recharge or work, a communal area 
to energise and socialise, as well as an area 
dedicated to play, has helped create better 
flow, energy, and balance. 

Spending more time indoors over the 
last two and half years has also changed 
our relationship with our homes. We now 
see our entire living area, as opposed 
to just one or two rooms, as a tranquil 
sanctuary to retreat from the outside 
world. 

From an aesthetics perspective, there 
has been a conscious effort to include 
warm, earthy palettes that promote 
grounding, healing, and spirituality in our 
interiors as well as sustainable materials 
that connect us to nature. Repurposing 

art and décor, as well as reconnecting and 
celebrating old memories was another 
big focus this year, with a modern stamp 
added to make it more in vogue. 

Looking ahead to 2023, finding 
newer and more enthralling ways to add 
expression to our spaces will remain a 
key focus. I am looking forward to seeing 
brighter colours, bolder designs and the 
embracing of different voices, cultures, 
and individual interests that draw from 
the past, culminating in a bespoke space. 

Interior décor trends that were and  
will still be in 2023 

By Kim Williams, a top Cape Town interior designer,  
behaviour specialist and owner of the Kim Williams  

Design studio. 

About Kim Williams:

Be prepared for the breaking of design and 
interior décor conventions in the coming 
months especially when it comes to stuff. 
Décor pieces will be fewer next year, and 
those selected will be carefully chosen for 
their longevity and deepened meaning, and 
which become both art as well as a means of 
personal expression. 

Something that was big this year and is 
probably going to be even bigger next year, 
is our desire for sustainability and eco-
conscious design. It is not just about the 
materials we use but also about bringing 
mindfulness into the design process so that 
we can connect the inside to the outside and 
natural elements like water.  

On a personal level, I am especially 
looking forward to renewing my relationship 
with The African Institute of the Interior 
Design Professions (IID). The greatest 
benefit of being a member has been the 
sounding board available to understand 
how other professionals are dealing with the 
same challenges over the last 12 months. It 
is incredibly beneficial to have a body that 
holds us accountable to each other and our 
clients and which focuses on keeping the 
industry up to date and relevant so that we 
are continuously developing and improving.

Behind the Design 2022/1 – A report 
with mindful and intelligent insights of 
behavioural impact on interior design – 
Get your copy of my behavioural design 
report – register here to download:  
www.mailchi.mp/kimwilliams/behind-the-
design-report

www.kimwilliams.co.za
www.iidprofessions.org.za

Kim Williams
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to them and not wasting space was also a 
challenge.  The second brief needed a good 
understanding of ergonomics and space.  
They had to design for a couple living in 
a loft apartment.  The kitchen space had a 
double volume roof with exposed beams 
and no ceiling.  There was a large bank 
of windows on two of the walls and an 
unusual nib in the one remaining wall.  
The clients they were designing for loved 
dining and entertaining, and the challenge 
here was to design a kitchen space that 
could facilitate entertaining, cooking 
with little wall space.  Innovative storage 
solutions were a must for this brief. 

To assist the students through the 
project we put together a multitude of 
resources for them.  The brief pack that 
each received contained links to video and 
written information on materials, costing, 
design, appliances and much more.  KSA 
members assisted in recording video 
content and talks for the students that are 
accessible via the KSA’s You Tube channel.  
Visits to KSA members' showrooms and to 
supplier members to learn about materials 
and manufacturing was also on offer.  Each 
participating tertiary also received a sample 
box with multiple samples of various 
materials used in the industry.  Each sample 
was carefully labeled with what it was and 
how it was used to ensure the students fully 
understood what they were looking at.

The biggest learning curve in the project 
was understanding how materials were 
supplied, and that not all materials used to 
make a kitchen can be bought per square 
metre.  Students had to figure out that they 
often would need to buy sheets or slabs of 
material and then optimise them.  This also 
affected costing, with students learning they 
could not base the costing solely on the 
material, they had to allow for production 
or fabrication too.  They also had to figure 
out their own value as a designer, estimating 
their own time spent on the project, and 
what they would charge for their design 
skills, as well as what would be a fair price 
to pay a skilled installer to take make their 
design a finished reality in the client’s home.  
Understanding that kitchen design was 
about more than just aesthetics, but also 
about function and cost was possibly the 
biggest mindset change they had to make.

With the kitchen industry facing a 
serious skills shortage when it comes 
to designers, we wanted to ensure that 
this project helped identify talent, and 
encourage that talent to look at kitchen 
design as a future career.  As such, 

students with the top designs are offered 
an internship with a KSA member 
kitchen company.  Our members have 
shown great support of this project and 
are enthusiastic to assist young designers 
get a leg up and into the industry.  For 
two of the designers who accepted an 
internship in 2021 this has led to full time 
employment with the KSA member.  

We are excited present the top 
designers from the 2022 project.   Our 
congratulations go out to:
• Jo-Anco Esterhuizen – third 

year student from Potchefstroom 
Academy

• Celuxolo Mndletshe – third year 
student from Tshwane University of 
Technology

• Bongani Masinga – third year 
student from Tshwane University of 
Technology

• Abigail Bothner – second year 
student from Vega Johannesburg

• Katya Goncalves – second year 
student from Design Time Cape Town

We look forward to finding them a 
place with a KSA member where their 
talents can be grown and shaped.  

As for 2023 – work on the next project 
has already begun. We look forward to 
working with the IID again and hope 
that the tertiaries – Cape Peninsular 
University of Technology, University 
of Johannesburg, Durban University 
of Technology, Tshwane University of 
Technology, Greenside Design Centre, 
Inscape, Design Time, Vega, Nelson 
Mandela University and Potchefstroom 
Academy – will continue to support the 
project and allow us to work with them in 
developing the skills of the future kitchen 
designers of South Africa.

www.ksa.co.za

In 2021 the KSA embarked on a project 
to engage the minds and imagination of 
design students, and to ignite in them a 

passion for kitchen design as a specialised 
sector of design.  In collaboration with the 
IID we reached out to tertiary institutions 
offering interior design qualifications.  On 
assessment of what was being offered as 
far as kitchen design was concerned, we 
realised that there was much we could add 
to help build a better understanding of the 
technicalities of kitchen design, as well as 
build the understanding of material and 
costings. 

As such the KSA’s Kitchen Design 
Project was developed.  It’s aim: to give the 
students a true kitchen design experience, 

and equip them with knowledge and skills 
that could make them viably employable 
in the kitchen industry.

We started in 2021 with eight 
tertiary institutions.  In 2022 we had 10 
institutions with 16 campuses sign up 
for the project.  Second and third year 
students opt to take on the project for 

special credit.  The projects are marked 
by the lecturers and then submitted to the 
KSA, for constructive critical comment.  
Each submission is carefully reviewed by 
the KSA and given in-depth feedback that 
will hopefully aid the students to celebrate 
their successes and unpack their mistakes, 
learning from them.  Assessment of the 
seventy projects submitted to the KSA 
this year was completed in November, 
and we have been thrilled to honour the 
top five candidates.

In 2021 the students were challenged to 
take on one of two design briefs.  The first 
was to design a kitchen made up of cost-
effective adaptive furniture, that would 
allow an RDP housing space to move easily 
from a kitchen to learning to living space.  
Here it was vital the students focused on 
cost effective materials and construction.  
The challenge was to accomplish good 
adaptive design at an affordable price.  The 
second brief was to design for a middle-
income family whose ailing mother had 
moved in with them.  The kitchen had to 
be hard-wearing, and the design had to 
facilitate the projected deterioration of the 
mother’s mobility, strength, and reach.

Our 2022 briefs focused more on 
construction challenges.  The first brief 
was for a retiring couple buying an older 
heritage house.  They wanted to upgrade 
the kitchen to embrace their love of a 
modern aesthetic  while retaining and 
respecting the original features of an old 
coal stove, bay windows and pressed steel 
ceilings.  Here the students needed to 
marry the old with the new harmoniously,  
and research how to work with pressed 
steel ceilings, what type of coal stove 
might have existed in the timeline of the 
original home, and how to incorporate 
the stove's features.  Incorporating the 
bay windows while still facilitating access 

KSA
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KSA Update
December 2022

Bongani Masinga 

Jo-Anco Esterhuizen 

Celuxolo Mndletshe 

Abigail Bothner 

Katya Goncalves 
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Espace Mayenne is a multifunctional 
facility including a large sports 
and entertainment venue with 

a capacity of 4,500, a gymnasium 
with a climbing wall for international 
competitions, and a conference hall. In 
addition to these three main venues can 
be found other spaces, such as partner 
lounges designed as modular rooms to 
receive guests during games or shows, as 
well as offices and cloakrooms for artists 
and sportsmen. Outside the building, 
the project is completed by a 670-space 
parking lot, a landscaped area, and a 
250-metre-long cycling ring for national 
competitions integrating a training track 
in its centre.

The site
Espace Mayenne is located in a former 

military site bordering the French city 
of Laval, along the D900 urban ring 
road. The project began with an urban 
and landscape study aiming to define 
guidelines for the future development of 

this site in accordance with the framework 
of the Ferrié new neighborhood. This 
is an area undergoing change, crucial to 
the dynamic revitalisation of the city. 
The building’s organisation respects the 
landscape structure and the memory of 
the site, combining ecology, compactness, 
economy of means, and the creation of 
a mass plan saving parcels for future 
programmes. The landscape heritage 
of the site is remarkable. It is composed 
of a natural area - marshes, woodlands, 
and wetland - and an old bocage grid 
with sculptural trees and sunken lanes, 
which are all entirely preserved. An east-
west pedestrian-bicycle path is created 
to structure the site, crossing the public 
parking lot and the wetland, before 
widening itself in front of the building 
into an entrance piazza.

The building
To participate in the economy of soils 

and shape optimisation, the building is 
a unitary volume that envelops the three 

Espace Mayenne
Laval, France

The lobby

The sports and entertainment grand hall

The gymnasium
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venues in one movement. The organic 
aspect of the building stems from its 
conception. It is less of a design gesture 
than the consequence of a process that 
articulates the three halls on a singular 
landscape. The façade is like a skin 
wrapping itself around the rooms, 
resulting in a shifting shape that constantly 
changes depending on the viewpoint. It is 
composed of three horizontally stacked 
stripes that deform themselves in order 
to envelop the volumes as tightly as 
possible. These three ribbons overlap and 
rotate around the building, generating 
fluidity, unity, and movement. Together, 
they create a flexible plane covering the 
entire height of the building sometimes 
elevating itself in certain points in order 
to uncover glazed façades. Its complex 
form is subdivided into simple, identical 
geometric elements allowing a rational 
construction using textured aluminum 
plates.

The lobby
The lobby is designed within the 

interstitial space between the three 
main venues. Its organisation allows a 
fluid circulation of the different public 
flows according to various scenarios of 
occupation - the three venues can be in 
use at the same time or not. The lobby 

is characterised by its inverted conch-
shaped volume and its acoustic ceiling 
made of wooden boards. The building 
has two ground floors and is organised so 
that the different types of flows - public, 
sportsmen, technicians, artists, staff, and 
partners - are clearly separated.

The sports and entertainment grand hall
The functional organisation of the 

building responds to its multiple uses. 
The design of the convertible grand hall 
is induced by its need for versatility as it 
must be functional for shows, concerts, 
as well as for sports games. While sports 
events require an arena system where 
the spectators are sitting all around 
the field, concerts and shows require a 
frontal system with a stage. The room is 
asymmetrical with a large balcony on 
one side, which allows the installation of 
a stage on the long north side, therefore 
reducing the distance between the 
performers and the public. Diagonal 
curtains can be drawn to transform the 
arena configuration into a trapezium that 
flares out starting from the stage frame. 
In the sports events’ configuration, the 
field is closely surrounded by an arena of 
bleachers. The technical treatment of this 
hall has been thought out so that it can be 
quickly converted from one configuration 

The sports and entertainment grand hall

The sports and entertainment grand hall

The velodrome
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to another: the space is completely 
transformed according to the programme. 
The design of the walls, alternating 
between raw white concrete and wool 
felt, was elaborated in collaboration with 
acousticians. Areas of sound absorption, 
reverberation, or a mix of both were 
defined: corrugated raw concrete to 
distribute the sound in the space, strips of 
concrete alternating with strips of wool felt 
for the mixed areas, wool felt stretched with 
an acoustic mat for the absorbing zones, 
behind the bleachers. Suspended panels 
of wool felt were designed for the ceiling, 
creating an aerial geometric pattern. A 
vast technical grid is hidden behind them, 
allowing a great flexibility of equipment 
and scenic arrangements.

Technical sheet
• Location: Laval, France
• Client: Conseil Départemental de la 

Mayenne
• Surface: 15,100 sqm
• Photo credit: Cyrille Weiner

Project Team: 
Hérault Arnod Architectures, design 

and project supervisor

Study team: 
Mickael Dusson and Jérôme Moenne-

Loccoz, project managers, with Thomas 
Féraud, Paola Figueroa, Rana Abi 
Ghanem

Execution team:
 Florent Bellet, project manager, with 

Arnaud Gilet

Partners: 
Inex, hvac; Batiserf, structure; BMF, 

economics; Ducks Scéno, scenography; 
Lasa, acoustic; Sempervirens, landscape; 
B3i, roads and utilities; Gérard Plénacoste, 
graphic design; Hervé Audibert, outdoor 
lighting.

www.herault-arnod.fr/Espace-
Mayenne-367
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Hospitality means extending 
a welcome to travellers, or 
offering a home away from 

home and the word is evolved from home. 
The word ‘hospitalitis’, which refers to the 
relationship between guest and host as it 
took its root from ‘hospes’, the word for 
host, guest, stranger or visitor.

What are the three points to remember 
to understand hospitality?

To dig into the actual definition of 
the word 'hospitality', it is important to 
consider there perspectives: operator, 
technology and guest.

While the hospitality industry covers 
several different services, it can generally 
be defined through five different sectors.

These sectors include food and 
beverages, lodging, recreation, travel, 
tourism, meetings and events.

With this technology operators can:
• Create guest profiles to better 

recognise new and repeat guests.
• Quick and efficient in-service.

• Consistently deliver experiences that 
meet or exceed expectations.

What is a hospitality experience?
A hospitality experience is a 

combination of all the separate aspects 
of a hospitality service, rolled into one.  
It is the venue, the atmosphere, the food 
and the customer service that blend 
perfectly together to create a memorable 
experience that guests will love and tell 
their friends about.

What is the reason for success in the 
hospitality industry?

The customer is the main reason for 
the hospitality industry.  If there were no 
customers, there would be no business 
and no profits.  The customers are the 
ones who actually provide the money 

for the business, including the salaries.  
The success of any hospitality business 
depends on the return of the customers.

Service is the key in the hospitality 
industry.  Good service is the key to 
success in any hospitality business.  Many 
customers rely on internet reviews to 
decide whether or not to visit a business 
and just a couple of dissatisfied customers 
sharing their experiences online can 
quickly put a company out of business.

The role of hospitality in a global 
economy.

The most obvious factor is the 
employment created as a result of 
hotels, airlines, travel agencies, lodges, 
restaurants, and more.  One in ten of the 
jobs around the world are in tourism.  
Foreign investment also increases when 

Hospitality
by Stienie Greyling

a country is on the rise as a tourist 
destination.

Five biggest challenges facing the 
hospitality industry in 2023.
• Staff shortages and retention.
• Cost of living crisis.
• Increase in hospitality technology.
• Environment considerations.
• Meeting demand.

What is the best symbol for the 
hospitality industry?

The pineapple symbol was frequently 
used in the 18th and 19th centuries to 
decorate bedposts, tablecloths, napkins and 
anything associated with welcoming guests.  
Today, the pineapple remains a fitting 
symbol for the hospitality industry and 
pineapple themed products still flourish.

What is the future of hospitality?
The priority for most in 2023 will be to 

minimise a recovery from the impact of 
the COVID-19 crisis, building consumer 
confidence in key source markets.  With 
such a promising vision comes the 
responsibility of the hospitality industry 
to adapt to embrace consumer needs.
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In addition to these, there is on both 
sides, Altura Mirror, by Caffe Latte, 
another statement marble piece, which 
enriches the presence of nature-inspired 
shades, so necessary for a fresh and 
revitalising ambiance.

Moving calmly towards the lounge 
area, an oasis of comfort and well-being, 
the neutrality and functionality of the 
space prevails, in order to acquire the 
ideal serenity of summer times. The first 
one focuses on Robusta Center Table, by 
Caffe Latte, whose refinement is perfectly 
combined with the subtlety of the seating 
pieces, including Odette Sofa or Zelda 
Single Sofa.

There are also two extra companion 
pieces that will expand the comfortable 
luxury concept: Brutte Side Table, by Caffe 
Latte on the one hand, and Oslo Rug on the 
other, with a slight terrazzo inspiration.

The second living area has a more 
classic appeal, never ceasing to be 
minimalist and suitable for the room 
itself. The new pieces from Covet 
Collection, created by Masquespacio, 
leave their mark once again, this time 
through Marble Table Small and Matter 
Chair, true representatives of an ode 
to earth, while Canephora Mirror, by 
Caffe Latte, shows itself easily adaptable 
to any contemporary project, whether 
residential or hospitality.

The third lounge area maintains 
the modern and authentic look of the 
previous ones, with a little biophilic 
design reinforcement, as well as the 
addition of the Scandi style, which brings 
with it wood finishes.

Finally, the fourth area is totally mid 
century modern style, including sublime 
pieces such as Volume Chair from 
Masquespacio, or Philip Center and Side 
Table.

Next to the lifts that give access to the 
residential area, there is also a reserved 
area, dedicated to a modern classic 
hallway, in which Vertigo Console and 
Niku Wall Lamp make up the respective 
statement pieces.

The hospitality world is full of surprises, 
just like the dazzling Caffe Latte new 
project, stylish and versatile, designed by 
Maelina Ortié.

CAFFE LATTE modern Design’s 
paramount is to provide ergonomy and 
functionality to any room, with a modern 
minimalist approach. Complementing 
other design aesthetics with the use of a 
neutral color palette, presenting sobriety 
to any interior decoration project, 
ultimately creating a consensual and 
transversal design, suitable for any taste.

"The perfect blend of minimalist and 
modern design"

www.caffelattehome.com

Sabbia Bianca is a new concept for 
an italian hotel resort designed by 
Maelina Ortié.

Inspired by the colours and vibes of 
Mondello beach, the resort's lobby has a 
wide open space that brings the brightness 
of the sun and the freshness of the sea 
inside, giving people a seamless transition 
from the beach to the lounge.

"We design our world, while our world 
acts back on us and designs us"

Our feet are still full of sand, when we 
step into the foyer and are confronted 
with the imposing and powerful presence 

of Breve I Dining Table, by Caffe Latte, 
completely built in marble, just like the 
floor and ceiling that flank it. On top of 
Breve, there is also the iconic Newton 
Chandelier, rich in walnut texture, a true 
lighting statement piece.

With a circular opening in the center, 
allowing the sun to illuminate the palm 
trees, there is the reception area, with 
a clear emphasis on the two lighting 
pieces, designed by Masquespacio for 
Covet Collection. They are Branch Lamps 
Standing and Marble Table Lamp Big, 
whose curvilinear design reveals a combo 
of irreverence and elegance, which every 
hotel should have.

dw
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Contemporary hotel lobby in Sicily
A new in and out hospitality project by Maelina Ortié
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Over the last few years, the needs of 
modern travellers have changed 
significantly. And as such, the 

hotel experiences they're looking for 
have changed too. Today, they're looking 
for mixed-use spaces where comfort 
and relaxation are as much present as 
flexibility and functionality. With the 
launch of Station House in Cape Town 
this October, Home Suite Hotels has 
answered the needs of modern travellers 
by giving them everything they need on 
their travels, and so much more. 

At the centre of its vision, Home Suite 
Hotels is bringing the concept of 'bleisure' 
to life with Station House, a beautiful 
boutique hotel situated in Sea Point. 
Here, corporate travellers can enjoy the 
best that Cape Town offers: scenic views 
of the Atlantic Ocean, the surrounding 
mountains, and of course, an unparalleled 
shopping experience, all while being 
comfortably positioned to focus on work, 
meetings and projects. The hotel also 
offers stays for long-term visitors and will 
be the ideal spot for those looking to rent 
a space for a few months. 

As a mixed-use development, Station 
House offers luxury apartments for 
long-term guests and hotel rooms under 
one roof. So, whether it's a short stint 
in the city or an extended stay, visitors 

Home Suite Hotels 
ushers in a new era 
of hotel experiences
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will experience first-class living - taking 
convenience and comfort to the next level. 
Station House offers several amenities 
to guests, including a gym, biokinetics, 
a yoga studio, and a pet park for guests 
with dogs. They have a state-of-the-art 
business centre fitted with meeting pods 
as well as a stunning rooftop cocktail bar 
and pool, so that guests can work just as 
hard as they play without ever having to 
step outside the building. "The exciting 
thing about this property," says Jonathon 
Meyer, CEO of Home Suite Hotels, "is 
that the apartments and hotel rooms will 
share the same amenities, which makes 
for an exciting mix of residents. They 
will be coming together to share all this 
property's amazing spaces while still 
maintaining their privacy." 

Station House by Home Suite Hotels 
is changing the face of hotels in South 
Africa, moving away from the traditional 
hotel blueprint, which traditionally 
limited guests' options. Instead, guests can 
now manage their stay like never before. 
"Guests can step out of the building and 
experience what Sea Point has to offer," 
adds Jonathon, "such as the 20 top-tier 
coffee shops and restaurants only a few 
minutes’ walk away. Guests also have the 
option to stay in the hotel and experience 
the restaurant, cocktail bar, coffee shop, 
deli and patisserie run by The Kove 
Collection." 

www.homesuitehotels.com

Flooring
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Although it is not the best option for 
retaining heat, partly because of slate's 
specific finishing requirements, its 
texture can provide slip resistance.  When 
installed in both irregular and regular 
patterns, slate can have a stunning, 
organic appearance,

Another classic flooring solution is tile.  
Tiles can work for any budget and come 
in a variety of colours, shapes and sizes.  
Tiles are a wonderful way to add character 
to a kitchen floor.  Two examples are 
ceramic and porcelain, both made from 
clay mixtures fired at high temperatures 
to create a hard, durable material.

Polished concrete flooring is an easy 
way to obtain a stylish contemporary look 
and can make a great choice for a low-
maintenance floor.  Durable enough to 
stand up to the busiest kitchens and easy 
to clean, concrete is a lovely choice for 
warm climates.

Understated and elegant, bamboo 
flooring is a great choice, especially for 
kitchen floors.  Not only is it relatively 
affordable compared to hardwoods, it is 

also low-maintenance as it doesn’t require 
any special care.

Whether knotting, felting or weaving, 
the traditional skill of carpet making has 
a long history and is hugely significant.  
Handcrafted and custom-made carpets 
and rugs are becoming increasingly 
popular.

Rugs and carpets have a rich history, 
only part of which is known.  Ancient 
rugs are very rare because the earliest 
rugs were made of organic fibres.  Organic 
fibres disintegrate speedily over time, thus 
preservation over thousands of years is 
extremely rare.  What we do know is that 
the art of weaving is very old and dates 
back thousands of years.

Carpets and rugs are a fantastic way 
of introducing colour or pattern into a 
home.  Some carpet and rug trends are 
timelessly elegant, other require bravery, 
but will create an indulgent finish that 
is pure luxury.  From mixing bright red 
tones, geometric and intricate patterns, 
2022 carpet and rug trends see self-
expression as key. dw

FLOORING

When it comes to flooring 
options, classic, refinished 
hardwoods have long been 

the go-to choice. Thanks to the flexibility, 
affordability and striking aesthetic of 
materials they are rapidly gaining appeal 
in popularity.

Timeless, hardwearing, textured and 
warm, the benefits of implementing 
wooden floors on any floor are endless. 
Whether they are filled with dark walnut, 
reclaimed wood or pale pine, each of 
these bring  out the best of the natural 
material we love.

Painted wood flooring can be very cost 
effective and can have as big or small 
of a visual impact as desired. This is an 
amazing option when one is yearning for 
a new look.

Another spin on traditional wood 
flooring is patterned board flooring where 
wood boards are painted or covered with 
a graphic pattern.

Rubber flooring might initially have 
you thinking about industrial spaces, 
impersonal offices or even the local gym, 
but it can also be a surprisingly fitting 
material for residential settings.

Available in rolls or tiles, as well as in 
a range of colours and textures varying 
from bright reds and oranges to more 
subtle neutrals, rubber is an excellent 
choice for high traffic and wet areas like 
bathrooms and kitchens.

Although cork may bring thoughts 
of wine stoppers or bulletin boards, 
the sustainable, versatile substance is 
increasingly being used as a building 
material, particularly as flooring.

Cork is a great insulator of heat, cold 
and sound, and also an excellent choice 
for spaces like kitchens.  Thanks to its 
neutral colour it seamlessly blends with a 
wide range of various palettes.

Durable and easy to clean, stone is an 
excellent flooring option with a great 
variety of choices.  Marble, travertine, 
granite and slate are popular options, 
which can add depth and a level of 
sophistication.  Naturally cool, stone 
flooring is a good choice for hotter 
climates.

The natural, neutral tones of slate make 
it another desirable choice for flooring.  

Flooring
by Stienie Greyling

Polished concrete 

Stone

Slate

Rubber flooring
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It’s a well known fact that many South 
Africans choose to use ceramic floors 
throughout their home as a low cost 

and low maintenance flooring option. But 
it’s also a well known fact that many of them 
want to break up the monotony of their 
hard floors. They crave some visual, thermal 
and acoustic comfort that comes from soft-
flooring like carpets and Luxury Vinyl. 
This is where rugs play an increasingly 
important role, providing that unique 
softness underfoot, especially in those 
parts of the home where we seek comfort. 

Rugs offer a budget friendly, low risk 
investment in your homelife. They not only 
vastly increase your comfort and protect 
your floors, but also elevate your interior 
design to match your mood, aspirations…
and make a statement about you! 

But finding a locally manufactured, 
durable, ecofriendly, fadeproof, versatile, 
stainproof, and stylish rug can be difficult. 
That is, until MiracleRug. In this, Belgotex’s 
newest range, they have merged the best of 
their design talent, decades of experience 
and honed technical skills, to develop a 
rug that redefines what rugs are, and raises 
them to the level of the miraculous. 

With their proprietary Belgotex Miracle 
Fibre used in each rug, they are able 
to deliver extreme durability, meaning 
it won’t fade, it’s easy to clean, highly 
resistant to dust, and it’s rainproof…. 
The pigment in Miracle Fibre yarn is 
baked in at the point of extrusion so that 
they can endure our harsh local climate. 
Outdoor living is a big part of our lives 
in most parts of South Africa, and with 
many families spending more time at 
home, the outside patio with its braai has 
overtaken the kitchen as the heart of the 
home. The “inside-out” design approach 
that blurs the line between indoor and out 
has evolved, and our flooring has evolved 
with it: MiracleRugs can be used just as 
comfortably on your patio outside, as they 
can be in your living room.

These proudly South African rugs come 
in three sizes and 22 monochromatic 
designs with the perfect combination 
of high-performance qualities needed 
for inspired stylish living under South 
African skies.

www.belgotex.co.za/miraclerug

Berry Alloc, world-renowned 
manufacturer of premier quality 
laminate flooring, is once again 

available in SA through Traviata Flooring 
Systems.

Produced to the highest quality 
standards of the “European Producers of 
Laminate Flooring” (EPLF), the Cadenza 
range offers a sophisticated, highly 
fashionable flooring option with a four-
sided bevel to create an authentic wood 
plank effect. Available in eight patterns, 
Cadenza’s low gloss matt finish ensures a 
modern, chic appearance.

Strength to withstand rigours of real life
Utilising a High Density Fibre core, 

the Berry Alloc laminates have been 
extensively tested for strength, moisture 
resistance, discolouration, stability, 
scratch resistance and general wear and 
tear. As a result the laminates carry a 20 
year residential use guarantee and really 
do withstand the rigours of real life.

The innovative “DuoLoc” locking 
system offers two different fitting methods 
and for complete peace of mind, all Berry 
Alloc laminates carry PEFC (Program for 

the Endorsement of Forests Certification) 
certification guaranteeing that all raw 
materials are sourced from sustainably 
managed forests.

New “square edged” laminate ranges
At the same time Traviata Flooring 

Systems is also introducing two all new 
“square edged” laminate ranges from 
Turkish manufacturer Camsan. The 
“Silver” AC3 range offers affordable 
quality, while the “Klasik” AC4 range 
offers colours and patterns from nature 
that allow the design of unique living 
spaces.

Both ranges feature the ultra-high 
density core board from Camsan 
which results in lower swell rates than 
standard laminates. Camsan utilises the 

2G Valinge locking system, known to 
deliver superior short end joint strength 
and overall structural integrity. Camsan 
has the track record of being the first 
Turkish manufacturer of MDF and boasts 
a programme of responsible sourcing and 
production.

New innovative display stands
To support the launch of these new 

ranges, Traviata has introduced new look 
display stands. The innovative stands 
have a very small footprint and are ideal 
for distributor showrooms. The stands 
are available for all Traviata laminate and 
LVT ranges including Tru-Wood. 

www.traviata.co.za
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Discover South Africa’s own MiracleRug
by Belgotex

New laminate 
ranges from Traviata

by Traviata
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What delight to work with a 
favourite Interior Designer. 
When you’re given the 

freedom to create from a generous colour 
palette and a challenging design.

Our clients know that we can be 
depended upon to produce the results 
they desire.

Our hand-tufted rugs are created 
in 100% wool, the amazing fibre that 
is celebrated around the world for 
its exceptional features of resilience, 
insulation, easy maintenance and extreme 
durability. A renewable material that is 
natural, multi-climatic and safe. 

It might surprise one to know that it is the 
only approved material for floor covering 
in aircraft and other sensitive applications 
requiring  fire  retardant  properties.

Our bespoke design service offers 
creative and exciting solutions of the 
utmost excellence, to the most discerning 
and demanding Interior Designer, 
Decorator and Home Owner.

We apply our craft with the utmost 
care, attention to detail and strictest 
quality control.

Our company, Husky Design, was 
established in 1985 and is the oldest 
manufacturer of custom designed rugs 
and carpets in South Africa.

The Husky factory is located in 
Midrand, where all manufacturing 
processes are undertaken.

Our showroom is operated from 
Kramerville and shared with Karpet 
Kraft, our sister company, and can be 

found at no. 9 Appel Road, Kramerville, 
Sandton.

Contact details:
Showroom : 9 Appel Road, Kramerville, 
Sandton
Tel – 011 444 3370 / 011 262-2481
Email: sales@husky.co.za 

www.husky.co.za

FLOORING

Outdoor Living

dw

The Joy of Creation.
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Stylish decking, trendy outdoor 
furniture, lighting, plants and 
cushions are just some of the many 

options available to create the perfect 
patio and outdoor space.

Hours of relaxation and recuperation 
or get-togethers with family and friends, 
these are those precious moments when a 
family and friends can live their outdoor 
life to the full.

Outdoor furniture used to be defined 
by its stark, uninspired, pragmatic 
designs.  Think white plastic chairs or 
plain rattan tables that were guaranteed to 
do the job and were entirely lacking any 
creative flair.

Luckily times have changed.  One of 
the key design trends of recent years is the 
breaking down of boundaries between 
indoor and outdoor spaces.  With no clear 
distinction between the two, it is now 
increasingly common to find outdoor 
furniture that wouldn’t look out of place 
in the living area.

Sleek designs, an increasingly wide 
choice of materials and the recognition 
that outdoor spaces are as important 
as those on the inside of the home have 
transformed the outdoor furniture 
industry.

The key in this part of the world is to find 
materials that are able to tolerate extreme 

dw
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Patio & outdoor 
living

by Stienie Greyling

heat and humidity.  There is plenty to 
choice from out there, from good quality 
rattan, polyethylene, synthetic weaves and 
wicker to stone, treated woods and cast 
aluminium.

Add some cosy outdoor cushions in a 
variety of coordinating designs to create 
the ultimate warm weather space to relax 
or as a reading nook.  When it comes to 
fabrics on seats and cushions, look for 
materials that have specifically treated for 
heat and sunshine.

With so many styles of blinds and 
shades to choose from, finding the right 
one is not always a quick open-and-shut 
deal.  The main difference between blinds 
and shades is in the material.  Blinds are 
usually made from wood, metal, or a 
composite, so they have a harder look.  
Shades are fabric based, giving rooms a 
softer feel.

Designer awnings not only give shade, 
they offer new opportunities to enjoy life.  
They provide protection on warm days 
and make for a cosy ambience long after 
the sun has set.

A patterned area rug is a quick and easy 
way to give an outdoor space an updated 
look.  Stylish and practical indoor/
outdoor rugs made of fade and mildew 
resistant materials can add a big impact as 
well as requiring low maintenance.

One of the most overlooked aspects 
of many home gardens is the power and 
beauty or a water feature.  A small pond, 
fountain of flowing stream can bring 
many benefits to both humans, birds and 
garden creatures.  The sound of flowing 
water and the sight of a moving stream 

cascading gently over rocks is something 
that draws human beings and birds to the 
garden.

Lastly, don’t forget the patio and 
outdoor lighting.  A homeowner can have 
the most beautiful furniture in the world, 
but if the outdoor space is not properly 
lit, it will never do it justice.  Introduce 
carefully placed spotlights as well as wall-
mounted and free standing options.

Also, experiment with pretty hurricane 
lanterns and fairy lights strung up in trees.



42    Issue 261 • dw   43        dw • Issue 261

Luminos Blinds, South Africa’s most 
innovative Window Blinds Manufacturer.  

Summary:
SKYSCREEN ALU 3% - THE WORLDS 
MOST TECHNICALLY ADVANCED 
FABRIC
• One of the world’s most technically 

advanced fabrics. 
• For the first time, silver reflective 

vacuum backed fabric is available in 
290cm width. 

• Manufactured by JM Technical 
Textiles in Germany.

• Available in eight versatile colours.
• This incredible fabric delivers 

unbelievable properties to ensure 
that window blinds form part of an 
architect or designer's arsenal to 
bring buildings into the green age.

• PVC free manufacture with zero lead 
or similar harmful products.  It also 
ensures that 

• re-cycling or up-cycling is easily 
initiated.

• With just a 3% openness factor glare 
is no longer a challenge.

• This outstanding view-through 
fabric perfectly ensures that the 
occupants of a building feel the 
uplifting emotions of being outside.

• At night there is sufficient privacy to 
make the occupants feel comfortable 
and not overly exposed.

• By vacuum coating the fabric the 
fabric retains its crisp vibrant colours

• Being only 270grams per square 
metre allows for very long drops as 
well as ultra-wide blinds. Perfect for 
small recesses.

• This fabric achieves an incredible 
85% heat reflection on some of the 
colours…. Till now an unheard-of 
feature.

• Very little heat dissipates through 
the fabric, one of the lowest thermal 
emissivity products.

• This fabric is guaranteed for five 
years.

Information supplied by the Marketing 
department.

www.luminosblinds.co.za

OUTDOOR 
LIVING

Newly launched in South Africa, 
this remarkable fabric is produced 
by Junkers & Müllers Technical 

Textiles in Germany. Both lightweight 
and aesthetically pleasing, this fabric has 
so many exquisite technical properties 
that architects and interior designers 
are specifying it for residential as well as 
commercial applications. With unique and 
superior heat reflective properties, overall 
energy costs are reduced. Fire retardant 
and capable of ensuring that there is 
sufficient privacy, the fabric still provides 
the user with a beautiful view through 
the window. Exclusively distributed by 
Luminos Blinds, this product is available 
in eight neutral colours ex stock. 

Skyscreen Alu 3% conforms to the SCS 
Global Services Indoor Advantage Gold 
standard that can contribute to credits in 

sustainable building certifications such as 
LEED, DGNB and BREEAM. All Junkers 
& Müllers fabrics are manufactured 
without the addition of substances 
that might be a health hazard such as 
formaldehyde, CFC, solvents, lead/
cadmium/quicksilver compounds. All 
products are PVC-free.

Junkers & Müllers Technical Textiles: An 
effective interplay of technical innovation 
and technological implementation

Junkers & Müllers Technical Textiles 
is a world-leading producer of window 
blind textiles that conform and, in many 
instances, exceed specifier’s needs.  Based 
in Monchengladbach, Germany these 
textiles are more than just consumables. 
They are a statement of functionality, 
aesthetics, quality and sustainability. 

About Luminos Blinds
With over 26 years of experience, 

Luminos Blinds – situated in Kwazulu-
Natal – has a long history of perfecting 
window blinds and shutters. Up-to-
date technology is used in all areas of 
production, from sourcing materials, 
motorisation systems and components 
to finishing them to your individual 
specifications. We offer architects, 
interior consultants and Green Building 
professionals products that have technical 
qualities to control light, heat, sound and 
hygiene. As members of the Green Building 
Council of South Africa, we are fully aware 
of the needs of society to ensure that our 
environment is preserved and saved from 
harmful products. Luminos maintains an 
exclusive trade relationship with Junkers & 
Müllers GmbH.

Skyscreen Alu 3%: The World’s Most Technologically Advanced 
Window Blinds Fabric.

The only fabric that reflects up to 85% of heat outside the room.

dw
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integrated greening: everything 
professionals need to have a satisfyingly 
unique work experience in downtown 
Montreal.

More than 400 bookings and 10,000 
visitors in three months of activity 

Located in the heart of Montreal’s most 
important business district, Station d’été 
proved to be very popular among workers 
of the area.
• More than 400 bookings over the 

summer of 2022;
• Nearly 10,000 visitors; 
• Occupancy rate of more than 65%. 

A network of 40 connected workspaces 
in Montreal 

Station d’été is part of the Îlots d’été 
network, a creation of Aire Commune. The 
organisation became involved in green-
desking in 2017, and has since activated a 
network of 40 outdoor workspaces. It was 
immediately a huge success, attracting 
nearly 30,000 users the first year. As such, 
the network doubled in size this year, and 

is now the largest outdoor workspace 
network in North America.

Thanks to our partners!
The Îlots d’été network is made possible 

by the financial support of Tourisme 
Montréal’s Fonds de maintien des actifs 
stratégiques en tourisme, with financial 
contributions from the Government of 
Canada and the Government of Quebec. 

The project also received financial 
support from the City of Montreal’s 
Service du développement économique, 
the Ville-Marie borough, Fizz, PVM, and 
Desjardins Group.

Technical sheet:
• Location: 1 Place Ville-Marie, 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada
• Developer: Aire commune 
• Surface area: 800 square feet
• Manufacturer: JackWorld Inc
• Interior design: Élyse Bibeau
• Exterior design: Anick Juneau 
• Photographer: Raphaël Thibodeau

www.airecommune.com

OUTDOOR 
LIVING

In June, Aire Commune launched 
Station d’été, an outdoor workspace on 
Place Ville Marie’s Esplanade PVM. 

Free, and open to all, the station features 
two bright meeting rooms installed in 
glass containers, with an exterior work 
patio.

Using bold design to attract workers 
downtown

The pandemic hurt the business districts 
of every major city in the world, and 
Montreal was no exception. This initiative 
is a way to revitalise the downtown area 
and to invite workers to make the spaces 

their own, in keeping with the vision of 
Nouveau Centre, Ivanhoé Cambridge’s 
experiential destination. Groups of eight 
fit in these streamlined spaces, which are 
ideal for meeting with colleagues while 
rediscovering the heart of the city. Wi-
Fi, power outlets, TV, air conditioning, 

Aire Commune 
Takes Over 
Downtown 

Montreal with Two 
Outdoor Meeting 

Rooms on the 
Esplanade PVM

Montreal, Canada
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Once again, this season sees 
Ethimo celebrating the special 
relationship between design of its 

furnishings and nature with suggestions 
of an ever-new, appealing winter outdoor 
experience.

The outdoor world of Ethimo is made 
up not just of furnishings and accessories 
conceived for enjoying the warmest 
seasons of the year, it also offers solutions 
designed to enhance the look and cosiness 
of the most exclusive and refined outdoor 
areas in the mountains—both residential 
and collective—such as chalets, terraces, 
patios, winter gardens, porticoes and 
loggias, relaxation zones and centres with 
spas, ideas that create fabulous welcoming 
winter ‘wonderlands’.

After Allaperto Mountain, the first 
line specifically for outdoor areas in the 
mountains, and the result of collaboration 
with Studio Thun, Ethimo reworks 
the fabrics, weaves and accessories of 
some of the elements in its most iconic 
collections, such as the Rafael lounge 
solutions by Paola Navone, Grand Life 
sun loungers by Christophe Pillet, Kilt 
little armchairs by Marcello Ziliani and 
the bergère-style Knit armchair designed 
by Patrick Norguet, turning them into 
extraordinarily comfortable furnishings 
for enjoying outdoor living even in the 
coldest months. 

dw

OUTDOOR 
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Warmth and emotion out of doors

The common denominator of the 
various articles is selected, FSC-certified 
teak, which, together with the excellent 
characteristics, softness and resistance of 
the various fabrics and upholstery, and 
original weaves, expresses that note of 
warmth that is essential for furnishings 
used in Alpine settings. 

Thanks to the wintery mood of these 
articles, Ethimo brings alive emotionally 
engaging sets that become a privileged 
viewpoint for admiring the beautiful 
surrounding scenery, contemplating the 
atmosphere and enjoying that sensation 
of stillness, rest and relaxed conviviality 
suggested by unspoilt nature.

www.ethimo.com/en
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On The Ceiling

Let’s Take it Outside 
with  

Infinity Surfaces

Infinity Surfaces is a brand that offers 
excellence and innovation – this is 
seen in the brand’s versatility, offering 

designers, architects, and homeowners 
alike full creative reign when dreaming up 
their outdoor entertainment areas. With 
summer in full swing, Infinity Surfaces 
offers a captivating embodiment of nature 
and design with its varied colour palette.

Entertain in style
Infinity Surfaces is ready to elevate 

your summer plans – allowing you to 

entertain in style. Whether it’s a braai or 
pool party, we’ve got you covered! You’ll 
have everyone in awe of your gorgeous 
countertops, seamless exteriors, and 
timeless flooring. The thinness of our 
slabs also gives you an amazing sense of 

freedom – so you can even use our slabs 
as integrated kitchen sinks, cupboard 
doors, and backsplashes.

Durable luxe
Due to its UV and weather resistance, 

Infinity Surfaces offers you luxe design 
options. The large-scale slabs also allow 
for minimum joining lines – so you can 
fully clad the exterior of your home with 
a gorgeous, uniform look. This way your 
design is effortless, and the retail value of 
your property is sure to increase!

Using large slabs such as Infinity 
Surfaces is the perfect way to bring in a 
contemporary and fresh feeling to the 
outdoor space. It’s also a good way to keep 
the look and feel timeless so you don’t 
have to renovate often. Paying attention 
to the SA’s design industry’s wish list – we 
have made sure that what we have to offer 
will suit any design aesthetic whether it’s 
light and airy, dark and moody, or neutral 
and timeless.

Global standards
Infinity Surfaces ensure that our slabs 

meet the highest global standards, so that 
you can enjoy and expect the following 
qualities: resistance to surface scratching 
and extreme temperatures, easy to clean, 
as well as high resistance to breakage. That 
way, all you need to worry about when 
entertaining outdoors is which trendy 
cocktail creation you’d love to serve with 
your tasty sundowner snacks.

Infinity Surfaces will bring beauty, 
strength, and durability to your outdoor 
kitchen or contemporary backyard. Start 
designing your next outdoor space with 
Infinity Surfaces. Visit infinitysurfaces.
co.za for more information.

www.infinitysurfaces.co.za

CE01 Concrete Light

SE03 Milan Stone

ME03 Metal Corten

dw
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A versatile material, plaster could be 
applied over a brick, stone, half-timber 
or frame construction.  It provides a 
durable surface that is easy to clean and 
that can be applied to flat or curved walls 
and ceilings. Plaster can be treated in any 
number of ways: stencilling, decorative 
painting or with wall and ceiling paper.

As a bridge between indoors and 
outdoors, floor-to-ceiling windows 

introduce light, views and a contemporary 
touch to homes and commercial buildings 
of all sizes.

While being inherently modern, floor-
to-ceiling windows can also solve practical 
problems such as allowing residents to 
enjoy the outside from the comfort of their 
homes during harsh summers and winters.

Ceiling tiles, also known as ceiling 
panels, are lightweight products which are 

ON THE  
CEILING

Ceilings help create enclosure of 
and separation between spaces, 
they help to control the diffusion 

of light and sound around a room 
and help prevent the passage of sound 
between rooms. 

The design and profile of the ceiling is 
one of the most important elements of 
home décor and can effortlessly change 
the look and feel of any space.

The perfect ceiling design varies for 
each room, each home and depends 
on the available space.  Also consider 
surrounding walls and the overall theme 
of the house, fortunately there are infinite 
patterns and colours to choose from.  
From tray ceiling to beam ceiling, cove 
ceiling to the highly popular drop ceiling,  
these give a room that exclusive and 
exceptional feel.

Ceiling treatments can be a fantastic 
way to reinvigorate a room and serve as 
a focal point and in bringing together the 
room décor.  Ceilings with mirrors, polka 
dot decals and tin tiles can steal the show.  

Scenic wallpapers are on the comeback.  
Even a little bit of wallpaper on the ceiling 
can have a dramatic effect.  The master 
bedroom and living room are a great 
choice for ceiling wallpaper.

Ceilings have fire resistant properties 
and may also accommodate building 
services such as vents, lighting, sprinkler 
heads, as well as conceal other services 
such as ducts, pipes and wiring.

Acoustic ceilings tend to be made from 
fibrous materials that absorb sound energy, 
unlike plaster and gypsum ceilings.  They 
do not necessarily reduce the transmission 
of sound between spaces, rather they 
reduce the amount that reflects back into 
the space and so can be used to tailor the 
acoustic character of a space.

With many in the building and design 
industries similarly finding themselves at 
home during the unpredicted economic 
climate, professionals are now looking at the 
ceilings and walls of homes and commercial 
properties with new eyes. This is the 
moment to consider the materials around 
us and ask: how can we design and decorate 
the ceilings of our properties in a better, 
more eye catching and colourful way?

On the ceiling
by Stienie Greyling
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In South Africa, no festive season is 
truly whole until you have completed 
the home renovations you have been 

putting off since January, in order to 
showcase your home to visiting friends 
and family. 

When renovating your home, one 
area that is often overlooked is the 
ceiling. Your ceiling, notes Carol-
Anne Grimshaw, Residential Sector 
and Market Intelligence Manager for 
Saint-Gobain Africa, has the potential 
to change the look, feel and energy of a 
room and should be treated as the fifth 
wall in a room.

“By repositioning how we look at 
ceilings, it easily becomes another 
dimension for creative expression 

and a canvas on which to design," says 
Grimshaw. “Gone are the days that we 
should take it for granted that every room 
comes with a ceiling and see it rather as 
an additional space to play with.”

Recently the ceiling has become much 
more of an essential in the designing of 
spaces. 

More and more we are seeing deliberate 
choices to explore bold ceiling design 
solutions, be that with colours, more 
refined suspended ceilings, different 
surfaces and materials for specific room 
types. For example, Grimshaw says “You 
can really influence the fit and feel of 
your home when you use the ceiling 
plane as a design element”.

commonly used in demountable systems, 
and are relatively economical and simple 
to install. Ceiling tiles are mostly made 
from mineral fibre, but other materials are 
available such as fibreglass, metal, timber 
and plastic.

Tin-plate or steel, metal ceilings remain 
popular because they are inexpensive and 
highly decorative.  Aluminium suspended 
ceilings have characteristics that allow 
them to reflect light.  This make them 
suitable for larger spaces that require 
higher lights levels, such as medical 
facilities or industrial buildings, or small 
rooms that benefit from appearing more 
spacious such as compact apartments.

Whether big or bold or understated, crown 
moulding enhances the transition from wall 
to ceiling.  Crown moulding dates back to 
ancient Greeks and Romans.  Its decorative 
and functional trim is usually found where 
the top of the wall meets the ceiling.

Lighting is powerful and the right ceiling 
lighting can lift a person’s spirit and make 
one more relaxed and productive.  In the 
living room, for example, one might begin 
by hanging a decorative ceiling fixture 
near the centre of the room.  One place 
where bright light is more important than 
ambience is the kitchen.   Flood the space 
by installing recessed lights along the 

edges of the ceiling.  Consider hanging 
pendants from the ceiling over a kitchen 
island which will light the space without 
taking up room needed to eat or prepare 
food.

For a dark bedroom combine a central 
chandelier with discrete uplighters in 
corners of the bedroom. dw

ON THE  
CEILING

Festive Season 
Home Renovation - 

The 5th Wall in  
your home!
by Saint Gobain
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ON THE  
CEILING

On the Terrace
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“A beautiful ceiling is more than just 
what meets the eye,” explains Grimshaw. 
“A ceiling can be much more than just 
a striking standout piece - it’s at its best 
when it also has a functional component. 
An important part of interior design is 
creating a healthy environment. The 
ceiling, because of its size, is a great 
means to focus on achieving optimal 
lighting, acoustics, and creating an 
overall indoor climate where people are 
going to be as comfortable being in the 
room as they are looking at it.”

A functional and beautiful ceiling 
design can be like any stunning work 
of art.

Some of the top ceiling trends for 2023 
include adding colour to ceilings, from 
creative colours to dusty tones; wood 
panels that halo the room creating the 
appearance of a larger space; finishing 
ceilings with various materials such as 
wooden and concrete patterns, textured 
paints and creative wallpapers; and 
finally, performance ceilings that are able 
to support the wellbeing of the home 
through enhanced insulation, lighting 
and sound. 

“Saint-Gobain believes in making the 
world a better home though building 
better as leaders in light and sustainable 
building systems,” says Grimshaw. 
“Aerolite® ceiling insulation is a well-
known solution for ceilings in the home, 
through improved acoustics and thermal 
insulation to maximise comfort in the 
home without increasing your electricity 
bill!”

Saint-Gobain solutions further include 
their easy to install Gyproc® ceiling 
systems, that are able to be adapted to 
specific needs. 

In summary, as you embark on your 
festive home renovation projects – 
remember to notice the importance of 
the fifth wall in your home as the ceiling 
to complete how your home is designed 
and how your home supports your 
wellbeing. 

www.saint-gobain.com
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ON THE 
TERRACE

A midst the pandemic, the Bangkok 
Metropolitan Administration 
opened its remarkable public 

space, the Chao Phraya Sky Park (CPSP). 
Left abandoned for almost 40 years, the 
halted infrastructure project has now 
been given a second life as the newest 
Bangkok landmark, and the nation's first 
pedestrian bridge park spanning a river.

Situated in Bangkok's most significant 
historical area, the 360-degree view 
connects the city‘s historic town and 
modern skyline with a single glance. 
From vacant to vibrant, CPSP exhibits 
possibilities for public green space 
in a dense urban fabric by redefining 
neglected infrastructure and connecting 
the health of citizens with the health of 
their city. By merging two juxtaposed 
sides of Bangkok with parks on both 
ends, CPSP demonstrates the importance 
of much-need public green space and 
walkable areas, developed through low 
carbon-emission construction from 
adaptive reuse, thus contributing to the 
physical and mental health of citizens. 
By using empty spaces, CPSP has shone 
a light on countless future possibilities for 
creating places through increases in urban 
adaptability and the reuse of abandoned 
city spaces that should not be left behind.

Finishing the unfinished dream
In 1984, Bangkokians anticipated a 

hopeful milestone: being the first nation to 
establish a sky train in Southeast Asia. The 
proposed Lavalin Skytrain would carry 

commuters from both sides of Bangkok 
through heritage districts and across the 
city's main artery, the Chao Phraya River. 
The railway would share its load with two 
existing roadways of the Phrapokklao 
Bridge in a gap 8.5 metres wide and 280 
metres long. Shortly after the completion 
of its structure, political wrangling put 
the project on hold, and a Government 
decision eventually confirmed that the 
sky train would not be coming.

The 40-year failed mega infrastructure 
stood abandoned as the city's unfinished 
dream, a symbol of lost and uncompen-
sated opportunity. As Bangkok emerged 
as a bustling metropolis, the freestanding 
Lavalin Skytrain infrastructure was left 
forgotten against the dense city landscape. 
Due to its incompleteness and inaccessi-
bility, Bangkokians named the abandoned 
infrastructure "Saphan Duan", or "ampu-
tated bridge."

In 2015, the Bangkok250 project, led 
by the Department of City Planning 
and Urban Development, Bangkok 
Metropolitan Administration (BMA), 
Chula Unisearch, and the Urban Design 
Development Center, Chulalongkorn 

University, was established to revitalise 
central districts of Bangkok. Several 
public meetings were held in order to 
involve citizens in the decision-making 
process. At one meeting, a community 
leader asked, "Why not put this useless 
bridge to good use, so our children can 
walk across the river to school?".

With their voices heard, community 
members demanded the right to cross 
the river on foot. Since vacant areas along 
the riverfront in central Bangkok were 
occupied, either by informal settlements 
or luxurious hotels, why not create a new 
public green space over the river? Why 
not also complete the incomplete dream 
of the Lavalin Skytrain to connect people? 
After being long forgotten, the amputated 
bridge was finally given a second chance 
and new life as the Chao Phraya Sky Park 
(CPSP).

Bridging the past to the present
Left abandoned in the heart of the 

city's most significant historical area, the 
amputated structure is next to one of the 
nation's most important monuments, the 
Memorial Bridge (Saphan Phut), which 

was the first vehicle bridge across the 
Chao Phraya River, and a tribute to King 
Rama I, the founder of Bangkok.

Inspired by elements of the Memorial 
Bridge, the team of landscape architects 
and architects decided that the new 
structure should not compete with its 
predecessor, but rather should respect it. 
Emulating the curves of the Memorial 
Bridge in a contemporary manner, the 
CPSP humbly weaves into the slopes of its 
precedent counterpart to adorn the city's 
skyline in unison.

For almost a century, the Memorial 
Bridge has been one of the few spots in 
the city where Bangkokians and tourists—
previously standing on a tiny passage 
next to busy traffic—could take in the 
panoramic scenery of Bangkok and the 
Chao Phraya River. The Memorial Bridge 
was thus included within the frame as 
part of the bigger picture. From the 
CPSP, pedestrians can enjoy views with 
the Memorial Bridge in the foreground, 
overlooking Bangkok's postcard 
destinations like the Temple of Dawn 
(Wat Arun), the Temple of the Reclining 
Buddha (Wat Pho), and the Wichai Prasit 
Fort. With a 360-degree panoramic view 
of Bangkok over the River of the Kings, 
the Sky Park provides all Bangkokians 
with a unique viewpoint from which to 
observe both the city's past and present.

Widening spaces, while lengthening 
experiences

By merging two existing community 
parks across the river, CPSP becomes 
part of the park's connectivity on both 

ends. Squeezed between two sides of 
heavy traffic with just 8.5 metres of width, 
the designers split the linear park into 
two interweaving pathways in order to 
maximise space. The two divided weaving 
pathways increase space perception, while 
separated spatial linear forms offer various 
speeds and activities such as walking, 
running, biking, or strolling across the 
bridge park. Additionally, the CPSP 
provides a safe and beautiful strolling 
experience for pedestrians by elevating 
all park structures above the roadways on 
each side, which also reduces noise and 
pollution.

Traversing the shortest section of the 
river, the bridge's length of 280 metres 
appears straightforward in the visual 
distance. However, the design team 
aims to create a sense of exploration for 
pedestrians by hiding visual endpoints on 
both sides. For that reason, outlook steps 
on both ends rise as part of intertwining 
walkways that extend the user experience.

At the Sky Park's midpoint, where 
the two divided pathways combine, part 
of the path weaves its way up to form a 
curved hilltop walkway. Small cascading 
steps carve out sitting areas for a linear 
performance stage created for special 
events.

The Sky Park's design also opens up 
new and unique vistas for admiring 
sunrises and sunsets over the river, 
juxtaposing Bangkok's historic district 
and modern skyline on either side. In 
addition, the crisscross design of the 
varying elevations of pathways ensures 
linear space visibility, promoting a safe 

environment where visitors can see and 
be seen. Just as importantly, inclusivity 
has been prioritised, with lifts, rails, 
wheelchair ramps, and other universal 
design elements embedded throughout 
the park to enable access to all users.

Design with Limitation
Building an entire park on an 

abandoned, 40-year-old inaccessible 
Sky rail infrastructure is no easy feat. As 
part of their on-site investigation, the 
architectural team needed to estimate all 
dimensions and to experience then as 
if they were walking on the amputated 
structure. Furthermore, with weight 
limitations, the soil depth and the 
additional existing structure were critical 
considerations during the design process.

Between the right of way of 8.5 metres, 
the design elements and construction 
process could not disrupt or obstruct the 
parallel traffic on either side. With space 
and time constraints, the designers built 
all bridge park structures with a modular 
system of precast GRC blocks, saving both 
construction time and costs. These GRC 
blocks were assembled into various units, 
forming walls of diverse topography, 
planters, railing, and seating to frame the 
whole walking and driving experience 
inside out and outside in.

The wind force is a crucial factor for 
both the hardscapes and softscapes. The 
planting design consists of various low-
maintenance plants—requiring less soil 
and having high resistance to wind and 
sun—with branches and forms that don't 
spread widely and obstruct both roadways 

Chao Phraya 
Sky Park

Wat Bowon Niwet, 
Thailand

Left abandoned for 40 years; the Skytrain structure was 
labeled an “amputated bridge” for its inaccessibility.
Photo credit: Unknown

From Vacant to Vibrant.
Situated in Bangkok's most significant historical area, 
the 360-degree view of the Chao Phraya Sky Park bridg-
es the city's past and present through the juxtaposition of 
the city’s old town and the modern skyline at one glance.
Photo credit: LANDPROCESS / Panoramic Studio

Bridging Bangkok’s past and present at a glance.
Merging juxtaposed sides of Bangkok two existing parks, the CPSP creates 
the first pedestrian bridge across the river for the nation, enabling dwellers 
to traverse on foot. Once inaccessible, the wasted infrastructure now links 
Bangkok’s significant cultural and historical landmarks.
Photo credit: LANDPROCESS

Connecting people with various moods of speeds and activities.
The project is a big step forward in collaboration and reimagination, solving 
the city's most pressing issues in a low-carbon context, increasing green space 
and walkability, reducing emissions and pollution, enhancing public health 
and developing a climate  resilience city.
Photo credit: LANDPROCESS / Panoramic Studio
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and driving viewpoints. These trees and 
diverse layers of plants will change colour 
throughout the seasons, providing vibrant, 
revolving palettes to the city. By bridging 
not just people, but also wildlife, these 
native species promote urban biodiversity 
by providing a microclimate and green 
corridor for pollinators and insects.

From Vacant to Vibrant
In 2020, Chao Phraya Sky Park was 

realised during the first pandemic 
lockdown in Bangkok.

Once an inaccessible and incomplete 
sky railway, the old ruins are now whole, 
becoming the first recognised bridge 
park to cross a river in any capital city. 
The project symbolises a call to action 
that must be further addressed in terms 
of public health and public green spaces, 
climate crises, and the urgency of building 
resilient cities.

Despite all adversity in making CPSP 
possible, the project is a big step forward 
in collaboration with all stakeholders, 
all professionals at par, urban designers, 
landscape architects, architects, and 
engineers. Solving the city's most pressing 
issues in a low-carbon context, CPSP 
offers a solution of reducing carbon 
emissions in the construction process 
with adaptive reuse. The bridge park also 
increases green space and walkability, 
thus enhancing public health and climate 
resilience.

By completing an unfinished dream, the 
CPSP is an example of how we can adapt 
and healthily coexist with one another 
and our environment. With respect to 

limited resources, there are emerging 
possibilities for reinventing our world in 
order to better adapt to climate change, 
pandemics, and other uncertainties that 
lie ahead. By repurposing the useless, 
and rethinking the conventional, we can 
create better cities with what we have, 
including abandoned infrastructure that 
should not be left behind.

Technical sheet
• Completion Date: 10 June 2020
• Project Type: Public Park Across 

The River
• Project Area: 3,800 m2
• Project Owner: Bangkok Metro-

politan Administration (BMA)
• Project Leader: City Planning and 

Urban Development Department 

(BMA) Chula Unisearch, Chula-
longkorn University

• Urban Designer: Urban Design 
Development Center (UDDC), 
Chulalongkorn University

• Landscape Architect: Kotchakorn 
Voraakhom

• Architect: Chakdao Navacharoen
• Civil Engineer: Pisitsak 

Serklin, Sukkawich Thepchana 

• Structural Engineer: Thummanuun 
Susumphao, Ph.D.

• Project Contractor: SGR Enterprise 
Company Limited

• Community Participation: Cultural 
Tourism Community Kadi Chin- 
Klong San

• Trees: Ma Kok Nam, Ebony, Purple 
Bauhinia, Flamboyant, Barbados 
Pride, Blue Olive Berry 

• Shrub – Ground Cover: Kyasuwa 
grass, Waterkanon, Cat's Whiskers, 
Red Amaranth, Will Cockscomb, 
Horsetails, Gomphrena weed, 
Crown flower, Foetid cassia, Sessile 
joy weed, Roundleaf bindweed, 
Indian sorrel, Wild Betel, Leafbush, 
Brazilian Tea, American weed, 
Indian Head Ginger, White Shrimp 
Plant, Sesbania, Red ginger, Sweet 
Basil, Holy Basil, Piper beetle, Kariya, 
sunn hemp, False Daisy, Siam weed, 
Fountain Grass, Galphimia, Wild 
tea, Climbing Wedelia, Screw pine

www.landprocess.co.th
dw
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At the Chao Phraya Sky Park’s hill 
curve midpoint. The two divided 

pathways merged at Sky Park’s 
midpoint, where the topography is 

raised as a hilltop curve, formed by 
small cascading steps that carve out 

a sitting area and a performance 
stage for special occasions.

Photo credit: LANDPROCESS

Bridging not just people but also wildlife.
CPSP shows the importance of walkability, creating low car-

bon-emission construction from adaptive reuse while restoring its 
citizens' physical and mental health with greenery. These natural 

gradients promote urban biodiversity, providing a microclimate and 
green corridor for pollinators and insects.

Photo credit: LANDPROCESS

The steadily growing appeal of 3, 
our contemporary line of outdoor 
furniture, has led to the inevita-

ble addition of new ‘threes’.
nan, palindrome byname and design 

has a new and almost square addition to its 
longer namesake - sporting a 60s revival 
softly curved surface. It is purposefully 
made for the restaurant market, the 
versatile form with two straight ends 
allows the tables to join together when the 
party grows.

Initiating a string of folding canvas 
products to pack up and go is the origami 
chair - destined to re-set the camping 
bar from Cape Point to the Okavango, 
providing truly ergonomic seating for the 
nomads of our era .The origami chair is 
is our take and remake of a once popular 
mid century design of Japanese origin 
with strong Scandinavian overtones that, 
quite possibly, everyone’s architect from 
the 60s will remember.

At home outside in the veld or 
courtyard, yet sophisticated enough 
to fold and bring indoors to the living 
room - the origami chair is lightweight 
and extremely robust, truly a versatile 
and visually interesting chair, offering an 
extraordinary level of comfort.

It is available in three subdued 
colours (sand, grey and olive), of robust 
polycotton canvas, stitched by a local 
master saddle maker. There is a choice 
of oiled ash or natural jarrah cylindrical 
wooden arms. 

3 is a body of original work from the hope 
forge, a collection of functional furniture 
for contemporary living that utilises and 
sustains traditional artisanal skills.

It is a dedication to the magic and 
mathematics of the proportions of 3 
using  the imperial measuring system - all 
products strive to embody the Alvar Aalto 
credo  ‘beauty is the harmony of purpose 
and form’

3 is hope, for the future.

www.hopegf.com

dw

hope comes in 3s



60    Issue 261 • dw   61        dw • Issue 261

Mushrooms & Chinese Lanterns
We drew inspiration from the structure 

of traditional Chinese lanterns for the 
shape of the pavilions. After thorough 
study, we borrowed the frame of traditional 
bamboo lanterns and applied the five 
traditional Chinese colours of turquoise, 
soft yellow, violet red, mandarin red, and 
jet black in the design. The designers 
intended the rounded pavilions to evoke 
our beloved traditional Chinese lanterns 
and to possess the wonderful appeal of 
lovely creatures in nature by resembling 
wild mushrooms from a certain angle.

The pavilion domes are wrapped by 
coloured, translucent and matte soft films. 
The designers wanted the material to have 
a paper-like texture and to allow light 
to penetrate; its waterproof nature also 
makes the pavilions a temporary shelter 
for rainy days. During the daytime, the 
light-transmitting material shades part 
of the sunlight, ensuring the comfort 
of the space underneath the pavilions. 
After  sunset, the lighted pavilions emit 
a mellow and colourful light, making it a 
prominent public space at night.

The pavilions provide a place for citizens 
to interact with light and nature, a hangout 
space for rest and meditative relaxation, as 
well as a natural venue for small events. On 
winter days with warm sunshine, people 
come to the beautiful pavilions to spend a 
peaceful and pleasant time.

Space for In-person Social Contact
As social media encroaches on our 

urban lives, virtual spaces and fragmented 
information are keeping us closed up in 
our rooms, while the things that connect 
us and bring us together are gradually 
fading into insignificance. Through the 
work, we hope to present a multifaceted 
understanding of how we perceive reality 
and nature, and encourage people to 

experience real life not just with their 
eyes, but with their bodies and minds.

We hope that people will briefly take 
their attention off digital devices and 
come to the pavilions to enjoy the subtle 
changes of light and shadow created 
by the pavilions and the surrounding 
trees, as well as to observe the lovely 
ambient environment and the children 
at play. Taking the relationship between 
humans and nature as an entry point, the 
installation provides a space for in-person 
social contact that seeks to examine, 
explore and empower our shared future.

Project Information
• Project name: Dream Glow Pavilion
• Design: Daxing Jizi Design
• Commissioned by: Glow Shenzhen 

2021 - Longgang
• Year: 2021
• Size: 270 m2
• Location: Shenzhen Universiade 

Centre
• Chief designer: ZENG Zhenwei
• Design Team: ZENG Zhenwei, XIE 

Muxi
• Structural designer: LIN Chaowei, 

FANG Feihu
• Illustration designer: SHU Yi
• Public furniture designer: E+UV 
• Construction Team: Shenzhen 

Mantangcai Engineering Co., Ltd.
• Photographers: ZHANG Chao, 

ZHANG Dalian, Daxing Jizi

With the curatorial theme 
of “Searching the Glow of 
Future”, Glow Shenzhen 

2021 seeks to integrate light art into 
urban life and release the vitality of urban 
public space. Daxing Jizi is invited to 
exhibit their architectural installation, 
“Dream Glow Pavilion”, at the Shenzhen 
Universiade Center, Glow Shenzhen’s 
Longgang section.

The Universiade Center is about 
990 metres wide from east to west and 

1050 metres long from north to south, 
covering an area of 520,000 sqm, serving 
as a major place for fitness and leisure 
for the surrounding residents. During 
our research, we found that there are 
few small-scale structures for the public 
to relax, so how to incorporate a small 
enjoyable space into the massive centre 
became our initial intention of the design.

We chose to place the installation in 
the central green area of the Universiade 
Center. Although the green area is not 

specifically designed for relaxation, 
citizens have taken it as a mini park. In 
good weather, they bring blankets to 
picnic on the grass, and children also 
love to play on the grass slope. We aim to 
serve the public well through the work, 
add some fun for the children playing 
in the vicinity, and create a secure place 
for people strolling at night. It can also 
provide space for small events such as 
workshops, lawn concerts and creative 
markets during the exhibition.

Absolute Openness
To better integrate the work into 

the public’s leisure life, we designed a 
360-degree open space in which a cluster 
of 12 coloured semicircular lights gently 
envelops the top. Through meticulous 
management to elevation difference, we 
connect the floor of the pavilions with 
the grassy area in an even way, so that 
the citizens having fun on the landscape 
zone can easily reach the interior of the 
pavilions.

The pavilion cluster forms a focus 
of attention in the central green area. 
After nightfall, it attracts people from 
all directions to rest here and enjoy the 
space, like a lighthouse.

The pavilions take on an open form 
with an accessible ramp on one side of the 
wide floor, allowing people with strollers 
to enter the space easily.

dw
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AWARDS

The Architizer A+Awards is 
the world’s largest and most 
democratic architectural 

awards programme, and celebrates the 
extraordinary work of designers in over 
82 countries worldwide. Now in its 11th 
season, the programme is doubling down 
on its original mission — to democratise 
great design, highlight the transformative 
power of architecture, and recognise the 
work of pioneering firms as they strive to 
improve the built environment for future 
generations. 

“These awards are an opportunity 
to share meaningful, change-making 
innovations so that we can continue to 
make even better projects for our planet 
and our community.”

-Michael Green, Founder and Principal, 
MGA | Michael Green Architecture

The design and construction industry 
accounts for almost 40% of carbon 
emissions worldwide, and the 11th 
A+Awards highlights the programme’s 
renewed commitment to sustainable 
design. Architects play a pivotal role 
in building a more resilient world, so 
Architizer has collaborated with leading 
sustainability experts to recognise the 
diverse efforts of practitioners working at 
the forefront of green design. Dedicated 

new awards will highlight projects that act 
as a positive precedent for green building 
practices in specific regions, as well as in 
the wider world.

11th Annual 
A+Awards For 
Architecture 

Spotlight 
Sustainable Design
New York, United States

STUDIOS 90 by Sanjay Puri Architects
Photo credit: Ricken Desai

CarmoCoffees by Gustavo Penna Arquiteto & Associados
Photo credit: Leonardo Finotti

The Chamber Church by BUZZ / Büro Ziyu Zhuang
Photo credit: Shengliang Su

Tony Fruit Office by TAA DESIGN
Photo credit: Huang Le

Ministry of Taxes by 
FXCollaborative
Photo credit: 
Courtesy of Tefken 
Construction
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AWARDS

“We want to create a dialogue about 
where architecture is heading. We 
constantly ask ourselves ‘Is what we're 
doing in this lifetime part of the solution or 
part of the problem?’” 

-Michel Rojkind, Founder, Rojkind 
Arquitectos

The 11th A+Awards maintains its 
commitment to the democratic judging 
process, highlighting design’s impact on 
people’s everyday lives with an online 
vote by the public in each category. In 
collaboration with its official partners, 
v2com newswire, AIA New York, Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada, and 
Aesthetica, the 10th Annual A+Awards 
received over 400,000 public votes on 
5,000+ entries from over 100 countries 
worldwide.

Returning this year are the Firm 
Awards, which celebrate studios’ 
complete body of work across different 
firm sizes and specialisations, including 
emerging architect and interior design 
studio awards. This season also sees 
the addition of categories honouring 
forward-looking and aspirational design 
projects, including those incorporating 
new materials and experimental 
technologies and spaces in the Metaverse.  

Hitra Office & Commercial Building by HOOBA Design Group
Photo credit: Deed Studio

Restaurant of Metasequoia Grove by GOA (Group of Architects)
Photo credit: Zhao Yilong

Qaammat Pavilion by Konstantin Arkitekter
Photo credit: Julien Lanoo

Khat by Studio Toggle
Photo credit: courtesy of Studio Toggle
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AWARDS

Norfolk by KOICHI TAKADA ARCHITECTS
Photo credit: Scott Burrows

Kastelaz Hof by Peter Pichler Architecture
Photo credit: Gustav Willeit

Ice Cubes by Zone of Utopia + Mathieu Forest Architecte
Photo credit: ArchExist

Winter Park Library & Events Cen-
ter by Adjaye Associates

Photo credit: courtesy of Adjaye 
Associates
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AWARDS

“In every typology, there are opportunities 
to create spaces that foster interaction and 
bring communities together. We need 
to create such spaces in all typologies of 
buildings.”

-Sanjay Puri, Principal, Sanjay Puri 
Architects

The 11th A+Awards are judged by 
Architizer’s 250+ jury academy, featuring 
prestigious members of the architecture 
and design community, as well as 
luminaries from the art, technology, 
fashion, media, business, and real estate 
industries. 

Notable current and past jurors include:
• Wandile Mthiyane (Ubuntu Design 

Group)
• Suchi Reddy (Reddymade) 
• Thomas Robinson (LEVER 

Architecture)
• Sara Kolata (Disrupt Symposium)
• Oana Stanescu (Oana Stanescu 

Studio)
• Lesley Lokko (African Futures 

Institute)
• Tao Liu + Chenyan Kai (Atelier Tao+c)

Depot Boijmans van Beuningen by MVRDV
Photo credit: Ossip van Duivenbode

Little Island by Heatherwick Studio
Photo credit: Timothy Schenck

550 Madison Lobby by Gensler
Photo credit: James Ewing

Timber Bridge in Gulou Waterfront by LUO studio
Photo credit: Jin Weiqi

Quzhou Stadium by MAD Architects
Photo credit: Aogvision
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The 11th Annual A+Awards also sees 
the return of Architizer: The World's Best 
Architecture, an annual compendium 
of the world’s best spaces. The book, 
which has featured winners like Adjaye 
Associates, Studio Libeskind, MVRDV, 
Heatherwick Studio, Neri & Hu, and 
Kengo Kuma and Associates, is the year’s 
definitive architectural guide.

Key Dates
• Launch: October 17, 2022
• Entry Deadline: February 24, 2023
• Finalists Announced: May 2023
• Public Voting: May 2023
• Winners Announced: June 2023

About Architizer
Architizer’s core mission is to empower 

architects. Through its inspiring content, 
building-product marketplace, awards 
programme, and vast online reach, 
Architizer connects architects with the 
tools they need to build better buildings, 
better cities, and a better world.

www.enter.architizer.com
www.winners.architizer.com
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AWARDS

Jean Louis Étienne School by archi5
Photo credit: courtesy of archi5

BlackCliff House by Mcleod Bovell
Photo credit: Ema Peter

Learning, Sports Center in Masoro Village, Rwanda by General Architecture Collaborative
Photo credit: Katie Garner

Nil Dos House by Valenti Albareda Studio
Photo credit: José Hevia



Saskatoon New Central Library
Saskatoon, Canada
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Formline, Chevalier Morales, and Architecture49 announce the 
latest design developments for Saskatoon’s new central library. In 
its vision, public programme, architecture, and urban plan, the 
library is conceived as a key pillar in the reconciliation of Indigenous 
and Western ways of living and building. Saskatoon’s new central 
library will be Canada’s first major public building conceived for the 
Reconciliation Era – and beyond. The library will bridge spiritual and 
cultural ways of thinking, and experiment with hands-on, practical 
spaces for people, books, media, children’s theatre, community 
cooking, sharing, and learning.

With the highest ratio of Indigenous residents of any major Canadian 
city, and projections suggesting a majority Aboriginal and Métis 
population within 50 years, Saskatoon is the ideal location for such an 
ambitious library. With an Indigenous-led design team and renowned 
Canadian architects who specialise in contemporary library design, 
as well as extensive dialogue with Indigenous residents and the 
greater Saskatoon public, the library will provide a safe, welcoming 
environment for everyone. Indigenous Elders and communities 
will feel at home, as well as Saskatoon residents, Canadians, and 
international visitors.

Thoughtful urban and site design shape the 142,000 square foot 
library, which will play an important role in linking Saskatoon’s 
green spaces to Remai Modern Gallery, street shops, and foot traffic 
along Second Avenue. Unlike other Canadian cities, Saskatoon has a 
lower park-to-person ratio. City-wide, there are 4.4 hectares of green 
space for every 1,000 residents, compared to 10 in Halifax and 42 in 

Saskatoon New 
Central Library

Saskatoon, Canada

Adult collection stairs
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49

Children's theatre
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49

Exterior view - North end
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49
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Calgary. This observation drives decisions on public space, building 
form, and cladding. 45% of the site will be landscaped public space at 
both the north and south ends. An oval plan geometry will allow the 
building to taper at the south end and shift to the west, defining a key 
public space for live reading, hanging out, and meeting for ceremony.

The geometry and plan strategies will be enforced in building sections 
along the triple-glazed perimeter windows along Second Avenue, 
which will step back with angled surfaces, evoking the iconic form, 
lightness, and luminosity of teepees. The transparent and translucent 
skin of the building will take advantage of and diffuse the crisp 
natural light of the prairies. Inspired by the Saskatchewan landscape 
and local architecture traditions, the library will also evoke the Métis 
log cabin with exposed glulam beams and a cross-laminated timber 
strategy that not only provides structure, but also psychic warmth.

The mass timber structure of CLT and glulam beams and columns 
will rise from a concrete plinth on the ground floor. Bearing on this 
and radiating out from the plinth are innovative glulam slab bands, 
set along the radii of the oval plan. The glulam bands will redefine 
wood construction at a large public scale. Angled glulam columns 
will run along the public elevation on Second Avenue, where the 
leaves of lapped glass panels are located, providing air intake for 
natural ventilation.

The architecture team has created major contemporary libraries 
throughout Quebec and brings a deep well of knowledge to decisions 
on the layout and interiors of Saskatoon’s new central library. 
Clever public spaces will be arrayed throughout the building, from 
a children’s theatre, to a community kitchen and a bright learning 
and sharing circle. The library will also house book and media 
collections, multimedia labs, and cafés. Accessible entrances, 
luminous staircases, floor openings, and intimate circulation spaces 
will intertwine, allowing visitors to move freely, find books, and meet 
friends. Saskatoon’s new central library will showcase the best of 
library design and community-building for the Reconciliation Era 
and generations to come.

www.formline.ca
www.chevaliermorales.com
www.architecture49.com/en

dw

Study room
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49

Centre for local history
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49

Adult collection stairs
Photo credit: Formline | Chevalier Morales | Architecture49
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Wabi Sabi studio 
apartment in Casablanca 

The Japanese philosophy  
of accepting the imperfect
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Wabi refers to living with humility and simplicity, while being 
in harmony with nature. Sabi is defined as the ability to accept 
the lifecycle of anything as it is - flaws and all. This is Wabi 
Sabi, the Japanese philosophy of accepting the imperfect.  

It is in this package of authenticity and calmness that Caffe Latte, 
together with Tasnim Ashraf, reveals its unique personality. Located 
in the main business centre of North Africa, there is a small, but cosy 
studio, combining different rooms in one singular and sober space, 
whose rustic touch perfectly fits with the elegance and wealth of the 
pieces. 

"Nothing is permanent, nothing is finished, nothing is perfect"

At the entrance, we are impelled by the presence of Body Chair, an 
elegant and charming element designed by Masquespacio, which is, 
moreover, the main statement piece of the dark foyer. 

A few steps ahead, we come face to face with the bedroom, improvised 
for some, but perfect for those who don't want to waste time with 
decoration details. It's right there, more accessible than ever. In this 
adjoining space, stripped of any embellishment, there is Minelli Bed, 
all in neutral tones, with Cocoa and Sugar, from Caffe Latte, serving 
as nature-inspired bedside table and rug respectively. In addition, 
there is also a mid century vibe, brought by Amy Table Lamp and 
Etta Pendant. With regard to storage, the closet is a key background 
addition that will certainly add more dynamism and organisation to 
the space. 

Wabi Sabi studio 
apartment in 
Casablanca
The Japanese philosophy of  
accepting the imperfect
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The synonyms of comfort and well-being extend to the living room, 
which, like the entire apartment, align the minimalist style with 
the contemporary one, through the simplicity of the aesthetics 
and subtlety of the pieces, in which Cassia Modular Sofa, together 
with Caffe Latte's Ceylon Side Table form the launch pad for what's 
coming. The mid century spirit is still present, and is distinguished 
by the curves and relaxation offered by Zelda Single Sofa and Hudson 
Armchair, which find, in the centre, through Empire Coffee Table, the 
ideal place of peace and tranquility. As more secondary pieces, but 
still renowned, Dolmen Stool is the clear symbol of classical antiquity, 
bringing with it a historical inspiration, such as the retro statement 
Simone Floor Lamp, or Metamorphosis Sconce, clad in wood, while 
embedded in the granite wall. 

The principles that govern wabi sabi thinking are the same that guide 
Caffe Latte in its endless mission to enchant at every step, with every 
new achievement: what you choose defines how you want to live your 
life. And there is so much to choose from. 

CAFFE LATTE modern design's main consideration is to provide 
ergonomics and functionality to any room, with a modern minimalist 
approach. Complementing other design aesthetics with the use of a 
neutral colour palette, presenting sobriety to any interior decoration 
project, ultimately creating a consensual and transversal design, 
suitable for any taste.

"The perfect blend of minimalist and modern design"

www.caffelattehome.com
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Ryuichi Sasaki Architecture 
Brings Music to the Ears of 

Ikegami Residents
Tokyo, Japan

Photo credit: Maria Monteagudo, JGMA
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Ryuichi Sasaki Architecture, an award-winning, internationally 
acclaimed architectural design firm specialising in cultural 
experiences, is proud to unveil the Ideareve-Ikegami. Completed 
in 2021 in collaboration with Takayuki Yagi and Yagi Komuten, 
for the client Yasunori Kamata / K-M-T, the reinforced concrete 
structure was designed to accommodate a music hall, practice rooms, 
soundproofed residential rental units, and a penthouse.

At the foot of the Ikegami Honmonji Buddhist temple, renowned 
for its massive five-story pagoda erected in the early 17th century, 
the Ideareve-Ikegami is located in the south Tokyo town of Ikegami, 
a cultural hub comprised of smaller temples, cafes, stores, and 
residential zones. The mandate for Ryuichi Sasaki Architecture was 
to design a facility for the town where residents can gather, express 
their creativity, and study music in a variety of hybrid spaces. The 
firm embraced the mandate and responded in a stunning geometrical 
fashion.

“The Ikegami Honmonji temple is the most important spiritual site 
of the Nichiren Buddhist sect, with an illustrious history dating back 
to the 13th century,” explains Ryuichi Sasaki, CEO and Principal 
Architect. “The challenge for us was to design an experiential complex 
in its shadow that would embrace the spiritual and cultural essence 

Ryuichi Sasaki 
Architecture Brings 
Music to the Ears of 
Ikegami Residents
Tokyo, Japan
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of the community, while also respecting the types of strictly-enforced 
building codes that typically protect such heritage areas.”

A seamless blend with the environment
To the northwest of Ikegami’s largest cluster of residences, the complex 
sits on a trapezoidal site, just east of the town’s temples and cafes that 
cater largely to migrant waves of pilgrims en route to the temple. The 
two-story music hall and its 80-seat theatrical auditorium occupy a 
strategic place in the southwest corner of the structure, entered via 
a vestibule and foyer that combine to form a circulation zone that 
blurs the lines between the inspiring, undulating hills of the external 
landscape and the vibe of creativity that awaits inside. The foyer is 
embraced by three brass-coloured, stainless steel diagonal walls, and 
the interior of the hall is encased in acoustic reflectors, with large 
walls that collectively form an abstract diagonal shape. Glass surfaces 
and multiple openings further embolden connections between the 
music hall and the surrounding landscape, with the latter embellished 
by gabion walls that delineate a garden of various species of plants.

Spatial reconfigurations
Towards the centre of the building, the residential zone shares its 
entrance-way with the music hall, and is accessed via a staircase 
marked by architectural elements symbolically paying tribute to the 
climb to the Ikegami Honmonji temple. At the top of the staircase, 
a series of sound-proofed rental quarters line the corridor, each 
comprised of a kitchen, bathroom, soundproofed living room, and 
sleeping quarters. The residential volume also houses a penthouse 
unit, comprised of three volume areas featuring sliding walls that 
enable maximum spatial configurations of its spaces. By reconfiguring 
the sliding walls, the living room and dining room areas can be 
enlarged to accommodate a variety of logistical situations. The 
sleeping quarters can also be reconfigured from a master bedroom 
into multiple bedrooms to accommodate other family members or 
houseguests.
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Finally, above the music hall, a large terrace further fuses the seamless 
border between the building’s interior and exterior, incorporating 
inspirational views of the majestic landscape for the benefit of 
Ideareve-Ikegami patrons.

“Views from the residential area, as well as the music hall circulation 
areas, were designed to inspire emotions conducive to musical 
creativity and melodic rhythms,” concludes Ryuichi Sasaki. “The 
project contributes to the blending of culture and hospitality that 
characterises the town, and we are proud to provide this complex for 
the joyful use of residents of Ikegami.”

Credits and Technical details
• Lead Architect: Ryuichi Sasaki /RYUICHI SASAKI 

ARCHITECTURE
• Collaboration Architect (Producer): Takayuki Yagi / Yagi 

Komuten
• Client: Yasunori Kamata / K-M-T 
• Design Team: Ryuichi Sasaki, Gen Sakaguchi, Yuriko Ogura /

RYUICHI SASAKI ARCHITECTURE
• Structure Engineer: Tatsumi Terado /Tatsumi Terado Structural 

Studio
• Acoustics: Akira Ono/ Nagata Acoustics
• Landscape: Takeshi Matsuo /Plat Design
• Light Design: Natsuha Kameoka /Lighting Sou
• Metal: Tatsunori Horiyama/Shinko Stainless Polishing
• Photography: Takumi Ota Photography
• Project Name: IDEAREVE IKEGAMI
• Building Purpose: Music Hall, Music Practice Room, 

Soundproofed Residential Housing, Owners housing
• Location: 1-30-23 Ikegami, Ota-ku, Tokyo, Japan
• Site Area:  614.14 m2
• Building Area: 305.35 m2
• Total floor Area: 794.44 m2
• Structure: Reinforced Concrete
• Completion Date: June 2021

www.sasaki-architecture.com
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TAIL OF
THE DOG

Fairy lights are some of my 
favourite things. They used to 
be synonymous with Christmas 

lights, set in strings designed to twirl 
around the Christmas tree, but to my 
delight, you can now get them any 
time, and use them for any purpose 
– party, wedding, holiday, simply to 
cheer yourself up.

My all-time favourites are those 
designed and made by Heath Nash, 
South African king of sustainable 
design, made from recycled milk 
bottles. He uses the white opaque 
plastic as the light bulb covers, and 
they come in various geometric 
shapes. I have the triangular prism 
shaped ones which I hang up in my 
window over the festive season. 
Some years ago, I bought several 
strings of these and took them to 
Scotland one Christmas as gifts for 
my teenage nieces and nephews. 

They were so popular that I had to get 
more for the grownups. Heath Nash 
also makes very glamorous leaf and 
flower light balls, in white and coloured 
plastic, cut and shaped from mundane 
household cleaning product bottles.  

A local version of the fairy light 
strings is put together by Art Africa in 
Parkwood. They buy bare lights on 
strings and then get their craftsmen 
and women to add Shwe Shwe fabric 
shields around the tiny globes, like 
little flower cups. They are colourful 
and cheerful, distinctively African, and 
again have been a great success in 
grey cold Scotland, especially in the 
dark days of winter. 

Over the years I have bought lights 
with Chinese lantern covers which 
are surprisingly robust. I haul them 
out of storage each year, and they still 
look good and still work. An exciting 

gift I received from my daughter 
who went to a conference in Seoul, 
South Korea, is a string with different 
miniature paper lantern covers. I have 
this hung over a beautiful Kente cloth 
from Ghana, and the bright colours 
are quite competitive.

Shopping malls have caught on to 
fairy lights – and now hang curtains of 
them wherever possible – from upper 
floors, along stair railings, or draped 
tent-like from ceilings. Latterly, fairy 
lights, or garden lights, or any excuse 
lights are solar powered. This is 
perfect for our sunny weather; you 
can string them around plants in the 
garden, along a balcony edging, or in 
a distant shrub, and they light up as 
soon as it is dark. Sadly, these would 
be hopeless in Scotland, especially at 
Christmas time. 

Gill Butler

Fairy Lights
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Reeds and Tubular Bells, the two 
lighting collections designed by 
Marcello Ziliani for Turri and 

shown at the Salone del Mobile 2022, 
confirm the value of Turri's Made in 
Italy ethos, and represent the direction 
toward contemporary experimentation 
undertaken by Turri in recent years.

 
Quality of materials and physical 
appearance motivate the design, 
combined with a commitment to 
circularity, sustainability and lighting 
quality. These considerations are central 
to all of Marcello Ziliani’s design projects, 
as well as to his academic work.

Zilian’s study focused on recyclability 
and low-impact production characteristics 
and was made possible by the valuable 
expertise of the Turri company. Adopting 
standard LED light sources, which can be 
replaced easily once they reach the end 
of their life, is a must. LED light sources 
are unlike integrated light sources, which 
cannot be easily replaced.

Reeds, the suspended lighting system, 
was inspired by a view of water seen from 
below the surface, from which elegant 
river reeds emerge. The three thin, 
circular lines of the design symbolise 
ripples, perhaps left behind by happy 
amphibians diving in the body of water. 
These three rings of different diameters 
support ten aluminium or acid-etched 
glass tubes, fitted in correspondence with 
the light sources thanks to lateral slits. The 
choice of glass or metal allows you to have 
a more concentrated light solution or, 
alternatively, a softer and more diffused 

light. The arrangement of the rings 
also offers two variations: in line or 

grouped.
The other system of lighting, 

also suspended, is Tubular 
Bells, inspired by Mike 

Oldfield's progressive 70’s album 
of the same name. Here, images 

and sounds shape the light: 
the profile recalls the iconic 
sacristy bell, with its long and 

elegant handle, and the fascinating 
sequences of Tibetan bells lined up in 
rows of three. A horizontal rod supports 
the lighting bodies, whose light is diffused 
upwards, at the apex of the handle, as well 
as downwards.

Made entirely of metal (aluminium and 
steel), Tubular Bells combines the infinite 
recyclability of these materials with the 
use of standard connection LED light 
sources.

The request to try to design lighting 
with a view that could interpret elements 
of elegance and richness in a super 
contemporary dimension involved a long 
phase of analysis and research, which 
then led to an extremely thorough design 
process», says Marcello Ziliani of the 
collaboration with Turri.

Today, sustainability means more than 
low-impact in production, distribution, 
recycling and circularity. The focus now 
is, above all, durability. Sustainability has 
become increasingly synonymous with 
the extensive research and thoughtful 
design processes necessary to minimise 
eventual obsolescence and to maximise 
the life cycle of products. 

www.turri.it/en
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Marcello Ziliani for Turri
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#hotelandhospitalityshow

Join us in 2023 – contact us now 
for your exhibition space

www.thehotelshowafrica.com

sandton convention centre, 
Johannesburg, south africa

18 – 20 May 2023 

Promote  
your brand

Meet  
key buyers

Increase  
your sales

Engage with  
industry stakeholders

Position yourself  
as a thought leader

Book your stand today secure your space through sponsorship

Belinda Wewege 

     Belindawewege@dmgevents.com        

     +27 11 783 7250

Jean-Pierre de Carvalho  

 jpcarvalho@dmgevents.com

 +27 21 700 5500

Be a part of the revitalisation of africa’s hotel 
and hospitality sector.

The hotel & hospitality show is now in its 6th year providing opportunities to 
the hospitality and hotel industries across Africa. The event showcases products, 
equipment, services & design, for restaurants, cafes, bars, hotels, guesthouses and 
foodservice owners, managers and operators.
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Cape Town
Total Blind Designs:  021 447 9062
The Best Blind Company:  021 461 2122

Bloemfontein
Ralph Blinds:  072 700 4337

Ballito
Blinds All of Them:  032 946 3614

Durban and Umhlanga
Aesthetics Shutters & Blinds:  031 303 2364

Johannesburg
Blind Time Window Innovations:   011 434 1075
R & C Tranding:  011 867 3367
Blinds All Types:  011 972 2271
Curtain & Blind Solutions:  011 465 9966
Curtain Club:  011 907 9334
Curtain & Blind Workshop:  011 262 4600
Galaxy Blinds:  011 613 1496
Blinds Express:  011 791 1667

Klerksdorp
Atelier Ridwaan:  082 375 3570

Knysna
Milk & Honey:  044 382 2041

Gqeberha
PC Agencies:  041 581 3710

Northern Limpopo
Newton & Strever:  082 830 0959

Pretoria
Picture Perfect Interior Solutions:  012 660 1184
Matheo Blinds & Awnings:  012 991 5767

FIND A BLIND PROFESSIONAL IN YOUR AREA:

www.blinddesigns.co.za

Namibia
Touch of Style:  +264-61-245303

BOSVELD

Design Style:
Transitional

A palette filled with natural 
elements, inspired by the African 

veld, enhancing a sense of balance by 
creating a calm and relaxing space.

SheerWeave Roller Blinds
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